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INOUYE RESPONSE TO GENERAL ERIC SHINSEKI’S 
NOMINATION AS U.S. ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21,1999

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON, D.C.- - In response to the nomination of General Eric Shinseki to 
serve as the Army Chief of Staff, Senator Inouye stated, “This is a proud day for 
Hawaii, particularly for the people of Kauai. General Eric Shinseki is a native son 
of Kauai who will soon become the highest ranking officer of the United States 
Army. I congratulate General Shinseki on this extraordinary achievement and 
commend the President of the United States for making this wise choice. I feel 
certain that his nomination will be considered expeditiously and favorably in the 
United States Senate.”
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INOUYE ANNOUNCES SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
GENERAL ERIC SHINSEKI AS NEW U.S. ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF

Wednesday, June 16,1999

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- United States Senator Daniel K. Inouye is pleased to 
announce that General Eric K. Shinseki, by unanimous consent, was confirmed by 
the United States Senate to serve as the Department of the Army’s 34?1 Chief of 
Staff. In his new capacity, General Shinseki will perform the diverse duties of Chief 
of Staff as set forth in Title 10 of the U.S. Code, including ensuring the Army 
provides trained and ready forces to the nine U.S. combatant commands, presiding 
over the Army Staff, and serving as a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He has 
served as the Army Vice Chief of Staff since 1998.

“I wish to extend my congratulations and best wishes to General Shinseki in his 
new capacity as the U.S. Army Chief of Staff. In February of 1942, the United 
States Selective Service System, because of the hysteria of that time, declared that 
all Japanese, citizens or other wise, be designated 4C - enemy alien. At the time of 
General Shinseki’s birth, he was an enemy alien, and today, to the great glory of the 
United States, I have the privilege of congratulating him on his appointment as the 
Army’s 34^ Chief of Staff. This can happen only in the United States,” said 
Senator Inouye.

“General Shinseki is an outstanding leader with an impressive 34-year career with 
the Department of the Army. His commitment to his duties, and outstanding 
service to preserve and defend our nation’s democratic principles have prepared 
him well. Our nation can only be as strong as the people who are willing to meet
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the challenge. I am certain that General Shinseki will represent the State of Hawaii
and our nation with much integrity and distinction,” continued Inouye.

General Shinseki has served in command, and in staff assignments of increasing 
responsibility in both the United States and overseas, including combat tours. 
General Shinseki commanded the 1st Calvary Division at Fort Hood, Texas from 
March 1994 to July 1995. He served as Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and 
Plans, Headquarters, Department of the Army from August 1996 to June 1997, and 
as Commanding General, United States Army-Europe & Seventh Army from 
August 1997 to November 1998. In addition, he concurrently commanded NATO 
soldiers as the Commander, Allied Land Forces Central Europe in Heidelberg, 
Germany from August 1997 to April 1998. From July 1997 to October 1998, 
General Shinseki served as Commander, Stabilization Force in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina.

Born in Lihue, General Shinseki graduated from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, New York, in 1965 with a bachelor of science degree in 
Engineering. He also attended Duke University where he earned a master’s degree 
in English Literature. General Shinseki’s military education includes the Army 
Officer Advanced Course, the United States Army Command and General Staff 
College, and the National War College.
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Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, the Armed Services Committee met yesterday under the advise and consent role 
with respect to General Shinseki to be Chief of Staff of the United States Army, and General Jones to become 
Commandant of the Marine Corps. I want to say with the deepest personal reverence that in my 21 years in the 
Senate, I cannot recall ever being moved as strongly by the remarks of a fellow Senator as I was yesterday when 
the senior Senator from Hawaii, Mr. Inouye, addressed the Armed Services Committee and introduced General 
Shinseki.

While I would like to read these remarks, it is better that they just be printed in the Record. I urge all Senators 
to examine these remarks. They are extraordinary. They come from the heart of a Senator who has served his 
country with the greatest distinction, and his praise for a fellow Hawaiian who came up under circumstances not 
unlike his, although removed by a generation or so.

I ask unanimous consent to have the remarks of Senator Inouye printed in the Record.

There being no objection, the statement was ordered to be printed in the Record, as follows:

Statement of Honorable Daniel K. Inouye, U.S. Senator From 
Hawaii
Senator Inouye. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for this opportunity to say a few words in behalf of our 
President's nominee for the 34th Chief of Staff of the United States Army. General Shinseki began his military 
career as a commissioned officer 34 years ago, almost exactly, on June 9, 1965. He received his commission as a 
Second Lieutenant after receiving a baccalaureate degree from the United States Military Academy at West Point.

After a few weeks of preparation, he was sent to Vietnam. On his first tour of duty there he distinguished himself, 
and he received his first purple heart. He was sent back to the States to be hospitalized, and a few years later he 
was back in Vietnam. On his second tour of duty there as a captain he once again distinguished himself, but he 
was wounded very seriously, losing part of his foot.

Notwithstanding that, he applied for a waiver and requested that he be given the opportunity to continue his 
service to our Nation. This was granted, and he continued his illustrious career, and in 1997 became a four-star 
General. As Chairman Warner indicated, in March of 1994 he was made Commanding General of the First Cavalry 
Division.

In July 1997 he became Commander-in-Chief of the United States Army in Europe, and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Seventh Army. He was also Commander of the Stabilization Force on Bosnia.

As indicated by Chairman Warner, there is no question that General Shinseki is eminently qualified for this, and if 
I may at this juncture be a bit more personal, this is a special day for many of us in the United States. In 
February of 1942, the United States Selective Service System, because of the hysteria of that time, that all 
Japanese, citizens or otherwise, be designated 4C. 4C, as you know Mr. Chairman, is the designation of an enemy
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alien.

It was a day of shame for many of us, although it was not deserved, and we petitioned the Government to permit 
us to demonstrate ourselves and a year later President Roosevelt declared that Americanism is a matter of mind 
and heart. Americanism is not, and has never been, a matter of racial color, and authorized the formation of a 
special Japanese-American combat unit, and the rest is history.

But what I wish to point out is that this young man sitting to my right was born in November of 1942. At the time 
of his birth he was an enemy alien, and today, to the great glory of the United States, I have the privilege of 
presenting him as the 34th Chief of Staff, Army nominee. This, Mr. Chairman, can happen only in the United 
States. I cannot think of any other place where something of this nature can happen.

He is the grandson of a Japanese laborer from Hiroshima who arrived in Hawaii in the late 1800's, about 1888, 
raised his children, and raised his grandson to love America, and I believe he succeeded eminently.

Mr. Chairman, on this day the shame that has been on our shoulders all these years has been clearly washed 
away by this one action, and for that I am very grateful to this Nation. I am grateful to the President, and I 
believe that we have before us one of the great illustrious warriors of our Nation. And I hope that this committee 
will vote to approve his nomination as the 34th Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army.

It is my pleasure, Mr. Chairman, to present to the Committee, General Shinseki.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, this afternoon, the Senate Armed Services Committee reported out favorably the 
nominations of General Shinseki and General Jones, and I anticipate tomorrow the Senate will move on those 
nominations.

As chairman, I designated Senator Roberts, a former U.S. Marine, to place the nomination by the committee, as 
approved, of General Jones to the Senate; and Senator Cleland of Georgia, an Army veteran of great distinction 
and an officer who served in Vietnam, will place before the Senate the nomination of General Shinseki.

Once again, I close by saluting the Secretary of Defense, the men and women of the Armed Forces of the United 
States, and our allies for their courage and perception in meeting the challenges proposed in Kosovo. I wish them 
well in the future.
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INOUYE ANNOUNCES SENATE CONFIRMATION OF
GENERAL ERIC SHINSEKI AS NEW U.S. ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF

Wednesday, June 16,1999

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON, D.C. - United States Senator Daniel K. Inouye is pleased to 
announce that General Eric K. Shinseki, by unanimous consent, was confirmed by 
the United States Senate to serve as the Department of the Army’s 341 Chief of 
Staff. In his new capacity, General Shinseki will perform the diverse duties of Chief 
of Staff as set forth in Title 10 of the U.S. Code, including ensuring the Army 
provides trained and ready forces to the nine U.S. combatant commands, presiding 
over the Army Staff, and serving as a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He has 
served as the Army Vice Chief of Staff since 1998.

“I wish to extend my congratulations and best wishes to General Shinseki in his 
new capacity as the U.S. Army Chief of Staff. In February of 1942, the United 
States Selective Service System, because of the hysteria of that time, declared that 
all Japanese, citizens or other wise, be designated 4C - enemy alien. At the time of 
General Shinseki’s birth, he was an enemy alien, and today, to the great glory of the 
United States, I have the privilege of congratulating him on his appointment as the 
Army’s 3^ Chief of Staff. This can happen only in the United States,” said 
Senator Inouye.

“General Shinseki is an outstanding leader with an impressive 34-year career with 
the Department of the Army. His commitment to his duties, and outstanding 
service to preserve and defend our nation’s democratic principles have prepared 
him well. Our nation can only be as strong as the people who are willing to meet
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the challenge. I am certain that General Shinseki will represent the State of Hawaii
and our nation with much integrity and distinction,” continued Inouye.

General Shinseki has served in command, and in staff assignments of increasing 
responsibility in both the United States and overseas, including combat tours. 
General Shinseki commanded the 1st Calvary Division at Fort Hood, Texas from 
March 1994 to July 1995. He served as Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and 
Plans, Headquarters, Department of the Army from August 1996 to June 1997, and 
as Commanding General, United States Army-Europe & Seventh Army from 
August 1997 to November 1998. In addition, he concurrently commanded NATO 
soldiers as the Commander, Allied Land Forces Central Europe in Heidelberg, 
Germany from August 1997 to April 1998. From July 1997 to October 1998, 
General Shinseki served as Commander, Stabilization Force in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina.

Born in Lihue, General Shinseki graduated from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, New York, in 1965 with a bachelor of science degree in 
Engineering. He also attended Duke University where he earned a master’s degree 
in English Literature. General Shinseki’s military education includes the Army 
Officer Advanced Course, the United States Army Command and General Staff 
College, and the National War College.
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