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Chinese dissident writes ' |
protest handcuffed in jail

BELJING (AP)--Inaletterpenned
in handcuffs from prison, a Chi-
nese dissident has defiantly pro-
tested as "political persecution his
1 3-vearsentence for trving to form
an opposition party.

Xu Wenli said he would not ap-
peal his sentence out of contempt
for the judicial system that pros-
ecuted him fast week.

"My so-called open tial was in
truth nothing but a means of political
persecution.” Xu wrote in the letter.
dated Monday and made avalable to
foreign news organizations.

“Fiest. Twill notanswerany ques-
tions. Second. 1 will not defend
myself. Third. T will not appealtoa
higher court. This is asilent protest
against political persecution.”

Xu is among four activists tried
and sentenced in the past two weeks
in China’s harshest crackdown on
political dissent in two years.
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the four. His prison protest accuses
a small number of leaders within
the ruling Communist Party of pro-
tecting their vested interests by us-
ing China’s legal system to defend
one-party rule.

“Pluralismin the political sphere
1s historically inevitable.

No individual or political party
can prevent this,” Xu wrote.

“History will judgeusfairly,"wrote
Xu. who in recent months had pro-
vided guidance for younger dissi-
dents and a moderate voice for the
beleaguered democracy movement.

The statement ended with the
words “penned in handeuffs™ and
with instructions to Xu's court-
appointed lawyer to deliver copies
to his wite and to court authorities.

During the Democracy Wall pro-
tests of the late 1970s, Xu united
dissidents publishingunderground
Jjournals to form one of the most
influential periodicals of the time.

Exciled dissident Wei Jingshen, left, talks with Taiwan President Lee Tung-hui during their meeting in
Taiwan, on Tuesday. Wei arrived Taiwan last week to seek Taiwan’s support to a dissident movement to

strive for democracy in China.
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the government in Yangon and
are allowed to continue drug
trafficking.

They are major producers and
smugglers of opium, heroin and

force officers suspected of in-
volvement in the narcotics
trade to take a rehabilitation
course aimed at improving
their ethics.
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amphetamines. The decision came after a
The Thai drug trafficker,  deputy prime ministersaid last KIKKOMAN
Surachai Ngernthongfoo, alias  week that as many as 800 gov-

Bang Ron, is wanted in Thai-
land for allegedly running one
of the largest amphetamine rings
in the country.

Army officers, including a

ernment officials are sus-
pected of being involved in
the drug trade, but police do
not have cnough evidence to
arrest them.
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By David Storey
WASHINGTON (Reuters) --
Republicans planning the im-
peachment case against Presi-
dent Bill Clinton in the U.S.
Senate met on Tuesday amid
uncertainty over the form and
lengthof atrial thatcouldend in
Clinton’s removal from office.

As the country prepared for
what could be onc of the biggest
dramas in American political
history, Republican members of

the House of Representatives,
acting as prosecutors, were di-
vided overeven whetherto bring
wilnesses.

Representative Henry Hyde
of Hlinois. chairman of the
House Judiciary Committec,
presided over the first, closed-
door meeting of the 13-member
“managers’” group mapping out
how to bring their case before
the Senate.

The House voted overwhelm-
ingly on party lines on Decem-
ber 19 to impeach Clinton, ap-
proving two articles alleging
perjury and obstruction of jus-
tice in the handling of his sexual
affair with former White House
aide Monica Lewinsky.

Opinion polls show a major-
ity is against removing Clinton
fromoffice and few believe that
atwo-thirds majority in the 100-
seat Senate, where Republicans
have 55 seats and Democrats
45, will vote to oust him.

Hyde’s spokesman Sam
Stratman told reporters the
meeting would consider histori-
cal precedents for the case, op-
tions for presenting the evidence

in the Senate and perhaps as-

signing individual representa-
tives different aspects of the
case.

Rep. Asa Hutchinson (R-Ark.) a member of the House Judiciary
Committee, speaks to reporters after a private meeting Tuesday on
Capitol Hill. The House members appointed to prosecute President
Clinton in a Senate trial, met behind closed doors to discuss the case

and how fo proceed.

He said Senate leaders had
given no advice so far on how
the process would unfold.
*There has been no word in an
official way onhow to proceed,”
Stratman said.

There is expected to be in-
tense manoeuvring over a pos-
sible censure of the president as
an alternative to a full Senate
trial. Most Democrats have
favoured such a solution and
Clinton said he is open to it.

But Senate Majority Leader
Trent Lott made clear in an in-
terview with the Los Angeles
Times on Tuesday he wanted an
airing of the evidence before
the Senate takes any action.

Urging Democrats pressing
for a negotiated censure motion
to “calm down,” he said:
&quot;We need to go forward
and do our constitutional duty
to hear the evidence.”

AP

The process is expected to
start when the Senate resumes
on January 6 after its holiday
recess, but it is unclear when a
formal trial, presided over by
Chief  Justice  William
Rehnquist, might actually be-
gin on the Senate floor.

The White House will have
up to a month to prepare its
defence. Legal experts say that
after the *“managers” present
their case, there will probably
an attempt by the White House
to have the case dismissed.

If that fails to draw a simple
majority of 51 senators, a full
trial will proceed.

But the shape of that process
will be up to the Senate - it
could last anything from a few
days to months, and could be
ended at any time if a majority
decided todo so, perhaps if some
form of censure was agreed.
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Scveral of the “managers”
have expressed a reluctance to
call witnesses while others be-
lieve itnecessary to make acred-
ible case.

“I personally, as a former
prosecutor, always like to have
witnesses,” said Representative
James Rogan of California as
he went into the meeting.

He said he had sometimes
tried cases on the basis of docu-
ments, but added: “Typically we
did that when the case was a
slam-dunk winner or a slam-
dunk loser and I don’t think on
the face of it this case fits either

one of those categories, so I
think w1tnessed would be ap-
propriate.”

Asked whether Lewinsky might
be called, he said:"Maybe.” Who
was called and what evidence was

_ discussed would depend on what
elements of the case Clinton con-
ceded and on other considerations,
he said.

In 1868, inthe only other presi-
dential impeachment -trial,
Johnson was saved by one vote
in the Senate after the House
impeached himin a dispute over
the post-Civil War Reconstruc-
tion of the South.

GOP plans Clinton trial

Clinton sends wreath to
honor Andrew Johnson

Members of the Tennessee Army National Guard salute after placmg
a wreath at the grave of former President Andrew Johnson, on behalf

of President Bill Glinton.

By DUNCAN MANSFIELD
GREENEVILLE, Tennessee
(AP) -- A routine ritual turned
into a media event Tucsday
when a wreath from President
Bill Clinton was laid on the
gravesite of former President
Andrew Johnson. were joined
by alarger group of reporters.

“It is amazing that little
Greeneville has finally hit the
big time. Johnson and Presi-
dent Clinton,” said Wayne
Pettijohn, who was making his
first pilgrimage despite living
just 100 yards away.

A wreath decorated with red,
white and blue flowers and
carrying a note that simply
said it was from “The Presi-
dent” was laid at the grave by
a Tennessece National Guard
unit.

Johnson, who became presi-
dent after the assassination of
Abraham Lincoln, was im-
pcached by the House of Rep-
resentatives for firing his sec-
retary of war over the wishes
of the Congress. The deeper
i:ssuc was Republican opposi-
tion to Johnson’s efforts to

AP

Andrew Johnson

case the South back into the
Union after the Civil War.

The Senate failed by one
vole to drive Johnson from
office after a two-month trial
in 1868.

The House impeached
Clinton on Dec. 19 on charges
of perjury and obstruction of
justice related to an affair with
White House intern Monica
Lewinsky.

The Senate could begin a
trial in January.
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Social Security ready for Y2K

By WILL LESTER
WASHINGTON (AP) --
President Bill Clinton's an-
nouncement that Social Secu-
rity payments will not be hin-
dered by computer glitches
related to the year 2000 was
hailed by some computer ex-
perts, but they’re more con-
cerned about systems that aren’t
prepared.

“[t’s good news, but certainly
expected given that Social Se-
curity was out front all along,”
said Ed Yourdon, a New York
City computer consultant and
author of “Time Bomb 2000,” a
book about the Year 2000 com-
puter problem, known as Y2K.

“The danger is that people
might generalize that things are
going to be OK. Most of us in
the computer field think that 75
percent of the governmentagen-
cies and businesses will make
it.”

Yourdon said it was “a ques-
tion of whether you look at the
glass as half-full or half-empty.
What's the effect of the 25 per-
cent that’s not done?”

Jack Gribben, spokesman for
the President’s Councilon Year
2000 Conversion, said White
House officials focused on the
computer problem are “most
concerned about organizations
in government and business
where the head of the organi-
zation does not have Y2K as
one of their top priorities.”

The Y2K problem arose
when programmers of early
computers represented each
year by its last two digits
rather than by all four _ for
example, 1972 as 72 _ mostly
to save computer memory that
was vastly more expensive at
the time.

_Trouble begins when com-
puters try to add or subtract
dates using that two-digit for-

mat and the world approaches

the year 2000, or 00.

The larger, older mainframe
computers still used by gov-
ernment and big corporations
for many vital functions are
particularly vulnerable.

“Unless organizations that
have done little on Y2K mount
aggressive efforts over the next
year, we could face disruptions
that are local in nature if there
are small businesses that aren’t
paying attention,” Gribben said.

“If your mayoror county man-
ager isn’t paying a lot of atten-
tion, there could be problems.
Local governments provide a
lot of services to people.”

The president assured Ameri-
cans on Monday that Social Se-
curity will be paid without de-
lay in the new millennium be-
cause government computers
are free of programming bugs
many expect at the start of 2000.

“The millennium bug will
not delay the payment of So-
cial Security checks by a
single day,” Clinton said in a
White House ceremony.

“It’s a good showing for So-
cial Sccurity,” said Tim Wil-
son, publisher of Y2K News
Muagazine in Crossville, Ten-

PreSIdent Clinton speaks at a Wh/te H
Social Security. Clinton said that the m
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nessee. He said abouttwodozen
other departments and agencies
are still working on the prob-
lem, and congressional watch-
dogs have said one-third of them
will not be ready.

*“Health and Human Services
is the one that worries us the
most,” Wilson said, noting that
agency delivers Medicare, Med-
icaid and welfare payments
through the states, which have
Y 2K problems of their own.

Rep. Steve Horn, a Califor-
nia Republican whose House
subcommittee monitors Y2K
preparations, praised the So-
cial Security Administration’s
compliance, but noted the
agency had 10 years to pre-
pare.

“What about the depart-
ments and agencies that have
started their remediation ef-
forts only within the last few
years?" Horn asked.

“The administration must
focus on these problem agen-
cies. It must also look at what
state and local governments are
doine to address the problem.”
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Rubin: Solid

By CURT ANDERSON
WASHINGTON (AP) -- World
cconomic problems and an un-
predictable stock market should
not stop the United States from
enjoving continued prosperity in
1999, Treasury Secretary Robert
Rubin says. '

“There will be normal ups and
Jowns.” Rubin said Monday ina
Cable News Network interview.,

“But I think the best scenario is
solid growth and low inflation.”

Rubin’s comments came a few
davs after the Federal Reserve
Jeft interest rates unchanged., a
sign that the central bank believes
in the resitiency of the U.S.
economy even as the world
struggles to recover from an 18-
month downtumn.

“We've had six quite remark-
able vears,” Rubin said. Spend-
ing by American consumers has
helped offset losses in U.S. ex-

Social Security.

port sales because of struggling
cconomies in Asia, Russia and
Latin America.

15mg "tar” 1.1 mg nicotine av. cigarette by FTC menthod.

President Clinton and Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin attend a White

House event Monday dealing with

the year 2000 computer bug and
AP

Rubin said those countrics are
not going to turn things around
overnight but should recover with

SURGEQN GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health,

growth in’

U.S. assistance.

“It will take time for the world
to work its way through these
problems,” Rubin said. T think
we've madereal progress. There’s
no reason in the world the global
economy can't get backon track.”

On another subject, Rubin said
Congress and President Bill
Clinton should develop a biparti-
san plan to reform Social Security
despite the impeachment vote in
the House of Representatives and
the president’s upcoming trial in
the Senate.

“QObviously, the present atmo-
sphere makes it more difficult,”
he said. “It is imperative that we
get together as quickly as pos-
sible.”

Unless changes are made, So-
cial Security will become insol-
vent by 2032 asthe big baby boom
generation retires and fewer
younger workers pay into the sys-

A MOMENT OF PLEASURE
WITH THE 100MM CIGARETTE

tem.
Because the federal budget is
projected to run a surplus of $1.6
trillion over the next decade, both
Republicans and Democrats have
said that the time is right for re-
form.

Rubin declined to say whether
Clinton would propose a specific
plan in his State of the Union
policy address nextmonth_some-
thing leading Republicans want
the president to do _ saying the
president must decide whether
such an announcement might risk
“politicizing and polarizing” So-
cial Security.

Many Republicans want to use
part of the surplus to cut taxes,
possibly a significant across-the-
board income tax rate reduction.

Rubin did not rule that out, but
said there should be a “great na-
tional debate” after Social
Security’s future is guaranteed on
whether the remaining surplus
should go to tax cuts or spending
in priority areas such as educa-
tion.

“T wouldn’t advocate anything
until we’ve addressed Social Se-
curity,” Rubin said.

Rubin also said Clinton was not
distracted by the impeachment, at
least on economic and budget is-
sues.

“He has been enormously and
deeply focused on the issues he
needs to be focused on,” Rubin
said.

Clintons to take

New Year break
in South Carolina

WASHINGTON (Reuters) --
President Bill Clintonand his fam-
ily travel to the South Carolina
shore on Wednesday to ring out &
tumultuous 1998 and welcome
what he can only hope will be a
betler new year.

The Clintons will continue a
family tradition of spending the
New Year’s holiday at the annual
Renaissance Weekend, which
brings together hundreds of well-
connected families forrecreation,
seminars and philosophical dis-
cussions.

Organisers of the gathering at
the Hilton Head resort say the
president’s year-long battle over
sex-and-coverup allegations re-
garding his affair with Monica
Lewinsky will not unduly domi-
nate this year’s event.

“It’s going to be great. We have
alot of very interesting people and
we'll talk about everything under
the sun,” said Linda LeSourd Lader,
who organised the event with her
husband, Phil Lader, the U.S. am-
bassador to London.

Referring to the scandal, she told
Reuters, “Idon’tthinkit’s going to
affect the substance of our time
together.”

As in past years, Clinton will
keep a low profile during his
Hilton Head stay, with no public
cvents scheduled.

He is to return to Washington
onNew Ycar’s Day, about a week
before the Senate is expected to
beginits likely impeachment trial
of the president.
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US: Iraq fired first

By Sue Pleming
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The
Pentagon released video tape on
Tuesday it said gave further proof
that Iraqi forces had fired first in
Monday s clash in the northemno-
fly zone as bad weather halted pa-
trol flights there for the time being.

U.S. defence and administration
spokesmen insisted the flights
would resume in the north as soon
as possible and that despite Iraq’s
threats, the United States was de-
termined toenforce both the north-
ern and southern no-fly zones.

Flights continued as usual in the
southern zone, they said.

The Pentagonreleased tape taken
from an F-15E fighter jet, showing
the exchange of fire between Iraqi
forces and U.S. fighter jets in the
most hostile clash since Operation
Desert Fox ended nine days ago.

Iraq has insisted U.S. pilots fired
first while Washington says U.S.
fighters were attacked and only
then hit back.

*The tape providesfurtherevidence
that the Iraqs fired first,” a U.S. De-
fence Department spokesman said.

He said the video tape clearly
showed an Iraqi launching site set-
ting off its third missile. “The dust
and smoke can be clearly seenfrom
the video,” he said.

“The time on this video proves
that contrary to claims by the
Saddam (Hussein) regime, the
Iraqi’s launched their surface-to-
air missiles on the ONW (Opera-
tion Northern Watch) aircraft, caus-
ing the ONW aircraft to take action
to protect themselves,”™ he added.

“Splash, splash,” said one voice
on the tape after plumes of smoke
could be seen billowing from what
the Pentagon said was an Iraqi tar-
get.

“Nice shot,” said another voice.
Before leaving the area, another
can be heard saying, “'Six bombs
hit the target arca.”

The Pentagon spokesman suid
bad weather had forced British and
U.S. aircraftthat monitor the north-
ern no-fly zone to cancel flights on
Tuesday.

“But they will continue to fly
missions and patrol the northem
(Iragi) no-fly zone as the president
said yesterday,” he added.

On Monday, President Bill
Clinton said the U.S. attack on the
Iraqi missile battery was appropri-
ate and that the United States would
continue to enforce no-fly zones in
the north and south of Iraq.

Aircraftwere still flying over the
southern no-fly zone, which
stretches from the border line with
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Jordan
to the 33rd parallel just south of
Baghdad. The northernno-fly zone
is above the 36th parallel.

“We have had no violations (by
Iraq) reported today inthe southern
no-fly zone,” the Defence Depart-
ment spokesman said.

National Sccurity Council
spokesman David Leavy said U.S.
determinationtoenforce the no-ly
zones remained strong.

“Qur pilots will obviously take
appropriate action to enforce the
no-fly zone. The no-fly zone pre-

vents Saddam (Iraq President
Saddam Hussein) from using his
own aircraft to oppress his people
and threaten his neighbours. This
remains a key element of our con-
tainment policy and we will ag-
gressively enforce it,” Leavy said.

Iraq on Tuesday rejected U.S.
and British denials that Iraqi armed
forces had shot down a Westemn
plane on Monday.

Both Britain, which provided
support forMonday’s mission, and
the United States said all of their
fighters had returned safely to their
air base in Turkey.

“No Western planes have been
shot down in Iraq,” a Pentagon
spokesman reiterated on Tuesday.

Iraqgi Vice President Taha Yassin
Ramadan maintained on Tuesday
that Iraqi observation posts and
forces in the field confirmed that
they had shot down a plane.

*“We have not found the wreck-
age in the area where a search took

place,” Ramadan added. Operation
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Firing seen a

By LAURA MYERS
WASHINGTON (AP) - The lat-
est U.S.-Iraq clash. a missile ex-
change over northern Iraq. was
provoked by Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein as part of a
calculated strategy to challenge
tight Clinton administration and
U.N. controls on his nation, U.S.
foreign policy experts say.

The Pentagon says U.S. and
British patrols in the “no-fly”
zones over Iraq will continue in
an atmosphere of increased ten-
sion after the incident in which
Traq said four of its soldiers were
killed.

“I'm sure that pilots will be
much more alert,” said Col. Ri-
chard Bridges. a Pentagon
spokesman. “There’ll be more
adrenaline running. But the
mechanisms to respond appro-
priately are already in place.”

Tony Cordesman, analyst at
the Center for Strategic Inter-
national Studies, said, “What
you're watching here with Iraq
challenging the no-fly zones is
just the noisiest part of a very
broad strategy. It's avisible sign
of resistance.”

Saddam'’s resistance to U.N.
weapons inspections prompted

|
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four days of U.S. and British
missile and bombing strikes ear-
lier this month. Baghdad also 1s
suggesting Irag might not re-
new a 2-year-old U.N. oil-for-
food program next year de-
signed to ease the impact of
economic sanctions on the Iraqi
populace.

At the same time, the Iraqi
military has been goading West-
ern warplanes to hit its air de-
fenses in Western-patrolled no-
fly zones set up to limit
Saddam’s power.

On Monday, U.S. warplanes
fired three missiles and six pre-
cision-guided bombs to strike
an anti-aircraft site in northern
Iraq that launched three mis-
siles at U.S. fighter jets on pa-
trol, the Pentagon said. Iraq re-
ported four soldiers killed and
seven wounded.

Before Monday’sincident, the
Iraqi military had claimed its
anti-aircraft gunners had driven
off an attack by “enemy” war-
planes that flew from Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia on Saturday,
and Iraqi leaders vowed to fire
on warplanes “violating” its air-
space.

Over the weekend, two Brit-
ish Tornado planes reported
Iraqi anti-aircraft fire in the dis-
tance. '

In Baghdad, Iraqi officials
harshly denounced American pi-
lots as “murderers and crimi-
nals” and claimed that all of
Iraq’s actions were defensive.

The Iraqi News Agency also
reported that the Iraqi missiles
“almost certainly shot down an
enemy plane.” White House
spokesman David Leavy called
the report “totally not true.”
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Saddam Hussein

British officials also said none
of their planes was hit.

“This is just more propaganda
from Saddam Hussein,” Leavy
said. President Bill Clinton in-
sisted U.S. pilots acted in self
defense and fired only after the
Iraqi anti-aircraft site launched
missiles at the American planes.
He also proclaimed that the
United States would keep the
lid on Iraq’s military.

“Because we effectively con-
trol the skies over much of Iraq,
Saddam has been unable to use
air power to repress his own
people or to lash out again athis
neighbors,” Clinton said.

He described the barring of
Iragi overflights in the zones
over the northern and southern
parts of the country as a broad
U.S. strategy for squeezing
Saddam.

The northern zone has been
patrolled regularly since April
1991 to protect Kurdish rebels;
the southern zone, in operation
since August 1992, protects
Shiite Muslim Iragis.

%

Nine-year- old Meryem Cevad accompanied by her parents at the

s Saddam ploy

Tom Keaney, a retired Air
Force colonel and head of a for-
eign policy institute at Johns
Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies, said
Saddamisn’tlooking toencour-
age another full-scale U.S. and
British attack.

He just wants to portray West-
ern forces as the bullies to gain
sympathy in the Arab world and
at the United Nations.

“This is clearly another move
to get the U.N. out and get all
sorts of controls on Iraq off,”
Keaney said. “This technique
keeps the U.S. in the headlines
as the attacker.”

Ultimately, Saddam wants
U.N. and Arab support to end
economic sanctions, in effect
since Iraq invaded Kuwait in
August 1990.

Challenging no-fly zones,
weapons inspections and the oil-
for-food program “is Saddam’s
way of sort of nibbling around
the edges” of sanctions, Keaney
said.

Iraq has always rejected the
legitimacy of the no-fly zones
and has challenged patrols as
violating its sovereignty when
it suits Saddam’s political pur-
poses, including in 1996 mis-
sile exchanges that prompted a
U.S. military buildup in the re-
gion, Cordesman said.

Unlike the weapons inspec-
tion regime, there are no U.N.
Security Council resolutions
mandating the no-fly zones.

The Clinton administration,
however, cites U.N. Resolution
688, which says Iraq cannot hurt
its own people, as the legal ba-
sis for the no-fly zones.

Saddam children hospital in Baghdad on Tuesday. Th id i

. D . e child is

iuffenng from malnutrition and kidney failure and hery parents brought
er to Baghdad from their home in the southern provinces in a vain hope

of better treatment. ap
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By Dominic Evans
AMMAN (Reuters) - King
Hussein of Jordan left a U.S.
clinic on Tuesday after months
of cancer treatment which Jorda-
nian officials said had been com-
pletely successful.

The 63-year-old king, pro-
nounced in “good health™ by the
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Min-
nesota, where he has been treated
since July, headed for Washing-
ton where he may meet U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

He was also due to stop in
London on his way back to Jor-
dan and said his anxiously
awaited homecoming would take
a few more days as he needed
time to rebuild his strength.

] willleave for Washingtonto
spend several days, and then to
London and Amman, God will-
ing, to my beloved homeland
and family,” the king said in a
letterread by his younger brother
Crown Prince Hassan on Jorda-
nian television.

King Hussein of Jordan speaks in the East Room of the White Hous

in this Oct. 23, 1998 file photo. Hussein was di

scharged from an

American hospital Tuesday after undergoing treatment for cancer, his

brother Crown Prince Hassan said.

“The reason for taking a few
days off on my way back is to
recuperate in order to restore
strength and energy.”

State television broadcast two
hours of congratulations to the

AP

monarch who has ruled Jordan for
more than 45 years.

“A nightmare which weighed on
the hearts of all Jordanians has
been lifted,” Prime Minister Fayez
al-Tarawnah said.

King Hussein leaves clinic

“God has answered the wishes
of all Jordanians, Arabs and Mos-
lems,” said Senate speaker Zeid al-
Rifai.

“We love himand we are pleased
he is returning. ButI won’t believe
it until 1 see Father Hussein in
Amman,” said a Jordanian girl in-
terviewed at a student’s hostel.

The king has undergone six
rounds of chemotherapy since mid-
July to treat non-Hodgkins lym-
phoma, a type of cancer affecting
lymph glands.

Prince Hassan, who has been
acting regent throughout King
Hussein’s long absence, said the
treatment **was crowned with com-
plete success.”

Pictures of the king, frail and
bald from chemotherapy, had
prompted Israeli and British press
reports that he was dying. But he
said last month after the fifth round
of treatment that doctors had told
himnotrace of the cancerremained.

Even as he struggled with the
illness, King Hussein left hospital

to help broker a deal between
Israel and the Palestinians on fur-
ther Israeli withdrawals from the
West Bank.

But the monarch, who steered
his country through precarious
decades of Arab-Israeli conflict
before making peace with Israel
in 1994, faces a host of domestic
problems when he returns.

His peace deal with Israel re-
mains unpopular with most Jor-
danians and vulnerable to the re-
peated setbacks in Israeli-Pales-
tinian peacemaking.
Neighbouring Iraq has sought
Arab support in its conflict with
the United States and Britain. and
Jordan’s economic growth has
slumped in the last two years.

The king’s latestillness was his
second bout of cancerinsix years.
He had akidney removed in 1992
after tests showed a malignant
growth. He had an operation on
his prostate last year and later
had a swollen lymph gland re-

moved. J

Cyprus cancels

deployment of -
S-300 missiles

By ALEX EFTY

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) - Presi-
dent Glafcos Clerides said Tues-
day that he was canceling plans to
deploy controversial, Russian-
made missiles in this island na-
tion.

His decision was announced in
a statement issued at the end of a
meeting of the policy-making
Greek Cypriot National Council,
which is composed of political
party leaders.

The move likely will reduce
tensions with Turkey _which had
threatened to block the missiles’
deployment _ but will add to
Clerides’ political troubles since
he reversed his own pledge to put
the missiles in place.

Other Greek Cypriot leaders
insist the S-300 anti-aircraft mis-
siles be deployed to counter
Turkey's defense of the Turkish
Cypriot northern part of the di-
vided island.

Participants at the meeting of
party leaders said there were in-
tense disagreements and that, in
the end, Clerides took responsi-
bility himself for canceling the
deployment.

Clerides admitted “that there
was Jack of unanimity”™ at the
meeting.

He said he would now negoti-
ate with the Russian government
for the deployment of the missiles
on the Greek island of Crete.

The announcement in Nicosia
followed Clerides’ talks in the
Greek capital Athens carlier in
the day with Greek Premier Costas
Simitis and Greece's defense and
foreign ministers.

Simitis later issued a statement
saying the Greek government
“fully supports™ Clerides’ deci-
sion. He said the missile deploy-
mentin Crete would still serve the
defensive interests of Greece and
Cyprus.
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Bodies of slain

them away from the public gaze,
an airport spokeswoman said.
Foreign Office officials were also

LONDON (AP) - The bodies of
four kidnapped men who were
beheaded in Chechnya arrived in
London early Tuesday on a flight
from Azerbaijan.

The four victims _ Peter
Kennedy. Darren Hickey and
Rudolf Petschi of Britain, and
New Zealand’s Stanley Shaw _
were kidnappedin ChechnyaOct.
3. and their severed heads were
found by a roadside on Dec. 8.

Theirbodies, which were found
Saturday near the Chechen capi-
tal. Grozny. were put on a British
Airways flight before dawn in
Baku in the presence of British
diplomats and Chechen officials.

The bodies had arrived in Baku
from Chechnya in a convoy ac-
companied by Chechen Deputy
Prime Minister Turpal Atgeriyev
and Deputy Prosecutor General
Magomed Magomadov. Officials
from the British Embassy in
Azerbaijan met the convoy in
Russia, according to Russian press
reports.

At Gatwick Airport. the coffins
were unloaded and taken to an

there.

“Itis a relief to have the feeling
that they are finally coming
home, Hickey’s father, Eamonn,
said Monday night. *“We are still
devastated but at lcast there will

be a funeral after ail.”

The handover was originally
planned for Monday, but appeared
to have been delayed by the sides’
disagreement on where it should

take place.

A spokesman for the British
Embassy in Moscow. Mike Had-
dock. said Britain wanted the
handover to take place in the Rus-
sian capital, the Interfax news

agency reported.

But Chechnya’s Deputy Prime
Minister Kazbek Makhashev said
the separatist republic considered
the proposal “unacceptable™ and
wanted the bodies to be handed
over in Azerbaijan, Interfax re-

ported.

Chechnya. which had fought a
1994-96 war for secession from
Russia. adamantly tries to assertits

The bodies of four foreigners, behea
the morgue in Grozny, Chechnya in

hostages arrive

ded in Chechnya ealier in December, are prepared for transit ou
this image from television Monaay.

o
tside
AP

independence from Moscow. No
country has recognized its sover-
eignty.

The bodies of the four men were

found Saturday in the village of

Chemnorechiye, on the outskirts of

the Chechen capital, Grozny.
Doctors confirmed their identi-

area where relatives could collect
';‘.; %]

From: the Management and Staff of

J.E.T. Holdings Company

dba’s Saipan Bowling Center

Commercial Building & House Rental * Consulting Services & Rental Estates
J’s Restaurant I, San Jose ¢ J’s Restaurant Il, Gualo Rai

PO. Box 29 Saipan MP 96950 * Tel: 235-8641 » Fax 235-9033

ties Sunday, according to Chechen
Prosecutor General Mansur
Tagirov.

A mourning service for the four
was held Monday in the church of
St. Archangel Michael in Grozny,
the capital of predominantly Mus-
lim Chechnya.

Authorities said the men, who
were in Chechnya to setup a cellu-
lar phone system, had been killed
after a rescue attempt went wrong.

The region, in the southern
Caucasus, hasexperienced a boom
in crime and kidnappings for ran-
som since Chechnya’s indepen-
dence war ended.

‘Bombs explode
‘in Greek city

PIRAEUS, Greece (AP) —
Two time bombs exploded
early Tuesday outside bank
branches of American Express
and Barclays in Greece's main
port city of Piracus, causing
some damage but no injuries,
police said.

The dynamite bombs ex-
ploded within six minutes of
each other, shortly after an
anonymous caller warned po-
lice.

The caller, who said he rep-
resented the little-known
group Revolutionary Cells,
did not give a reason for the
attack.

The bomb outside Barclays
bank caused significant dam-
age to the building and seven
cars purked nearby and shat-
tered the windows of build-
ings in the arca, police said.

The American Express
branch, not far from Barclays
bank. suffered less damage,
mainly shattered windows,
authorities said.

In June, the Revolutionary
Cells claimed responsibility
for a time bomb explosion
outside the Athens offices of
a government agency respon-
sible for hiring civil servants.
Two police officers were
shightly injured in that attack.
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By Ransdell Pierson
NEW YORK (Reuters) —
Shares of Pfizer Inc. jumped to
a lifetime high Tuesday after
Forbes magazine named the
U.S. drug maker its Company
of the Year, saying, “the people
who brought us Viagra have
more blockbusters on the way.”

Ptizer closed up $4.9375 1o
$124.3125 on the New York
Stock Exchange. ‘

“QOur Company of the Year
decision was fairly casy,”
FForbes said in a six-page profile
of Pfizer - the New York-based
group that captured much lime-
light in April 1998 by launch-
ing Viagra. the world’s first pre-
scription pill for treating impo-
tence.

Forbes, in its issue dated Jan.
11, 1999, said Viagra was ex-
pected to have 1999 sales of
$1.4 billion, adding that at least
a half dozen other drugs still in
Pfizer’s research pipeline are
likely to emerge as blockbust-
ers over the next five years.

They include Zeldox for
schizophrenia, Relpax for mi-
graine headaches, Tikosyn for

?':Di'S‘(:o{rex"y Channe
‘buys CBS Eye on

| People Network - ‘

NEW YORK (AP) - CBS
Corp., the U.S.-based televi-
sion network, is selling its half
of the CBS Eye on People
cable network to partner Dis-
covery Communications Inc.
less than two years after the
network was launched.

Discovery, owner of several
cable networks including the
Discovery Channel. had been
seeking sole control of Eye on
People sinee buying a 50 per-
cent stake in July. The net-
work will be renamed Discov-
ery People onJan. 11, and CBS
will continue to produce some
programming.

Financial terms of
Tuesday’s deal were not dis-
closed.

Eye on People has depended
heavily on archived footage
from news shows such as "60
Minutes™ and 48 Hours™ to
fill its schedule.

Discovery said Eye on
People’s focus on personali-
ties is a logical extension of
the company’s other nonfic-
tion-based cable networks,
which also include TLC (The
Learning Channel), Animal
Planct and the Travel Chan-
nel.

Eye on People has about 11
million cable and satellite sub-
scribers, up from 2 million at
its March 1997 launch, but is
still a small player in the
crowded cable field. In con-
trast, the Discovery Channcl
has 75.4 million subscribers.

heart rhythm disorders, Alond
for diabetes-related disorders,
inhalable insulin for diabetes
and Droloxifene for osteoporo-
sis.

Forbes said Pfizer was ¢x-
pected to earn $2.6 billion on
total revenuc of $13.3 billion in
1998. thanks in great part o
marketing aggressiveness and
Savvy.

It deploys 5,400 marketers,
the largest sales force in the
industry, many of them ex-sol-
diers.

Pfizer has expanded its sales
ranks by more than 50 percent
in just two years,” Forbes said.

Forbes said Pfizer Chief Ex-
ecutive William Steerce had more
than tripled research spending
in eight years, to $2.2 billion in
1998, or 18 percent of its phar-
maceuticals sales.

k4

The Lincoln Blackwood, a four-door pickup-type concept vehicle with a shortenedbed and inlaid wood panels,
is viewed at its introduction Tuesday at the Greater Los Angeles Auto Show. AP

‘Senator Joaquin G. Adriano

R - Tinian
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MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russia
on Tuesday rolled out the first
of its upgraded MiG-29 fighter
jets, the MiG-29 SMT, Russian
media said.

“This will allow us to sharply
increase the military capacity
of the Russian Air Force up 1o
2020, after whichanew genera-
tion fighter will come into ser-

Novikov was quoted as saying
by Itar-Tass news agency.
“This plane is ready to take
on the best Americanplanes,” a
correspondent for NTV televi-
sion said as engineers worked
on a MiG-29 behind him.
*The avionics...will give the
pilot new possibilities,” senior
air force officer Andrei
Tolmachev told the channel.
Twoextra fuel tanks increase
the fighter’s range to 2,200 km
from 1,850 km without losing

Russia rolls out its first
updated MiG-29 fighter

vice,” chief designer Valery
. fighter but as an._interceptor,

‘nation to continueé aegreeswely

manoeuvrability while further
tanks can take therange 103,500
km, media reports. said.. The .
cockpit, electronics and weap-.
ons systems have also been up-
graded with the weapons pay-
load rising to five tonnes from
three. _

Tass said the Defence Mm1s-
try was updating 150 to 180 of
the planes.

Novikov told Tass the plane $
combat efficiéncy had beenim- -
proved “eightfold” and that it
could now operate not just as a

grouhd attack orreconnaissance
aircraft zmd an ‘aerial command
post. .
Inasign of Ru551a s deteum- ]

arketmg its: armaments.
abroad; the MiG-29 SMT will
be able to carry not just Russian
Continued on page 37
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DaimlerChry

sler eyes methanol

for powering its fuel-cell vehicle

By BRIAN S. AKRE
DETROIT (AP)-Two yearsago,
the former Chrysler Corp. caused
a stir at the Detroit .auto show
when it said itexpected to perfect
4 COSOw.

The Jeep Commander is a sport
utility vehicle that
DaimlerChrysler will use as a
demonstration of how a fuel-cell-
powered vehicle would work.

The Commander currently only"

works on battery power, however.

DaimlerChryslerexpectstohave
a working methanol fuel-cell sys-
tem in the vehicle by late 1999.

DaimlerChrysler, created by the
mergerof Chryslerand Germany's
Daimler-Benz AG in November,
has not given up on developing a
commercially viable way to re-
form gasoline into hydrogen.

But now it’s saying that won't
happen soon despite progress in
other areas.

“Thetechnologyitselfisstill very
immature,” said Chris Borroni-
Bird, senior manager of technol-
ogy strategy planning. “It’s not re-
alistic to expect we can commer-
cialize gasoline fuel-cell technol-
ogy by 2004. Mdybe 2010, but not

2004.7

A fuel cell produces electricity
from a chemical reaction between
hydrogen and oxygen.

One of the biggest roadblocks
forautomotive use has beenhow to
get and store the hydrogen effi-
ciently and inexpensively.

By creating hydrogen from gaso-
line or methanol on board the ve-
hicle, the need for big, heavy and
costly hydrogen tanks and a sys-
tem of hydrogen filling stations
would be eliminated.

While methanol is not widely
available now, it could be distrib-
uted through the existing network
of filling stations. It is easier to
convert into hydrogen and pro-
duces less emissions.

Bernard Robertson, senior vice
presidentof engineering technolo-
gies, said Chrysler’s work into
reforming gasoline into hydro-
genconvinced its researchers that
methanol makes more sense for
now.

“Were not abandoning the re-
search to reform gasoline into hy-
drogen, but it will take a back
seat.”

The merger also has something

to do with the decision. Daimler
was further ahead than Chrysler
in some aspects of fuel-cell devel-
opment, and had focused more on
methanol as an energy source.

DaimlerChrysler officials say
they believe a fuel-cell vehicle
would get 50 percent better fuel
economy than the same vehicle
with a conventional gasoline en-
gine, once the weight of the fuel-
conversionequipmentis reduced.

That means today’s typical
SUV that gets 15 to 20 miles (24
to 32 kilometers) per galion (3.8
liters) would instead get 25-30
mpg (40-48 kilometers per 3.8
liters), and its range would in-
crease to about 600 miles (960
kilometers) from 400 (640 kilome-
ters), Borroni-Bird said.

Another problem is the time it
takes to warm up a fuel cell stack:
upto30minutes withexisting tech-
nology.

“This is clearly unacceptable,”
Borroni-Bird said. “'If we can get
the startuptime down toone minute,
then you’d only need a small bat-
tery to get you started and the over-
all vehicle concept may make
sense.”
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Continued from page 1

least one documented sweatshop
and a host of violations of labor
and immigration laws.

Hundreds of nonresident work-

ers were also arrested fornot com-
plying with DOLI's policy on th
Alien Registration Card (ARC).
They were ordered to secure it or
face deportation.

On top of this, some 800 more
were arrested over suspicions of
having overstayed. Of this figure,
more than 400 were deported.

There were also instances of
random checkpoints that resulted
to the seizure of a private van
suspected to have been used to
transport illegals across the is-
land.

Close to 50 manpower agen-
cies were forced to close after
DOLI, in coordination with the
Department of Commerce (DOC),
imposed stricter regulations en-
suring that these firms have the
means to sustain employment of

their labor pool.

Hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars worth of properties were
seized fromnightclub owners and
karaoke bar operators following
raids that led to the discovery of
illegals in their payroll.

Entry of workers from “prob-
lem” countries like China and
Bangladesh was stopped. A tighter
policy on the entry of Russian
nationals was also enforced.

In short, DOLI appeared re-
lentless in its drive to institute
reforms that past administration
may have overlooked.

There were enough laws, ac-
cording to DOLI Secretary Mark
Zachares. But, he lamented, these
were not fully enforced.

Instead, what prevailed during
a past administration is a system
thatignored due process and gave
preferential treatmentto individu-
als with friends or relatives at the
department.

The. moves for reform were,
however, not without strong reac-
tions from affected quarters.

The department was faced with

Strong .

Continued from page 1

anybody to be laid off, he wanted
to make it clear that it was only a
strictly temporary measure, be-
cause the legislature did not iden-
tify where the funds would be
coming from,” Cruz said. “It’s
only pushing us furtherintodebt.”

Gutierrez made a surprise ap-
pearance at the legislative session
hall and was given an opportunity
to speak before the lawmakers
and the hundreds of DOE em-
ployees present.

Gutierrez proposed a two-part
plan in addition to his executive
order two weeks ago which he
says will free up $28 million for
use.

Vice Speaker Tony Blaz, who
authored the appropriations bill,
said they did not consider
Gutierrez's plan because there are
too many details to sort out and it
would not be done in time to ad-
dress DOE’s crisis.

DOE Director Roland

Taimanglo, who helped orches-
trate the massive turnout, was
pleased with the outcome of the
lobbying efforts, even though the
$10 million does not cover them
completely.

“This will only cover our local
obligationsin payroll,” Taimanglo
said. *'I am working with one of
our local banks to work with our
other shortfalls. The talks have
been favorable.”

Taimanglo said there is a likeli-
hood that several of the 200 em-
ployees that have already been
laid off may be called back.

In other legislative action, the
24th Guam Legislature overrode
the governor’s veto on 11 of the
12 bills he returned, including the
retirement bill (609) and the mu-
nicipal government bill (610).

The attempt tooverride Bill 303,
which combined the Guam Eco-
nomic Development Agency and
the Department of Commerce,
failed to pass by one vote. Four-
teen votes are needed for over-
ride.

Guam .

Continued from page 1

ment point for long-line tuna
headed for Japan’s “sashimi”
market and other fresh and frozen
markets worldwide.

Aside from the tuna dumping,
Harris said another problem ex-
perienced by fishermen is that
Guam’s off-shore fisheries ac-
tivities are functionally lim-
ited to the resources within an
approximate 50-mile radius
due to limitations in vessel
size and equipment.

A major constraint faced by
small-scale fishermen who
wish to expand their opera-
tions is the difficulty in secur-
ing loans for the purchase of
larger fishing vessels.

“Improving the availability
of local capital financing for
larger size vessels would re-
sult in increased vessel range
and accessibility to fishing
grounds for local fishermen,”
Harris said.

She added that vessel main-

tenance is sometimes delayed
for up to three years duce to
lack of affordable haul-out
facilttics.

“The construction of dry-
dock facilities has been deter-
mined to be unfecasible be-
cause of high costs of land
and equipment, coupled with
an anticipated low level of
potential users on an annual
basis.™

According to Harris, the
Government of Guam contin-
ues to look after the problems
of fishermen because although
the overall economic contri-
bution of Guam’s small-scale
commercial fisheries is mod-
est in comparison to tourism
and other large industrics,
there is perhaps no other natu-
ral resource that is as funda-
mentally critical to the qual-
ity of life for the people of
Guam as the surrounding
ocean.

“Guam, like all other Pa-
cific islands, is a micro-state
where every resource is
needed in order for its people
to survive,” Harris said.

lawsuits stemming from allega-
tions the raids, arrests and sei-
zures were done arbitrarily.

Some of these cases have been
junked by the courts.

The department also initiated
the enactment of a law granting
amnesty to illegals in an apparent
bid to flush out overstayers.

The law gives illegals six
months from Dec. 2 this year to
May 1999toregister and be given
legal status.

More than 1,000 illegals have
thus far come forward since_ the
amnesty law — Limited Immu-
nity program — took effect.

However, a mere 15 percent of
them landed jobs.

Registered illegals who fail to
find jobs will be repatriated and
be allowed to re-enter in the fu-
ture once employment is estab-
lished.

llegals who did not avail of the
amnesty and werg eventually ar-
rested will be deported and not be
allowed back for five years.

Estimates place the number of
illegals at nearly 5,000.

The department was also in-
strumental in the enactment of an
anti-loitering law that gave au-
thorities the mandate to accost

and arrest overstayers and legiti-
mate workers suspected to be pros-
titutes and pimps in tourist dis-
tricts like Garapan and Susupe.

At least nine people — all Chi-
nese nationals — were arrested
following an intensive operation
led by operatives of the Depart-
ment of Public Safety (DPS) late
this year.

A number of those arrested,
however, were seen back on the
streets.

Nevertheless, the clean-updrive
against prostitution helped rid
Garapan of prostitutes and pimps
posing as bystanders.
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Clinics

Continued from page 1

He said that for every medical
referral, almost 20 percent of the
health care costs are shouldered
by health insurance carriers, while
the remaining 80 percent is paid
by DPH or the Commonwealth
Health Center.

“But if the 80 percent is not
getting paid always . . . that’'sa
problem of Straub. They’re not

as likely tobe accepting any more
patients from us,” he said.

Villagomez said the same goes
for Kapiolani Women and
Children’s Hospital.

“They've already put us on
notice that they probably will
not take in CNMI patients be-
cause of the lack of payments
on both insurance and medic-
aid,” he said.

In an earlier interview,
Villagomez said the DPH col-
lections for FY 98 went down
by as much as $2 million. This

doesnot yet include payments
from the government health

insurance, medicaid and other

patients.
He added that the total
amount of money that the gov-

ernment owes the DPH is over

$27 million for health services
duringthe last three to four years.
The CNMI is also referring pa-
tients to the Queen’s Medical
Center, Tripler Army Medical
Center and St. Francis Hospital--
allin Hawaii, and certain medical
centers in the Philippines.
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{Saturday}

(Sunday)

(Monday)

December 29,1998 San Antonio Church 6:00 pm

(Tuesday)

December 30, 1998 St. Jude Church 6:00 pm

(Wednesday)

On Sunday, January 3, 1999 at 6:00 am Mass will be offered at St.
Jude Church. We the famﬂy would like to invite everyone to join
us for breakfast at the Social Hall.

Fhant You, Wndanghbulo Na Si Yu'us Ma'ate Gor all your prayens ’—J
r

also known as (Fermin Ankoi)

would like to invite all relatives, and friends to join us
in prayer tor our Beloved Husband, Father,
Grandfather and Brother as we remember him in
praver on his 2nd Year Anniversary /

DAILY MASS AS FOLLOWS:
December 26,1998 Mt Carmel Cathedral - 6:00 am

December 27, 1998 St. Jude Church - 6:00 am

December 28, 1998 San Vicente Church 6:00 pm

ZTSECOND YEAR ANNIVERSARY &

’,’{/e,l‘/tefwm&/o/l‘ftefafe

ISy

S

(Friday)

(Saturday)

(Sunday)

December 31,1998 St. Jude Church 6:00 pm
(Thursday)

January 1, 1999

January 2, 1999

January 3, 1999

St. Jude Church 7:00 am
Mt. Carmel Cathedral 6:00 am

St. Jude Church 6:00 am

LUISA MATAGOLAI-QUITUGUA YAN I FAMILIA

Would like to extend our sincerest appreciation and gratitude to all of our friends
A and relatives who have shown their support, prayers, and kind words of

{{%, ~ condolences during our time of sorrow. We would especially like to thank Nancy’s
1 extended family, The Retired Chief Justice & Mrs. Jose S. Dela Cruz and their
/ families for all their generous support and their love for Nancy’s families.

} We would also like to give our special thanks to Bishop Tomas A. Camacho,
’ Father Ino Colendrino, and Father Edwin Musico.
We thank everyone who have consoled us for the loss of our dear Wife, Mother,

Grand Mother, Daughter and Sister.

Dangliulo na Si Yuus M.aase, Ghillison, M.al M.esulang
para todos hamyo pot i tinayuyut miyo

yan todo i ayudon miyo.

FROM THE FAMILY

Nancy
c%ablan lgmo@f )

Consensus .

Continued from page 1

were already ranking members in
1992-93 when some Republican
legislators openly declared their
intention tounseat their partymate
and then governor Lorenzo I. DL
Guerrero.

For Republican legislators,
Guerrero’s Democratic successor
was not exactly an improvement
either.

*“Shut up” was Gov. Froilan C.
Tenorio’s usual advice to Republi-
can legislators, whose rejoinders
were often unprintable.

No surprise then that this year,
which marked the onset of one of

“the worst economic crises ever ex-

perienced by the CNMI, legisla-
tors are describing the new occu-
pant of the administration building
in terms usually reserved for a be-
loved father.

“He is arespected father figure,”
Senate President Manglona said,
referring to Pedro P. “Teno”
Tenorio, the CNMI's only two-
term governor who, in January of
this year, became its only three-
term chief executive.

“With the crisis we're in, Teno’s
style of goveming by consensus is
what we need,” Manglona said.

“The relationship between the
administration and the Legislature
has never been this good for quite
some time now, and because of this
close working relationship, there is
a better chance that the govern-

ment can be equal to the challenges -

”»

posed by oureconomic problems,
he said.

Like Speaker Benavente and the
governor’s press secretary, Frank
S. Rosario, Manglona expects the
“harmony” between the two
branches of government to be main-
tained throughout the succeeding
years of the Tenorio administra-
tion.

“The governor has theright tem-
perament for this situation,”
Benavente said. “He is patient,
meticulous and he respects useven
if we disagree on some issues.”

Since January, the governor has
vetoed “only” 19 bills, mostly due
to niinor concerns over language
and technical details. His vetomes-
sages often contain advice to pass
an improved version of the same
bill.

In addition, the governor will al-
ways bring in legislators whenever
he sets up a task force to address
specific issues like solid waste, capi-
tal infrastructure projects, tourism,
€CONOMIC recovery.

In turn, most, if not all, of his
recommended measures were
passed by the Legislature, includ-
ing the general appropriations bill,
which is usually a source of con-
flict between the administration and
the Legislature.

Moreover, all the governor’s
nominees to Cabinet and govern-
ment board positions were con-
firmed, with the glaring exception
of acting Attomey General Maya
B. Kara.

“That’s the ﬁrst time a Teno
nominee has not been confirmed,
and that includes the nominees he
submitted during his firsttwoterms
in office,” Press Secretary Rosario
said.

Nonetheless, in rejecting Kara,
senators blame her and not the gov-
ernor for making the nomination.

Andinstead of urging Tenorioto
move Kara out of the office of the
attorney general, senators want her
to “do the governor a favor” and
voluntarily step down.

Even House Minority Leader
Dino M. Jones (D-Prec. 4,
Saipan)—technically, the main
opposition legislator—has nothing
much to complain about the Re-
publican governor.

Askedto assess the performance
ofthe administration, Jones said, I
want to be fair. [ don’t want to
speak without having the facts be-
fore me.”

Pressed for a more definite an-
swer, Jones replied, “It’s prema-
ture to say anything. My concen-
tration now is the economy not
politics.”

Rosario said the key word is
“respect.”

“The govemor, a former Senate
president, has genuine respect for
the legislators. This is true during
his first two terms when he had to
work with a House of Representa-
tives dominated by Democrats.”

Manglona calledthe relationship
between Tenorio and legislators as
a “‘tremendous improvement.”

“There is mutual respect and mu-
tual understanding. We’re work-
ing together, passing good pieces
oflegislation and presenting acom-
mon front before the federal gov-
emment,” he said.

“I'm confident we will maintain
this relationship.”

The speakerisnolessoptimistic.

“Because of our good relation-
ship and the governor’s austerity
measures, investors’ confidence
remains high and the federal gov-
emment trusts us,” he said.

“l do believe that we will tum
things around for the economy. In

1999, I'sec no place forus but up.”

Palau .

Continued from page 17

tive findings.

Earlier. Anastacio was quoted
saving. in the absence of Code of
Ethics. officials can wear two hats

and mingle with various deals ™ and
such “impropriety™ should not be
atllowed to happen in any respect-
able civilized society.

“We have to lead by example.
We hope the rest of the govern-
ment agencies will do the same,”
the house speaker said.

Russia .

Continued from page 34

but all NATO air-to-air and air-
to-surtace missiles and other
weaponry.

Several east European air
forces, which will soon be joining
the Western defence alliance, are
equipped with MiG-29s and Rus-
sia aims to bid for contracts to
upgrade those, NTV said.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31,

Guam .

Continued from page 10

ounde business.™

He added that the quickest way 10
infuse dollarsinto the Guameconomy
and create new jobs s to facilitite a
stronger military presence on island.

While Guam continues to be in a
recession, Deloitte & Touche Man-
aging Partner Allen A. Pickens said
there will be arecovery indue course.

Thus, Pickens said it is imperative
for Guam’s business community to
position itself in order to realize dra-
matic benefits during the recovery
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phase.

“We must be prepared (o expand
dramatically our financial services
industry. We must build upon that
which is already in place, including
the insurance underwriting industry
and international trust services,”
Pickens said.

Manglona .

Continued from page 13

term elections to form Unity, said he

will not seek the coalition’s endorse-
ment.

“Iwill runasa Democrat,” he said.
“But first we will reorganize the party
and we wilthave our own candidates.
There’s probably only one Democrat

who will join Unity. The rest of the
hundreds of my partymates will re-
main with us.”

“Idon’treally care whorans against
me. I just want to wish the people a
Happy New Year.”

DEQ .

Continued from page 16

Cabrera is urging island busi-
nesses and government agencies
to organize internal collection
practices, and then bring their
collected HP cartridges to DEQ.

That's all island residents have
to do. DEQ will package the used
cartridges and then ship them to
Hewlett Packard’s recycling fa-
cility in Virginia.

If you have any questions about
the HP Toner Cartridge Recy-
cling Program, call DEQ at 234-
6114,

Charter .

Continued from page 12

adopted under the auspices of
the Western Pacific Regional
Fisheries Management Council
has prohibited commercial long-
line, foreign purse seine and pole
and line fishing within 50 nauti-
cal miles of thc 100 fathom

isobath.

The establishment of these clo-
sure areas has essentially restricted
large-scale commercial fishing from
occurring within almost the entire
Exclusive Economic Zone surround-
ing Guam.

Asaresult, Harris said commercial
opportunities in the area of offshore
fisheries fall primarily into charter
boat fishing and wroll fisheries.

Health .

Continued from page 14

his decisions. especially in ensuring
that cost-cutting measures are ob-
served in every area without jeopa-
dizing the delivery of health care.

“It's been a challenging yew- tor

me and I don’t regret accepting this
position.” Villagomez said.

In February. DPH implemented a
mandatory HIV/AIDS testingamong
alienworkerstoaddress the concerns
raised by the Communicable Disease
Centerin Atlanta over the increasing
number of infectious diseases in the
Commonwealth.

The more than 34.000alien work-
ers who have undergone the emer-
gency health screening have been
registered from 58 different coun-
uies. Eighty-fivepercentof all aliens
seeking health certificates have come
from the Philippines and the Peoples
Republic of China.

The said regulations resulted to an
increase inrecorded cases of syphilis,
chlamydia and other sexually trans-
mitted diseases both among CNMI
citizens and alien workers.

The magnitude of STDs. however,
did not spare 4 newbormn baby girl
from being infected with HIV. Sheis
now classified as a full-blown AIDS
victim,

Division of Public Health medical
director Dr. Jon Bruss also under-
scored the success of the emergency
healthsereening programamong non-
residentworkers, and the DPH s part-
nership program with the Public
School Systemintrying tobring about
ahealthiercommunity during the last
fiscal year, particularly in the areu of

nutrition and sexually-transmitted
discases.

Aside from strengthening various
programs, the DPH has also done
sophisticated work in certain areas
than it did several years ago, accord-
ing to Bruss.

Headded thatdespite these accom-
plishments, the DPH is notresting on
its laurels.

“We'vedonealotof good thingsin
public health . . . But we still have
major challenges ahead of us in the
areaof some communicable diseases
like HIV and tberculosis. . . and
other iliness of lifestyle like diabetes
and cardiovascular diseases,” Bruss
said.

In June, several nurses who failed
to secure the National Council Li-
censing Examination(NCLEX) were
demoted to nursing for them to con-
tinue their employment with DPH.

Villagomez remarked DPH will
see to it that all its nurses will be
NCLEX-certified by early 1999.
Failure to secure the examination, he
added. will mean separation from
DPH.

A stress analysis of the hospital
building was done to ensure the
safety of the patients and the hospi-
tal employees.

Newly-purchased  medical
cquipment have also been utilized
to the fullest in order to serve the
increasing number of patients.

Villagomezexpressed hopes that
the coming year will not be as
financial bad as the year that just
ended.  He also hoped that the
actual expansion of the hospital,
which is part of the $154 million
capital improvement projects. will
take place in 1999,

ke
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would like to invite all our relatives and friends to join as we
commemorate the first anniversary of our Beloved Mother
beginning on Friday, January 1 to January 9, 1999

Nightly rosary will be held nightly at 8:00PM at the
residence of Mr. Juan I. Cepeda in San Vicente.

On the final day, Saturday, January 9, mass will be offered at
5:00PM at the San Vicente Church.
Dinner will be served at the above residence.

We the family of the late,

VICTORIA
CABRERA

CEPEDA
A\ W . é . /m 4

New Year .

Continued from page 14

and we should refrain from using
firecrackers as much as possible,
and also since children are the
most common victims of these
accidents.” he said.

At the same time, Khorram said
champagne corks during holidays
huve also caused a number of eye

injuries.

“There were two severe eye
injurics from champagne corks
last month. Both resulted to per-
manent loss of vision,” he said.

Khorram explained that plac-
ing a cloth napkin or a towel over
the cork before opening the bottle
will help prevent the eyes from
setting hurt or impaired.

“Do not also shake the bottle
before opening,™ he added.

DPS

Continued from page 13

also maintain a state of alert dur-

ing the period as the islands pre-

pare for the New Year's eve.
Norita said patrols and HI-C

checkpoints will be visible along

the roads while policemen de-
tailed at the station are to main-
tain their ordinary duties,

“We are all prepared for the
New Year just as we did last
Christmas and we are hoping that
justlike Christimas, the New Year
will be peaceful,” he said.

Bars

Continued from page 6
the business hoursare beingextended
from 2:00 am 10 4:00 am as allowed
by taw.
He stressed though that bars must
be closed by 4:00 in the moming.
“This authorization docs not allow
for any further expansion of the ex-
tended hours. Any abuse of theexten-
sionwillnotbe tolerated, " he warmned.
Andrew Sales, DOC Aleoholic

Beverages Control (ABC) adminis-
trator, forhis paut, cautioned barown-
ersagainstaccommodating those who
are already obviously intoxicated”
to prevent untoward incidents.

He also reminded them not to sell
aleoholic drinks to minors.

“Thope it tums out to be o happy
new year’s eve, [ have to caution the
barowners,don’tsellalcohol tothose
coming in and who are already obvi-
ously intoxicated,” said Sales.

|

Brother: Francisco R. Ca

Mother-in-Law:

On lantary <, 1999, at 7

8B:00AM until 3:A5PM.

Mother: Maria Reyes Camacho

PREDECEASED BY:

SORVIVEED BY:

Wife: Ma. Theresa Poblete Camacho  Son:  Charles Evans Pobiete Camacho

Brother & Sisters—in-Law: Sister & Brother-in—-Law:

Reyes
Gamacho

Born: December 7, 1947 Died: December 27, 1998

Father: Jose Reyes Camacho
macho Father-in-Law: Napoicon Legaspi Poblete

Virginia Cerniaz Poblete

Vicente & Malou Camacho. hine C.
Daniel & Maggie Camacho, Marie
lose San Miguel Camacho, Juah Reyes Castro
Ambros Angel:
Trishia Dianne

Nightly Rosary is be in«‘; said at 8:00pm at the family residence in Kagman 1l
:30AM. the body will be taken out from the CHC and will
be brought to his residence in Kagrnan Il Vie 'wing

Funeral mass will be at

Calhedral.  Burial will follow immediately at the Chalan Kanoa Cemetery.

Thank you,
THE FAMILY

Poblete,
Ann C. Poblete

C. Poblete

& last respects will begin - at
400PM at the Mt Carmel

’_HL(—
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NMI. ..

Continued from page 10

Guam consumers in the form of higher
commodity prices.

But when the Free Trade Zone is
finally established in the Common-
wealth, Guam is likely to benefit espe-
cially when unconsigned goods will be
placed in bonded warchouses within
the CNMI and later removed for ship-
ment to Guani.

The expected increase in the volume
of cargo. as well as the reduction in the
existing high freight rates. will ulii-
mately reduce the costof living inboth
Guam and the CNML

The CNMI, being exempt from cer-
tain provisions of the Jones Act. can
allow any foreign flag surface vessel to
pick up and transport cargo between
any US mainland seaport, Hawaii or
Guam and deliver it to the Common-

weaith.

In addition, CNMI consumers are
also expected to enjoy lower cost of
living while investors are toexperience
Jower business operating expenses and
the government to generate increased
business gross revenue taxes.

A free trade zone in the Common-
wealth also stands to benefit American
firmsexportingto Asiaand Asian firms
exporting to the United States.

A University of Washington MBA
intern earlier proposed the creationof a
private orsemi-private managing orga-
nization that would oversee operations
of the planned Free Trade Zone.

Andrew Hellman pointed out that
the establishment of aFree Trade Zone
Development Corporation would also
helpfacilitate business relocationtothe
FTZ, which, he added may be ideally
erected in a tract of land lying adjacent
to the southemn side of the Saipan Inter-

national Airport.

At the same time, he is also suggest-
ing that the Legislature come up with
anoverafl incentive package, including
tax holidays, that may be given to
businesses that would relocated to the
proposed trade zone.

Hellman also laid down other incen-
tives. aside from tax perks, that may be
provided by the CNMI government 0
prospective investorssuch asimmigra-
tion, employment and utility rate in-
centives.

He said the FTZ Development Cor-
poration should be empowered to de-
termine which incentives to give 0
which investers. He said this may be
based upon the size of the investment
and the type of industry.

He said this would establish a strong
incentive for the FTZ Development
Corporation to be aggressive in market-
ing the CNMI and its free trade zone.

Financial ...

Continued from page 6

will help re-fill the emptied public cof-
fer.

“We are hopeful that through the
efforts of the Marianas Visitors Au-
thority. the Aviation Task Force. the
Commerce secretary and his ideas. the
Economic Revitalization Task Force
and other agencies. the economic situ-
ation in general will improve; but it’s
going to take time.

A deficitashuge as $57.3 millionis

serious,” he stressed.

The financial advisor said the gov-
emment-wide austerity measures will
continue tobe observed “‘until the defi-
cit is retired and the situation gets bet-
ter.”

The lowered revenue projection for
the rest of the fiscal year 1999 may also
be revised for the second time, depend-
ing on the government’s actual collec-
tions.

Sablan said the governmentismoni-
toring the collections on a quarterly
basis., and the nextquarterly collections

will take place in January.

“We will compare our January col-
lections with our revised projections,
and from there, we will decide whether
there is still a need to lower or increase
the revised revenue projections,” he
said.

The governor earlier pledged to “do
everything” to retire the cumulative
deficit in two-fiscal year’s time.

The government reduced its rev-
enue projection by $32.5 million in
November. or from $242.5 million to
$210 million.

Guam

Continued from page 10

Another issue that the Chamber will
pursue next year is the business licens-
ing law on Guam.

The Chamber strongly opposed Bill
No. 475 (relating to commercial activ-
ity without a business license) because
it believed that the bill would work
againstefforts to attract needed invest-
ment capital into Guan.

“The Chamberstronglyopposed Bill
475, the infamous business license bill.
Bill 475 had far-reaching implications
which could have virtually stopped all
outsideinvestmenton Guam,” Sanchez
said.

The Chamber recommended that

the bill be withdrawn and requested
more legislative discussion o develop
a comprehensive business license law
for Guam.

A major concern with the bill as
written was that it would change exist-
ing law and declare certain contracts,
obligations and liens to be void “and of
no force and effect whatsoever.”

“Fortunately, thebill died aftermuch
lobbying from the business commu-
nity,” said Sanchez.

“Subsequently, the Chamber has
submitted recommendations for
changestoimproveourcurrentlaw and
we should pursue the opportunity to
finalize the changes with the incoming
25th Guam Legislature and the Gover-
nor.”

CPA. ..

Continued from page 6

harbor, according tohim, wasunneces-
sary and had been undertaken by the
previous administration merely to
“outdo” its predecessor.

Palacios stressed that the financial
crisis besetting the CPA came during
the previous board members’ term.
The crisis was blamed on the misman-
agement of former officials led by
former executive director Shoda and
board chairman Victor Hocog.

Duringthe Fiscal Year 1995,noneof
the six supplemental budget requests,

amounting to more than $6.5 million,
were approved with the certification of
the CPA comptroller.

In 1996, some $22.9 million in total
supplemental budget were approved
without the certification of the chief
accountant, while close to $245,000 in
total additional budget were okayed
without the accountant’s knowledge.

Change orders

The Ports Authority found itself in
hot water following complaints on the
unnecessary dredging work at the
Saipanseaport thathasundergone sev-
eral change orders. An executive re-
port has even urged the Department of
Interiorand the United StatesCongress
to audit the Saipan Harbor Improve-
mentProject[SHIP]duetothe increase
in scope and cost.

The federal government has also
been urged to look into the project
because of its delayed completion.

Roman Tudela, former CPA execu-
tive directorand present memberof the
board of directors, said the dredging
project would have already been com-
pleted had there been no additional
dredging.

Tudelasaid afeasibility study before
the project was started in 1994 deter-
mined that up to minus 35 dredging
works willonly be needed for vesselsto
be able to dock at the Saipan seaport.
“With all indications, minus 35 is more
than sufficient.”

He said the only problem that may
arise on the minus 35-deep dredgingis
that long-range tankers will not be able
10 dock at the facility. But he stressed
that both Mobil and Shell signified that
they won't be using tankers since it
would not be necessary.

The CPA has increased the scope of
the dredging work from minus 35 to
minus 45,

The project underwent numerous
change orders during the last three
years.Oncof them involvedan amount
over $741,000 as additive to the exist-
ing contruct for dredging work in Rota.

It has been said that change order
number-7 withover$74 1 (X0 of supple-
mental costis a result of work initially
intended to be covered by tiguidated
damage of $1 million against the con-
tractor by performing certain dredging
work in Rota harbor.

Declining revenues

Due to the alleged “gross misman-
agement™ by the previous administra-
tion, CPA is now on the brink of des-
peration as to how it will be able o
generate enough funds to pay the $54
nullion debt it incurred since 1994,

This, amid the declining Ports Au-
thority revenues. Comptroller David
Demapan said CPA hasbeenincurring
a $200,000-shortfall every month,
which is transiated into a double-digit
decline.

And with hardly a trace of financial
recovery, the CPA - may need a com-
prehensive and immediate audit fol-
lowing reports that the agency hasbeen
over-manned.

Documents obtained by the Variety

Continued on'page 39
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CPA. ..

Continued from page 38

recommended a formal mandatory
quarterly budget review and certifica-
tionby management, anencumbrance
process to assure that funds are actu-
ally available before funds are com-
mitted.

Palacios said there is a need to
dismiss CPA employees who have
allegedly been irregularly recruited
since 1994 to keep the Ports Author-
ity at pace with its self-instituted
austerity measures.

Areview ofits personnel disclosed
that the agency has accumulated a
total of 252 employees with a cumu-
lative annual income of at least $8.5
million.

Documents revealed thatin 1994,
the Ports Authority had 167 employ-
ees with a combined total income of
about $3.6 million.

Palacios said that with the present
financial condition of the Ports Au-
thority, superfluous employees
should be terminated. “I understand
that this may cause some inconve-
niences but they should understand
100, that they should have not been
hired, to begin with,” he explained.

He also suggested that CPA should
reduceexpensesby eliminating unnec-
essary travels, He stressed that the
agency’s failure torespond toconcerns
raised by its financial consultant has
contributed to CPA’s poor financial
condition.

Also, CPA previously spent a big
amount of money developing plans for
Capital Improvement Projects [CIP],

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS
In the matter of the estate of

Joseph Rufo Roberto,
aka Joseph Rufu Roberto,
Deceased.

Civil Action No. 98-983

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given by the under-
signed Joseph Lee Roberto, executor
of the estate of Joseph Rufo Roberto
aka Joseph Rufu Roberto, deceased,
to the creditors of, and all person
having claims against decedent, that
within sixty days after the first publi-
cation of this notice, creditors of the
decedent file their claims with the
necessary vouchers in the office of the
Clerk of the Superior Court, Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, Saipan.

Dated this 20th day of October,
1998.

/s/joseph Lee Roberto

HOUSES FOR RENT

@ Three Bedroom with One Bathroom,
partly furnished concrete house.

& fwo Bedroom with One Bathroom
(Part of a Triplex) Furnished.

Both are located in Puerto Rico
Village and available with 24 hours
city water, 1000 gailon reserved
water tank, telephone and cable tv
wires are in place. Bi-weekly yard
maintenance is aiso provided.

Rent: $900.00 & $700.00 respectively
with ONE MONTH SECURITY
DEPOSIT REQUIRED

FOR MORE INFO.
Contact #234-7497 or
FAX #233-0641 between 9am to Spm.

according to Palacios. This includes
squandering funds as payment for de-
sign fees on “ambitious” projects.

He said the Ports Authority was not
scoping its previous projects prop-
erly. At the same time, he added,
there was no restrictions made as to
how much can the agency spend for
a particular project.

“When you don’t scope an assign-
ment, you are already inviting

troubles,” he said, citing the design
made for the West Tinian Interna-
tional Airport which cost the Ports
Authority close to $2 million.

And four years later, the projects
did not yield anything but debts.

At present, CPA’s airport sector
has to pay $20 million in total debts
while the seaport side is obligated to
raise funds to service some $33 mil-
lion.

Leaving

Island Sale

Sat. Jan. 2nd, 7:00AM to 4:00PM
House #N-26 Navy Hill
Behind Whispering Paims School
grass trimmer, power generator, car and more
bargains, bargains, bargains..

2 and 3 bedroom concrete, Air-conditioned, Executive homes for rent.
50 foot swimming pool, free power and water.
Located on Capital Hill with a wonderful view of Managaha Island, the
harbor lagoon, and exquisite sunsets. Serious inquiries only

322-3685 9:00AM - 6:00PM

RFP NO. RFP99-0022
FOR: CLEANING SERVICES
OPENING DATE: JAN. 06, 1998

PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY CNMI GOVERNMENT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

GOVERNOR PEDRQ P. TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN,
THROUGH THE DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, ARE SOLICITING
COMPETITIVE PROPOSALS TO QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS FOR
CLEANING SERVICES. INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS MAY PICK UP PRO-
POSAL FORMS AND SPECIFICATIONS AT THE OFFICE OF THE
DIRECTOR, PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, LOWER BASE, SAIPAN, DURING
WORKING HOURS (7:30 AM. TO 4:30 P.M.).

/S/HERMAN S. SABLAN

TIME: 2:00 P.M.

DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT & SUPPLY

ITB NO. : ITB39-0021
FOR : LEASE OF A VEHICLE
OPENING DATE : January 06, 1998

(7:30 AM. TO 4:30 P.M.)

PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY CNMI GOVERNMENT

INVITATION TO BID

GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN,
THROUGH THE DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, ARE SOLICIT-
ING COMPETITIVE SEALED BIDS TO QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS FOR
LEASE OF A VEHICLE. INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS MAY PICK UP
BID FORMS AND SPECIFICATIONS AT THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, PRO-
CUREMENT AND SUPPLY, LOWER BASE, SAIPAN, DURING WORKING HOURS

[S/HERMAN S. SABLAN

TIME : 2:00 P.M.

DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY

administrative tasks.

Coliege Education preferred

rate with experience)

Please submit resumes to:

235-1725

OHE LA RVCS O TOAOTIY L SKVYE |

AS$ISTANT. All applicants must meet the following
requirements in order to apply for the position

Skills in typing, filing, answering phones, errands, and other
No Non-Resident Workers Please (Hourly wage commensu-

2nd Floor, Cabrera Center, Saipan MP 96950 or call Tata at

BOARD

Agenda for the board meeting is as follows:

1. Call to Order
2. Determination of Quorum
3. Review and Adoption of Agenda
4. Review and Adoption of Minutes -
December 1998 Meeting Minutes
5. Communications from Governor's
Office & Legislare
A. Governor's Office
B. Legistatre

/s/Manuel M. Pangelinan
Chairman

OF PROFESSIONAL LICE
i ... PUBLIC NOTICE ‘ _
Pursuant to PL. 8-41, Section 11, Governor Pedro P, Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus Sablun,
through the Board of Professional Licensing (BPL) are hereby giving notice that it will hold
its regular monthly mecting on Wednesday, January 6, 1999 at 10:00AM the Board's Office
located on the 2nd Floor of the Island Commercial Center Building in Gualo Rai, Saipan.

NSING

6. Chairman’s Report

7. Board Administrator's Report

8. Investigator’s Report

9, Committee Reports

10. Old Business:
A, Applications for Board's Review
B. Licensing of Contractors

11. New Business

12. Miscellancous Business

13. Adjournment of Meeting

NOTICE OF DEFAULT

To: L.CS. Corporation
PO. Box 3528
Saipan, MP 96950

L
General Notice of Default

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT
YOU, L.C.S. Corporation, are in default in
the payment of that certain Promissory Nole
dated February 7, 1997 (the “Note™), given
to Citizen Security Bank (GUAM), Inc. (“Citi-
zen”) and secured by that certain Leasehold
Mortgage of the same date (the “"Mort-
gage™). The Note and Mortgage are de-
scribed in further detail below. The amount
of principal due on the Note and Mortgage
as of October 14, 1998 s $297,703.08, and
the amount of the interest due on the Note
and Mortgage as of October 14, 1998 is
$10,378.32.
YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that if the
amounts due for principal and interest are
not paid within thirty (30) days from your
receipt of this Notice, the entire amount of
the remaining principal shall be duc and
owing and court proceedings will be initi-
aled to foreclosure on the Morigage.

11
Date and Amount of Mortgage
On February 7, 1997, 1.CS. Corpori-
tion of monies received, made, executed and
delivered to Citizens the Note in the princi-
pal amount of THREE HUNDRED THOU-
SAND AND 007100 Dollars ($300,000.00).
On February 7, 1997, 1.C.S. Corporation, as
morigagor, made, executed and delivered
to Citizens, as mortgage, the Morigage as
security for the Note described above. This
Mortgage was in the amount of the Note,
THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND AND 00/100
Dollars ($300,000.00), and was duly re-
corded on February 11, 1997 with the Com-
monwealth Recorder’s Office, Saipan as
Document No. 97-303.

111
Description of Property in Mortgage
In the Mortgage, L.C.S. Corporation,
mortgaged, assigned, granted and conveyed
1o Citizens all of their right, ttle, and inter-
est in the following described property as
security for repayment of the Note:

That leasehold estute created by a cer-
tain indenture of lewse made by Barbara
l’ungclinan Merino, s lessor, 1o LGS,
Corporation, as Lessee, dated junc 29,
1995 and recorded June 30, 19935 as
Document No. 93-1643 at Common-
wealth Recorders, Saipan, Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
demising and leasing for a term of 51
years, beginning June 29, 1995 und
ending March 6, 2046, the following
described premises, to wit:

LOT 002 D 066 and LOT 002 D 05,
Saipan, Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, as described be-
low:

LOT 002 D 66, containing an area of
1,450 square feet and LOT 002 D 65,
containing an area of 1,500 square feet,
(formerly known as part of Lot 002 D
36, which was {ormerly known us Lot
0, Block 16) as more particularly de-
scribed on Drawing/Cadastrald Plat No
002 D 03, the originad of which wis re-
corded 28 Jun, 97 s Document No. 97-
215 at Commonwealth Recorder’s
Saipan.

.
Amount Due For Principal and Interest
You have failed to pay the principal and
interest in accordance with the terms of the
Note and Mortgage.
A Amount Due for Principal as of
October 14, 1998: The amount of principal

due on the Note and Mongage @ of Oclo-
ber 14, 1998 s $297,703.08.

B, Amount Due for Interest as of
October L4, 1998, The amount of inlerest
due on the Note and Mortgage as of Octo-
ber 1+, 1998, is $10.378.32.

\.
Consequences of Failure to Pay Amounts Due

Il vou, LC.S. Corporation, fail to pay the
amount of principal due and the amount of
interest due within thirty (30) days of your
receipt of this NOTICE, the folfowing shall
happen:

A Acceleration of Principal; The
entire amount of the remaining unpaid prin-
cipal of §297,763.08 shall be due and ow-
ing; in other words, the repayment of the
principal shall be aceelerated in accordance
with the terms of the Note and Mortgage:
and

B.  Foreclosure on Mortgage: Citi-
zens shall commence proceedings in Court
for foreclosure on the Mortgage for the en-
tire amount of the unpaid principal, inter-
est, escrow fees, late charges, costs and
other fees provided for the Mortgage.

DATED this L4th day of October, 1998.

CITIZENS SECURITY BANK (GUAM) INC.

By/s/Roberto B. Dualap 1
Carlsmith Ball

Auorneys for

Citizens Securily Bank (Guam) Inc.

NUTISIA POTI'TI
MANAPASI

Para $i;  L.C.S. Corporation
P.O. Box 3528
Saipan, MP 96930

I
I Hinerat Na Nutisia Pot Bandan [ Ti
Manmana pasi

Manutitisia hamyo, L.C.S. Corporation, na ti
en che'gue i obligasion-miyy manapasi Promis-
sory Nole (Nota) ni mafecha gi February dia 7,
1997, ni nina'i i CITIZENS SECURITY BANK
(GUAM), INC. (“CITIZENS") ya ma‘asigura i
Leaschold Morigage (Empena) ni mapolo gi
parehu ha' na fecha. 1 Nole (Nota) yan i Mort:
gage (Empena) gaige i mas klaru na eksplikasion-
na gi sampapa’. I wtat i prinsipat i Note (Nota)
yan i Morigage (Empena) ni debi di u ma'apase
gi desde i October dia 14, 1998 estague’
$297,763.08; i wtat i interes i Note (Nota) van i
Mortgage (Empena) ni debi di u ma'apasi desde
i October dia 14, 1998, estague” $10,378.32,
Mana'wtungo’ hamyo mas na yanggen i en apasi
i wtal i prinsipat van i interes ni debi div
fanma‘apasi gi halom i trenta (3) dias ginen i
risibon-mivo nu este na nutisia, i enieramente ni
wat gi tetetnan i prinsipat debi na v ma‘apase
osino u mapo’lo na madidibi ha'va i Kotte u
dinisedi manera ni paru u machule” e i direcho
gi Mortgage (Empena).

1.
L Fecha Yan [ Tuta I Morigage (Empeni).

Gi February dia 7, 1997, st L.CS. Corpora-
tion pot i salappe ni marisibi, ma fuinas, e fima
van mana hanao guato gi Citizens i Note (Nota) g
witat i prinsipal gaige ¢i$300,000.00. Gi Febru-
arvdia 7, 1997, si LCS. Corporation, ko silia
i mogtgagors (manempena, ma fatimas, ma fitma
van mana’hanao guato i Gitizens, komu siha
imortagagee (manmanempepena), i Morigage
(Enpena) komu siguridat para i Note (Nota) ni
ma'cksplika ¢i sanhilo’, Este nu Mortgage
(Empena) gi tiati Note gaige gi $300,000.00 ya
marekot gi February dia 11, 1997, guato gi Com-
monwealth Recorder’s Office giva Susupe. Saipan
komu Documento #97-303.

.
I Maeskplika-Na { Propiadat | Mortgage
(Empena)

Gaige gi Mortgage (Empena) nasiL.Cs. Cor-
poration ma‘empena, ma‘asigura, mand’i yan
mana‘tungo’ guato gi Citizens, komu siha i mort:
gage (manmanempepena), ni todu i direchon-
niha, titulu van i enteres ni tinatiuivi na
chsplikasion na propiadat komu siguridatvanggen
ma'agon apasii Note (Nota):

That leasehold estate created by i certain
indenture of lease made by Barbara
Pangelinan Merano, as lessor, o L.CS. Cor-
poration, as Lessee, dated June 29, 1995 and
recorded June 30, 1993 as Document No.
95-1043 at Commonwealth Recorders,
Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, demising and leasing for
termn of 51 vears, beginning June 29, 1993
and ending March 6, 2040, the following
described premises, to wit:

LOT 002 D 66 and LOT 002 63, Saipan, Com-
monwealh of the Northern Mariana Islands,
as described below:

LOT 002 D 00, containing an area of 1,430
square feet and LOT 002 D 635, containing
an area of 1,500 square feet, (formerly
known as part of Lot 002 13 36, which was
formerly known as Lot 6, Block 16} as more

particularly described on Drawing Cadastral
Plat No. 002 D03, the original of which was
recorded 28 Jan. 97 as Docoment No. 97-
215 at Commonwealth Recorder's Saipan.

IV
Baien § Prinsipat Yao Interes

Tiea kimple wmapasii prinsipat van finteres
Konsiste na tiempo ni ginagagao gi Note (Nota)
van i Mortgage (Empenal.

A Lt prinsipat ni debi ng w maapasi
gi desde i October dia 14, 1998; I ttati prinsipat
ni debi naow macapasi gi Note (Nota) yan i Mort-
gage (Frpena) gi desdi i October dia 14, 1998,
estague: $297,703.08:

B Lttinteres ni debi na v ma‘apasi gi
desde i October diy 14, 1998: 1 witat i interest ni
debi na w ma‘apase gi Note (Nota) yan i Mort-
gage (Empena) gi desdi i October dia 14, 1998,
estague: $10,378.32,

\.
Resitto Put 117 Ma'Apasi | Ginagagao Na Tutat
Sulape’.

Yanggen hamyo L.C.S. Corporation 6 en agasi
it i prinsipat na salape etetnan yan i wiat i
inferes na salape’ (etetnan gi halom i renta (30)
dias ginen i risibon-mivo nu este na nutisia, i
sigienie sibit para u fuimasusede:

A Maatisan i Prinsipat; I enteramente na
it i sesepbla i ti ma‘apapasi ¢i prinsipat esti
i $297,763.08 debi di ma‘apasi yan u mapo’lo
komu madidibi; kumeke'ilek-na na vanggen
ma‘agon apasii prinsipat para u ne‘atisa konsiste
gi tiempo ni ginagagao gi Note (Nota) van i Mort-
gage (Empena); van

B Mabuchom i Mortgage: 1 Citizens para
u twiwhon manule’ ligat na aksion gi kotle ni para
umachule’ i direcho gi Mortgage (Empena) para
i enteramente ng wiak ni i manma'apapasi gi
prinsipat, i interes, yan i apas pul i atrasiao
maapasi, van salappe’ ni ma'usa yan palu siha
na gaston setbisio taigue ilelekna gi Mortgage
(Empena).

MAFECHA ESTE GY 14 na ha"ani gt October,
1998.

CITIZENS SECURITY BANK (GUAM), INC.

Ginen As//Robert B. Dunlap 11
Carlsmiith Ball
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DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

NOTE: If some reason your adverfisement is incorect, call us

| i mediately 1o make the necessary Corections. The Mariancs Variety

B | News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We
8| (eserve the right to edit, refuse. reject or cancel any ad at any time.

Employment Wanted

iMise

~ Job Vacancy

_ Announcement

PUBLIC NOTIGE

All interested resident workers are

urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & Immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qualified and available.

For further assistance,

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at

Tel. 664-2078.

01 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

01 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per
hour

Contact: CNMI SALES AND MACHIN-
ERY SHOP Tel. 235-4710(12/
31)Th76064

01 MAINTENANCE (MACHINE) RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$1,100.00 per month

Contact: JUAN P. TENORIO dba
Morgen Enterprises, inc. Tel. 235-
2611(12/31)F29308

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$4.25 per hour

Contact: AMBYTH SHIPPING
MICRONESIA dba Intermodal Cargo
Forwarders Tel. 322-0970(12/
31)F29313

01 (PIANIST) MUSICIAN-Sal-
ary:$900.00-1,150.00 per month

02 WAITERWAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-
3.25 per hour

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00-1,500.00 per month

01 AUDITOR-Salary:$3.25-3.90 per
hour

Contact: AQUA RESORT CLUB
SAIPAN CO., LTD. dba Aqua Resort
Club (12/31)F76094

01 WELDER-Salary:$3.15-3.50 per
hour

05 MASON-Salary:$3.15-3.50 per hour
01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.20-3.50 per
hour

07 CARPENTERS-Salary:$3.15-3.50
per hour

01 STEEL WORKER-Salary:53.20 per
hour

Contact: REMEDIO S./DANIEL S.
BUNIAG dba Marfran Enterprises Tel.
322-0412(12/31)F29315

02 COIL-REWIND-MACHINE OPERA-
TOR-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour
01 AUTO/DIESEL MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:$3.30-4.00 per hour
Contact: KANG CORPORATION dba
Kang Auto Supply Tel. 288-9366(1/
7)Th29383
01 EXECUTIVE CHEF-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00-1,700.00 per month
?11 GARDEMER-Salary:$3.05-3.20 per
our
01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
3.20 per hour
01 COOK-Salary:$3.05-3.90 per hour
02 HELPER, KITCHEN-Salary:$3.05-
3.20 per hour
01 WAITER (RESTAURANT)-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.30 per hour
03 CLEANER, HOUSEKEEPING-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.20 per hour
Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP-
MENT, INC. dba Saipan Grand Hotel
Tel. 234-6601(1/7)Th76223

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: RAINALDO C. AGUON dba
3A’'s Ground Maintenance Tel. 235-
1853 29084

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JAIME G. AGLIPAY/GOOD
SAMARITAN dba Cocktail Night Club
Tel. 29217

' Classificd Ads
FIRST

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.25 per
hour

Contact: TROPICAL RENT A CAR dba
House of Fabrics Tel. 288-0373(12/
31)Th29285

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$4.25 per hour

Contact: - AMBYTH  SHIPPING
MICRONESIA dba Intermodal Cargo
Forwarders Tel. 322-0907(12/
31)Th76050

hour

Contact: JLT CORPORATION dba La
Isla Boutique Tel. 233-4051(12/
31)Th29288

01 (BOUTIQUE) MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.25-4.00 per hour

Contact: YCO CORPORATION dba
YCO Servistar Hardware/Liberty Plaza/
YCO Construction Tel. 235-6604(12/
31)Th76063

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,100.00
per month

Contact: MOYLAN’S INSURANCE
UND. INT'L., INC. Tel. 234-6442(12/
31)Th76056

01 VIDEO (CAMERA) OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$530.00-650.00 per month
Contact: SAIPAN TV PRODUCTION
INC. Tel. 234-0386(12/31)Th29293

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.05-3.85
per hour :
Contact; 3'S, INC. dba Island Souvenirs
Saipan Tel. 235-4710(12/31)Th76065

01 (CUSTOMER RELATIONS) MAN-
AGER STORE-Salary:$1,500.00-
4,000.00 per month

2 years required in a retail environment.
Do sales promotion to promote the Japa-
nese Market Division. Maintains good
public relations with tour agents.
$425.00 housing allowance per month.
01 ENGINEER (ELECTRICAL)-Sal-
ary:$2,000.00-5,000.00 per month
Degree in construction required. Gen-
eral construction operations; experience
with diesel power generation equipment
and RO Water equipment; strong com-
munications skills.

$425.00 housing allowance per month.
Contact: DFS SAIPAN LTD. Tel. 234-
6615(12/31)Th76071

01 SUPERVISOR STORE-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: CHARLES W. INGRAM JR.
dba Military Surplus Tel. 235-5312(12/
31)Th29298

01 (MUSIC TEACHER) TUTOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: NOMINANDA LIFOIFOI
KOSAKA dba Magnificant Music Cen-
ter Tel. 322-3137(12/31)Th29291

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$900.00-1,250.00 per month

01 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:$3.90 per hour

Contact: FABRICLEAN OF CNMI, INC.
dba Marianas Cleaners Tel. 234-
6239(12/31)Th20292

01 COUNTER ATTENDANT-Sal-
ary:$3.25 per hour

Contact: WINCHELL'S DONUT INC.
dba Winchel’s Donut House Tel. 234-
5566(12/31)Th29284

01 CUTTER HAND-Salary:$3.05 per

hour
01 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-

Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(1/7)Th29379

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: VENTURE TRANSPORTA-
TION CNMI CORP. dba Budget Car
Rental Tel. 234-3347(1/7)Th76243

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: FRANKIE R. TENORIO dba
Saipan Sailing Center Tel. 234-8555(1/
7)Th29380

01 INTERPRETER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: FRANKIE R. TENORIO dba
Kieto Tel. 234-8555(1/7)Th29382

01 OPERATING ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$3.75-4.00 per hour

Contact: CLIPPER CARGO CORPO-
RATION Tel. 234-0892(12/31)F29318

01 AUDITOR-Salary:$2,000.00-
3,000.00 per month
Contact: ERNST & YOUNG (CNMI),
INC. dba Ernst & Young Tel. 234-
8300(12/31)F76096

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MIDWEST TRADING COR-
PORATION dba Kareena's Retail Tel.
235-8752(12/31)F29309

01 ASSEMBLER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

06 PRESSER MACHINE-Salary:$3.05
per hour

05 CUTTER, MACHINE-Salary:$3.05
per hour

02 MARKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

12 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: EXPRESS MANUFACTUR-
ING, INC. Tel. 322-6743(12/31)F29311

114 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-11.00 per hour

02 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.50-8.00
per hour

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary:$5.00-
8.00 per hour

22 CUTTER HAND-Salary:$3.05-14.50
per hour

04 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.75 per hour

04 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.00 per hour

10 PRESSER MACHINE-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour '

05 LAUNDRY WORKER-Salary:$3.05-
3.75 per hour

06 SEWING MACHINE REPAIRER-
Salary:$3.05-3.75 per hour

05 EMBROIDERY MACHINE OPERA-
TOR-Salary:$3.05-3.75 per hour

04 QUALITY CONTROL SUPERVI-

SOR-Salary:$5.50-8.50 per hour

01 PRODUCTION MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$5.50-11.00 per hour

06 COOK-Salary:$3.05-3.75 per hour
Contact: HANSAE INC. (SPN) dba
Kyung Suh Tel. 234-1501(12/31)F76078

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Arjay Construction Tel. 234-8779(12/
31)F76075

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00-2,000.00 per month
Contact: WOOSUNG CONSTRUC-
TION CO. LTD. Tel. 235-1243(1/
14)Th29425

e
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$350.00 bi-weekly

Contact: SUSANA T. MAFNAS dba
Traveler's Lodge Apartelle Tel. 235-
5121(1/14)Th29427

03 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: FTD, LTD. Tel. 322-3366(1/
14)Th29429

01 MANAGER (MARKETING)-Sal-
ary:$1,700.00 per month + comm.
Housing $200

Contact: SAIPAN SUNSET CRUISE,
INC. Tel. 234-8230(1/14)Th76312

;@g‘; S estadrant |
WANTED
IMMEDIATELY
"EXPERIENCED
RESTAURANT

-~ WAITRESS
Apply in person at the 2nd Floor,
Basic ConsTRUCTION SupPLY CORPORATION
Beach Road,

Chalan Laulau, Saipan.

SAVE THE PLANET

SAIPAN
ACCOUNTANT

Herd Rock Café Sainan is currently seeking qualified
anplicants for the position of Accountant with at least five years experience.

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.35-4.00 per hour
01 STORE (SUPERVISOR)-Sal-
ary:$4.50-5.50 per hour

01 CASHIER-Salary:$3.50-4.50 per

hour
Contact: DIEGO'S MART, INC. Tel. 234~
6153(1/14)Th76309

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.75 per hour

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: ENHANCE PACIFIC CORP.
dha Essence Accessories Boutique Tel.
234-6046(1/14)Th29420

2 International Cook
Contact: Little Stone
Cafeteria
San Vicente 235-5258

farmer wanted

No experience necessary. Must be
honest. One year contract.

Will consider illegal alien.

Free housing & food.

Call: 235-0526 8:00am to 12:00pm

Call 233-7625 anc ask for ltes Mohammad for an interview.

01 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.25 per hour

01 WELDER-Salary:$3.25 per hour
Contact: TANO GROUP, INC. Tel. 235-
6652(12/31)F76080

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.15 per hour
Contact: CONWOOD PRODUCTS,
INC. Tel. 235-3501(12/31)F76079

02 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JIHAN CORPORATION dba
Jihan's BeautyShop Tel. 322-0412(12/
31)F29314

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

08 SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: US-CNMI DEVELOPMENT
CORP. Tel. 235-8103(1/14)Th29423

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: KIM'S GENERAL CORPORA-
TION dba Kim's Tofu Factory Tel. 234-
7191(1/14)Th29418

01 CLEANER COMMERCIAL-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: D.L.Z. AMERICAN CORP. dba
Xin Hua Mart & Xin Hua Tel. 288-1388(1/
14)Th29417

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.75 per hour

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: ENHANCE PACIFIC CORP.
dba Essence Accessories Boutique Tel.
234-6046(1/14)Th29420

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MODERN INVESTMENT INC.
dba Royal Restaurant (1/14)Th76306

Ready to Operate
Restaurant

$25,000.00
Contact. 235'0933

1T RARE VACANCY!!
2 Bedroom Apartment

. Fully Furnished - Wall to Wall
Carpet, Large Closets, Good Water,
Quiet, Ocean View, $750.00 a month

Leaving Island

1977 CAD SEVILLE
51,000 miles
CALIFORNIA CAR
$5,500- Will Finance
also

25" Road Bike ‘97

$85.00
AB Roller $30.00

322-2471

HOUSE FOR RENT

« Two' Bedrooms, Semi-furnished
« Air-conditioned ater
« Washer/Mryer 8 Iy

« Cable, Lavwn maintenance

‘Trash collection inclutled .
o Safe and Clean. Located in Garapan Area

For st andormation pis, ¢l 2003715 Betwecn Sam-fp.

- Studio Type

- 3 Bedroom Apartment
- Semi Furnished

- 24 hrs. water

Call: 235-9027

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Call: Mike @ 234-7193

o Mazda Pick-Up ‘89 Model with extra
cah, good running condition

« Toyota Corolla ‘80 with alrcon
good running condition

CALL FOR BEST OFFER
TEL. 285-8898 ANYTIME

:LOST PASSP(

MOON, JUNG-HWA
LEE, MOON-JUNG
LEE, MOON-HO
WU, SHI FAN

Please call:
288-0614

APARTMENT FOR RENT

2 Bedroom Apartment, Fully Furnished,

1 Bathroom, 24 hrs, Water, Back-Up

Generator, 1 Airconditioning 18,000 BTU.
CONTACT: 322-3793/94

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Newly Built, | and 2 bedroom apartments
Located at Upper Navy Hill, Fully Furnished.
Air Conditioner on each room, 24 hour water.
All units on second floor, laundry facility

Contact: 322-3607 or page 236-1023 for more infomation

'BUCKLE UP SAIPAN !
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THIS? THIS 15
A CALENDAR.

IT TELLS YOU WHAT DAY
IT 15, WHAT MONTH IT 15,
AND WHAT YEAR IT 15..
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NO, IT DOESN'T
TELL YOU WHERE
YOUR MOM 15..

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

THURSDAY,DEC. 31, 1998
Born today, you are likely to
find yourself again and again
in the fortunate and enviable
position of one who is entirely
in control and able to call your
own shots no matter what the
circumstance. You have been
endowed with a rare brand of
authority, one which asserts
itself in quiet, cooperative,
and nurturing ways. This al-
lows you toexcel withoutever
risking harm to any of the re-
lationships in your life. You
are not the kind to walk over
others on your way to the top
of the mountain. Indeed, you
are far more likely to spend a
good deal of energy helping
others succeed.

You have numerous talents.
You're sure to explore many
options in your search for pro-
fessional satisfaction, but it is
likely to be clear to you from
an early age that you are meant
for one particular line of work.
If you choose to pursue it,
you're sure to have all you
want!

To see what is in store for
you tomorrow, find your birth-
day and read the correspond-
ing paragraph. Let your birth-
day star be your daily guide.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — You are broad-
minded and accepting of oth-
ers, but today even you may
find that what certain other
individuals are doing cannot

be deemed acceptable.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — A brief encounter
is sure to mean a great deal to
you today. You may find your-
self reassessing, for your sense
of self may be affected.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — You're capable of be-
coming far more emotionally
involved in someone else’s
affairs today than expected. Is
it wise to do so? Remain ob-
jective!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — Your own vanity may
stand in your way today, pre-
venting you from seeing things
in a new or different way.
Open-mindedness is important
right now.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — You're going to want
to get as much done as pos-
sible without making waves
today. It’s a tricky endeavor,
but it’s one you can perform
with style.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — You're in the mood to
be entertained. You won’t be
tolerant of anyone who has
only routine to offer. You're
not into anything boring!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— It’s good to realize today
that it is the little things that
matter the most to you -— now
and always. Focus on those
valuable details.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — Why complicate things
between you and a friend by

becoming too demanding?
Take an easy-going, relaxed
approach at this time.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
You may feel somewhat un-
settled today, but this means
you have the opportunity and
the wherewithal to explore the
world with greater freedom.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— It’s essential that you lis-
ten to those around you today:
The more connected you are
with others like yourself, the
better. Listen and learn!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
— You may be feeling dis-
connected today, and so you’ll
be unwilling to go out on a
limb for anyone else. Focus
on inner meanings.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — You are ready to make
a statement either in the way
you behave, or in the way you
present yourself. Be sure you
know what you’re saying!

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

36 War, ‘wounds

ACROSS
38 Lnruly crowd
1 Which thing? 39 Unemployed
5 Sesame - 41 Title
8 Edible fish .° 43 Arctic abode
12 Othello's 45 Pastry
lieutenant 48 “2 Days in
13 Ending with the —"
infant 50 Legislative
14 Raines or assembly
Fitzgerald 51 — —in
15 A Stone my bonnet
17 Actor Dafoe 52 Play
19 Have dinner segment
at home 54 Eddie or
(2 wds.) Richard
20 Move 55 Urkel, for
smaothly one
along a 56 — culpa
surface 57 Examination
21 Hastens
23 Sheltered DOWN
from the
wind 1 Sagacious
24 Tea variety 2 Sound of
26 Cinnamon or laughter
nutmeg 3 Wiriter
28 Transgress Christie
31 Borgnine 1D 4 Japanese
32 From — — gateway
z 5 Snisits
33 “— Deum” symbol
34 — de plume 6 Negative
1 P B M 7
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bills
18 — of Man
8 “Beauty and 22 — capsule
23 Fruit of the
oak tree
24 100 yrs.
25 Cable
network
27 Call — —
16 Washington day

29 Japanese

statesman
30 Lincoln is

its cap.
35 Mitch —

36 — gin fizz
37 Marquis de

38 — a trois

40 Apportioned

42 French
painter

43 Producer

— Tors
44 TV's Kaplan

46 Ms. Hagen,
et al.

47 Camp
shelter

49 Sweet
potato

50 Depot (abbr.)

53 Eastwood
ID
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Advance
Tickets on
Sale Now!
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Power . ..
Continued from page 9

issue out a new request for pro-
posal regarding an independent
evaluator that will review all pro-
posals all over again.

Villagomez warned the process
could further cause delay in the
actual construction and comple-
tion of the power plant, which
could cause a serious power sup-
ply crisis two years from now.

He nevertheless conceded the
move is being done to ensure all
concerned that the selection pro-
cess was aboveboard.

Villagomez has said he hopes
to have the independent
evaluator's report ready before
the year ends.

Unsatisfactory

But this did not pacify the bid-
ders.

Enron Mariana Power, a bidder
which lost to Marubeni-Sithe by a
slim margin, filed an appeal be-
fore OPA stating that the move to
have an independent evaluator

re\’:sicxx' all proposals again actu-
Al raises questions about
CUC sresolvetofinda truly quali-
fieal firm.”

Enfan also contested CUC’s
junking ot* its carlier protest filed
with the utilitics agency.

Enron argued that the re-evalu-
ation process that CUC s seeking
through an indepenucnt evalua-
tor“may be manipulated toreturn
this procurement to the same place
it was on June 26, 1998 (or when
CUC decided to close a deal with
Marubeni-Sithe).”

“Under these circumstances,
Enron’s appeal will only be moot,
if at all, when and if the re-evalu-
ation definitely removes from the
process the grounds which caused
Enron’s protest,” the firm stressed.

Enron filedits protest with CUC
on July 13 this year alleging that
the medium-speed generators be-
ing proposed by Marubeni-Sithe
“cannot be more economical” than
the low-speed ones it has recom-
mended, thereby rendering the
latter’s proposal as “technically
flawed or incorrect.”

NMPASI . ..

Continued from page 16

After the exercise, some of the
participating members expressed
their thought about how it felt to
carry on with business as usual
without the luxury of sight.

“I felt shut out from the world—
you can't do anything but listen,”
said former board president, Ben
Camacho in a news release.

“People with such disabilities
must possess great strengthatleast
I have the advantage of knowing
this is just temporary and that 1

can take off the blindfold when 1
want,” said another long time
board member Maggie George.

Summingup the exercise, board
president Ellena Sutton who 1is
visually impaired pointed out that
within the blind community, some
such disabled individuals have
added disabilities as they cannot
read braille much like the mem-
bers of the board who were blind-
folded.

She said, “If all the members
had been blindfolded for the en-
tire meeting, I would have been
the only abled personinthe room.”

Visit . ..

Continued from page 12

haseverything in place to bring us
the visitors we need.”

A further boost will come Janu-
ary 26, as PDI once again hosts
the Kintetsu Buffaloes pro-base-

ball team and its large entourage
of media and sports personalities,
combining a big jump in visitors
as well as a one week surge in
favorable publicity in the Japa-
nese media. The Buffaloes visit
will also be tied to the MV A cam-
paign.

GPA. ..

Continued from page 12

“Not counting these new grants
of $3 million, FEMA has already
spent $117 million for Typhoon
Puka recovery in Guam,”

Underwood said.

“That amount went for housing
assistance, emergency housing re-
pairs, individual and family grants,
infrastructure repair and reconstruc-
tion, and hazard mitigation. Idont
think anyone can say that FEMA
didn’t come through for us.”

Retired . ..

Continued from page 8

know when they could be paid. I
think we can work out something.”

Reyes, who chairs the House
Commiticc on Ways and Means,
said Retirement Fund should, In
the meantime, go ahead and com-
pute the pensions of the retired
teachers even without the 30 per-

cent bonus.

“We can assure Retirement
Fund that the bonuses are forth-
coming and that therefore they
can already compute the pen-
sions,” Hofschneider said.

“And maybe we can pay the
bonuses in installments,” he
added. *“This is really not a com-
plicated issue, and I think we can
resolve this.”

Flu...

Continued frg_n‘_n»ge_z»ggg

can receive flu and pneumococcal

pneumonia shots at the clinic.
Those under the age of 55 must

have 4 doctor’s referral for inclusion

in the program.

Influenza shots are given Monday
through Wednesday and Friday from
gam.tollam.and I pm.to4dp.m.
on afirstcome-first served basis. The
clinic is closed on Thursday, week-
ends and holidays.

Don't be a Litter Bug...
Keep Saipai: Beautifull

Second, Enron alsoalleged that
Marubeni-Sithe’s proposal was
evaluated by CUC according to
criteria “that were neither in the
Request for Proposal (RFP) nor
disclosed” to the firm, which was
also supposedly not given the
opportunity to respond.

Third, Enron furtheralieged that
CUC’s decision-makers held an
“undisclosed bias against” the
firm and that this prevented it
fromreceiving fairand equal treat-
ment.

CUC, however denied Enron’s
appeal last Oct. 20 insisting that
moves to have an independent
firm evaluate all 13 bids have
virtually rendered the appeal as

moot.

Enron is debunking this con-
tention, countering that CUC “*has
done nothing more than make a
board resolution followed up by
two RFPs for independent evalu-
ators.”

The CUC maintained Enron’s
appeal was dismissed due to in-
sufficient allegations.

The first RFP CUC has issued
for an independent evaluator was
canceled after only one firm can-
celed.

Currently, the CUC selection
team is reviewing three bidders
following the closure of a second
RFP.

Villagomez explained CUC is
reviewing only three bids because
other interested parties have con-

flicts of interest with the compa-
nies involved.

“What this tells you is that the
magnitude of this project is so
tremendous and the A&E firms
that have interest in any of the 13
firms that submitted is tremen-
dous.

“Anyone that had an interest
one way or another already re-
moved themselves. Now there is
no conflict of interest what so
ever,” explained Villagomez.

The CUC selectioncommittee
has sent “letters” to the top
two bidders in an apparent ef-
fort to close a deal and start
the evaluation, according to
Villagomez.

And the legal debate drags on.

Another. ..

Continued from page 1

CNMI government for failure to
close the dump.

So far, the only tangible results
of the Tenorio government’s ef-
forts are a newly-hired “solid
waste program manager” who
remains off-island and won’t be
here until next month, and a
newly-created division withinthe
Department of Public Works
tasked totackle PuertoRicodump.

Despite this however, Public
Works Secretary Juan B. Cepeda,
in recent interviews, maintained
government was working fast as
it can to address the problem.

Task Force

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio, who
had worked to close the dump in
his earlier terms several years
back, immediately formed a Spe-
cial Task Force on Solid Waste
Management shortly after he was
sworn in last January.

The task force then began its
review of what the previous gov-
ernment had done on the matter.

What they found out was star-
tling.

According to task force deputy
director Timothy Villagomez, the
past government spent “close toa
million dollars™ in designing a
sanitary landfill that won’t work
because it was “incomplete.”

Villagomez, at a recent press
conference, said the task force, in
its “infancy stage” late February
this year, found out that the de-
sign prepared by the Department
of Public Works (DPW) during
the previous administration “was
notcapable of opening anew land-
fill in Marpi” as supposedly
planned.

He said the work required ““alot
more work than was anticipated.”

Villagomez said the previous
administration allegedly spentbe-
tween $400,000 and $500,000 for
the design.

“But there’s a lot of things
that was associated with it, alto-
gether, it was close to a million
dolars that wasexpended in the
last administration,” said
Villagomez.

“The design is incomplete for

us to open a new landfill. So
basically (we need) bio-engi-
neering redesign on existing
(ones) so that we can accom-
modate not only the incinerator
system butother things that goes
with it,” he added.

He said the 50-hectare land-
fill will be planned according to
federal and local standards.

The landfill design by the pre-
vious administration did not
pass specifications by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA).

Villagomez said the task force
will be addressing two concerns
on its new design: expanding
the landfill’s life span by put-
ting in an incineration system.

There were no officially-
available price range for the
project but Villagomez said $26
million has been allocated for
the project through funds from
Capital Improvement Projects
(CIP) secured by the new ad-
ministration.

Mudslide

Villagomez, in July this year,
warned the CNMI government
may face another citation by
federal authorities over its poor
management of the dump.

“The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA)... there is an
administrative order pending
over Puerto Rico,” said
Villagomez at a press confer-
ence.

The concern, according to
him, is apparently caused by the
dredging material that has con-
tinuously been dumped by the
Commonwealth Ports Author-
ity (CPA) at the dumpsite.

“It (dredging material) has be-
come an environmental concern
that we have to look at, so we
are taking a pro-active approach
by informing CPA to transfer the
dredging to the (Marpi) landfill
and assist the Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) in managing
the landfill,” said Villagomez.

“Whether or not this addi-
tional dredging material is go-
ing to create more to that (EPA)
administrative order have yetto
be decided upon by EPA,”
Villagomez added.

The matter takes its roots last

year when DPW, under then sec-
retary Edward M. De Leon
Guerrero, moved to have CPA
dumpits dredging material over
at the dumpsite to cover it and
reduce the area’s biohazards.

“To the best of my knowledge,”
said Villagomez, “I do not think
that there was a permit (for CPA)
to dump over (the dredging mate-
rial).”

Villagomez said the DPW-CPA
tie-up “was just a mutual con-
sent” in that the department
needed the dredging material to
cover the dumpsite while the CPA
had not the funds to dump it at the
Marpi landfill.

“Itwas worthwhile at thetime,”
said Villagomez. “However,” he
added,” nobody probably envi-
sioned the amount of dredging
material that will... be dumped
over Puerto Rico without proper
management of it.”

Villagomez 'said the dumped
dredging material “is (now) get-
ting so high... our concern is that
there (has) got to be proper man-
agement of it.”

The mounting dredging mate-
rial has, ironically, posed hazards
in that it could, according to
Villagomez, cause mudslides
“maybe inland or out into the
ocean” when the rainy season sets
in expectedly next month.

“The amount of dredging mate-
rial, in addition to the daily trash
that have been dumped over
Puerto Rico is too excessive right
now. (It is) uncontrolled,” said
Villagomez.

Pressed for a worst case sce-
nario, Villagomez declined to
comment whether the mudslide
could cover the dumpsite’s im-
mediate vicinities including the
American Memorial Park and a
portion of Middle Road near the
Bank of Hawaii office.

“Thatis ahuge assumptionright
now that I don’t think I should
answer; no comment,” he said.

In its bid to address the con-
cern, the task force pressed CPA
and DEQ to stabilize the slope.

The EPA, on Sept. 16, 1994,
issued acitation against the CNMI
government over the latter’s al-
leged violations of federal envi-
ronmental regulations.

Guam ...

Continued from page 8

Lee added thathe would imple-
ment a training program to pre-
vent future closure.

Cruz confirmed that it was the
first time Lee’s store had been
closed, but refused to comment

on what the violations were be-
cause she had yet to review the
report. The inspection was
prompted by a complaint made to
the department,

Immediately after closure store
employees rectified violations
within a few hours and requested
for reinspection, said Cruz. Be-

cause Bunny Markethas been very
proactive in its efforts to abide
and comply with regulations in
the past, according to Cruz, she
allowed the reinspection.

A food establishment, accord-
ing to Cruz, is generally given
one day to correct violations be-
fore reinspection.
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lastthree months of calendaryear 1997.

Sablan, however, rer::ains optimis-
tic that the joint efforts of govemnment
agencies and departments will help re-
fill the emptied public coffer.

“We are hopeful that through the
efforts of the Marianas Visitors Au-
thority, the Aviation Task Force, the
Commerce secretary and his ideas, the
Economic Revitalization Task Force
and other agencies, the economic situ-
ation in general will improve; but it’s

going to take time.

basis, and the nextquarterly collections

“Adeficitashuge as $57.3 millionis will take place in January.

serious,” he stressed.

The financial advisor said the gov-
emment-wide austerity measures will
continue to be observed “until the defi-
cit is retired and the situation gets bet-
ter.”

The lowered revenue projection for
therestof the fiscal year 1999 may also
be revised for the second time, depend-
ipg on the government’s actual collec-
tions.

Sablan said the governmentis moni-
toring the collections on a quarterly

“We will compare our January col-
lections with ourrevised projections,
and from there, we will decide
whether there is still aneed to lower
or increase the revised revenue pro-
jections,” he said.

The governor earlier pledged to
“doeverything” toretire the cumula-
tive deficit in two-fiscal year’s time.

The government reduced its rev-
enue projection by $32.5 million in
November, or from $242.5 million
to $210 million.

08 seen . . .
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discussed preliminary findings in the
island’s water master plan where it was
alsonoted that 50 percent of total water
produced is lost or unaccounted for.

“Much of the loss,” said the study,
“is probably due to leaks in the aing
distribution pipe network caused by
(co.rrossion) and the lack pf preventive
maintenance.”

The study said over half of the leaks
are on the customer side.

Other losses are due to inaccurate or
inoperative metering devices.

The study, in coming up with its

2012 water demand projections, made
its estimates using wastewater flows
anda‘“‘reasonableallowance” forunac-
counted water produced.
Itexplained the “numerousleaks”in
CUC'’s system made it impossible to
. supply water on a continuous 24-hour
basis to all customers and because of
this, existing waterusage records could
not be used to estimate current and
future demands.

The study painted a grim picture of
the island’s future water supply noting
that current sources still can not meet
the current maximum daily demand
even if leaks are repaird and unac-

_counted water produced is reduced to
25 percent.

“Thus deficit will only get worse as
the island’s population continues to
grow,” the study warned.

The study enumerated at least 16
recommendations to improve water
supply which include acontinuous de-
velopment of groundwater sources;
encouraging water conservation and
leak detection towhich CUChas inten-
sified its efforts; and the repair or re-
placement of leaking pipelines in the
main distribution system.

The study also recommended thata
reverse osmosis plant designed to al-
low for future expansion of produced
water from 3 million gallons a day to
six, be installedthrough adesign-build-
operate process.

Villagomez ...

Continued from page 3

ity, $375,000; Commonwealth De-
velopment Authority, $49,900; Re-
tirement Fund, $89,000; Northern
Marianas Housing Corp., $84,600;
and Marianas Public Land Trust,
$12,300. :

LaMotte said if the total amount
were collected, OPA could transfer
the monies to the general fund and
help the government in its current
financial problem.

In 1996, LaMotte complained that
CUCrefused to pay OPA theequiva-
lent of 1 percent of its budget.

CUC, however, claimed that it
was merely negotiating with OPA’s

attorney inthe drawingupapayment
option.

CUC wanted to pay less than the
equivalent of 1 percent to reflect
more accurately the services OPA
provided to the utility company.

Atthe same time, CUC asked leg-
islators that the law be amended to
provide “relief” not only to the utility
but to its customers.

Politics . . .
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y= DATE:

Stan Benavehte: 288-7826
Ginny Reyes:
Thelma Inos:

RN
GRSREse

January 9, 1999
Coral Ocean Point Resort Club
Sponsored by: Amigos Club

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION

DONATION:  $100.00 (Includes green fee and banquet)

Make Check payable to “St. Jude Church”
Saturday, January 9, 1999 (One Day)

VENUE: . Coral Ocean Point Resort Club

TIME: Show Time: 11:00 a.m. Tee Time: 12:00 noon
FORMAT: Shot Gun - Men’s Meda! Play; Ladies & Seniors
FLIGHTS Championship, AB,C - Flights, Ladies & Seniors

For more information, please contact:

Pete Igitol: 234-6495

© 234-6615, Ext. 120 Karl Reyes: 234-6833

J.M. Guerrero: 234-6959

The Ninth Circuit will hear argu-

ments until early March before
making any decision, and the re-
sults of the Superior Court cases
are still unpredictable.

Update. . ..

Continued from page 3
sits upwind from the landfill and stu-
dents are scheduled to resume classes
next week.

Officials are uncertain when the fire
will be completely extinguished, but

both Arceoand Reyes said the schoolis
not in danger because of its position.
Reyessaid that GFDisclosely moni-
toring the situation for adrastic change
in wind direction and if it does occur
school officials and neighboring resi-
dents will be notified and the necessary
precautions will be implemented.

Sports . . .

Continued from page 48

Billiards
Q’s Billiards Club in Susupe
will be holding its weekly. 9-Ball
Billiards tournament on Monday
Jan 4.
i Wednesday nights is also tour-
‘nament nights.
. For morc information please
tcall Willy Santos at 235-4209.
SEDA
All sponsors and team caplains
i are reminded to get your sign up
1 sheets for the upcoming dart sea-

son turned in right away.
The sign up sheets may also be
faxed to 234-2747.
For more information please
call Gary Weakley or Moching
Castillo, at 233-4397, i

Bermudez. . .

Continued from page 48

a.m., Sunday, Jan. 3, at PIC.

For more information, call CCA
president Ely G. Buenaventura at
234-6070 or CCA vice president
Almer Santos at 233-1073. (zd)

SBC ...

Continued from page 48

that date has now been moved back
due to a shortage of teams.

For more information regarding
the Women's Thursday Night
League please contact Mark
Halstead at 234-7902 or call the
bowling center at 234-642(/7931.

Youth . ..

Continued from page 48

'The Youth Volleyball League
still has 11 more games to play,
\.VhiCh should take the league un-
til Feb. 4 to complete its regular
season.

The volleyball games are played
at Ada gym.

Continued from page 48

| out, and runners at first and sec-

ond base.

For TC Clan’s Mel Sakisat it
just wasn’t his night.  Despite a
first inning two-run homerun,
Sakisat was off his mark the rest

of the ballgame. His following at
bats were a single, and a strike-
out.

With their loss the CK Defend-
ers and TC Clan can only watch
{from the bleachers as Mix-A-Lot
20 up against Just-4-Fun for the
championshiptitle beginning next
Tuesday.




| * The Sporting Life

Mix-A-Lot, Just-4-Fun _

in championship game

By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
THE BEST two teams in the
Saipan Softball Association
(SSA) Co-ed League was decided
Tuesday night at Susupe Softball
Field.

Mix-A-Lot'sdefeatoverthe CK
Detenders, 12-9 elevates them to
the championship—best of
three—series beginning next
Tuesday Jan 4.

Opposing them will be Just-4-
Fun. With their lopsided win
over TC Clan., 15-7 the two teams
will meet. And the match-up
promises to deliver the excite-
ment many softball fans have been
waiting for throughout the regu-
lar season.

Mix-A-Lotracked upeightruns
in the fifth inning to keep the
ballgame out of reach for the op-
ponent.

CK Defenders tried to rally in
the sixth inning when they scored
fourruns, but it was a matter of, to
little too late. They didn’t score
in the seventh inning.

Mix-A-Lot’s Nick Castro went
three-for-four at the plate. The
team’s victory was boosted by
Winsor Peter and Tony
Camacho’shomeruns. Liz Lebria
scored twice, adding the margin
of runs for the win. Thelma Mizer
played excellent defense in right-

field.

During the second ballgame of
the night Just-4-Fun jumped to an
early, 6-3 lead and from there on
they never looked back.

Mix-A-Lot’s Thelma Mizer (front), Liz Lebria (center), Ly “Gucci” Ada

Starting the first inning rally
for Just-4-Fun was Gloyd
Martin’s three-run homer.
Martin’s homerun came with one

Continued on page 43

C PP

(right) and Della Napoleon (back), celebrate a recent victory as well as

Thelma and Della’s birthday.

Contributed photo.

Youth volleyball back in action

By Tony Celis
. Variety News Staff
"ASCHOSCHO, isn’t just an old
Carolinian word that, loosely
translated, means to try harder,
give itall you've got, but is also
the team name of coach Bego
Odoshi’s IT&E Youth Volley-
ball League team.
Aschoschois currently in sec-
ond place in the league and is
looking toupset the first place—
and undefeated—team Hornets.
The volleyball games will
once aguin see action beginning
on Jan. 5, starting at 5 p.m.
When asked about her team’s
goals for the second half of the

league, Odoshi was quick to re-
spond.

“The Hornets are my only
worry. That team has really im-
proved alot. They beat us in an
earlier volleyball game but, we
are going to try harder,”said the
Aschoscho coach.

Odoshi mayregretthat herteam
does not hold regular practices.

“We don’t hold regular team
practice. Most of my players are
in their respective school volley-
ball teams. However [ urge them
to come down to the gym on open
nights and practice with the
men, added Odoshi.

That advice may work out to

her team’s advantage as the
CNMI National Women’s Vol-
leyballteam has stepped up their
practice schedule. Some of
coach Odoshi’s players are also
trying out for the SPG team.

“They take advantage of the
many good volleyball players at
the gym, who can give them
(Aschoscho) players alot more
advice about volleyball then I
can,”said Odoshi.

When asked what her New
Year’s resolution was, Odoshi
laughed a little and said, to quit
chewing betelnut,” but, was
quicker to quip,”maybe not.” -

Continued on page 43

By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
THE SAIPAN Bowling Center
along Beach Road is the site for
manyofSaipan’savidbowlers. With
bowling leagues going on ina con-
tinuous flow it’s no wonder that
Mark Halstead has too much to do.

According to Halstead the
Women’s Thursday NightLeague
will be holding a meeting on

SBC ready for women’s league

Thursday, Jan. 7 starting at 6:30
p.m. at the Saipan Bowling Center.
“The league was supposed to
begin on Jan. 7 but we didn’t have
enough teams to start the league.
Maybe it’s because of the holiday
season or the economic situation
that caused the drop in
participation,”’said Halslead.
“But I'm confident we'll have
enough teams to start after we hold

the meeting,”he added.
- Presently nine teams have
signed up but according to
Halstead, the league needs three
more teams foratotal of 12 teams
to begin playing.

Teams may have up to eight
members in its roster.

The 24 week-long league was
suppose to open on January 7, but

SAIPAN
P.O. Box 231 Saipan, MP 96950
; o Tel (670) 234-6341 « 7578 « 9797
| o Fax: (670) 234-9271
E-mail: younis@gtepacifica.net

Continued on page 43

salom 1@saipan.netpci.com
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By Tony Celis
B Variety News Staff
i WHAT’S in line for the 1999
B Variety’s sports pages? While
4 there are times when the sports
® page isn’t to our readers satis-
i faction, we have set our goal on
improvement and diversity.
Beginning the new year there
will be a diverse topics to cover
every sporting activity that goes
on in the CNML
How are WE going to ac-
complish that goal? WE are
going to have to work together.
Withthe South Pacific Games
coming up in May, rest assured
we will be very busy trying to
keep our readers informed of
. the latest news.
i But, we won’tonly keep our
focus on the SPG.
Other local sports activities
' will be reported in your favorite
- Newspaper.
4 We are also working on a
<1 format to report the many and
4 diverse sports activities that our
L youth population are involved
g in.
il The schools will be asked to
st comeupwitha student(s)” ath-
i1 letes for the week, month and
 year along with other ways to
¥ give our students the recogni-
4 tion in sports activities they de-
5 serve.
We will be working with the
;¢ schools in trying to come up
i with the criteria for such pro-
[ grams.
d  I've recently made contacts
4 withpeople involved in boxing,
bowling, billiards, boating, sail-
i ing, etc.
"l ThelmaMizerand Liz Lebria
4 will once again try for yet an-
othersofiball championship tro-
1 phy, as their team, Mix-A-Lot,
i} will face the tough Just-4-Fun
4 for the SSA Co-ed League '98
1 title.
Our very own rocball has re-
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More coverage for ’99

cently been getting a great deal
of attentionin the US mainland.
Althoughthatsubjecthas raised
some eyebrows locally, espe-
cially for the founder of the
sport. We’ll keep you informed
of the events which are sure to
become heated as Jim Feger
battles to have the locally born
sport recognized.

The baseball season is sched-
tled to start two months earlier
in '99.

The CNMI National Volley-
ball teams, both the women and
men’s have already started prac-
ticing. Jonas Barcinas may be a
tough volleyball coach to play
for, but it’s his goal to give the

CNMI a very competitive vol-

leyball team(s) for the SPG.

Tony Rogolofoi at Ada gym,
where he works, along with
Patrick Tudela from PSS have
both been keeping themselves
very busy coordinating the Is-
land-wide Village Youth Bas-
ketball League.

*I resolve to make the youth

sports activities in Saipan the J
best that we can offer our
youths, said Rogolofoi, when

asked of his New Year's reso-
lution.

Bill Sakovich continues to
work tirelessly in his office.
“Most of our older swimmers
arc no longer with the swim
team, butthe youngerones con-
tinue to improve, so we just
have to hope for the best.”

In basketball Tony Diaz has
recently moved to Guam tem-
porarily, whileRay Lizama, has
mentioned once or twice some-
thing about getting old. He’ll
be back on the court,
guranteed.

The Brothers are back in the
BANMIleague, we wishthem
well.

Indeed 1999 will sec a new
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and improved sports page. f

LITO BERMUDEZ edged out
Almer Santos and seven other
players to win the third leg of the
CNMI active chess tournament at
the Pacific Island Club.

Bermudez finished with 7.5
points out of.a possible 8. He had
a remarkable string of victories
against Manny Domingo, Ely G.
Buenaventura—the two previous
winners—Santos, Ronnie
Alfonso, Ruel Bince, Lou Piliwali
and Jun Ocena.

But Santos was not far behind,
notching 7 points, while Alfonso
ended in third place with 6 points.

The CNMTI’s three other lead-
ing players—Domingo,
Buenaventura and Biniahan—
performed below par.

Sponsored by the CNMI Chess

“ o

GYA

960 South Majin
Tamuning P
. Tel (6715%&??3

rmudez tops c

ess tourney |

Association (CCA), the weekly

active chess tournament has a 45-

minute per player time control.
The fourth leg will begin at 9

Continued on page 43

SPORTS NOTES
RGA

THE Rafaluwasch Golf Asso-
ciation (RGA) would like to
inform its members that a two-
man team tournament will be
held Saturday, Jan 2 at Coral
Ocean Point Resort,

Tournament fee is $25.00 and
is open to 20 players.

Check-in time is 11 a.m.

The officers of RGA extend
aHappy New Year to all mem-
bers and their family.

o Fax: (671) 649-4687

E-mail: yas@gtepacifica.net
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