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Son,o 70 de'"ons rat.ors q;at'ierecl Oc t ober 6 in front of the Pn l Lboi. ,e 
Cons u1 ul. in tie·.: York C lty. l o ··,ro~P. St the i iooosltion of ?ll!l. la! 1.a·.: in 
!•hf' ?hl ipoin s by i·esider.t 1,larco:; on ,21 Seo t ember . 

01·•.ranlz<!d by u !{aLio~al. r.o:1mit.tee fo r t he ?e s Lor aL ion o ~ Civ i L Li e r ies 
in t..ic ?hillnry i ne s, Lhe d monsLraticn ·.:as .io 'r. r d ':Jy a ·.ar~e numoer o:· 
sy;.1:ia~ltize 1·s ~•ho·~~ot F'ilbi.:ios . T~ey •:e re 11~embers o f V3.r i.6ul! a •tivis 
""'' uo in the c-i,t,y and inc uded L' e Asian Coali t ion, _r-uard'ian . I Wor Kuen 
·.i ,ird \-io1· · d Women 's 1L l i.ance, Nor Lh American 11.n i - Imn,;r ia .i s t oa! it i on. · ' 
Puer t o Pi can Pevol u' iorary Workers' Union, Pu~r t o n i can Soc ta· is Pan.y 5 
and Th ird Wo r l d Coa i ion. 

Cr..rryir,15 \.anners er.d ::i.at:arc. s ;;haL denoum:ec1 Presider.t t,arcos' ac-tion. 
L!1e de111onstrator- mare: ed U ') and do1.n t.,:e sidewa.k a::ross tbe c nsul. f. e 
:·• i le f;·o m L. e o:>::io :;ite side·-al;c, Consulate em::iloyee s aimed s ill m:d 
mo vi e camera s at them . About half' a dozen city polfrP.men ki>nt '-,atc:i . 

A Fi"!..lolna read a stt1Le1~P.nt tl at"hundreds o::' ,jourr.a· ists, Le is l. ato:-s , 
l e r gy;r.en, govP.rn'llent critics , teachers have been , ai'..ed by /.'.arcos. We 

F i lipi 10s in the U. S . have not yet l::een stif:ed . :Secause \le real i ze the.t 
silence i - t.antamolU1 to accep ',a r:ce of an ur..iust si t. ua tion , •.:e have 
mounted tni s ;, retest . " 

ifoen a televis i on :1ews reoorter asked he r 1,,,•hy the urn- out o:: ~'i'.iuinos 
at tl: P. demonst ra t ion had r.o t been as large e s expected, s!'le re. '. ied. 
"Mal'C' OS is a vind i ctive man . See all Lhose neo:iLe a cross 1..e street t.nk ­
ing our u ic tures . Who kno--s ·,·hat he •-1il l do t o our f'amili"s back r.ome? " 

One speaker after another took the r:iicronhone, some o f 'lem o - Fi 1 in1 -
nos, .o vo ice thei!· reasons for s poor ting nnd joi.ning t'le de:-ion s t 1·e.t i on . 
One of t::er.i re~tHrked . "l,!ay I say 1..o the Fi:ini. os I.akin nlct.ures out 
t ile l'e tha t they ha ve l earned \:ctl from our FBI !" Thi s · ·a s greeted : it1 
ta1.u1t s of "Tuto. ni ~ar cos: Tuta ni l•!arcos ! " f rom the cro~·d dl rec ed at 
t ~e phot ograohers . 

Ano t '.-ier soeake:· holding h i gh a s hort stick o f s ugar canr, said : " ia r t i a 
lac · 'i s not t 'ie solution t o the country's orobl ems . I hol d i n '.:'IY :1anda 
nroduct of hundreds of i:i oor Fi l. i':>lno 1•orkP.rs o:ioressed by a vastly ,rich 
small oligarchy . This is one of the rea, nrob !ems . " 1-!e a l so decri.ed the 

• round - up o f ries t s and nuns by t.1e army . · 

The speeches •-·e re lntene rsed wi h Taga ' og and Engli sh song s. Chants a nd 
ex:,loRive sho t s of "Ma\.:ibaka ! Makibaka !" keut. ri r,.ging out . A renor t er 
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from 'WBAI, a New York radio station, recorded int erviews. Leaflets were 
handed out to nassing on-lookers and drivers. (Later, ·/ABC - TV 's Eye\litness 
News carried a film report of the del!lonstration on t heir 6 o' c1.ock net:s 
program.} 

No violence occured, The demonstration began at 3:30 pm and di spersed at 
5:00. An organizer said that similar protests by Filipinos i n citie~in 
California were hel.d the same day. He centioned San Diego am San Francis­
co, 

"Filipinos in Boston, Rochester and Connecticut '.!ho ,.-ere p· anning t heir 
O\lll demonstrations ~ere advised to join ours here in ·ew York i n order 
that all demos can be launched t he same day," he said. 

'WHAT IS MARI'IAL IAW ? 

"Public approval of martial law is s,e.1-nig.'1 unanim~us. A recent s urvey 
sho\led nine out of ten Filipinos approved, ~hile t he otters were not 
exactly opposed but did not know ·.:hat mart ial l a1,1 meant ... " -- I ntervie·.­
with President Marcos, NewSYeek, Oct. 30, 1972 . 

Let us set aside f or the moment our belief that such a survey cannot but 
be biased. No respondent in his right mind would expre ss disapproval . He 
is •.-ell a\lBre that t hose \lho ,.,-ou_d have disaoproved of marti al a.., ( a=ng 
them scores of j ournalists, cler gymen, t eachers) no·-· l anguish ins i de army 
stockades. Hence it would be i mprudent , t o say t he l east, to r es?ond 
negatively to such a survey. 

OUr task here is to attempt to exp ain oart i al l aw. 

What is martial la"W? 

Martial law, says one def inition, i s the carrying on of government in 
domestic territory by military agencies , in ~hol e or in part , ,.,'1th t he 
consequent supersession of some or all civil agencie s. I t exi s t s ,,hen 
military authorities exercise control over ·, civilians and their civi ian 
authorities. All existing civil l aws are suspended as •,:ell as the ordi­
nary administration of justice. 

Martial law is not military la,.,, that ~hich governs persons i n t he armed 
forces ( and which does not app l y to civilians) in peace or i n war. 

Martial law is not military government, that which is estab ' ished during 
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•ca r by a military commander on the inhabit~nts of a conquered terri t ot·y . 
'i'he commander decrees that al l loca l la,.; s in force be ore his success ru· 
invnsion are sup <?rseded. Or he de crees thnt t he conquered lJOpulation •,i 1 
be governed by its usual l aws and customs except as they interfere or ~on-
lict •.:1th his orders and policies. 

Tn :i is pr oclamatiorpf martia l l a '", President Marcos emphasized tha t " this 
s no \. a milita ry\t akeover of civil government f unctions . The off ci als or 

our lo al andnational governments continue 1n of f1ce and must discharge 
their dut i es as before ,.,ithin t he limits of the s ituat ion. " 

When i s mar tia la,, enforced? 

What are the circumstance s t hat a 1 0 ; 1 it? I t is oro l aimed vhen a condi­
tlon arises that r enders government by c ivil authoriti ~s inoperative or 
owerless. It is dee . ared when i n time of extreme 1>e ril to the s tate, 
it:1,,r r rom wit"l in or v ithout, t he general safety cannot be t r us ted t o 

ordinary administration . I t is oroclaimed , ·he n extreme circumstances are 
seen t o have broken do,m the normal adminj s t r at ion of 1-a,,•. 

The se circumstances or condlt ions c i ted are invasion, insurrection, re ­
oe1 lion . "The .j us t ification for martial la i s t"lat c ivil a uthorities 
are unable to function, or that because of i mpend ing grave danger , it 
·.-:ould be unsaf e f or thetn t o function," i s ho1.• onelawyer described i t . 

'l'he P il i ppi ne Constitution orov.Ldes tha t " in cas e o invasion , insurrec­
t ion or' r ebe lion or imminent danger thereof , ••ir-n the :>ublic safety 
requires it, ( the Pres idellt ) may place the Philipoines or any oart there ­
of under martial l a•," (Art icle VII , Section 10, Paragraoh 2). 

I s martial l a· necessary in the Phi ip~ines? 

I n 1929 , a U. S. l a·.yer .. •r ote : "The fundamental orinc i ?:. 0 of martia l aw 
i. s nece ssity . Necessity cal.ls it f orth . Necessity J us t ifi " s its exer.J' i. se . 
And nece s sity measure s the extent and degree t o •Jhichit may be empl9-.ed . 

That necessit y is no f ormal, artificial, l egal isti c concept but an 
actual and factual one. It is the necessit y of t aking a ction t o safeguard 

he state against insurrection, r iot , disorder, pub .i c ca _a mity. What 
constitutes necessi\.y is a question of fact in each case ." 

In his address to the nation on 22 September, President Marcos contends 
that in the case of the Phil i'ppine s, that necessit y now confronts the 
_Republic , 

prope1·ty, i:idespr ead 1_a·,:lessneso and a:IBrci,y, ar. c,.r:.os ::i.r.d i:o_ ,..,. 
prevailing throughout the count ry, ,ih ich cor_d i t ion r. s been brou.-;1-:t a"ou~ 
by groups of men ,:ho are act ive'y enga.c:i;ed in a c- ri :ni::<1 co"l sn re· t o 
seize political and s tate pover in the PhEi:>olnes . n order t o ':,ai<;e o· er 
the l government by f orce and violence, the extcr.t of ,:, • ch t ao ::a:, so~-::­
ed the ;:>roport ion of' an actua ·-'1:!r against our neou l e a.: .d the~r le;iti:- te 
government . " 

In his Proclamation :lo . 1081 !le do c\ll!:ent s i!'ltc,any :ioees t:,e e·:ent s t.·.at 
support each a nd every one of these ond . t o ns . ':'he doc= ;-::. . ·r:ic:: in 
ef ect f orn.ally presents .. i s ,Justif • catio .. o_ r:; tial la ·, d~te • • s ;; • 
pl a ce an,::d dat e each and e very bo:nliir1g i ncide:-it- in ,_·, e G eat-e~ 'a~il • 
a r ea since 1970; the names o . all ''t~arxist -::,cn • ni. s :. -· :ao ct ·• r-rg -nize ­
t ions , their chapters , oca t ions and tr:e r.u::." r o~ -.as de:.or s ·. :-at . o:-.:; 
the number of and encounters bet· · en i:.he :re·.· Peo_ le ' ~ ,'\my ar.d t:1e 
Armed E'orce s and the resu tin~ ce sue. tie£; tl:e iss ~11-:n!.ior: o. "des­
t ructive propaganda" pub ications ( "r:ote t t~e r. .. ya-:i . ?,i" a:-.g 
Bnndila, a nd Ang Komunist a'); the capture o: a ·ony o_ a doc ,en: of 
the Communi st ParLy of the Phil i opin s - - ''?cgi :.a1_ . ogra·- o: ,-::-.. .:.o .. 
f or 972" -- t hat list s t'ie mo t h- to - :::c:-.t!; ( fro ~" am.arJ to Oct.oi::_:-) 
ac t ivities t o be carri ed out; t he d • sor er bet. ·e :: .:.e C:iristisn r~a~a 
and the Musl i m Barracudas i:-i 1". l nden,.o ar:d S;;.:. ; =~c os=ge of a ~ 
Mindanao Independence !• ove,-cnt ; the cao ture o: ·.-er ·.a':.cr !) ;. - 0::1 a f:. s:: -

ing vessel MV Karagatan at D.:.goyo Poinc, Pa a_ a.. , I :-a oe~a. 

Short of martial la·, , \,•hat other extraordi:ie!-y ac ior.s can t :-.e ?r -iden':. 
take ? 

The Const itution provides t · o courses: "he uay ca _ oui:. t:: !? Are · Forces; 
or , he may suspend the privilege of the ',Tit o: ::a':Je., ~or,)US ." 

The Proclamat ion contends that both act i r:s ,·ere t '· _n ::"t orovcd 
ineffec t ive . Marcos declared tha he hed co:::ni:.ted 5 1, o: t!-.e A::-::ed 
Forces t o suppress the viol ence but "they • ·ere fo ur. inad quate t 

ontain" t he lawlessness . 

From Augus t 21 , 1971 to January l, _972 ." he usr-ended the vri t . This 
meanl; tha t ••hen a person is hei.d fo. de ent i on, the co!..!rt s • .. ill :-:ot 
inquire into the cause or legal i ty of his de en i r: . e ir.ay • e :1e' d 
unj us tly or Yithout probable cause, or fo e .. cirely i rre '..ev n:. reas !' S , 

In s:iort, the suspension is a summery .. _ t?-iod of: s ·i y s tn ~oi:-:s o : 
reel or i agined t roubl e - makers in t i ne of er lsis . i thout • inc; .. ':ro-- ,:i 
t he sl o•.: but due orocess of • a1o.1 , 

In his Procl amation, President Mar~ os once again detai'.. s a 'ist of 
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"its t.ha t he said t hwar ted the Armed Forces a nd t he int ent of t he 
~ cnsion O t he writ . The only c our se left, the ref or e , '-'as mart.ial 
•J , he a r gued. 

• r e is no que st i on that mar t.ia l l aw has a basi s in our Cons t i t ut i o 
'.! gover mont has emphat ica ly cited this lega l basis . I t ha s circu­
~cd t he Proc l amat i on t o other governments . I ts fir s t na ge promi nent -
c i t es t he a r t i c e i n our Const i tut ion t hat allows it . Other ~oun-

·i ~s , t he U. S . f or examp e , does not m nt i on mart i a aw i n i s cons -
. uLi on . ( But it has i mpos ed it several times ). 

,ll ranking Filipino of f ic ial s abroad vere qui ck t o de fend i ts l ega ­
, . For examp l e , For eien Secre tary Car l os Romu o bri efly i nse r t ed 

h l policy speech Octobe r 2 a t this year ' s ses s ion of t he UN Gen-
1 J,s :;embl y t ha t. " externally i nspired and suoport ed subversion" is 

. . of t he prob l ems t hat l ed t o martial l aw. 

t he same day , Secre t ary Al e j andro !elchor , speaking be ore t he 
- E s t -America Counc il of Comme rce and Industr y in , e,: York, found 

Jor,1 in his speech pr epared mainl y f or economist s a !!d bankers, t o 
.Ji .,t out t hat t he Pr esident " invok~d an authorit y ve s t ed in h im by 
-~ Phil ippi ne Consti t ut i on .,. " 

.P. quest i on is not i t s consti tutional basis . The quest i on i s its 
, ·e ssi ty and the extent t o hich it ha s been emp oyed by Presi dent 

"<' OS . 

·~ are some of t he que stions : 

. I s tie Communi s t insurrection so grave that ma r t ia l av is necess­
ry to suppress it? 

A Communist r ebe '.l ion of wide- sea l e and "actua l -war proportions" 
,,; the mainspri ne f or ca lling martial l a~ int o being . Here is one 

its di mensions : 

'''l'he size of the Co:nmunist fo r ces is 10,000 armed activist s 1:ith 
.o·.tL - , 250 r egula r s o diers , .. The mass base •:oul d be a bout 160 ,000 

, about 100, 000 sympa th i zers be l ongi ng to f ront. or gani zat i ons ... " 
' ' e.r cos intervi ev wi th 'e•.,s,.,eek, Oct . 30, 1972 . 

;10 s:na ll mil i t a. r y eat abli uhmcnt ( i s comµoae d of) 618 , OOQ ( ai ?J ~~.n i n 

e army , ?.6, ooo in the Cons abula ry, 8, 000 in the Air Force, ·and 
GOO in t he Na vy ... We are spread very thi n ... The Constabu _e.ry , f or 

r,p ' "', has t o look f or the securi t y of . ,000 vil l age s and 6? 

cities in 67 p r ovinces ... " -- i-la r cos l ntervie.., wi t h :k u York Ti _.es , 
Sept. 4, 1972 , 

The se f i gur es on t h0 gove r nm: nt f orc :, a ::n.y :Je o the h i _:;h a i de . Th ­
mor of t en publiohc d fi3'u e 1e 60 ,0~0 or all the r : d f'o rc c: :i . 7h:i.~ 
woul d stlll r: i ve ,., them a nu=eri c i l a' pe ri or ity o:' 5 to 1, not ccu11t ­
i ng the loc, i pol ice , ove r th ~ h • r d- corc 6 erri l l a forc e • 

Yet t he Procl a tnation has admitted t hat t :1_ A: ...__ r;; • ?orces ha·,e :i "' 
i ncapab .e of contai ning the present e e 1.lion . ~'.or eover t . e roc:.a-::-
a t ion s t ates tha t t he Co!l!f!luni sts i-ia·e ex-paned thei r i:- tivities fro::i 
Ce nt r a l Luzon to other par t s o f t h e co .t r y -- Cagayan al; cy , 2 ~­
bales, Laguna , Quezon, Bi col reg ion a. d l indaooo . 

Martial aw derives i t s po . r l'rom the USP of ,Ji :. ita ry s t re .. g;; .. . I.. 
t he .Phil ippines, t hat strength, de ::;pi tc its nu7.e c~l ,R \JU er ior_t y, 
has been f ound "ineff ective". ~rn t hen t hi> !:e cd f or r:- t ie.' :. -.:? 

The ans·.:er l i e s i n the ot her r>o,..;iei- s t :1-:t t -a r t i!l~ a .. ve s t s on t !",e 
Pr e s i dent . For exa 1np · e,he can now -::1..aril y -:, .. ace 'nder e t e::tio , 
•.;ithout tri al, pcrs ns ...,ho. he ec ~e.; " r ~ r;t:.i . y o:' th e cric:es o:' 
r e be l lion and other cr i mes . nee 

o By 26 Sep t ember, " t hP .a :11P. s o_ 1:.01·e t ,.a ::1 :.oo n r s or.s 0 1 ready 
i n detention have been discl osed . " (i:c· · vo~·k i:' i :·.es , Se, ;., . 27) 

11 Some 200 ar r e sts have b een lBde in • he say a s er i:. :or act i • • -
• • I t ies deemed by t he mar tial la:. author l i-les hru: . - 1 10::e , -a O!" a .. cl -

ther . " ( Nev Yor k Times , Oct . 3) 

o "It is clear fro-n r epor t s by o o ,ri. rial .. l i. t& , or.-.-.ar.d r s V!:.:.~ 
hundreds o peop • e have been s e • 1. d ~-ho s e r~at: have t e~r. o . ~ i.st...., 
a nnounc d in Mani a . ,a me s of inu.i · · due: ar rest ed i:, ti:e . ro vi ;-i e .., 
are not be ing a:,nounced 1ocal y . " ( lie;; ~ork 'f_r.,_e s , Oc .· ) 

o 11There ere 3,000 prisoner s i n 
f or pol i t i ca l r easons ha s not een 

2 . What ere s ome of these other owers of martia ' rui.e ? 

The exper iences of other countries can serve no er y us 
Condit i ons diff er . Ho·•ever some r tial a·.· or oce ure s '1ave 
standar d . Among t he se, President ~!a r cos c osed s :ie r.,a s c:edi a out · e-::s , 
t empor arily closed schools, took over uti ities and a i r · i :-.e s , net i , -
a l i zed t ,,•o steel mills set cur e i hours, Prohibited r a __ i .-. s an ' • -
monst r a t ions, banned over sees trave l . r emoved a num r o f e:-:-,. :.oyee s 
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f r om government service. 

These actions ,,er e taken on the premise that these ..-r ld put the 
government in control of situations and installations that, i f t&ken 
over by the Communists, would be a danger to law and ord r . 

In his address to the nation on 22 September, Pre sident !,1:ir co s s .id 
that "off icials and employees of our national a nd loca l governme:-:ts 
continue in office .•. ' •.•ithin the limits of the situation. " I n t r.~ 
case of the j~diciary,he has defined some of these limits. 

The j udiciary, he said "shall try and decide all criminal and civil 
::ases , excep t those involving the validity, l ege. '. i ty or constitution­
rtl ity of any decree, order or acts issued, promulga ted or p erformed 
by me pursuant to Proclamation No. 1081." 

In practice, so far, it is not ~hat is kno~n as a bsolute martial lav , • 
in · hich every civil instrumentality has been rep laced by a corres­
ponding military agency. But th'e role of the milit.rry is no'.-' more 
pronounced. 

I n the provinces, for example , broadcast and print media ,,1hich are 
allo;,Jed t o operat e must cl ear t heir information with t he PC before 
d issemi nation. The PC searches passengers boardi ng airplanes. Those 
allo" ed t o travel overseas must obtain security c:.earances f rom th '! 
military in addi t ion to the normal police clearances. 

As Commander-in-Chief of t he Armed Forces, t he President's authority 
during martial law is difficult to limit, much l ess define. In the~ry 
i t i s unlimited. In his General Order No .l the first of a series 
of orders issued upon proc l amation of mart ial law) he said t hat he 
is assuming "the broadest Latitude and discretion in dealing vith the 
affairs of the nation and to exercise extraordinary powers ... " There 
i s no mention of any system of checks or bal ances. 

One l a·.-yer wrote: "Martial law is a system, obtaining only in time of 
actual ~-ar and gro•,:ing out of the exigencies thereof, arbitrary in i ts 
character, and depending only on the wi l l of the commander of the 
~rmy . It is r egulated by no known or established system or code of 
l a,-•s , as it is over and above them all. The commander is the legi s-
, a t or, j udge and executioner." 

3. Where, then, do the rights of citizens stand regarding their iife 
and property under martial la"~ 

Again, there a re no idelines . Or. 0 ;,as oder ve ,:o 
specif ic act ions t aken by ;r,art ia:. a ·, atrchori tie r 
For exnmol e : 

.:'ro·: 
:'."0!1 .. :'1 . 

On Sept. 26, i~ an intervie· ~·1th .:e·.· York ? i ir.es , ? resi en':. :'a:- os 
said that and ref orm 1:as a Part of defect in~ Co:;; . •ni::; ., si~.•·e cc--.-:" ­
nism fl ourished on the in j ustice a .d o.,pre::;sion o. ·.ar:d:.ord::.s~ . :~us 
~n 7 October, the government t ook over .;h_ li-5 - !,ecta:-c Tata'.o:] es-..a· e 

up~n paym7nt of ,jus t co~ensation'. ossib y in • o:;d, ':.o rev nt 
con"~i nat ion by Communis" subversive~ end t o i ·e fa . to : he ·a~d ­
less ( Pr ess Re'.ease No. _ 7B, Phi. . 1-'.iss i on to :.r.e -;;) . 

On October 10, Presidential Dec:-ee :;o . 2 di r r-cted t. e De:i . -:; -.er:: 
of Agrarian Reform t o t ake over he 11 ,000- he~terc Taca~a.era PState 
in Isabela for deve1.opment and di s t ribut ·on to te arJ'L S . 

1 
On Oct ober 21 , the Pre sident " i s ue< a ::iarti a la de ~.ee e.·'..o':.i:-.• 

122 acre s of sand to each tenant .a=er i n t),e rice r.d co:·- r.:-o· : .~: 
arias of the Philippines and l i~i tin~ · a .·o·T.er to ~o:din.s o: 
172 acres . " ( ew York Ti mes , 22 October . In Luzon t:11 s i;vo_ ·-"'s :-:o 
transfer of a out 3.75 million acres . , :.er. o·-:-:ers t o 7:.5 , 000 
tenant s . 

Some 3,000 fa. ili 0 s -- 20 ,000 oeop e -- a e oei. .c. .or::e o:..t c~ 
barrios in Isabela jnto overmJe!'lt con troll t o· ,i s :r-, o!'tle _ to 
"sanitize" ·them f rom the r ovin be .ds of /;{Uerrilas . . r : :; . -e.''!!"81 
Tranquilino F . Paranis honed to " trr.J yl> 00 o 20 ha ios t.y -..>: ... c::d 
of October . The di sol aced ':Jersons h~ t ~ "ave t::ei. rice u.: ·cr·.-~s :.c • . 
hom~s, furni t ure and forced t o Gel l ivcst o~k i n orde::- :. l-: \·e •as 
f or food . (For a coon'.ete report, see i,e· · Yo:·:, Tir'\eS. Oct. ?n). 

Here ,-·e '-'1.tness t · o martial law decrees, l h: at .on:lict • ·th .e~'· 
o t her . On t he one hand, l and is i vc:i; o:i :.h~ ot 1,er, . a nd i s t'l.~.e:-, 
a ··ay . It i s difficult t o seek guidel in<;s on i~e a:-id oro. er .. y _ro, 
these exampl e s , but they a r e t he on ly one s thct ere a veil ,, e so fo-r. 

Ho·.: l ong ,;ill martial le.v be in e feet.? 

In several published intervie~s, t he Pres ident has said t hat he .o~es it 
·-·i ll be lifted by November / 973, t he end of his secono t e , . "3ut I 
cannot guarantee it, nobody can," he adds . ( al l St . Journal . Oct . :.1) 
(E:xecuti ve Secret ary Melchor said in .. ashington S"?t . 25 that :..a i al 
la,/ can last as long as t•,o years and the. t i t ni ht I ead t o car.ce I_ -
tion of the 1973 elections) . 



•· . ever i t long it takes, the President has, by fa lling on this " l ast 
i.ne or defense" ( as he put in his address), irrevocably committed 

' ., self t o its success . "If this martial la·,.· f a1ls, I will l ose my 
·ue . Perhaps my hole family vill be executed, he t old the Rev. J ose 
.. z, s .J . , president of t he Ateneo University vhen the ' atter ·.-as 
unrnoned f or tal ks in Malacanang on October 3, (For hi s report , see 

"le l'o) , 

ut ..-h:ile t he Communist t hreat ha s been ru·sued as the constitutional 
1stification f or t he mart ial l aw, another justifi cation has been 

,'Jiced . "At the samt? t i me , we mus t no·.: reform the social , economic a nd 
, ,litical institutions in our count ry," the President said in hi s address , 

• 2. t refo .cation p"..an has been revealed in bits and p i eces . It inc l udes 
• nd reform; ,j udic ial reform; "the re struct urifnB of the government"; 
~aucational reforms . .. r elating t e educ at ional sys tem t o our economic 

!"",. lopment; " "manpo er t raining schemes t o cut unemp loyment ! " "di-
' crsification and increase of exports ," a '. l these to be achieved 
urin and '-'ith the he '.p of r.mrtial l av . 

~nceivab l y a year 's time could dampen the violence of a Communist 
i ~-urrection . But the s t a ted goals of a refor med soc i ety -- e l l neces­
·ary and : ong due - - wil l take cons iderabl y l onger t o achieve . Even 
ith the forc ibl e i mpetus provided by martial la ·, some of these goa'.s 
-~ f ormidable t asks that demand considerabl e money a nd a long, long 

·.·a:n out timetab e . Logically then, the forecasts points t o martial 
a I -.. ell beyond November 1973 , the end of the President's second term . 

.o ColJlTilB.nder-in-Chief, even during martial 18'11, is above the Constitution . 
.d the Constitution prohibits a third term . In the next t 'elve months, 
,at are his options? How can.he gain more time to achiP.ve the reformed 
c.iety? To speculate: 

---he can press the Constitutional Convention to · -rite in a t"o­
~c.r ext ension t o hi s t erm in the ne'•! constitut i on . Such a proposal 

.~ s been submitt ed, Then hold a referendum, Public anprovnl is easy 
,, manage under ma rtial l aw. 

-- - he can r emain i n offi ce as Prime Minister . On Oct . 20, he press­
·! the Convent ion i nto writing in an artic·e that nrovides f or a change 
• ·om t he pre sent presidential f orm of government to t hat of a uar' ia ­
,._ntary system. During this transition period, the President a so be-
-.)mt? s the Prime Minist er and wi ll hol d both oos i tions until lte call s 
,:ion the interim par I iament t o choose the ne:, executive . The President 

;_11 decide ·,ihen this indeterminate t ransit ion period wil' end . 

IO 

- -- he can co l ete·.y . abrogate the constitut ior:a_ '-i::ii:~tior:of . o 
years in . ~f~ice and co~~i?ue as pre~ident inder r.artia _ ·.a·. on t':e 
grounds ,-nat the Repub ic s safety 1ror:1 rebe'.-ion is r.ot yet a:;s,z-ed 
and the objectives of the reformed societ y have not yet bee .. co::- :.ete:y 
ach i eved . 

Such speculat i ons may seem a fruit • ess exer ise . ut t1e • aG \.i:'.e 
de spera t e importance. e Gpec ia_l y at ',his ti..0 • I ~ t:~e ~esi e t c oo e~ 
t o l ift, martial law sornet i ,e next ye r , sr.orL . y ::e.or e ?:ic -::er. '!, c.,;. 
e ections must be ca led f or a ne·· ore ide~t . 

Ho\1ever the i nterveni '3 months of :nartial la·.· :--a :; svif' e ::.at :;.::;s: 
crucial period bef ore elect i ons 111 :~e. e : ,.o-.,·e -,ust cc a\;'e ·:o d::.Sc'.l .~S 

thorough· y andful l.y i mpor a t r.s.t.l.ona qu_ :_on~. 0:1ly tr.ro·.i.-:h , •• ,.·. 
a process can they dec ide int el li_cntf y on t:in '"le~, ":) o • ill in ' de •.1·.ei:­
future . 

Among thP. se issu-:?s are : t he ne" Const i.1, u-',.io:., ,,'le · . ,- 0 hi 1. i, i..<> ?ati·:,, 
rig!1ts ( that expire i n 1974), rel ati ns i t ·1 - ocis.:.is:; a. Co•~: .11- _s~ 
countries. 

If "there is some kind of e· ections i iio e::bt?r I 0 73 , 
is i mposed t ill October 1973 , t:ie nrocess b'- o·"~ qu. 
results hollow . 

THE CIERGY AND l'AARTIAL LAW 

tii · _ r.: tia:. 'a 
"!. lor.a.~1-r• an t;":_ 

Proclamation 1081. , the docume1 t that fon~,ally ~resF.::t; Preside. t. 
Marcos ' case for martie la·· is emphatic end cl ear _n :-.ac.i ::~ t:.e _1_~1:: : 
Communism , Svirtly, hundreds ,·ere arres ~ed, a good_y ::~1:.ber c 1 erv. .·.e::. 

Among 1;:iose • .,hose arrests ·..:er e made kno-~!1: Co.,.:. _iu s L8;e. -a:,- , di:·e -
t or of the privatel y-run Social Co11unu...,ire.tio6 s Ccn er : Jer.:es Do. '- ·~. 
Patri ck Healy, Jame s Colli ns ; I 
ni cks, bot'~ missiona~·ies ·:ho operate a radio sta .:. ni. •:.e Visa:, 
Vincent Cu'len, S.J. , one of man pr'es s ··~o s rve e:; c:m:i ei:1s '.:.o 
chapters of the Federation of Free Fa 'lllt?rs 11 over he ou."it.y . '.a Y 
other FFF chau'.ains " ere arre s t ee. . 

Arreatc; d in l,.ind ,nao, Hea l y, Joll ins & i:ionah'..le werl! N ?O '.<> 1 
rel eased l ater end the re?ort said t hat i ve other n:-iest.s :!d a !1un 

:·ere also released ·:ith them . 

'J'o be sur e, pri_ests and nuns cannot be Com ,unists f or t:-:ey ar 
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antithe se s o f a godless ideology , Like o ther priests in other p laces, 
"hey indu' ged in a ~t ivities that woul d be judged subversive by martial 
law standards, I n recent years, prot est demons t ration s i n the Phi l ipoines 
, ave bee .. ,\oincd, and sometimes led, by the c l ergy. Many have found it 
n:ore meani ngful t o proselytize a ·.-ay from the pulp i t, but on the streels 
at' !anila aux,ng students or in t he sugar ca ne f ie· ds of Negros among 
nl rant •, or kers . 

Su h ac tivities ,:ere not al· . .-a ys l ooked kind · y on . Radica"!. students 
'1Ave denounced t he c lergy as c l erico- fas cists, i ntent on hol ding on 
t o po••er and property . Some years back, President Marcos and t:-ie 
Jesui t s, specifically f ormer Ateneo president, Pac i fico Ort iz, r ebuked 
PUCh other i n oublic statement s, The President inf erred that the Je­
suits lent a hand t o street demonstratio s; Ortiz rep l ied sometling 
a:,out ::ascism . 

V 
: ,. is no surpr ise therefore that t. e c·.ergy is once a gain invo~~d i n 

~e af_ a i rs of stat e . The Catholic Church holds a dominant oosit ion 
,:1 hil ippine societ y . Some segments of it, for instance, arc a con­
:-,· derab' e power on the side of the l and"ords . Al so, "acceptance by 

1:e Cat.holic hi erarchy can be an important avenue to oublic office 
• .. d non- acceptance t he dea th knell of politica l a mb ition," observes 
!yrdal GWUJar in Asian Drama . The same mav be said of mart ial la· 
~d \.: lis exulains the f ollo·.·"ing prot eBt lette r f r om biaho ;:i s and : 

·•, lif:~ OU.s superiors, and an at te1:pt at· :ncd°iation as r e?o:rte d by Fr. ' 
o,u vru z , 5 . J ., pr - ai dcnt of th" At · •. .: o de l-!anilo Uni ve r sity . 

Angono, Rizal 
Seot e ber ~8, 1972 

.... Excellency Ferdina nd E. •!areas 
r~:i i dent of the Republ i c of the Phi '.i;,pines 
-1 n.cana115 Palace Manila 

·cellency: We he undersigned, are members o r the Ca tholic h i erarchy 
.d superiors of religious orders of the Philiupines . We •,-rlte you this 
-ter , kno·.·ing full •·ell that you ··n ' recognize t :,i s fact, that our 
ncern is t'1e same a s yours: the good of our oeopl e and country . 

t er I ong and thoughi'ul deliberation , ···e f ee I ,,.·e must in consc ience 
• you ~now -what ~e think a bout your imposition of martial l aw on 
"' •,holA country a nd supp ;_ ement and suppor t the statement that the 

':nir.i s t r at i ve Board of t he Catholic Bishops of the Philippines , through 
ei ::- President, Archbishop Teopist o Albert o, ~resent ed t o Your Excel ­
~cy a fe . days ago , 

12 

I the dange_ fro . subversive ar.d rebe 1 lious elewents is as great and 
a s •,;i c1espread as reported, · ·e are not ready t o say . We accept the fact 
t hat you have a ·,:ider grasp of the extent of Co=nist infilt ration 
t ha..vi we do. But we have peronal kno·. ·ledge of the situat ion in our 

0 
.• 'll particula r ci.,ies ~ d prov1 ces . And it is for t his reason t:-.at ve 

are deeply di strubeo. . 

Like you, • .. e want a new society , ':his is ·•· et ·. e are for. Thi s is • t at 
, . have been striving for all along i n all our •;ork a s C -.;:cch:-:en . i,:r.at 
• e • <- t h " · · i • " ak JO has ... -.·e ar.., bothered about i s tn:::iv ,e n~ soc e~y you soe o, , .,a 
brought about by force, by t he restricting node of !'.3rt i e.l la• • ?ro .• 
our experience -with our peo;,le, ·.-e stand convinced that no lastin 

hange of heart ever comes from change decreed by fiat . True co~ve7sion 
~o~mes only from persuasion and good exa!r.p · e , fro. internal a~d ·i clin 
ac;ept~nce, not from f ear or coercion. 

we ~,oul d therefore strongly make these t hree ::-equest s of you: (1). that 
shorten the ru· e of m.e.rtial law to as brief as t i me as -:,ossib Le, 

t~ua matter of a few months at t he most ; (2) that those det a b:d f~r 
..,,hatever reasons be dealt ·:ith fair· y and , ust.ly in ci vi courcs o, 
1a ·,•! , the innocent released as soon as possible; and (3) th~t e:~:1 
before the f i na lifting of martial la·.·, basic freedo:ns like vnose 
of speech through mass media be restored t o our c itizenry . 

These requests are made solely from concern f or our ;,eopl e . ,. e kn?-..· 
t hey vill not suffer for long the urtai l ment of t heir f'undanenta s 
rights and we fear that this r.epression ·; ill lead t o great er E 1 _ . 
t han y~u set out t o correct, In our honest j udge r.ient, '>le be_leve t:ns 
f act a lone t o be a great inj ustice. It is t h is fa too that i ~ els 
us to speak up f or ourselve s and for our peool e , 

Trusting in a f avorable reply, •,e beg to remain, 

Re spectfully yours, 

(The letter was signed by 17 Archbishops, Bishops and) Vicar A;::ost olics 
of 17 provinces, and by 17 heads of re igious orders . 

A meeting vith the President 

of t from Fr, Jose c~. S.J. : 
The following 1s a copyAa repor 

d by President Marcos t o Malacar: 
t b 3 t 5 30 pm I -,,.,as s ummone . '-

On Oc o er a : I ,.-as asked to enlighten him regard:!mg t •• e 
.In face t o face dialogue, 
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second etter of the Bishops objectin to martial l a : . I r esponded in 
the _ol owing manner. I t old him that some of the Bi shops have r esent­
ed the f ollowing : 

l . t he detention of priests ·ho are i nnocent . Fr . Vi ncent Cu1 len, . 
S .J . has always supported the Land Reform Program in his mission . He 
has defended the FFF, t he poor farmers ··ho are being eJected fro m the ir 
sr.i 11 l ots b the land grabbers, some of them big ooliticians . But in 
t h(; e•.• society, it is Fr . Cul len who is arre st<?d and the .and rabbers 
are not mole sted . 

~ . som of t he bishops r esent the fact that the national emergency 
may be val ld f or the Mai a a nd surrounding areas , and not for the 
·,hole country . Some of t he dioce se are peacefu . To . lace them urder 
t.h sorne condit ions of martial la,y is oppressing them ,,r.ithou t reason. 

I n r e sponse, Pre sident Marcos said the fol 10\,'i ng : "I am Bllare that 
som~ innocent people are being det ained , but I ass re you t'1ey are no 
be ing harmed . As Pr esident , in the face o t· is e ergency , I have exer~ 
c· ised r,iy discretion t o app l y preventive arrest f or this r ea on lon~, 
namely, t o neut ra lize every possib ' e sanctuary of communist res i s tance . 
.[ am f'.1l l y conscious that with the eruption of violence, many innocent 
•.,11 l ci i e . Prevc ti ve detention ,:as my I e13al. instrument in neutra izing 
poss:l l e bes s of communist r etalia tion . " 

To t he second question, Mr. Marcos answered the fo lowing: " rnar tia1 e· · 
hes to be applied t o the ·.·hole coun ry . We canno';; be se l ect ive at t.h is 
t.:.m<> , The count ry has comploinF'd enou~h that there bas been t oo much 
di scr i rnination in the app l cation of the sanctions of the I a •-· . I t ffiEIY 
be tru . th t the national em~rgency is pr esent rr.os t acutely i n the !a­
nila ar :t • a nd the sur ound i ng areas. To rest!·ict martia l aw to these 
confines alone --ould only l ead to the communist - t hreat moving some-

.ere e· se . To neutral ize the threat ·,i thin the Manila area c.:ffe ctive l y, 
o';;her possibl e esca e r outes must al so be bl ocked . The aop ica t·on of 
tLa.rti a la,· has to be on a national scale . " 

3. some of the Bishops obj ect t o the detent ion of newspapen nen 
and the curteH ing of free speech by the closing of media~ 

'' I run a ,are of this," ans•,•ered lr . Marcos, "but accor d i ng to report s 
of i ncreas i ng normalcy, I am hopeful that a good number of ne,,soaper ­
men ~i ll be r e1eased soon . Some may ·ake some t ime because the Army 
has amassed evidence of collabor ation with subversives, They •,.-f .l have 
t o be t ried. I a m puzz ed by t he unfavorable reaction of the maj or 
re l i gious superiorG against my de cision. Ca n I meet ,dth t hem? " 

I~ 

ANSWER: "Mr. Pr esident, I -. ·111 have to 3:>e~, ·:e . j o-:>e . .' .. • u:-. " ::-.k ly. 
The ma.j or r e l i p:ious sup '-'riors a:re very :us:, .i.cious o!' y r::o :. i'Jes . You 
do :1ot have much credibill t y vi th the:. .. If you ta:.k · ·i-;.h t.he::, : .. e· • 
i mmedia te:.y r eact i n the f ollo cing man er : ' J'._l t:1 1s ls a s · o·-· o:' -:io:.i­
t i cal charm in order t o manipulate us , t o usc.: us :'.'or hi s o ... ,. G .. :r- ;::· o!'i ­
fication .' Yow· ulterior mot:ives -..,1-1 e .. ays be unde SJ ::: -:i .i.c~on .' ' 

MR. MARCOS: "If thi s martial la·.• fai~s, I ;,,il o e y li f 0 • ne :-!: 9:; 
r.,y •hole fe.r:tlly may also be execut ed . \-, .at o t ,.e . e·.rtde:-.ce o" cr':!~.:.·::-::._ ·ty 
do I ha ve t o sho·.-'/" 

FR. CRUZ: "Just the sa:ne, Mr . Pre side .t, 1. s bet~.,, 10 • es " -·.er 
person like Gener a l Ramos meet it. t . e::i f :;. :;'.: . .1-r:.e:r n.:.::; i:-,i~ • .:.a· 
meeting , the c ' i te may be .os e :;u.:.ted fol· yo-..; :.o r.:eet • .:.::. ~:.e. dire::t ­
· y in a 13roup . Event al y, I hop e a ;;, up <'0'.';l) IJ.:'" o'.' -i:r<:e o:- · o· ·~ 
de s ignated by t he Bi shops end ;,m: r relid o is S'~"'crior'" .:-a . te co~.:;-.:.-;.~­
ted to act as a liaison gency bet·.:een t l:e ::;ovi:r~-~-,,:i· a: v · .e Churc': ';;o 
dissipate mi sunderstendin s a ,d e:;ta:. · is':: r. fatio~!,· i:- s o: dia' _:u<: . 

MR . AARCOS: "I 1,ra.s under t '.ie i 1 .. re ss ion t . . a• ~ • .e ~ h!.',.._. _ fi ::.:-o..-,., w .o ,:i ~.i -~ 
me '.:ere already t!1at • iaison· g oup . " 

F . • CRUZ: "It seems a-pparent that t ey __ ,.. .. o!, e" e?t.ed s +, .e o. '.:'ic ia:. 
spokesmen f or all. I s ue;gest a .. er son • ·r:e ,i • .o:> o::za::;~, ·.o S-?e-::; 
t~ commnnd the trust of a 1 t .e J isho:,i; s £:. • ·o ., , both :·o-.inc a:-d ol 

At thi s point i t he dia ogue , t he P. ~ ide~: 0 i '" u., ~he :.~ , ~~~o::e 
and ca l. l ed Secr etary Ponce Enrile ;:n:i ON'"r d :;--e re' eas" o'.' e :. . d 0 i::ed 

t + di -ar-"" ··A - r de!"t"?d to 1..·,.. - ~:.a":/ iz -priest s . A few momen s . a~cr, r a o o:i, , •• -
ed v i th the BukiU.non PC pro 1inc ial coi71:"".n.'1dt?r "".o e.?"ra. e :'or ::~ r 1 cn:3 
of ?r . Cullen, S.J . The actua orde a t ra .s-,i 1 ::e on° ar.d, :e·: 
ho\.lll' lat er . 

"ACCEPl'ANCE" OF Mi\RTIAL IA\· 

A er t he f irst mont h,.of martial ls.w 
of what has happened . 

"the e is ,'.'.P.n !'"Il l 

d 'h oo- s~o F l i i~os Tha t is hov ~r . Tillman Dw-din su11unari ze • e •• o ·' • 
that he ob served whi e he "'as i n the Phi1 i P:ines .or o •• e '.:'1~e •• 

·' d = .. art i al la,.. . :-:r . D;..J-d n .as ::ee:. arter President Marcos i mpose ,., 
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v~rk Ti me s correspondent or 35 years and as reported extensive:y 
l.' Asia . He recently returned t o Nev York end gave a suecia l bri efing 

•I, . 3 a t the Asia House, 112 East 64th St . , under t.he ausni ces of the 
" l'i vate ·.y-:run Asia Soci ety . His r ew.arks t o a select group of American 

s in ssmen and some half a dozen Filipinos .,,ere no ~ reported in the 
e;cal media . 

!',pproval o the martial l a\!/ is given wi th qua'.ifif'ation . Hope i s ex­
·~ s sed that this arbitrary system .. i ·.1 not I as t f or l ong a nd that 

•. 1c Presldent • ill not abuse h is near a bsolute powers," Mr . Durdin 
,uld . 

'"lar rom rare briefings of this kind, Filininos in Nf!u York re·y on 
•ttcrs f rom horn~ and renorts in the U. S media t o foni a 7>icture of 
•,:, situation in their country . Letters f rom home, a t east. those ro:'l 
sidents of the Greater Mani .a area , te l l o t 11O t hi ngs: the fear t o 

,, c k out a5ains t the martial l aw, and, the fee ing tha t crime has 
.:-•![) Sided . 

1e fear 'to voice crit i cism is ,inderst andab l e . f~art i al la,: considers 
r .iti.:: ism subversive. •rhe f ee l ing that city streets are safe at l ast 
,om l a·. ·lc ss elements is also unders t a ndable . Thugs ope:rately mosl l y 
• ni ght , but a 11idnight to morning curfe1: has ept them inactive . A 

···lve aga·nst unlicensed firearms have kept these ·,:ea.pons ou of sight. 

•·ounled ,-:ith this sense of security are the rep orts that the corruot 
•. ~d ".he incompetent are beine; purged from govern1nenl serv lee , no t orious 
. ~ogs r and smugg ers are being , ounded - up . Admitted .y, the effect 
:. all these i s the fee l i ng of reli e f -- relief from the thues, the 
. ~ ru!' t a nd the i nefficient . In a ·ay, it ; is the relie1' that cal.ms 

uain- , Taciced body ·:hen a pain-killing drug is administe red . 'rhe suff ­
l nG man fees h i mself cured . 

: -.~, i s he? With the pain temporari l y gone , the critica . diagnosis :nust 
~ :nade . The e;ang s er s , 1,he corrupt and t he inefficient •:el'e on· y the 

_ "1ptoms . 'The rea l villain is the disease and i l s causes . 

11 the cas~ of the Philippine s, the symptoms had been allo'1ed to fester 
Jr so lm>g that they '-'ere oft en judged the 1·ea1 disease , As ear l y as 
~ven years ai;o, Preside:1t Marcos had recognlzed the synrotoms of that 
i:c;_ase. The nevly e ected President said i nhis iuauguro.l addres s: 

'Our people ha ve come t o a point of despair . Just ice and securit y are 
:; riyth s . Our go·,ernmr:nt is gripped in the iron hand of venality , H s 

1,rensu:ry is barren , its resources are wasted, its civil. service s l oth­
'al. and i ndiff erent." 

'rhosc crit ical of t he Pres i d .r.t' s .. ardcl r-... :. ·, a,·, !1::, - ::.,~r: : :{ .1 

wer e all that a · lo,,:ed t o continue t !'l r oUP_,h s ,;;· c:-: ::tear :;7 1.:>;: , de::, ~ te 
his extensive presidential pavers of o cr:-::..ent, ·er. a·.1 t:.at :-:o: e!'foc ­
t ive ' y dealt ·."1th? Is martial l a,:, • i h all its r.arsh l i~i':,a tion s o:, 
t he 1a·.•- abiding, t he honest, t he ef"icient, the .)TO:>~r ::i. i c i !1"7 Cr 
is it j ust real ly the pain ki l ler? 

The critics r• ontend t hat i t is t he ' atter . ut it.· as s.d ·Jir.iyte.!"e:i a : a 
time ,.:1en the a gony ,:as s o extreme , its soothin.~ e :,,ct. s 'la ·e tee!' 
accepted as th~ cure . Hence , t he man ho nus t ear r c :;pc .~::l•i' 1-:· fo . 
permittine t!1e disease t o go check~, • ::o co ::.:r i buted to i'ts :'est ri r.g 
gro·,-th, is now being • .a i l etl as t :r.e healer . 

For the present, that seeir. s t o exp l ai:1 t o so,e exte , t, t::e i ni'tie· r r,a c ­
t ion of acceptance. For the mar t.ia l a ut critics, e::ceptanc:e i e:rnr~s ;:ed 
in t heir statisUcs of 70'f. less robberies, l ' O,OOO fii:e , ns tur ,:c. in, a 
dro;> of cri me incident s from l,8oo t o is8 . 5 a ·,eek 

Ot'iers vie\r acceptance as dis tru i:.~. ii not a.em,i "l,:: . '!' :::-,e:-: y s ie­
ni fies a state of aff airs so acut e - ::.n d :-ray. i-: • ·i l.l allo t :,e 
imposition of order a t the eX1)ense o:' t a:; i civil .!"is': s . I 't : ies :or 
disc iu · i ne at any cos i- , even t,':1a t. o:' j s t ~e . It !~a s or. i sen t:-.e :,-:-.---to,s 
, .. rit'1 the disea se and has gras, ed des:>ernte l a'... a :' :r::. of . e . i ef ::, :at 
of~ers · ess cure than neri 

The ueril l ·i e s in s:1i dn acceptance • nto a:s:,rova:. . Ove:- a • .,g in-~ . 
as th material benef i ts o f sa f P. s reet s, s'.:eV . izf:' ,ric' P. . e:':L.:. ::t 
government clerks and s uch o'ther i!'litial effects of_•·~ tia1 •. a· · !:::~:r. 
t o take hold of the heart s of a peou e l one; de;,rlvec. o , s ·· !1 t er. 11.s. 
they may tur n indifferent a nd even approve of :.. in,erent .a· 1-:: • a 
mart ial law syst en . 

The neril lies i n this trade of'f . A.re the be efi ts • ·orth t :ie r\ r ic~ions? 
For a l arge oart of the Filipino :io-:iu· nt io, , nan ~ Y t he :,~:,r • :·e e i s 

no trade of f a t stakP. , They ne ver had the ::-.ean.~ • in ::. •• : . i";;rs t ' a: e • ~ 
t o savor the fruits o f a 26- year • re- martial. . der.1 c~e.,ir· . ve::-r. .. :, ., . 
They more t han anybody el se, s ,. ered t he rava es o . the aiS'?BS • ':o·, 
!l'.artial l av is off ered them as 1. :1e cure . And in t .ei:r desonrat e a_ i,y, 
t~ey •-·ill accept i t. a nd approve i 't . Ther e lies the pert 1. 

11 
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lVIarcos' Medicine 
·1hP. :mpr'-,it , 'l:\ ,.~ :r1, 1tla' lnw rn :ht•. rh1!ip_pinr$ i !-) 

,1ub1,111 ,; mrd .· i;'I<: f,,:· 1he h11hl ~m c1~i:, I i~Js th~l hav t• 
h•~cn c.,ppi!t;! ,: ,c S\i •!1:1:,:, :11~,1 tmity o · th~, i?-la r.u rep~h­
a ,:, :rr l',\i"tt. ;·;,r: <·t,.1,mu:,i sf,l cd n a ni 1m•:1r : 1:~H, n 

.;-, ,I urb:a.!l tf? l r,;,- (.1~1•'1 ':)_\' Pre.,. idtnt M;;i'-''~ :\:- 1u,;t:11ca 
,;" ,~ r11 r the :-t "·~ n·~ti:dtm of l h H ;,ue rri e1- :, nd u ;o:md•\1P 
,if 11ptl -> <iil1c,n ieal! t r!. u:.::· ,,u lJ!rOW lh!. o~ sul:h _w idtilyi:~:!, 
;,: t1hie111s ~~ w\d~~r rc:u1 po\"t rlY :tnd ~ori:\t ial:.isth.'C, 
, :1.- in.par t 11( )!O\'r•nl iUC r.1,;i l l·urrupli 1;t1 and u w frh i~H y. 
• ric1;~µloym'! r. L a11d r.,:h ilr:i l :it1<l pi,li: h·:\1 ~nl,1J:!~1ms:w, 
hr, wren M11s1i,n~ :rn~ Ch n et um'i i11 the S(Ju~rirn! J<;l.1:1,i :: 

:1,1o:; now h~"'f'n :1;:;ra\·,1 tcd 1)y =-cct:11 dis-1 \. t ot.s fl ,,r.s 

o n I U7.(1n. 

•\lt lwl1;h ~lr. :'\far,,, .. hr.~ {1 i,..dgtJ :,, u:,. t! in", nCw 

1\'1WCl, to i11:-- li tu t1• !- \\Crpi:,g r rform .... . h:c;u, in:,! :hi.: 
,~:tl 1on\'.'H.i l;uid r~for 'l\ ht· ~rin~111 11t t·d y,•f :crda~. i~ 
r ,·1 >rd in r d fillini :,.imllar p ron iscc d '.! rini; sC'v:·!1 )'1':l rc; 

•:i f'? N· t 1, '-. tJ ff1~ e inva?~ :-kt.' fl lil i:-.;1, . ;\i ;111 y fi:ip in•JS s~lS· 
1't<'l !hat hi, 1,\\ n ;,·;mini: l'"PUlanl)' ~n<l lhc 111 0 , p<.',·L 

, ,r lo~in~ P"""'r i\! 1hr rntl u r his srt·oncl tcnn m : xr yc:1: 

'.L1 ri mnr,: t:.i d11 wi~:1 the l'rc:-iidcn\·~ a~sumruior: ,11 a rhi· 
t rJr)' ,nll hn:-ity th;:;r, a11y sc-rinu~ tlnc-,H rt'om tht• rc:-ur• 

~cnt l•ft. 

'!'lie aud:il qi:1·.a ion for 1h~ i•lu!ippinc~-~n,l fu r the 
\ ·,11 1, ... d St art·~ . which !1as imp,,n ,uH . c:i11mr·ntal. military 
:1 ncl r•t () tJir,,r intue<I!-- in it'i :me·ti mC' rotony-is wht'ther 
rrr!-idrnt ;\ln1~u'- \ ' iH indeed ,l•n,pcr tyranny wilh J!Cll · 

11 nr: :·cinno :11HI liHJ\' l' tpr.:cdily \n re \ Oil'! dc1uorn11i<. 
prnrrdrn rs ·1 h"' ;-;:i;_!gC'~thm hy J h1~h Marcos aid~ in 
'.\ a;h:ngt1111 that m.,rn~I law mil!hl he maintoined fur 
;\Iii Ion~ 1~ 1,,,. :,-c,!f.; i$ not r-ra~~u , iog 

If Lhc ,·u rrent Sl! pprc.~.,ion should harden inl t• a p,,,. 
lnni;c-d crrorl ,, prese•ve hy force the power of the 
presrnt Pr •sirlr nt ~nd 1hr pr:d!cj!cs of the dom,nanc 
,,li~archy, 1hr pruwer l wou ld he !or n11_,re, not less, 
, i\' il ~lnfc in thr Phili ppi nrs lo the detriment or peace 
and ;tabi li ty 1hro11~huul the Wrstcrn Pacific. 

IR 
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iehind the Philippine Crisi 
Upon deelnring martial ]a\\; ·in th<! 

Philippinr.s Inst weekend, President 
Ferdinand E. )Iarcos deplored subvrr­
i;ion by "n foreign power"; in fad, the 
1,ation's immi.'dialc power problems arc 
domestic- and Marcos is one of the:m. 

The rlemrnts involved in thi:; lnlcsl 
disaster for democratic rule i.n Southeast 
. .\sia. are as volat ile as they arc ueprc:s.-;­
lngly familiar: an increaslngly autocra­
tic and corrllpt regime, an econom:: 
bc:iefiting the closely held assets of an 
affluent few, the grossest exploitati<m 
by industrial investors from abroad, 
including many American firms-and, 
nt the bottom. a. poverty-crushed popu­
lation, resentful and rebellious. 

This fo redoomed attempt at reprcs-
' !\ion by )Jarcos would be lamentable in 

:my case. That it ,w.s motivated to a 
consid •rable ex tent by a determination 
to protect U. S. ir,vestments, even at the 
expense of the Filipinos, renders it even 
more dismal; the spectacle stirs mem­
ories of this country's many wretched 
policies in its r..dministration of the 
islands after the Spnnish-..\meric:tn War, 
1iolicics which prr figurl'd 'blind blunder.~ 
to come year~ lntrr in Vietnam. 

It is not only the )farcos regime that 
is beset. There is Saigon, there is Vien­
tiane, Phnom Per.h, Bangkok-all 
Amffican clients. )lany days of reck­
oning are still ahea.J . 

------
.AN~EPE:-;DJ::.'T . ·i.;11·sPAl' J:R 

urt.ial Law • n 
ln the Phih !11nc , rr,i•J nt .,ilrcos lt - pro­

claimed martbl J,\. ju.,:if~ ! 11 . .! his rt<:t -Ut!Jtccc-­

dented in :'.lanil~'s 2G y<'a,:; f i. dc··>cn lencc- lly 
l<'itiu~ a c,nnmunbl r,,bclHon l,t!nJoy.it!; !tt: J: ·\ c 
and n1. te ria! suppo, l 11[ a !11rci ;11 po\\'cr " 'i'l ,, :111>1 ~ 

i. not cntirC1~Y :-•11 pt bl• .1 ,\ • ,, o mnfl'! ~ a __ ,l th~ 
counln ·s rlefl.'li~(\ m,ri i te1 ct1mpi:t1r in -:.: th::i \he 
r ni:eJ· Stn1es ,·.as , uppl _n11:: 1,1;dff•c1ent m!lil:i~, 
2 1cl, declared •h ;, t thr Hdc or r ummuni< ~m• rrilh 
ncth i , ,1.ould ~::1•H t r,,r1..·a \\ ··~hint.;1f,ll to :t1he mryrc 
noiicc: )lr. :\i,nco:,' hr,: '- 'f•!' a, mll1ta :y dic1.at0r 
w:1s o ::t ric~t hi -; le1!r1l r~,ht1c1 l ,,ppo .. 1t:o.~. ii '..: crit• 
ics 2t ht>m ',\Olt"!"l' il ht! 1s lryi n:.! t conjur e up 
Pnnu~h of ,'l ~en~" of t.:ri.:ii' !• • jthll1." contin1 ct! per• 
H•nat rule whco1 l11s ;~co:11 i l rm r:1 .J, nr.,1 )ear. 

. lr .. iar<·os has ab1• JllOOlhVi to iriititute :,',\<'';' 

lni; soc1:i l rdorms 1 l1 need !or lhrm is u1'.dis­
pnt cd. Th l'hil ippi nc , i, :ho d:i,;ic '';of s1.::te.' ' 
Succ-cs~h·p p-:riod~ ,,i ·1nni .. h and Au "'ric,Ht co!0niu l 
rul~ !lrlpeu L· ~• ~b!, ,h " 1 uli ng cl:1~; which h", been 
u11for~r .. 1hlv inu;{fcr,•111 10 he claim· uf c,,mmon 
pt opl~. Po1;L,iar . lrug)!h api n. t th· aa,hon 1e~ 

he Pl ilipp . ie 

in "._,.,,.:: ri 

p:e h.1 \ 'C Lt! 

;. ,:tcu it o, 
or;. ,ni1crl n:­
t.b?.JlJe, ! hy r, 
n4,•.v b'. ·unP 
:tlr~l trav1 1 i. . 

ii t-.,tJe :1:lb ~r 
.ill ti") <: Cl'J: 

th m, 11nuld l• 

cos h , th•· 11.ll 
~n trroil •. ill l, 

, ,, 
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