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VOICE OF AMERICA STATEMENT

I WANT TO WISH ALL THE PEOPLE OF JAPAN A HAPPY AND 

PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. WE IN THE UNITED STATES HAVE 

EXPERIENCED VERY SAD AND DIFFICULT DAYS WITH THE 

UNFORTUNATE ASSASSINATION OF OUR LATE AND BELOVED 

PRESIDENT, JOHN F. KENNEDY. I KNOW THE PEOPLE OF JAPAN 

ALSO SHARED OUR GREAT LOSS. FORTUNATELY FOR OUR COUNTRY 

AND, I THINK, THE FREE WORLD, OUR DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM OF 

GOVERNMENT PROVIDED ANOTHER GREAT LEADER TO TAKE HIS 

PLACE, PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON. I KNEW PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON WEN HE WAS A UNITED STATES SENATOR AND I HAVE 

ALWAYS HAD A GREAT ADMIRATION FOR HIS BRILLIANT 

LEADERSHIP AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE MANY COMPLEX PROB­

LEMS WHICH BESET US. I AM CONFIDENT THAT YOU, THE 

PEOPLE, OF JAPAN, WILL COME TO SHARE THIS ADMIRATION 

AS YOU LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR NEW PRESIDENT. HE REGARDS 

JAPAN AS A GOOD FRIEND AND LOYAL ALLY AND AS A GREAT 

NATION WITH A HIGH REGARD FOR THE NEED TO ACHIEVE WORLD 

PEACE WHILE MAINTAINING ITS FREEDOMS. AS WE ENTER THIS 

NEW YEAR TOGETHER I THINK WE CAN DO SO WITH A DEEP SENSE 

OF OPTIMISM AND CONFIDENCE. AND NOW, SINCE I REPRESENT 

THE STATE OF HAWAII, ¿LL CLOSE BY SAYING HAPPY NEW YEAR

IN HAWAIIAN: HAUOLI MAKAHIKI HOU«


