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WEW YORK DEMONSTRATZ,AGAINST MARTTAL LAV

Some 70 demonstrators gathered October 6§ in front of the Philiooine
Consulale in New York Clty<bo ®rotest the iwoosition of martial law ip
the Philipoines by Presideni Marcos on 21 September.

Organized by a National-Committee for the Restoration of Civil Liberties
in tiie Philivonines, the demonstraticn was .joined by a lérge number o

B o are B d v ot 422 . ¥ -
Syavathizers vhoinot Filioinos. They vere members of varibus activist

grouos in the city and inc.uded the Asien Coalition,. Cuardianm, I Wor Kuen,

'hird Wor'd Women's Alliance, North American Anti-Tmoerialist Coalition,
Puerto Rican 1}
and Third World Coalition.

Carrying tanners and nlacards that denounced President Marcos' action,
the demonstrators marchied u» and down the sidewalk across the consulete
wile from the opnosite sidewalk, Consulate employees aimed still and
movie cameras at them, About half a dozen city policemen kept watch.

A Fillpina read a statement thet"hundreds of journa ists, legislators,
clergymen, goverament critics, teachers have been jailed by Marcos, We
Filipinos in the U.S. have not yet bteen stifled. Because we realize thet
silence is tantamount to acceptance of an unjust situation, we have
mounted tnis vrotest."

When a television news revorter asked her why the turn-out of Filininos
at the demonstration hed not been as large as exvected, she renlied,
"Marcos is a vindictive man. See all those veodsle across the straet tak-
ing our victures., Who kno s what he will do to our families back home?”

One spegker after another took the micronhone , some of them non-Filipi-
nos, to voice their reasons for suppvorting and joining the demonstration.
One of them remarked, "May I say to the Filipinos taking pictures out
theve that they have learned well from our FBI!" This 'as greeted vita
taunts of "Tuta ni Marcos! Tuta ni Marcos!" from the crovd directed at
the photographers.

Anotier sveaker holding high a short stick of sugar cane, said: "Martiel
lav is not the solution to the country's problems. I hold in my handa
oroduct of hundreds of poor Filinino vorkers oopressed by a vastlyirich
small oligarchy. This is one of the real oroblems." FKe also decried the
‘round-up of priests and nuns by the army. :

W QYo io) v, . hy o
T“c‘ug‘ec“e§ were aneracrsed with Taga'og and English songs. Chants and
explosive shouts of "Makibaka! Makibake!" keot ringing out. A renorter
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evolutiorary Workers' Union, Pusrto Rican Socia’ist Parts S
J rarty

from WBAI, a New York radio station, recorded interviews. Leaflets were
handed out to passing on-lookers and drivers. (Later, WABC-TV's Eyewitness
News car;ied a2 film report of the demonstration on their 6 o'clock neus
program. i

No violence occured. The demonstration began at 3:30 pm and dispersed at
5:00. An organizer said that similar protests by Filipinos in citiesin
California were held the same day. He mentioned San Diego and San Francis-
co.

"Filipinos in Boston, Rochester and Connecticut who were p anning their
own demonstrations were advised to join ours here in New York in order
that all demos can be faunched the same day,"” he said.

WHAT IS MARTIAL LAW ?

"Public epproval of martial law is well-nigh unanimcus. A recent survey
shoved nine out of ten Filipinos approved, while the others were not
exactly opposed but did not know vhat martiel law meant..." -- Interview
with President Marcos, Newsweek, Oct. 30, 1972.

Let us set aside for the moment our belief that such a survey cannot but
be biased. No respondent in his right mind would express disapproval. He
is well aware that those who would have disapproved of martial law (among
them scores of journalists, clergymen, teachers) now languish inside army
stockades. Hence it would be imprudent, to say the least, to respond
negatively to such a survey.

Our task here is to attempt to explain martial law.

What is martial law?

Martial law, says one definition, is the carrying on of government in
domestic territory by military agencies, in whole or in part, with the
consequent supersession of some or all civil agencies. It exists vhen
military authorities exercise control over' civilians ard their civilian
authorities. All existing civil laws are suspended as well as the ordi-
nary administration of justice.

Martial law is not military law, that which governs versons in the armed
forces ( and which does not apply to civilians) in peace or in war.

Martial law is not military government, that which is estab’ished during
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war by a militery commander on the inhabitants of a conquered territory,
The commander decrees that all local lavs in force before his successfy
invasion are superseded. Or ne decrees that the conquered vopulation w1y
be governed by its usual laws and customs except as they interfere or oop.
f1ict with his orders and policies.

Tn his proclamationobf martial law, President Marcos emphasized that "this
is not a militarytakeover of civil government functions. The officialgor
our locel andnational governments continue in office and must discharge
their duties as before within the limits of the situation.”

When is martial law enforced?

What are the circumstances that allow it? It is proclaimed when a condi-
tion arises that renders government by civil authorities inoperative or
powerless. It is declared when in time of extreme veril to the state,
either from within or without, the general safety cannot be trusted to
ordinary administration. It is oroclaimed vhen extreme circumstances are
seen to have broken down the normal administration of law,

These circumstances or conditions cited are invasion, insurrection, re-
be'lion, "The justification for martial law is that civil authorities
are unable to function, or that because of impending grave danger, it
would be unsafe for them to function," is how onelawyer described it,

The Philippine Constitution orovides thet "in case of invasion, insurrec-

tion or rebe lion or imminent danger thereof, varn the Hublic safety
requires it, (the President) may place the Philivvines or any vart there-
of under mertial lav" (Article VII, Section 10, Paragravh 2).

Is martial law necessary in the Philipoines?

n 1929, a U.S. layer wrote: "The fundamental vrincinle of martial law
is necessity. Necessity calls it forth. Necessity justifiers its exergise.
And necessity measures the extent and degree to whichit may be emplg@d.

That necessity is no formel, artificial, legalistic concept but &n
actual and factual one. It is the necessity of teking action to safeguard
the state against insurrection, riot, disorder, public calamity. What
constitutes necessity is a question of fact in each case,"

In nis address to the nation on 22 September, President Marcos contends
that in the case of the Philivpines, thet necessity now confronts the
_Republic.

property, widespread lavlessness and anarchy, end cheos ard disorder nov
prevailing throughout the country, which condition has been brought about
by groups of men vho are actively engaged in 2 criminal conspiracy to
seize political and state power in the Philivpines in order to %ake over
the lgovernment by force and violence, the extent of which has now assum-
ed the proportion of an actusl var ageinsi our veovle and their legitimate
government."

In his Proclamation No. 1081 he documents inmany pages the events the:
support each and every one of these conditions. The document, vhich in
effect formally presents his justification of martial la-, detai s by
place an”d date each and every bombing incident in the Greater Manila
area since 1970; the nemes of all "Marxist-Leninist-Maoist" organize-
tions, their chapters, locations and the number of mass demonstrations;
the number of and encounters between the New People's Army and the
Armed Forces and the resulting casuslties; the dissemination of "des-
tructive propeganda" publications ( "notably the Angz RBayan, Pu ang
RBandila, and Ang Komunistgj; the capture of & cooy of a document of
the Communist Party of the Philippines -- "Regional Program of Action
for 1972" -~ that lists the month-to-month ( from Jamuary to Octoter)
activities to be carried out; the disorder between the Christisn Ilages
and the Muslim Barracudas in Mindanao and Sulu; the upsurge of a:
Mindaneo Independence Movement; the cepture of war materials on a fish-
ing vessel MV Karagatan at Digoyo Point, Palanan, Isabels,

Short of martial law, what other extraordinary actions can the President
teke ?

The Constitution provides two courses: "he may call out the Armed Forces;
or, he may suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus.”

The Proclamation contends that both actions vere taksn tut proved
ineffective. Marcos declared thet he had committed 50% of the Armed
Forces to suppress the violence but "they -ere found inadeguste to
contain" the lawlessness.

From August 21,1971 to January 11, 1G72." he susvended the vrit. This
meang that vhen a person is held for detention, the courts will not
inquire into the cause or legality of his detention, He maey te he'd
unjustly or without probable cause, or for entirely irreleveni reasons.
In short, the suspension is a summary method of svift y stamping out
real or imagined trouble-makers in time of crisis - ithout gzoing through
the slo but due process of Taw,

In his Proclamation, President Marcos once again details a list of
B



N

wts that he said thwarted the Armed Forces and the intent of the
‘cpension of the writ. The only course left, therefore, vas martisl
v, he argued.

~ve is no question that martisl lew has a basis in our Constitutio
s government has emphatically cited this legel basis, It has circu-
ted the Proclamation to other governmente. Its first page prominent-
_ cites the article in our Constitution that allows it, Other ~oun-
‘ias, the U.S. for example, does not mention mertial law in its cons-
_oution . (But it has imposed it several times).

izh ranking Filipino officials abroad were quick to defend its lega-
+v. Tor example, Foreign Secretary Carlos Romulo briefly inserted
tis policy speech October 2 at this year's session of the UN Gen-
1 Assembly that "externally inspired and supported subversion" is
. of the problems that led to martial law,

the same day, Secretary Alejendro Melchor, speaking before the

r East-America Council of Commerce and Industry in New York, foumd
som in his speech prepared meinly for economists and bankers, to
sint out that the President "invoked an authority vested in him by
e Pnilippine Constitution.,."

e question is not its constitutional basis. The question is its
-cessity and the extent to nich it has been emp oyed by President
‘CO0S.

r2 are some of the questions:

. Is the Communist insurrection so grave that martial law is necess-
ry Lo suppress it?

A Communist rebellion of wide-scale and "actual war proportions"
as the mainspring for celling martial law into being. Here is one
* its dimensions:

"The size of the Communist forces is 10,000 armed activists with
;out 1,250 regular soldiers...The mass base would be about 180,000

1 about 100,000 sympathizers belonging to front orgenizations..."
Marces interview with Newsweek, Oct., 30, 1972.

e small military establishment (is composed of) 618,000 (sif}_gﬁp in

e army, 26,000 in the Constabulary, 8,000 in the Air Force, and
000 in the Navy...We ere spread very thin...The Constabulary, for
mo' e, has to look for the security of 1,000 villages and 62

Iz

cities in 67 provinces..." -- Marcos interview with New York Times 5
Sept. 4, 1972.

These figures on the government forczs may be on the high side. Ths
more often publishcd figure is 60,000 for all the armcd forces. That
would st1ll give, them a numerical superiority of 5 to 1, not count~
ing the local police, over the¢ hard-core guerrilla forces.

Yet the Proclamation hes admitted that the Armed Forces have been
incapeb e of containing the present rebellion. Moreover the Proclam-
ation states that the Communists heve expanded their activities from
Central Luzon to other parts of the country -- Cagayan Velley, Zam-
bales, Laguna, Quezon, Bicol region and Mindanszo.

Martial law derives its po-er from the use of military strength. In
the .Philippines, that strength, despite its numerical,§uperior1ty,
has been found "ineffective". Why then the need for mgiisl law?

The ansver lies in the other povers that martisl lav vests on the

President. For examp'e,he can now summarily place under detention,
vithout trial, persons whom he demcrees are guilly of the crimes of
rebellion and other crimes. Hence,

@ By 26 September, "the names of more than 100 persons already
in detention have been disclosed.” (liew York Times, Sept. 27)

@ "Some 200 arrests have been made in the Visayas area for activi-
ties deemed by the martial le. authorities harmful iybne vay or ano-
ther." (New York Times, Oct. 3)

® "Tt is clear from reports by orovincial military commanders that
nundreds of peop e have been seized whose nemes have not been on lists
announced in Manila. Names of individuals arrested in the provinces
are not being announced focally.” (llew York Times, Oct.T)

@ "There are 3,000 prisoners in the orovinces, but the number held

for political reasons has not been mede known." (New York Times, Oct.30)

2. What are some of these other powers of martial! ruie?

The experiences of other countries can serve no very useful guide.
Conditions differ. Ho'ever some martial lav procedures have been
standard. Among these, President Marcos closed some mass media out’ets,
temporarily closed schools, took over utilities and air’ines, netion-
alized tvo steel mills, set curfew hours, prohibited rallies and de-
monstrations, banned overseas travel, removed a number of employees

7



from government service.

These actions were taken on the premise that these vruld put the
government in control of situations and installations that, if tcken
over by the Communists, would be a danger to law and order,

Tn his address ‘to the nation on 22 September, President Marcos s=id
that "officials and employees of our national and local governmants
continue in office...within the limits of the situation. " In the
case of the judiciary,he has defined some of these limits.

The judiciary, he said "shall try and decide 2ll criminal and civil
cases, except those involving the velidity, lege'ity or constitution-
ality of any decree, order or acts issued, promulgated or performed
by me pursuant to Proclamation No. 1081."

In practice, so far, it is not what is known as absolute martial lav,
in ~hich every civil instrumentality has been replaced by a corres-
ponding military agency. But the role of the military is nov more
pronounced.

In the provinces, for example, broadcast and print media which are
allowved to operate must clear their information with the PC before
dissemination. The PC searches passengers boarding airplanes. Those
zlloved to travel overseas must obtain security clearances from the
military in addition to the normal police clearances.

As Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, the President's authority
during martial law is difficult to limit, much less define. In theory
it is unlimited. In his General Order No.l1 ( the first of a series
of orders issued upon proclamation of martial law) he said that he
is assuming "the broadest latitude and discretion in dealing vith the
affairs of the nation and to exercise extraordinary powers..." There
is no mention of any system of checks or balances,

One layer vrote: "Martial law is a system, obtaining only in time of
actual ~ar and groving out of the exigencies thereof, arbitrary in its
character, and depending only on the will of the commander of the
army. It is regulated by no known or established system or code of
lavws, as it is over and above them all. The commander is the legis-
“ator, judge and executioner.”

3. Where, then, do the rights of citizens stand regarding their life
and property under mertial law?

3

Again, there are no guidelines. On~ has to derive conc usions fron
specific actions taken by martial law authorities in the last month
For example: - Lo

@ On Sept. 26, in an intervie: ith Nev York Times, President Marcos
said that land reform was a part of defentins Communism since C ¥~;:
nism flourished on the injustice and onpress;on of Iandlcrdiéﬁ. fgﬁs
8n T October, the government took over the L5-hectere Tatalon esiate

upon payment of just compensation, possib ¥ in bond, to orevent
contamination by Communist subversives and to give |ard to the
less"( Press Release No. 178, Phil, Mission to the UN) *

On October 10, Presidential Decree No. 2 directed the Desart %

of Agrarian Reform to take over the 11,000-hectare Tabacalers e
in Isabela for development and distribution to tenanis.

- On Octobe? 21, the President "issued a martiel la. decres alloting
125 acres of land to each tenant farmer in the rice and corn i
areas of the Philippines and limiting lando-mers to holdi
17% acres.” ( New York Times, 22 October). In Luzon this involves *he
transfer of about 3.75 million acres from landcwmers to 715,600
tenants,

© Some 3,000 families -- 20,000 people -- are being forced out of
barrios in Isabela into government controlled to ms in order to
"sanitize" them from the roving bends of guerrilas. Brig. Genersl
Tranguilino F. Paranis hoved to "empty”100 to 120 barrios b
of October. The disvlaced versons had to leave their rice u
homes, furniture and forced to sell livestock in order to h
for food. (For a complete report, see Ne- York Times, Oct. 20).

Here we witness tvo martial law decrees, thtat conflict vith each
other. On the one hand, land is given; on the other, land is t

a8y, It is difficult to seek guidelines on 1ife and property from
these examples, but they are the only ones that are availab’e so far.

How long vill martial lew be in effect?

In several published interviews, the President has said that he hopes it
+will be lifted by November {973, thae end of his second term. "But
cannot guarantee it, nobody can," he edds, ( Wall St. Journsl, Oci. 11
(Executive Secretary Melchor said in Weshington Sept, 25 that martial
law can last as long &s two years and that it might lead to cancell

tion of the 1973 elections).
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Jaever it long it takes, the President has, by falling on this "last
ine of defense" ( as he put in his address), irrevocably committeq
“inself to its success. "If this martiel law fails, I will lose my
“ife. Perhaps my -hole family vill be executed," he told the Rev. Jose
~uz, S.J. , president of the Ateneo University vhen the “atter was
smoned for talks in Malacaneng on October 3, (For his report, see

‘age 19).

4t while the Communist threat has been argued as the constitutional
sstification for the martial law, another justification has been

niced. "At the same time, we must now reform the social, economic and
,litical institutions in our country,” the President said in his address.

“at reformetion plan has been revealed in bits and pieces. It includes
‘and reform; judicial reform; "the restructurifng of the government";
~ducational reforms...relating the educational system to our economic
lavelopment;" "manpo er training schemes to cut unemployment}" "di-
versification and increase of exports," --- &'l these to be achieved
luring and with the he'p of martiel law .

snceivably a year's time could dampen the violence of a Communist
insurrection. But the stated goals of a reformed society -- &fl neces-
‘ary and long due -- will take considerably longer to achieve. Even
ith the forcihle impetus provided by martiel law, some of these goals
~& formidable tasks that demend considerable money and & long, long
“ram out timeteble. Logically then, the forecasts points to martial
a¥ well beyond November |973, the end of the President's second term,

0 Cormznder-in-Chief,even during martial lew, is above the Constitution.
nd the Constitution prohibits a third term. In the next twelve months,
&t are his options? How canhe gain more time to achieve the reformed
scelety? To speculate:

--~he can press the Constitutional Convention to -rite in a twvo-
cer extension to his term in the new constitution. Such a proocsal
.£5 been submitted., Then hold & referendum. Public approvel is easy
o manage under martial law,

--- he can remain in office as Prime Minister., On Oct. 20, he press-
1 the Convention into writing in an artic’e that vrovides for & change
‘rom the present presidential form of government to that of a vparlia=
tzntary system., During this transition period, the President also be-
“omes the Prime Minister and will hold both vositions until he cells
©oon the interim parliament to choose the new executive. The President
111 decide when this indeterminate transition period wil) end.
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--- he can completely abrogate the constitutional limi
tat £ £
years in office and continue as oresident inder martial law i:EZhe i
grounds thet the Repub'ic's safety from rebe'lion is rot yet assured
end the objectives of the reformed society have not yet been comnletely

achieved.

Such speculations may seem & fruit'ess exercise, Bui they assume
desperate importence.especially at this time, If the President chooses
to l1ift martial law sometime next year, shortly before his term erds.
elections must be called for a ne" president.

However the intervenihg months of martial law has stif'ed ithat most
crucial period before elections when a pronle must be ab'e o discuss
thorough'y andfully Iimportant national guestions. Only through such

a process can they decide intelligent|y on the men who will guide their
future.

Among these issues are: the new Constitution, the U.S,-Philivoine parity
rights (that expire in 197h), relations ith socialist and Communist
countries.

1

If there is some kind of e'ections in November 1973, vhi'e martisl la
is imposed till October 1973, the vrocess bescomes questionable and the
results hollow.

THE CLERGY AND MARTTAL LAW

Proclamation 1081, the document that formally presenly President
Marcos' case for martiel law is emphatic and clear in naming the villain:
Communism, Sviftly, hundreds vere arrested, & goodly number clergymen.

Among those whose arrests were made known: Cormelius Lagermay, direc-
tor of the privately-run Social Communicatiodns Center: James Donshue,
Petrick Healy, James Collins; | John Peterson and Bruno
Hicks, btoth missionaries ~ho operate a radio stationin the Visayas;
Vincent Cu'len, S.J., one of many priests "o serve as ched eins to
chapters of the Federation of Free Farmers all over the country. Many
other FFF chaplains vere arrested.

Arrested in }indinao, Healy, Oollins & Donahue were reporiedly
released later and the report said that five other priests and & wun
were also released ":ith them.

“hm

To be sure, priests and nuns cannot be Commu?ists for they are the
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antitheses of & godless ideology. Like other priests in other places,
they indu'ged in activities that would be judged subversive by martial

law standards. In recent years, protest demonstrations in the Philipovines

ave been joined, and sometimes led, by the clergy. Many have found it
more meaningful to proselytize avay from the pulpit, but on the streets

of Manila among students or in the sugar cane fie'ds of Negros among
migrant workers.

Such activities were not always looked kind'y on. Radical students
have denounced the clergy as clerico-fascists, intent on holding on
to power and property. Some years back, President Marcos and the
Jesuits, specifically former Ateneo presidenl Pacifico Ortiz, rebuked
each other in public statements. The President inferred that the Je-

suits lent a hand to street demonstrations; Ortiz replied something
about fascism,

1t is no surprise therefore that the clergy is once again invoigd in
ne effairs of state. The Catholic Church holds & dominant position
in Philippine society. Some segments of it, for instance, are a con-
siderable pover on the side of the land'ords. Also, "acceptance by
he Catholic hierarchy can be an important avenue to public office
:nd non-acceptance the death knell of political ambition," observes
fyrdal Gunner in Asian Drama . The same may be said of martial la

nd this explains the following Protesi letter from bishops and Y
'zllg%cus superiors, and an attespt at mediation ae reported by Fr,
es¢ Oruz, 5.J., president of ths Atenco de Manila University.

Angono, Rizal
Septe ber 28, 1972

is B

is Excellency Ferdinand E. Marcos
resident of the Republic of the Philippines
lacanang Palace, Manila

cellency: We the undersigned, are members of the Catholic hierarchy

4 superiors of religious orders of the Philivpines. We rite you this
vter, knowing full vell that you il recognize this fact, that our
cern is the same as yours: the good of our peoole and country.

ter long and thoughful deliberation, e feel we must in conscience

T you know what we think ebout your imposition of martial law on

= wholg country and supplement and support the statement that the

ministrative Board of the Catholic Bishoos of the Philippines, through
>ir President, Archbishop Teopisto Alberto, oresehted to Your Excel-
icy & fe days ago.

2

17 the denger from subversive and rebellious elements is as great ard
as widespread &8s reported, ‘e are not reedy to say. We accept the fact
that you have a wider grasp of the extent of Communist infiltration
than we do. But we have personal knovledge of the situation in our
ovm particular cities and provinces. And it is for this reason that ve
are deeply distrubed.

Like you, we vant & new society. This is vhet -e are for. This is what
.- have been striving for all ealong in all our work as Chuxchmen., What
.o are bothered obout is that the'nev society’you soeak of has %o
brougnt about by force, by the restricting mode of nFrtial law: From
our experience with our people, we stend convinced that no lasting
change of heart ever comes from change decreed by fiat. True conve}'sion
comes only from persuasion and good example, from internal and willing
aézeptance, not from fear or coercion.

We vould therefore strongly make these three requests of yow (1) that
you shorten the ru'e of martial lew to &s brief as time as possibie,
to & matter of a few months at the most; (2) that those detainfd for
vhatever reasons be dealt +ith feir'y and justly in civil courts of
law, the innocent released as soon as possible; and (3) that eY?n
before the final lifting of martisl law, basic freedoms like those
of speech through mess media be restored to our citizenry.

sts are mede solely from concern for our peop'e. Ve kn?r
33:;eu§§%u:ot suffer for long the curtailment of the}r fund:nenzf;
rights, and we fear that this xepression +ill lead‘vo grga’:rv _this
than you set out to correct. In our honest 9uﬂgemenu, we bel i e 1;
fact alone to be a great injustice. It is this fact too thet impe
us to speek up for oursel ves and for our people,

Trusting in a favorable reply, we beg to remain,

Respectfully yours,

(The tetter was signed by 17 Archbishops, Bishops an% Vicar Avostolics
of 17 provinces, and by 17 heads of religious orders).

A meeting with the President

OF . o
The following is & copy,2 report from Fr. Jose Crug,S.J

b an .
On October 3 at 5:30 pm I vas summoned by Presidenthﬁarigsarg&:zlzge.sng
In face to face dialogue, I vas asked to enlighten him Treg

/3



second letter of the Bishops objecting to martial law. I responded in
the following manner. I told him that some of the Bishops have resent-
ed the following:

1, the detention of priests who are innocent. Fr. Vincent Cu'len,
S.J. has alwvays supported the Land Reform Program in his mission. He
has defended the FFF, the poor farmers vho are being ejected from their
small lLots by the land grabbers, some of them big politicians. But in
the nev society, it is Fr, Cullen vho is arrested and the land grabbers
are not molested.

2, some of the bishops resent the fact that the national emergency
may be valld for the Manila and surrounding sreas, and not for the
~hole country. Some of the diocese are peaceful, To place them under
the same conditions of martial lay is oppressing them without reason.

In response, President Marcos said the following: "I am aware that

some innocent people are being detained, but I assure you they are not
being harmed. As President, in the face of this emergency, I have exer-
cised my discretion to apply preventive arrest for this reason alone,
namely, to neutralize every possib'e sanctuary of communist resistance.
I am fully conscious that with the eruption of violence, many innocent
will die, Preventive detention was my {egel instrument in neutralizing
vossible bases of communist retaliation,"”

To the second question, Mr. Marcos answvered the following:"martiat lei
has to be applied to the vhole country. We cannot be selective at this
time. The country has complained enough that there has been too much
discrimination in the application of the sanctions of the law. It may
be true that the national emergency is present most acutely in the Ma-
nila area- and the surrounding areas. To restrict martial law to these
confines a&lone 'ould only lead to the communist .threat moving some-
here e'se, To neutralize the threat within the Manila area effectively,
other possible escape routes must also be blocked. The epvlication of
martial law has to be on & national scale."

3, some of the Bishops object to the detention of newspapermen
end the curtailing of free speech by the closing of media.
"I am avare of this," answered Mr. Marcos, "but according to reports
of increasing normalcy, I am hopeful that a good number of newspaper-
men will be released soon. Some may teke some time because the Army
has amassed evidence of collaboration with subversives., They will have
to be tried. I am puzzled by the unfavorable reaction of the major
religious superiors against my decision. Can I meet with them?"
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ANSWER: "Mr. President, I +ill have to speak very openly and “rankly.
The mejor religious superiors are very suspicious of your motives, You
do not have much credibiltty with them. If you talk with them, they 11l
immediately react in the following manner: 'All this is a shov of poli-
ticel charm in order to manipulate us, to use us for his own self-g ori-
fication.' Your ulterior motives will al ays be under suspicion.”

MR, MARCOS: "If this martial law fails, I will lose my life, Perhges
my <hole family may also be executed. What other evidence of credibility
do I have to show?"

FR. CRUZ: "Just the same, Mr. President, it is better to let amother
person like General Remos meet = ith them first. After this initlal
meeting, the c'imate may be more suited for you to meet -'ith them direct-
"y in a group. Eventually, I hope & group composed of three or four
designated by the Bishops and major religious superiors can be constitu-
ted to act as a liaison Bgency betveen the government and the Church to
dissipate misunderstendings and establish relationshins of dialogue.”

MR. MARCOS: "I was under the impression that the three Bishops who visited

me were already that iaison group.”

FR. CRUZ: "It seems apperent that they sere noi accepted as the official
spokesmen for all. I suggest a person 'ike Pishoo Gonzaga, -ho seems ;
: R e o - », 1

to command the trust of &ll the Bishops as & group, hoth young end old.

ed vith the Bukidnon PC provincial commander o arrange for T
of Fr, Cullen, S.J. The actusl order was transmitted one &nd & he

howy later,

At this point in the dialogue, the President picked up the talephone

and called Secretary Ponce Enrile and ordered the release of all @cta}:;

priests. A few moments later, radio contact as ordersd toc be esgtablish-
the rplease

" ACCEPTANCE"OF MARTIAL LAW

ceptance

After the Tirst month of martial law, “"there is general ac
of what has happened.”

That is how Mr. Tilfnen Durdin sumnmarized the mooi amoné ?Eiiningioks
that he observed while he:ﬁs in the Philippines for some three 2

s M urdin has been a New
after President Marcos imposed martial law. Mr. Durd
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vork Times correspondent for 25 years and has reported extensively

T Asiam. He recently returned to New York and gave & svecial briefing
't.. 31 at the Asia House, 112 East 6hth St., under the auspices of the

srivately-run Asia Soclety. His remarks to a select groun of American

* ,sinessmen and some half a dozen Filipinos vere nob reported in the
ocal media,

Approval of the martial law is glven with qualififation. Hope is ex-
_ressed that this erbitrary system wi’l not last for long and thet

‘.o President +ill not abuse his near absolute powers," Mr. Durdin
said,

nart from rare briefings of this kind, Filipinos in New York re’'y on
Jtters from home and reports in the U.S media to form a nicture of
he situation in their country. Letters from home, at least those from
~sidents of the Greater Manila aree, tell of two things: the fear to
peak out against the martial law, and, the feeling that crime has
subsided.

e fear to voice criticism is understendeble. Martial law considers
‘riticism subversive. The feeling that city streets are safe at Jast
rom lavless elements is also understendable. Thugs operately mostly

{ night, but a midnight to morning curfew has kept them inactive., A
I~ive against unlicensed firearms have kept these weapons out of sight.

Counled with this sense of security are the reports that the corrunt

2nd the incompetent are being purged from government service, notorious
«<ngsters and smugglers are being rounded-up. Adnmittedly, the effect

> all these is the feeling of relief -- relief from the thugs, the

corrupt and the inefficient. In a ay, it ;is the relief that calms
vain-vracked body vwhen a pein-killing drug is edministered. The suff-
ring man fee’ s himself cured.

ut is he? With the pain temporarily gone, the critical diagnosis must
: made. The gangsters, the corrupt and the inefficient were on'y the
oymptoms. The real villain is the disease and its causes.

L2 the case of the Philippines, the symptoms hed been allowed to fester
or so long that they were often judged the »eal disease, As early as
>ven years ago, President Marcos had recognized the symotoms of that
iisease. The nevly elected President said inhis inaugural address:

"Our pgople have come to & point of desvair, Justice and security are
5 mytns.‘Our government is grippved in the iron hand of venality, its
creasury is barren, its resources are wasted, its civil service sloth-

‘ul and indifferent.”
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Those critical of the Presideni's martial rule are nov asking: How

were all that a’lowed to continue through seven years? Why, éesvite

nis extensive presidential pavers of government, ere ail‘that not eaffec-
tive'y dealt with? Is martial law, :ith all its harsh !imitations on .
the law-abiding, the honest, the efficient, the ®rover medicine? Or

is it just really the vain killer?

The critics contend that it is the ‘atter. But it -&s sdministered st a
time when the agony was so extreme, its soothing effects have been
accepted as the cure. Hence, the man ho must bear responsibility for
permitting the disease to go unchecked, -ho contributed to its festering
grovth, is now being hailed as the healer.

For the present, that seems to explain to some extent, the initial reac-
tion of acceptance. For the martial authorities, scceptance is exoressed
in their statistics of 70% less robberies, 130,000 firearms turned in, a
drop of crime incidents from 1,800 to 8.5 a week

Others view acceptance as distrubing, if not alarming. To them it sig-
nifies a state of affairs so acutely in disarray, it =-ill allo‘ the
imposition of order at the exvense of basic civil righits, It cries for

| discip’ine at any cost, even that of justice. Tt has confused the symtonms

with the disease and has grasved desperately at a form of relief that
offers ess cure than peril.

The peril lies in shifting acceptance into anproval. Over a long time,
as the material benefits of safe streets, stabilized prices. efficient
government clerks and such other initial effects of martial law begin
to take hold af the hearts of & peovle long deorived of such benefits,
they may turn indifferent and even approve of the innerent faults of &
mertial law system,

The peril lies in this trade off. Are the benefits -orth the restrictions?
For a large vart of the Filipino vnopu ation, namely the voor, there is

no trade off at stake. They never hed the means. in the first -'ace,

+o savor the fruits of & 26-year vre-martial, "Jemocratic” government.
They, more than anybtody else, suffered the ravages of the disease. Now
martial lav is offered them as l.e cure. And in their desperate agony,
they will accept it, end approve it. There lies the peril.

17



Marcos’ Medicine

The mposinen of martial law in :Eu-. l‘i-.viippinr:s is
« the fundamenial ills that have
eih and unity of this island yepub-
Communist-led rutai insurrection
ed by President Marcus as justifica

of civil nberries and a onnd-up
pposition leaders wi eutgrowths of such underiving
ciohiems as widespread poveriy and sociai in'.. N
ihe unpact of poverpnental corruptien and xm'f{i'.:c.m:.'.
cnemplovment, and cuhiural and political antagopisms
nerween Muslims and Christizns in the squtiiorn islands
has now been agaravated hy reeen( disasirous flonds

dubtous meds
heen Sappiny

tinn for the susp

on Luzon.
+ s new

Although Mr. Miccos has pirdaed
osowers to institute sweeping yeforms,
nationwide land reform he announced ¥
seord in fulfilling similar promises during se VOArs
i elective office invites sKkeplicism, Many Fifipinos sus-
ncet that his own waning popularity and the prospest
of losing power at the end of his second term aext yvear
had more to do with the President’s assumption of arbi-
trary authority than any sericus threat from the resur-

uding the

gant left.

The crucial question for the Phitippines—and for the
United States, which has important sentimental. military
and eeononsic interests in its ane-time colony—is whether
rresident Marcos wili indeed «cmper tyranny with pen-
e refonm and move speedily 1o restore democratic
aroceduses. The snagestion by 2 high Marcos aide in
Washington that marbal law might be maintained for
as long as Lwo vears is not reassuning

{f the current suppression should harden into a pro-
longed effort to preserve by force the power of the
present President and the privileges of the dominant
oligarchy, the prospect would be f{or more, not less,
Civil strife in the Philippines to the detriment of peace
and stability throughout the Western Pacific.
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N. Y. Post

SEPTEMBER 29, 1972 ;

3ehind the Philippine Crisi

Upon declaring martial law in the|
Philippines last weekend, President |
Ferdinand E. Marcos deplored subver-|
sion by “a foreign power™; in fact, the
nation’s immediate power problems are
domestic—and Marcos is one of them.

The clements involved in this latest
disaster for democratic rule in Southeast
Asia are as volatile as they ave depress-
{ngly familiar: an increasingly autocra-|
tic and corrupt regime, an economy|
benefiting the closely held assets of an|
affluent few, the grossest exploitation
by industrial investors from abroad,|
including many American firms—and, |
at the bottom. a poverty-crushed popu-|
lation, resentfnl and rebellious. j

This foredoonied attempt at repres- |

" sion by Marcos wounld be lamentable in |
any case. That it was motivated to a |
considerable extent by a determination
to protect U. S. investments, even at the
expense of the Filipinos, renders it even
more dismal; the spectacle stirs mem-
ories of this country's many wretched
policies in its administration of the
islands after the Spanish-American War,
policies which prefigured blind blunders
to come years later in Vietnam.

1t is not only the Marcos regime that
is beset. There is Saigon, there is Vien-
tiane, Phnom Perh, Bangkok—all
American clients. Many days of reck-
oning are still ahead.

The Waslyington Post

5N INDEPENDENT NLWSPAPER ...

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Martial Law in the Philippines

In the Philippines, President Marcos has pro-
claimed martial law, jusiifying his act—unprece-
dented in Manila's 26 years of independence—by
witing a Communist rebeliion “enjoying the active
and material support of a foreign power.” The move
is not entirely a surprise. Just two months ago the
country's defense minister, compliaming that the
United States was supplving insufficient military
2id, declared that the seale of Communist guerrilla
activity would soon foree Weshinglon to take more
notice, Mr. Marcos' first step as military dictator
was to arrest his legal political opposition. His erit-
ics at home wonder il he is trying to conjure up
enough of a sense of s to justify continued per-
scnal rule when his second term ends next year.

Mr. Mar has also promised to institute sweep-
Ing social reforms. The need for them is undis-
puted. The Philip;

pines is the classic “soft state.”
Successive periods of Spanish and American colenial
rule helped establish a ruling class which has been
unforgivably indifferent to the claims of common
people. Popular struggles against the authorities

have bubbled for decades
first organized by the
tion created in 1842 to 7
Fillpino collaborators
ponent ensured that
erable American ass » in
them after World War If
United States has maintain
Clark for the Air Force
In every quadrenmial F
ple have been promised :
gotten it on any even p
organized as the “'Peopl
dubbed by their enemies 2
now blamed by Pre
latest travails. For him (o
ant-guerrilla groups witd
than to concenirate
them, would be a new de
cos has the will and pm
an effort will be crucia
the American pesitiva there 2
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