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Kabua and Henry Again Head Congress

The Fourth Congress of Micronesia opened its first ses-
sion Monday, Jan. 11, in the congressional chambers on
Capitol Hill, and promptly went into recess to resolve
difficulties arising from last November’s elections. By
week’s end, these difficulties still had not been resolved,
preventing the seating of most of Palau’s delegation.

High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston called the first
session of the Senate to order, conducting the business
until the election of Senator Olympio Borja (Marianas) as
Temporary President. In the House, Deputy High Com-
missioner Peter T. Coleman presided until the election of
Rep. Bethwel Henry (Ponape) as Temporary Speaker.

Both houses also adopted temporary rules of procedure,
and then appointed credentials committees to review the
credentials of all of the senators and representatives. All
were approved and officially sworn into office except
Senator-elect Roman Tmetuchl and Representatives-elect
Timothy Olkeriil, George Ngirarsaol and Tarkong Pedro,
all of Palau.

A challenge to the credentials of these men was pre-
sented by officials of Palau’s Progressive Party (see accom-
panying story on Page Two). The credentials committees
met through the week in an attempt to reach a decision.
The only member of the Palau delegation to be seated was
Senator Lazarus Salii, who was not up for reelection this
past November.

On the second day of business, the Senate decided to
go ahead and formally organize with only eleven members,
and elected Senator Amata Kabua (Marshalls) to serve as
President. Senator Kabua held the same post during the
Third Congress. Also re-elected to leadership positions
were Senators Borja as Vice President, and Tosiwo Naka-
yama (Truk) as Floor Leader.

The House delayed its formal organization until Wed-
nesday, Jan. 13, and then elected Rep. Henry as permanent
Speaker of the House, a position he also held in the Third
Congress. Rep. Henry Samuel (Marshalls) was re-elected
Vice Speaker, and Rep. Ekpap Silk (Marshalls) was re-
elected to his former position as Floor Leader.

Both houses also selected committee chairmen, and the
Senate named the members of its standing committees.
The House, however, decided to delay the naming of com-
mittee members until the credentials question is settled.

One significant delay in the business of the Congress
caused by the credentials challenge was the State of the

LEGISLATORS AND GUEST gather outside on the
opening day of the Fourth Congress of Micronesia.
The flags are those of the United States, Trust Terri-
tory, United Nations and the High Commissioner.

Territory address by the HiCom. Scheduled to be delivered
Wednesday morning, the speech was postponed because
the two houses were unable to consider and approve the
required joint resolution inviting the HiCom to speak.
What originally looked like a one-day delay soon developed
into a much longer postponement, and by week’s end it
appeared that the address would not be given until the
following week.

But despite the credentials difficulty, the Fourth Con-
gress was shaping up into a most significant session for the
future of the TT. And for the new members, it was an
especially significant moment as they were sworn into
office as the officially elected representatives of their peo-
ple. Taking the oath of office for the first time were
Senator Edward Pangelinan and Representatives Felipe
Atalig, Carlos Shoda and Herman Q. Guerrero, all of the
Marianas. (See pages Two and Five for more on Congress)







