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FOREWORD

This is one of a number of preliminary reports or "working papers" stemming 
from a program of research on Hawaii's public lands. This research has been 
undertaken in response to a request by Hawaii's State Legislature that the Legis­
lative Reference Bureau prepare a historical survey of public land management and 
policies of the federal government, state governments and Hawaii, with particular 
emphasis on a review and analysis of Hawaii's public land policies during the 
period 1893 to the present.

The first portion of the Legislature's request was met through publication of 
L.R.B. Report Number 5, a summary history of Public Land Policies of the United 
States and the Mainland States. Additional working papers already published or in 
preparation are designed to present a historical survey and analysis of Hawaii's 
public land policies, with a view to identifying the major objectives of land 
management, assessing their success or failure, and weighing them against the 
requirements and circumstances of contemporary Hawaii. These studies are based 
on the premise that public land policy is properly understood as long-range 
policy. The public land statutes now in force will materially affect Hawaii's 
future—just as the public land laws of the past have contributed importantly in 
shaping contemporary Hawaii. The present research program is designed to assist 
the many individuals and agencies, both public and private, concerned with and 
responsible for the formation and implementation of Hawaii's public land policies.

The execution of this study would not have been possible without the assist­
ance of many individuals and agencies especially James Ferry, Paul Tajima, 
Mrs. Peggy R. Spencer, and Mrs. Laverne Tirrell of the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources; James Dunn, Miss Agnes Conrad and Tom Uyesugi of the Department 
of Accounting and General Services; and Mrs. Audrey Hawley of the Office of the 
Attorney General. Mrs. Hilda Jaffe of the Bureau of Social and Political 
Research, Michigan State University, edited the manuscript; and Thomas Tjerandsen 
assisted by checking and coding the source data. We are indebted to Russell 
Apple for permission to quote from his University of Hawaii thesis, "A History 
of Land Acquisition for Hawaii National Park." Many readers of the manuscript 
and numerous others assisted in ways too numerous to enumerate here, but none the 
less appreciated. Staff and financial assistance was provided by the All­
University Research Committee of Michigan State University and by the Rockefeller 
Foundation. To those individuals and organizations here enumerated and the many 
others who have assisted us in the preparation of this study, we express our 
sincere appreciation.

I am particularly grateful to Dr. Robert H. Horwitz, Associate Professor 
of Political Science, Michigan State University, for having served as an 
associate of the Bureau in the preparation of this report.

Tom Dinell 
Director

August 1964
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