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Kabua and Henry Again Head Congress 

The Fourth Congress of Micronesia opened its first ses- 

sion Monday, Jan. 11, in the congressional chambers on 

Capitol Hill, and promptly went into recess to resolve 

difficulties arising from last November’s elections. By 

week’s end, these difficulties still had not been resolved, 

preventing the seating of most of Palau’s delegation. 

High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston called the first 

session of the Senate to order, conducting the business 

until the election of Senator Olympio Borja (Marianas) as 

Temporary President. In the House, Deputy High Com- 

missioner Peter T. Coleman presided until the election of 

Rep. Bethwel Henry (Ponape) as Temporary Speaker. 

Both houses also adopted temporary rules of procedure, 

and then appointed credentials committees to review the 

credentials of all of the senators and representatives. All 

were approved and officially sworn into office except 

Senator-elect Roman Tmetuchl and Representatives-elect 

Timothy Olkeriil, George Ngirarsaol and Tarkong Pedro, 

all of Palau. 

A challenge to the credentials of these men was pre- 

sented by officials of Palau’s Progressive Party (see accom- 

panying story on Page Two). The credentials committees 
met through the week in an attempt to reach a decision. 

The only member of the Palau delegation to be seated was 

Senator Lazarus Salii, who was not up for reelection this 

past November. 

On the second day of business, the Senate decided to 

go ahead and formally organize with only eleven members, 

and elected Senator Amata Kabua (Marshalls) to serve as 

President. Senator Kabua held the same post during the 

Third Congress. Also re-elected to leadership positions 

were Senators Borja as Vice President, and Tosiwo Naka- 

yama (Truk) as Floor Leader. 

The House delayed its formal organization until Wed- 

nesday, Jan. 13, and then elected Rep. Henry as permanent 

Speaker of the House, a position he also held in the Third 

Congress. Rep. Henry Samuel (Marshalls) was re-elected 

Vice Speaker, and Rep. Ekpap Silk (Marshalls) was re- 

elected to his former position as Floor Leader. 

Both houses also selected committee chairmen, and the 

Senate named the members of its standing committees. 

The House, however, decided to delay the naming of com- 

mittee members until the credentials question is settled. 

One significant delay in the business of the Congress 

caused by the credentials challenge was the State of the   
LEGISLATORS AND GUEST gather outside on the 

opening day of the Fourth Congress of Micronesia. 

The flags are those of the United States, Trust Terri- 

tory, United Nations and the High Commissioner. 

Territory address by the HiCom. Scheduled to be delivered 

Wednesday morning, the speech was postponed because 

the two houses were unable to consider and approve the 

required joint resolution inviting the HiCom to speak. 

What originally looked like aone-day delay soon developed 

into a much longer postponement, and by week’s end it 

appeared that the address would not be given until the 

following week. 

But despite the credentials difficulty, the Fourth Con- 

gress was shaping up into a most significant session for the 

future of the TT. And for the new members, it was an 

especially significant moment as they were sworn _ into 

office as the officially elected representatives of their peo- 

ple. Taking the oath of office for the first. time were 

Senator Edward Pangelinan and Representatives Felipe 

Atalig, Carlos Shoda and Herman Q. Guerrero, all of the 

Marianas. (See pages Two and Five for more on Congress)  



History of Palau Dispute 

Throughout the first week of the first session, Fourth 

Congress of Micronesia, credentials committees of both 

the House and Senate met to consider a challenge to the 
credentials of Senator-elect Roman Tmetuchl and Repre- 

sentatives-elect Timothy Olkeriil, George Ngirarsaol and 

Tarkong Pedro, all of Palau. All of these men are members 

of the Liberal Party of Palau, and a challenge to their 

election has come from that district’s Progressive Party. 

During the November congressional elections, the Lib- 

eral Party won all of Palau’s contested seats, as certified 

by the Palau Election Commissioner. The Progressive 

Party immediately petitioned the commissioner to declare 

the election void and illegal. They claimed that there were 

irregularities in the conduct of the election, listing among 

others allegations that persons whose names were not on 

the registration list were allowed to vote, some persons 

voted more than once, and absentee ballots were tampered 

with. 

The commissioner denied the petition, on the grounds 

that a recount would not change the result of the election 

as ballots that may have been illegal were not segregated 

from the rest of the votes. The Election Commissioner 

further reported to the High Commissioner on the problem 

that had arisen. Here is a portion of that report: 

“As the election progressed it became more and more 

apparent that many people who had in fact registered to 

vote were not listed on the registration lists of the various 

precincts. Consequently after reviewing the situation with 

the candidates and chairmen of both parties and due to 

the obvious extent of this problem, at approximately 4 

o'clock in the afternoon on election day | made the general 
announcement over the radio indicating that anyone who 

was qualified to vote should immediately go to their pre- 

cinct, show age and residency within the precinct, and if 

their names were not in the registry to write in their names 

on the registry and at that time he or she would be given a 

ballot to vote. 

“This procedure was followed in the precincts during 

the last several hours of the election and created a total 

write-in vote of 857 out of a total vote of 4,538.” 

After their petition was denied by the Election Com- 

missioner, the Progressive Party brought their protest to 

the court. The Trial Division of the High Court, after 

affirming that the Congress of Micronesia is the sole judge 

of the qualifications of its members, gave the following 

opinion: 

“After having carefully considered all of the (facts in 
the case), it is abundantly clear that there were serious and 

numerous irregularities in the election. This court is deep- 

ly concerned over these irregularities but nevertheless must 

grant defendant's motion to dismiss. In so doing this court 

does not condone any of the irregularities which were so 

clearly present and trusts that corrective action will be 

taken by proper authorities to prevent any recurrence of 

such regretable acts and ommissions which took place 

during the balloting and which led to understandable con- 

cern, not only on the part of plaintiffs, but also on the 

part of the public and this court.” 
Thus the case is now before the Congress of Micronesia.   
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Fourth Congress 

Leadership 
The Senate of the Fourth Congress of Micronesia named 

the following officers, committee chairman and committee 

members: 

President: Amata Kabua (Marshalls) 

Vice-President: Olympio T. Borja (Marianas) 

Floor Leader: Tosiwo Nakayama (Truk) 

Committee on Ways and Means: Bailey Olter (Ponape), 

Chairman; Lazarus Salii (Palau); Rafel Moonfell (Yap); 

Tosiwo Nakayama (Truk); Amata Kabua (Marshalls); and 

Edward Pangelinan (Marianas). 

Committee on Resources and Development: Ambilos 

lehsi (Ponape), Chairman; Tosiwo Nakayama (Truk); 

Olympio T. Borja (Marianas); Isaac Lanwi (Marshalls); 

(Palau senator to be named). 

Committee on Education and Social Affairs: Petrus 

Tun (Yap), Chairman; Bailey Olter (Ponape); Andon 

Amaraich (Truk); Edward Pangelinan (Marianas); (Palau 
senator to be named). 

Committee on Health: Isaac Lanwi (Marshalls), Chair- 

man, Rafel Moonfell (Yap); and Amata Kabua (Marshalls). 

Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations: 

Andon Amaraich (Truk), Chairman; Olympio T. Borja 

(Marianas); Petrus Tun (Yap); Ambilos lehsi (Ponape); 
and Lazarus Salii (Palau). 

In the House of Representatives the following officers 

and committee assignments were announced. On each of 

the committees a member from Palau will also be named 

at a later date. 

Speaker of the House: Bethwel Henry (Ponape) 

Vice-Speaker: Henry Samuel (Marshalls) 

Floor Leader: Ekpap Silk (Marshalls) 

Committee on Appropriations: Raymond Setik (Truk), 

Chairman; Endy Dois (Truk); Henry Samuel (Marshalls); 

Ekpap Silk (Marshalls); Carlos Shoda (Marianas); John 

Mangefel (Yap); and Olter Paul (Truk). 

Committee on Ways and Means: Charles Domnick 

(Marshalls), Chairman; Heinrich triarte (Ponape); Masao 

Nakayama (Truk); Hans Wiliander (Truk); Herman Q. 
Guerrero (Marianas); and John Rugulimar (Yap). 

Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Relations: 

Olter Paul (Ponape), Chairman; Ataji Balos (Marshalls); 

Hans Wiliander (Truk); Herman Q. Guerrero (Marianas); 

and John Mangefel (Yap). 
Committee on Resources and Development: Sasauo 

Haruo (Truk), Chairman; Henry Samuel (Marshalls); 

Heinrich Iriarte (Ponape); Carlos Shoda (Marianas); and 

John Rugulimar (Yap). 
Committee on Health Matters: John Mangefel (Yap), 

Chairman; Ekpap Silk (Marshalls); Joab Sigrah (Ponape); 

Masao Nakayama (Truk); and Felipe Atalig (Marianas). 

Committee on Education and Social Matters: Joab 

Sigrah (Ponape), Chairman; Endy Dois (Truk); Ataji Balos 

(Marshalls); John Rugulimar (Yap); and Felipe Atalig 

(Marianas). 
     


