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Micronesian Mathematics is a program being

inplemented in the elementary schools throughout the

Trust Territory. At presént, most ‘districts “aré’ just
embarking on the transition from the more traditional

approaches tothe recommended ones, and this is

beginning in Grades I and II.

Many observers seem to think that mathematics itself

has changed due to the content and methodology being

used. It must be stressed that math has not changed, but

rather it is the method of presentation that differs. °

Common sense tells us that children learn best when

they enjoy what they are doing. Therefore, as

educators, it is our job to ensure that this happens. We

must see the children as active participants in each

lesson, rather than just passive listeners. In the lower

grades “‘games”’ are played, from which the child learns

many important mathematical concepts, most times

without even knowing. However at a later stage, these

experiences are drawn on by the teacher when the child

is a little older and can comprehend fully the °

significance of his earlier activities. Unfortunately,

mathematics in our schools has only meant arithmetic,

the main objective being for the child to be able to

manipulate symbols called numerals. He has little, if any

idea what mathematics is all about. What Micronesian

Mathematics sets out to do is to give the child an

understanding of the structure of math and make him

mathematically literate. The children should be

encouraged to discuss freely what they do in the group

situation, but not in adult terms. Their explanations can

Abstract thinking becomes more meaningful when the

student is able to solve the problem manually.
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aicronesian Mathematics at COM
be halting, poorly expressed and apparently

understand and can use the coricépt involved, this 1
unconvincing, but':so long as we are satisfied that they

sufficient.for-our needs. In addition to.enjoyable group
activity “methods, probably the most important and

significant part of the program is the use of ‘“‘concrete”

or structured aids that assist the child in abstracting

concepts. Although children can be ‘“‘taught”? without

these math aids, what they are told in the abstract is

usually devoid of any understanding.

At the Community College of Micronesia, each o

our 120 students receive 3 full quarters of Micronesia

Mathematics. However, it will take a good 5 years at

least before even a partial effect can be felt.

Obviously such an undertaking demands expertise

and this need is being met not only at CCM but in the

district teacher education centers, through CCM

extension and workshops. In April 1972, one

representative from each district will be sent to CCM to

study Micronesian Mathematics in depth.

Much time and effort has, and still is being spent 0

adapting the program for Micronesia, by gearing it to fit

the needs of the future. We believe that the kind o

math that Micronesian children are to receive, and the

resulting skills they will acquire, will prepare them to

play an active and intelligent role in helping to shape

the future of these islands, whatever that might be.

Mr. Joe Tyney was brought to the Community College

of Micronesia from the Cowandilla Demonstratio

School in South Australia. His job is that of specificall

teaching prospective teachers in Micronesia the use an¢

philosophy of Micronesian Mathematics.

Mr. Joe Tyney, instructor of mathematics at the

Community College of Micronesia, conducts an outdoor

class in Micronesian Mathematics with second year CCM

students.


