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Sermon delivered by Rev. Toribio Cajiuat
the day he was arrested.

Luke 10:25-37

This parable was occasioned by a question, "What shall I do to
~inherit eternal life?" This is a basic quest of all people. The first
answer was very general and in the abstract. (verse 27)

Therefore to be more specific, another guestion was asked, "And
who is my neighbor?" In answer to this questlon, Jesus told the parable
of the Good dSamaritan,

This parable is very much alive in 'application to our present life
and condition in the Philippines. The parable begins with a real historical,
social problem., The problem of man's inhumanity to man. There are those
robbers whose only principle in life is to preserve their own existence
through a violent, forceful taking of another man's livelihood and property.
Such social problum is still represented in our present condition. This
This represents the conflict of the rich and the poor. The rich violently
exploiting the poor. The imperialist rich nations who are taking advantage
of the weakness of the poor nations and exploiting their natural resources
and national wealth through an institutionalized violence in an economic/
-political pressure. Thereby leaving the poople of the poor nations half
dead, suffering, and starving. This could also represent the clash between
the capitalist and the proletariat. The capitalist wallowing in wealth and
luxury produced by the surplus of the labor of the working masses. Thus
creating a violent social system, economic system that leaves the proleta-
riat half dead and all their life dependent, enslaved by a system created
to benefit only the rich and the bureaucrat capitalist. And what about
the dominant majority of the Filipinos who are farmers and peasants who
are constantly deceived by the landlords and the ruling class and yet
are made poor by the exploitation of a feudalistic system? These are the
robbers and murderers of our time who leave the Filipino half dead,
suffering and starving.

. In these social problems and revolutionary conditions comes the
question of being a neighbor. Who is my neighbor? The lawyer who asked
this question represents the view that my neighbor is my collcague who
belongs to the same social class where I belong. The neighbor is my
fellow Jew, we belong to the same club and organization, we belong to the
same social bracket, (upper/middle class) and we share similar identities
in pleasures, models, styles of life. That is my neighbor. Others are
irritants to my social standing.

The Priest and the Levite represent a view that a neighbor is
somebody who is on the other side, (when they saw him, they passed by
on the other side). They recognized that a neighbor is somebody who

belongs to their opposite life status and social class. but they have the
attitude of charity and social welfare in analyzing the neighbor. The
neighbor is somcbody clse. Somebody who is on the other side of life.
Somebody who is is opposite to me. Somebody who is illiterate, squatter,
scavenger, hungry, poor, sick, drug addict, and does not know family
planning. A neighbor is somcbody in such opposite conditions to me that
I can use him as an outlet for easing my conscience by giving him



occasional aid and relief service and welfare program so that socicty will
recognize me as a humanitarian. They are using their concept of neighbor
as a tool for their own selfish intercst.

The Priest could represent the institutionalized church whose
attitude is to spiritualize the condition of man and to condemn the-
suffering man in terms of sin aznd to make him withdraw by a promise of
heaven. The pie in the sky by and by. When the colonizers came to the
Philippines, they were holding a crcss pointing the Filipinos to heaven.
Yecars later, the Filipino was holding the cross looking up to heaven, and
the colonizers were holding their lands,

The Levite could represent the educational system, with a reformist
program. Condition the uminds of the suffering man. Teach the suffering
man to adjust practically to his suffering conditions. Like Green Revo-
lution, teach him to plant substitutes for rlce° Approach the problem
through adgustlng to the problem.

The Good Samaritan represents the view that one should not even
ask the question, Who is my neighbor? He is the one proved, I am the
neighbor by deeds and action. The Samaritan is an outcast, hated by
society, yet he is the one who proved himself a neighbor by serving the
suffering people. This represents those in our society who are officially
hated and politically outcast yet their only sin is serving the people
by giving their life for the cause of the suffering masses. Society
ostracized him by saying he is a radical, yet his only sin is going
beyond the laws and standards of an exploitative society to serve the
people.

God is represented in this parable in the action of the Good
Samaritan who went to and entered the condition of the suffering man.
. God participated in the suffering of the suffering man. God worked
through the action of the man considered to be ostracized and outcast
_of society. That man is thc Christian. The Christian is the nelghbor
who committed himself to serve the people.

"Jesus Christ concluded the parable - Go, do likewise. Here we are,
we are saying we are Christians of our time., Vhere are we in the parable?
Are we Juot theoretical Lhrl tians? Content to sit, think, talk, sing,
clap, pray?

Jesus Christ says to us - Go, be thc neighbor. This is the liberating
Gospel of the Christian. Yhen we arc able to go, be the neighbor, and
serve the people.

In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. So be it.
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