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Parade
President’s Message
by Lloyd Kitaoka
Happy New Year!  Wishing you all the best in the coming 
year.  I am very honored and humbled to be your President 
for the next two years.  It’s really hard to believe that my 
dad was the President of this club 61 years ago.  To follow 
in the footsteps of my dad and the past Presidents comes 
with it an awesome responsibility but with your help and 
support we will be up to this task.   We have a great Board 
of Directors and we all look forward to serving you.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our past 
President, Pauline Sato, for the great job she has done.  I 
only know now (and I only just started) what a tough job 
this is and how much time and effort it takes.  To do it in 
addition to two other jobs is truly remarkable.  We owe her 
much thanks and aloha.
I feel that our club is at a crossroads.  We are losing many 
of our vets and we need to start thinking seriously about 
our future and where we need to be as an organization.  
Long range planning is now more essential to our thriving 
as a healthy, vibrant organization.  We need to determine 
where we are, where we want to be, and how we are going 
to get there.  Irene Anzai (our 1st VP) and Bob Ozaki, our 
new 2nd VP) will be working out a plan for this difficult 
but important process, which will include getting  your 
input on what you feel our vision for the future should be. 
The 100th and its legacy is much too important to let it 
fade away.
Senator Inouye’s passing was a shock to all of us.  I, as 
well as some of you, took this great man for granted.  I felt 
he would live forever, which is a foolish thing to do.  It is 
only in his passing that I realize what a great, American 
hero he was.  Isn’t that always the case when there’s a 
great man amongst us and we fail to see their greatness 
until they are gone?  Thank you, and God bless you 

Senator Inouye.  He will be missed and sincere 
condolences to his family.
There are two events coming up in March and April that 
concern the 100th and should not be missed.  One is the 
70th anniversary of the 442nd (events are scheduled in 
March) and all members are encouraged to attend.  The 
ties that link the 100th and the 442nd are very strong and 
they have included us in all their activities. They have 
graciously waived the cost of the banquet to our vets and 
widows.  The second event is the Congressional Gold 
Medal traveling tour which will feature the original gold 
medal which was presented to the Nisei Soldiers of WWII.  
It will be displayed locally at the Bishop Museum from 
March 9 to April 14. It will be the only time we will get to 
see the medal unless one goes to the Smithsonian in 
Washington DC. where  it is permanently on display.  It is 
a must-see while it’s here. We are also working on a 
speakers panel featuring the 100th at the Bishop Museum 
in conjunction with the display. More details on that will 
be reported in the next issue. 
Again, I look forward to serving you.  Have a healthy and 
prosperous New Year.
Lloyd Kitaoka
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Lloyd Kitaoka (standing) with his father, 
Takashi “Kit” Kitaoka at the shinnen enkai.
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In Memoriam
Kei Yamaguchi, of California (B)
Passed away on December 25, 2012

Reverend Harry Suga, (Honorary Member)
Passed away on January 11, 2013
Service at Hosoi Mortuary on February 15
(5 pm visitation; 6 pm service)

Our deepest sympathy to their families.

Aloha 'Oe, Beloved Friend of all 
Hawaii
by Pauline Sato

Flags flying half staff
drenched in rain, the heavens weep

Our hero now rests
It was December 17, a rainy day on Oahu when word of 
Senator Inouye’s passing reached us. Perhaps no one was 
more shocked than I, having met with him just two months 
prior with no clue of his illness. His recent prolonged 
hospital stay led me to wonder if he could complete his 
term, but I felt he would pull through, as heroes usually 
do. 
While most were still in disbelief, others took charge in 
ensuring that the late Senator would be honored and 
remembered with the dignity and respect he deserved for 
more than six decades of service to his country.  
Fortunately for us, those connected to WWII veterans, 
arrangements were made by our many friends, including 
the 100th Battalion, 442nd Infantry Regiment of the Army 
Reserves. The young men and women of the 100/442 
Reserves have assisted us time and time again, never 
forgetting the roots of their unit. 
On December 22, the late Senator Inouye finally returned 
home. He was honored by a touching ceremony at the 
State Capitol Rotunda. Veterans, wives, widows, and sons 
and daughters of the AJA units were invited to attend, 
receiving VIP treatment.  We were touched that the 
organizers allowed the veterans to be the first among all 
dignitaries to pay respects to the Senator as he laid in 
state.

On the next day, even more of us were able to attend the 
ceremony at the National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific (Punchbowl). Logistics working up to this day 
were incredibly difficult due to little time for planning and 
the decision by President Obama to attend the service. As 
one can imagine, security was heightened and our group 
of about 80 people began gathering before dawn in order 
to attend. As the ceremony did not begin till 10 am, we 
were naturally worried about our veterans and wives, who 
would have to endure hours of waiting in the heat of the 
day.  Thanks to the thoughtfulness of people like Gene 
Castagnetti, Director of the Cemetary, we all were seated 
in a shaded and prime viewing area. The 100/442 
Reserves were vigilant to be sure that everyone was well-
hydrated and taken care of. 

Suffice to say the ceremony was uniquely memorable and 
all who attended will likely never forget it. We were so 
fortunate to be able to bid aloha to our beloved Senator 
among our state’s and nation’s highest leaders. 
Many, many people helped to make our participation in 
the two events possible. Unfortunately, I do not have the 
names of everyone to thank, however key people include:  
Col. Kimo Dunn, CSM Beau Tatsumura, Sgt. Chris 
Arakawa, Gene Castagnetti, Jayne Hirata-Epstein, Ann 
Kabasawa, Wes Deguchi, and Mark Matsunaga.  Special 
thanks go to the 100/442 Reserves and Roberts Hawaii for 
providing air-conditioned buses to transport us to both 
events. Please know that we appreciate all of you so 
much! 
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Tribute to Senator Dan Inouye
Sunday, December 23, 2012
by Jennifer Sabas - Chief of Staff

Editor’s note:  We bring you excerpts from the speech 
given by Jennifer Sabas at Senator Inouye’s memorial at 
Punchbowl. While several of our members were privileged 
to attend, most could not.  Ms. Sabas’ speech has a 
powerful message, which we hope you will take to heart. 
Mahalo to Ms. Sabas for giving us permission to reprint 
her speech. Her speech, in its entirety,  will be in the 
electronic version of this newsletter.
It has been my great privilege to work for, and with 
Senator Dan Inouye for more than 25 years.  It has been 
the most incredible living lesson on leadership.  His only 
instruction – to make life better for everyday people.  So 
simple, yet oftentimes, very difficult.
I had many hours to reflect on the past 6 days during the 
long plane ride home.  I had the bittersweet honor of 
accompanying Irene, and bringing our Senator home.  
Senator Inouye left us on Monday, December 17th, in the 
same way in which he lived his life – in control, peacefully 
calm, and giving out clear instructions, until the very end. 
His final act was to call in the medical staff at Walter Reed 
Military Hospital to thank them for their heroic efforts. He 
penned “Aloha,” and went on to a better place. 
His Senate and House colleagues paid him the greatest 
tribute by unanimously passing a Joint Resolution on 
Tuesday, December 18th, to allow his body to lie in state 
in the rotunda of our nation’s capitol.  Senator Inouye is 
only one of 32nd Americans to receive this high honor.  His 
casket lay on the wooden foundation built for President 
Abraham Lincoln.
Think about it – A century and a half later, a boy from 
McCully/Moiliili, deemed an enemy alien by his country, 
goes on to receive the Medal of Honor from President 
Clinton, and becomes the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate – and he lies on the foundation built for the 
President who abolished the most egregious and 
reprehensible form of racial discrimination, which nearly 
severed our nation in two.
I was just over a year old when Dan Inouye became 
Hawaii’s Senator.  Our generation and those which 
followed have only known life with Senator Inouye.  If 
there was a problem, let’s call Senator Dan.  If there was 

an opportunity to be seized, let’s call Senator Dan.  And, 
even if you didn’t actually call, you knew you always 
could. 
It didn’t matter if you were rich or poor, Democrat or 
Republican, or from which island you came.  The people 
of Hawaii had Dan Inouye on speed-dial.  More often than 
not Dan delivered.  He was our security blanket.  
Hawaii is grieving from a monumental loss.  There is 
sorrow, despair and a fear about facing the future without 
him.  
I am reminded of comments so kindly and personally 
conveyed to Irene on the day after the Senator’s passing by  
Vice President Biden and Senate Leader Reid.  
They both basically said the same thing -- that “Dan 
encouraged me to do things, to pursue things I didn’t think 
I could do.  He had more confidence in me oftentimes, 
than I had in myself.  And, he supported me every step of 
the way.”
As I thought about it, Senator has done exactly that with 
the hundreds of men and women who were fortunate 
enough to call him simply and affectionately “Boss,” He 
also infused a similar confidence in countless business, 
government and community leaders throughout Hawaii.   
Convincing them that they were good enough, tough and 
smart enough to compete and be successful. 
It is our turn, Hawaii – to step forward and demonstrate 
that we were listening and playing attention to his lessons 
on leadership and humanity (because you know he is 
watching us).
My friends, this is Dan Inouye’s legacy – it is not simply 
all the stuff that he delivered for 50 years.  It is also that 
fighting spirit, that risk-taking confidence, ever filled with 
hope that he has infused in each of us.  
So, let us pick up the baton that he left at our feet, and 
carry it forward in his name, and for our beloved Hawaii.
“Aloha” Boss.  A hui hou.  Until we meet again.   

71st Anniversary Banquet
by Janice Yokoyama Trubitt

The 71st Anniversary Banquet of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion Veterans is set for Saturday, June 22, 2013 from 
10am - 2pm at the Honolulu Country Club.  We need to 
begin planning for this event!!  Your chapter presidents 
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will select representatives to be on the Banquet Planning 
Committee, but anyone and everyone is welcome to 
participate.  We need to choose the theme for the Banquet 
and from there speakers, program, and decorations can be 
organized.  Please come and participate in this annual 
event  -  a celebration for you as 100th Infantry Battalion 
members!!
The next Banquet Committee meeting will be on Saturday, 
February 9 from 9-11 am at the Clubhouse.

Scholarship Deadline Coming Soon!
The 100th Infantry Battalion Memorial Scholarship Fund 
was created in 2006 by the 100th Infantry Battalion 
Veterans. The scholarship's goal is to promote awareness 
of the accomplishments of the 100th Infantry Battalion 
veterans of WWII and to perpetuate its legacy of 
continuing service by rewarding direct descendants of the 
veterans who demonstrate these values and beliefs.
Up to three college scholarships will be given to qualified 
descendants who apply to the Hawaii Community 
Foundation.  If you are interested in applying, please go to: 
http://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/scholarships/
The deadline, no exceptions, is 5 p.m. February 22, 2013.

Bokashi Workshop
by Jan Sakoda

If you’re interested in gardening, specifically  learning to 
make your own bokashi, we’ll be having a workshop at 
Club 100 at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 13, 2013. 
Last year’s workshop was well attended and we hope 
you’ll be able to join us this time around.  
“What the heck is bokashi?” you might ask.  Well, if you 
google it, you’ll find hundreds of thousands of websites. 
But what is it? Well, according to bokashicomposting.com, 
bokashi composting is a safe, convenient, and quick way 
to compost food waste in your kitchen, garage, or 
apartment. To take it one step  further, bokashi is also a 
way to improve your soil to grow better vegetables. 
Cost will be $5 to cover the cost of the materials and 
you’ll take home 4 pounds of bokashi. Call the office at 
946-0272 to sign up or email ednjansak@hawaiiantel.com 
if you have any questions.  Early registration is very much 

appreciated so we can gauge how much we’ll need to buy/
bring.

An Eagle Scout Service Project for 
the 100th
by Garin Fukushima

My name is Garin Fukushima, and I am the one who led 
the landscaping project that took place on November 25, 
2012 as part of my Eagle Scout Service Project. The 
landscaping project focused on doing a makeover of the 
two front gardens, and the right side of the clubhouse. The 
project involved many things including adding in new 
river rocks and giant pohaku stones to the front, adding in 
decorative bark mulch to the Golden Duranta and side, 
planting new various types of plants, drilling in two hose 
racks, and installing a drip irrigation sprinkler system to 
the landscape. The purpose of the drip irrigation system 
was to make sure the plants would be sustained by water 
from a controlled timer. No hand-watering needed!

One of my goals in life 
is to become an Eagle 
Scout because of the 
benefits it can give you 
in the future, and what 
an accomplishment it 
is. One of the main 
requirements prior to 
becoming an Eagle 

Scout besides the merit badges, and other things, is to lead 
your own service project that would benefit an 
organization in the community. I started working on my 
Eagle Project in May of 2012. I aimed to get it done before 
the end of the year because going into my junior year of 
high school I knew I was going to be very busy preparing 
for college. I decided to do my project with the 100th 
Infantry Battalion because I knew of how great their 
impact was on history, and my grandfather, Thomas 
Ibaraki (Co. A), is one of them. Pauline Sato, the President 
of the club, suggested to me to do a landscaping project 
because the front and sides of the building needed help. 
She and a committee worked with horticulturalist, Heidi 
Bornhorst, to come up with the design. 

http://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/scholarships/
http://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/scholarships/
mailto:ednjansak@hawaiiantel.com
mailto:ednjansak@hawaiiantel.com
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From summer to around October 
I focused on working out the 
logistics, and making sure 
everything would be planned out 
and organized. I also worked 
with my project coach, Mr. 
Russell Nonaka, on getting 
donated materials from other 
organizations. With the help of 
my parents, I managed to get 
various types of plants of 

different sizes from the New Mililani Nursery, several 
bags of ½ in. x 1 in. river rocks from Geobunga, bags of 
decorative bark from BEI Hawaii, and irrigation tubing, 
controllers, wires, valves, etc from Pacific Pipe. The large 
decorative stones were donated by Mrs. Muroshige and 
other plants were donated by Club members and friends. 
In total the value of the donations was about $1300, not 
including labor!

When the day of the 
project came I was 
not really nervous 
because of all the 
planning that was 
done in preparation, 
and I was rather 
excited to make the 
vision of my project a 

reality. The project was completed in about 4 hours thanks 
to all the volunteers of Troop 33 and everyone else who 
showed up! It was a huge success, and the end result came 
out better than I envisioned it. 

This project taught me a lot of 
things, such as how to make 
phone calls when asking for 
donations, and how to 
coordinate e-mails and plans/
meetings. I also learned a lot of 
life skills along with the work 
type skills, such as how 
important it is to stay 
organized, be well prepared, to 
stay focused until the job gets 
done, and much more! It feels 

great that I have learned about things that people my age 
don’t know yet, and won’t learn for a while more. I will 
remember this project experience for the rest of my life, 

and I know that I can apply what I learned to it. The things 
I have learned are priceless, and I know that it will take me 
far in the future!

Searchlight Serenade: A PBS 
Documentary
by Joy Teraoka

On Thursday, January 31, at 9:00 P.M., PBS-TV Channel 
10 is featuring “Searchlight Serenade: Big Bands in the 
World War II Japanese American Incarceration Camps.”  
This documentary reflects on the forced evacuation of the 
Japanese on the West Coast.  Despite the despair and 
trauma of this devastating situation, this presentation 
shows one aspect of how the evacuees collectively helped 
each other through music, to raise their spirits and rise 
above defeat.  
In the camps, musicians were drawn together through their 
mutual interest in music.  The idea of jamming together 
grew to the point where they seriously formed bands that 
were good enough to perform for camp dances. The bands 
became an important social event of camp life.  The swing 
music of that era lifted the spirits and morale of the young 
people.  In Heart Mountain, Wyoming the George Igawa 
camp band was even hired to perform for many of the 
nearby towns.  (Joy Teraoka, wife of Denis Teraoka, Co. 
D, and Doris Kimura, wife of Stanley Kimura, Co. C, 
performed with their camp bands.)
To tell this story, the video incorporates oral history 
combined with woodblock created anime by artist Amy 
Uyeki. If you miss the program on television, you may 
purchase a dvd online from www.store.keet.org for $25 
plus shipping/handling 

http://www.store.keet.org
http://www.store.keet.org
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January 2013
Dear 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans and Family,
Happy New Year!  We are writing this note to assure you that all Nisei veterans are invited to join in the activities being 
planned for the 70th Anniversary of the 442nd RCT.  We want the 100th, MIS, and 1399 veterans and their families and 
friends to join the 442 veterans’ ohana in this 3-day event.  Nisei veterans and their families are coming from across the 
country for this celebration and we’re sure you may know some of them.
Please take a moment to read our list of activities which was included in your last newsletter and register to come.  
With the sudden passing of Senator Daniel K. Inouye of “E” Company, we will honor him and the other Medal of 
Honor recipients at our 70th Anniversary Remembrance Service on Saturday March 23, 2013 at Ft. DeRussy and also at 
our Luncheon Banquet at the Hilton on Sunday, March 24th.  
All Nisei veterans and widows of deceased veterans are FREE of charge to these official events.  We are also arranging 
rides to and from the venues for those veterans who have no way to come.  We just don’t want anyone to miss out just 
because he doesn’t have a ride!  Our Transportation Chair is Mr. Byrnes Yamashita and his number is 728-9900.
This may be the last Anniversary event of this size and the Sons & Daughters of the 442nd RCT, along with a number of 
daughters and sons of the 100th, are working hard to put this celebration together for all of you to enjoy.  So, please put 
us on your calendar, take your vitamins, stay healthy, and we will see you on March 22, 23, 24.   If you have any 
questions, please contact Ann Kabasawa (Ray Nosaka’s daughter) at 781-8540.  Registration forms and an updated 
Activities announcement are available at the Club House office. 
We will be so happy to see you!  Wear your 100th Infantry Battalion shirt and be proud.  
With Our Warmest Aloha,

    Clayton and Gwen Fujie
Clayton and Gwen Fujie, Co-Chairs
70th Anniversary of the 442nd RCT

Honouliuli Tour
by Janice Yokoyama Trubitt

The Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii (JCCH) has kindly offered to conduct a tour of the Honouliuli internment 
camp site (from World War II) for the 100th/442nd/MIS/1399 veterans and their wives or caregivers on Friday, March 
22, 2013 in conjunction with the 442nd 70th Anniversary celebration.  ONLY 50 people can participate and a Waiver of 
Liability form needs to be signed BEFORE the event.  If you can send this waiver form with your registration 
application by the MARCH 1, 2013 deadline to the 442nd office, then the organization of the tour can proceed. (Waiver 
forms are available in the Club office.)  
As it stands, the veterans will need to choose from a variety of events that day - Honouliuli tour (8 - 11:30am), visit to 
the Legislature at 11 am, and the "At Ease" social at the 100th Clubhouse (2 - 5 pm).
The schedule for the Honouliuli tour is as follows:
800a -11 min video of Honouliuli at the 100th Clubhouse
830a - Board Robert's of Hawaii bus
915a - Arrival at site and board mini-vans each with a tour guide/Remembrance service
1130a - Return to the 100th Clubhouse
This tour is specially being planned with the veterans and elderly people in mind, so there will be NO walking around 
at the Honouliuli site (the terrain is uneven).  Water will be provided and bathroom facilities are available.  Thanks to 
generous donations from the JCCH, Monsanto (landowner), and Robert’s Hawaii, the tour is free of charge.
If there is a large demand to visit the site, JCCH said that they will conduct another tour for local Hawaii residents later 
so that mainland veterans can have a chance to visit on March 22nd.
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What’s up with the Wine Gang?
by Jayne Hirata

Shinnen Akemashite Omedetoo Gozaimasu to everyone 
from all of us in the Wine Gang.  This is the year of the 
snake which brings with it promises of prosperity, family 
togetherness and most importantly, never going hungry!  
These promises will surely come true if you join us on 
Thursdays for lunch.
As we did not have a January PPP, I was not able to thank 
the following persons for their generous monetary 
donations to our Wine Gang food fund:
$500 - Paul Watanabe (442nd veteran)
$100 - Betty Tsukiyama & family in memory of Goro 
 Sumida
$35 - Heather Ho in memory of Goro Sumida
If you aren’t on the list but threw some kala into the kitty, 
please let me know so I can thank you in the March PPP.  
We would like to congratulate our paesano from Maizuru, 
Japan, Hide Koda on the birth of his second daughter, 
Wakaba.  She is just adorable as are all of the girls in the 
Koda family.  We hope we will get to meet everyone the 
next time he comes to Hawaii or perhaps when we go to 
Japan.  I would love to see one of the 100th/442nd 
Reenactments in person.  Anyone want to go?
Congratulations also to William Lurbe, 100th/442nd Army 
Reservist and more importantly, Tammy Kubo’s son, on 
his recent engagement to his girlfriend Chezerae.   We are 
so happy for both of you and even moreso, for your Mom!
The Wine Gang brought the year to an end with a fun 
Bonnenkai (Forget the Year) Party complete with a catered 
buffet lunch of local kine grinds (that was my present to 
myself – a week off from cooking), lots of pupus and 
onolicious desserts by the Queen of Sweets, Ann 
Kabasawa.  It was somewhat of a bittersweet day as we 
had many good things to celebrate but also some goodbyes 
to acknowledge.   A boisterous champagne toast and 
banzai cheer was led by Robert Arakaki for Lloyd Kitaoka, 
the son and “driver” of Wine Gang Regular Judge Takashi 
“Kit” Kitaoka, who is the new President of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans Club.  Congratulations were 
also given to Janice Trubitt for her second year as the 
Club’s Treasurer and to Tammy Kubo who finally was 
granted her wish to be a GLAM-ma with the birth of her 
adorable granddaughter, Kennedy.  Boy, it seemed like 

Tammy had been waiting for five years and not nine 
months for that baby to arrive!
We took a moment of silence in the midst of the merriment 
to remember those who were no longer with us which was 
followed by a heartfelt toast by Paul Watanabe to Goro 
Sumida and Kikuji Tojio, beloved Wine Gang regulars 
who passed away in 2012.  We were all in tears – of 
laughter and sorrow – as Paul shared his experiences with 
his dear buddy, Goro which prompted the other veterans to 
offer a Goro tale or two.  
Our first Wine Gang of the New Year was a birthday party 
celebration for 100th veteran Kenneth Higa.    Following 
the 100th birthday boy tradition, Ken was very late to the 
party and we were worried we’d have to eat his three 
birthday cakes without having a single candle placed on 
them.  Poor Ken had to a lot of energy to blow out candles 
on three cakes, prompting him to ask if we had put “trick 
candles” on.  Didn’t have to heart to tell him they were 
regular candles – just spread far apart!  (In the photo are 
Ted Yamasaki [Eddie’s son], Ken Higa and 442nd veteran 
Takeshi “Bolo” Shirakata.) 
We also bid “sayonara” to 442nd veteran Eddie Yamasaki 
who decided to move to Japan to live with his son and 
daughter.  If you know Eddie, you know he is always very 
positive and joyful so whenever one of us would start to 
get sappy or our eyes would well up, he would crack a 
joke or two to brighten up our spirits.  We presented Eddie 
with a doll I made using a Go For Broke t-shirt for Stacey 
Hayashi’s planned movie about the 442nd (coming soon, I 
hope) and some red, white and blue socks.  I had to make 
it huge because so many people wanted to sign it to wish 
Eddie a “Bon Voyage”.  According to Stacey, Eddie named 
the doll Jay and it is the love child of him and me!  
Scandalous!  The good news is that Eddie will be back in 
March for the 442nd’s 70th Anniversary Celebration so we 
will see him back at Wine Gang soon.  (Photo of Eddie 
and Jay by Stacey Hayashi).  
As for upcoming Wine Gang Thursdays, veterans from the 
100th, 442nd, MIS, 1399th and all others are invited to meet 
US Representative Colleen Hanabusa who will be joining 
us for lunch and to talk story about veterans concerns and 
issues on January 31.  On February 7, we will be having a 
birthday party for 100th veterans Judge Takashi Kitaoka 
and Eddie Ikuma and on the 14th, we will be celebrating 
Valentines’ Day.  We hope you will come down to the 
Clubhouse and join us soon!
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2nd Annual Shinnen Enkai
by Bert Hamakado

The 2nd Annual Shinnen Enkai started on January 12, 2013 
with a moment of silence for 100th Infantry Battalion, 
442nd RCT, and Military Intelligence Service, and 1399th 
Engineers veterans who have passed on and for our current 
armed forces who are in harm’s way protecting our 
freedom overseas on our behalf today. Greeting was given 
to the veterans’ wives, widows and guests who were 
present for this event. A thank you, hearty greeting to the 
volunteers for the lucky number prizes to give away and 
monetary donation in our koa bowl at the check-in.  We 
also thanked the many volunteers in assistance for helping 
with this event. Each person received a Hachimaki 
(headband) to wear as they entered the clubhouse. 
Hachimaki are thin cotton towels or strips of cloth tied 
around the head, originally worn as a charm against evil 
spirits in ancient times. 
Newly elected President Lloyd Kitaoka  gave the Welcome 
Speech behalf of the club. Also our President Kitaoka and 
myself (Bert Hamakado) led the audience in a Banzai 
Toast to everyone in attendance. “Banzai” (roughly 
translated as “hurrah”) was an express of enthusiasm, and 
the audience shouting the words three times, arm stretched 
out above their heads, is the traditional Japanese form of 
applause. As we led the audience for the “Banzai toast 
each individual replied with a “Banzai” to raise both arms 
in the air. After the third “Banzai” the audience were told 
to yell their loudest, as the saying goes the louder the 
“Banzai,” the more luck is wished during the toast then 
drank the liquid from their cup.
Making Mochi
Sue Kawashima, daughter of James Kawashima of “B” 
Company explained the process of cooking the rice, 
pounding the mochi and mochi making. Normally, the men 
pound the mochi and the women make the mochi cakes. 
Men and women help each other to cook the mochi. The 
process starts days before, washing of the mochi rice. On 
the day of the event, hours before pounding, a pot of water 
is placed over a burner, water is boiled to a steam, and 
three wooden boxes are filled each with about 5 pounds of 
soaked rice, then placed on top of the pot. After about 45 
minutes, the batch of rice is tested to see if is ready to be 
moved to the usu for pounding. The usu is a large stone 
carved into a bowl. With the kine (mallet) two or three 
young men begin pushing the rice together in preparation 

for the pounding to follow. Participating groups of two 
then pound the mochi with a wooden mallet and take turns 
pounding the sticky grains into a glistening dough. 
Between pounding, the person in-charge of the usu will 
reach his hand into the usu, flipping the dough between 
mallet blows, also pouring water on the mocha as needed. 
THUD! THUD! THUD! ………………… Once the rice is 
pounded to the right consistency, it is moved to the tables 
where flat wooden boxes are prepared. The leading person 
on the mochi making will grab a portion of the mochi 
placed between her thumb and forefinger into a circle and 
squeeze the dough through, yanking off chunks the size of 
golf balls. People around the table with wooden flat boxes 
get ready with hands dusted with rice flour, and press the 
dough into flat circles, sometimes dropping a ball of red 
bean paste in the center of each one, and then pull the 
dough around, forming the mochi into flat balls. Then the 
mochi cakes are served!
Tea Ceremony

The Chado Uransenke Tankokai Hawaii Association was 
officially established as a chapter of the Uransenke 
Foundation on March 3, 1951. Back then, Tea Master, Dr. 
Genshitsu Sen (currently retired), who was attending the 
University of Hawaii as an exchange student, taught 
demonstrations on the art of tea. Dr. Sen’s dream then and 
now is to promote “peacefulness through a bowl of tea.” 
He also hoped that through tea, another great World War 
could be avoided as people would understand and 
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appreciate Japanese culture, the Japanese would interact 
with and understand foreign cultures, and there would be 
no misunderstanding between everyone. There are 
currently 92 Uransenke chapters in 32 countries, each 
established with Dr. Sen’s belief that man cannot quarrel 
with those whom they share a cup of tea.
The adults who assisted in the tea ceremony at the 
Clubhouse are current students and certified instructors 
with the Tankokai, led by Watanabe Sensei. Before the tea 
ceremony began, students from the Iolani School Tea Club 
gave a short demonstration on the art of tea.  The Club is 
open to students from first to sixth grade but many choose 
to continue their tea studies once they reach the higher 
grades. This was a great opportunity for all of us to partake 
of the tea as people did five centuries ago.  The practice of 
tea was restricted in Japan to the Imperial Court. Common 
folks like us would not have been able to afford the 
implements made of the finest quality porcelain imported 
from China, let alone the tea itself.  When the 
demonstration was completed, the students served cups of 
tea to the audience who also enjoyed an extra special 
Japanese sweet that was handmade by the Uransenke 
students just for this special celebration. It was nice to see 
former Governor George Ariyoshi, M.I.S. veteran, who 
came to see his grandson who took part in the tea 
ceremony.  Jayne Hirata-Epstein and Roy Epstein must 
have been proud to see their sons (Donte and Rysen) and 
daughter (Tajah) also participating in the tea ceremony.
Taiko Drums

Hongwanji Mission School, located on Pali Highway in 
Nu’uanu Valley, is the first Japanese Buddhist school 
founded outside of Japan.  It is co-ed with over 300 
students in pre-school through grade eight. Although 
Hongwanji started as a school for Japanese Buddhists, 
today many of the students come from various religious 
backgrounds. The curriculum is highly academic with 
Buddhist undertones. Following Buddhist values, students 

are taught harmony, health, fitness, Japanese language and 
culture, performance and visual arts.
The school and students want to spread the good word of 
what their school is trying to accomplish through the 
preservation of art and culture. The students who came to 
the Clubhouse to perform were directed by Jay Toyofuku. 
The taiko drums were beaten loudly with precision and in 
a rhythmic tune. The students sang as well in a group and 
solo. It was very nice to see these students learning their 
culture, experience the traditional way of Japanese history. 
Thanks to David Randall, Head of the School, Jay 
Toyofuku, Taiko Drum Instructor and the singers. Billy V 
from FM105.1 made an appearance introducing the taiko 
drum players and singers.  He also took part in the Bon 
Dance. It was no coincidence that he was there, as his son 
was one of the taiko drummers.
Bon Dance
Noelle Ito is dance instructor of the Nihon Eisa 
Odorieshuu Gumi. Sensei Ito teaches Japanese and 
Okinawan Bon Dances.She dedicated the dances in 
memory of Goro Sumida “A” Company 100th Inf. Bn. and 
Senator Daniel Inouye of the 442nd RCT. Noelle Ito and 
her assistant, Jeff Nishihara, gave a demonstration before 
each dance. Noelle and Jeff invited the audience to dance 
in a circle in  Turner Hall. It was great to see a lot of wives 
dancing and enjoying themselves.

With the mochi pounding, mochi making, entertainment 
and lunch running concurrently all at the same time the 
audience had their choice of participating in each event. In 
between events, lucky number prizes were given out. 
Ozoni soup was served with the lunch as part of the menu. 
Eating ozoni soup for the New Year is loaded with good 
luck, longevity and happiness for the rest of the year. We 
were glad to see veterans like Tadashi Kitaoka, Ray 
Nosaka, Robert Sato, and Dot Tamashiro and Patsy 
Akimoto etc…… come out and pound mochi with some 
assistance.
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In addition to the Kawashima family and friends, Iolani 
School Tea Club, Hongwanji Mission School, Noelle Ito, 
and Jeff Nishihara for providing the day’s activities and 
entertainment, I would like to thank the following 
individuals who helped to make this event successful: 
Jayne Hirata-Epstein & Family for manning the reception 
table and decorations;  Lois and John Nakagawa for 
helping with the T-Shirts, Congressional Gold Medal 
Plaque and coins and Comic Book sales; Dot Tamashiro 
for handing out the Hachimaki; Gary Nakayama and 
Milton Tanaka for handling parking at Ala Wai Elementary 
and assisting the veterans and wives at the front door; 
Arlene Sato for ordering of the food, making the ozoni 
soup; Ann Kabasawa, Shelley Santos and Jan Sakoda for 
setting up the lunch table, desserts and helping with 
various chores; Janice Trubitt and Susan Morishige for 
helping to gather people from the audience for the mochi 
making; Arlene Sato for buying the mochi bean paste and 
mochi powder; Gary Nakayama and Harry Nakayama for 
lining up mochi pounding pairs;  Cal Hirai for assisting the 
entertainers with setting-up their equipment; Ann 
Kabasawa, Pat Thomson and Clyde Sugimoto for taking 
pictures for the event; and Carl Tonaki, Char Dote, Rose 
Hamakado, Gloria Hamakado and Ryuta Riecke who 
assisted in the kitchen and with the water and juice 
containers. Much mahalo to Martin Fujimoto of Aloha 
Shoyu for the generous donation of shoyu and donations 
from many individuals who brought prizes for the lucky 
number drawings. Also, mahalo to the many individuals 
who helped clean up after the event. A lot of individuals 
helped to make this event special for the veterans; if I 
didn’t mention your name I want to personally thank you 
for helping.

Education Center Update
by Susan Muroshige

During 2012, thanks to a steady flow of donations, work 
continued on the 100th Infantry Battalion's website, the 
historical record on the Internet that is accessible to 
anyone with a computer.
The most important additions to the website were original 
photographs borrowed and copied from the collections of 
veterans.  We now have 1,525 photographs in the photo 
gallery section.  There are roughly 500 photographs in the 
rest of the website, some from sources in the public 
domain such as the Hawaii State Archive and Army Signal 

Corps, but most are from veterans' collections.  We 
probably have about 200 or more photographs that still 
need to be copied and processed. Stanley Izumigawa 
allowed us to add the memoir he wrote in 1995, "From the 
442nd Regiment to the 100th Battalion:  One 
Replacement's Story." He was 19 years old when he 
arrived in Europe.  An essay about Jack Mizuha, an 
original officer of the 100th, who later became a justice in 
the Hawaii Supreme Court, was also added.
Lloyd Kitaoka changed some display cases in the 
clubhouse.  Several groups visited the clubhouse.  One of 
the groups was a class from Iolani.  After the visit, their 
teacher sent Lloyd copies of the students' essays.  Several 
students had the same reactions as this student:  "When my  
class and I visited Club 100, I was amazed at what I 
learned. I was also surprised that the blue building I pass 
every day on the way to school had so much information 
hidden inside."
The major expenditures in 2012 were as follows:
Website (system maintenance, preparation and addition of 
material) = $17,000
Clubhouse displays = $1,900
Supplies and equipment = $700
Total = $19,600
In 2013, I hope that more original sources such as 
memoirs, letters and photographs can be located and added 
to the important historical record of the battalion and club. 
Your continuing support will be very much appreciated.  

Chapter News
Able Chapter News
Stacey Hayashi

Passing of the Torch
Due to the sad passing of our fearless taisho Goro 
Sumida, we have a new President. Bev Shiroma, Goro’s 
daughter, has stepped up to be our new President. Bev 
herself grew up in the Clubhouse and she and her family 
(Goro’s grandson and granddaughter Mike and Michelle) 
would shuttle Goro to the Clubhouse every day (except 
Sundays) for the past several years. He was truly a fixture 
at the Clubhouse and words cannot express how much we 
miss him.
Stacey Hayashi continues as Able Chapter Treasurer/Cook 
and Tommy Nishioka is still our faithful Secretary, though 
we miss seeing him at our meetings because he has 
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dialysis on Saturdays. But, we will carry on and have our 
meetings on the fourth Saturday of the month as Goro 
wanted and as it was since the beginning of time (just 
kidding).
Able Chapter Christmas Party
Thank you so much to our wonderful donors! The Able 
Chapter Christmas Party was a blast! It was nice to see 
everyone as usual. Everyone should come out more so we 
can see you more often; Able Chapter people are lots of 
fun. We got a 37 pound ahi and a 10 lb filet from VVV/
442 vet Akira Otani at Hawaii Fishing Agency, and Goro 
Sumida's son in law, Cal Shiroma, and friend, Uncle 
Butch, sliced it into beautiful and delicious sashimi for us 
all. Thanks to Lorna Fukushima for her hard work 
securing fabulous door prizes for our vets! And to Lori 
Inoue (Treasurer Stacey Hayashi’s friend) for securing 
awesome (and practical!) door prizes for the rest of us. 
Thanks also to our wonderful donors for their very 
generous contributions which made our party a fun time 
for everyone:  
Avin Oshiro IM of Seie and Evelyn Oshiro $500, Tommy 
and Barbara Nishioka $25, Stacey Hayashi shave ice and 
supplies, Lorna Fukushima 36 poinsettia plants, Dorothy 
Kikuchi $40, Isa "Roy" Takiyama (442/L Co) $50, Naoki 
and Toshie Takamura$24, Nora Morihara $10, Tetsuo 
Tateishi $25, Ryan Yamashiro 
pennants, Morikawa Family pinata and Mr. Coffee, Bob 
Ogata two beautiful homemade ukes! (went to Sharon 
Tanaka, Al Matsumoto’s daughter and Don 
Matsuda), Ruth Kunishige  IM ofSus Kunishige $200 
(we miss you Sus!), Robert and Nancy Arakaki three $25 
Longs gift certs, Ron Moriguchi IM of Goro 
Moriguchi and Fred Morihara $100, Mrs. Sato and 
Barbara Low dessert, Gordon Tanaka four $25 gift certs 
from Pacific Seafood and plants, Paul Watanabe 
(442/232nd Engineers) $40, Sara and Sam Terasaki, S. 
Terasaki Living Trust $25, and Don and Kimi 
Matsuda $25.  
Corporate donors:                          
Times Supermarket three $10 certificates, Big City Diner 
four $10 gift certs, Cookie Corner three cookie tins, Hale 
Koa Hotel - Sunday Champagne brunch for two, 
Halekulani Hotel - Orchids brunch for two, Hawaiian Host 
truffles, Safeway $20 and $25 gift cards, Ilikai Hotel 
(where Lorna works!  ) - one night ocean stay – went to 
Al Matsumoto, whose birthday is closest to the date picked 
at random.

ONE PUKA PUKA STYLE music video:
Some of you wanted the link to the ONE PUKA PUKA 
STYLE video we showed at the party… if you still want it 
and promise not to forward it around the world you can 
email Stacey at stacer@gmail.com and she will give you 
the secret link on YouTube.

Baker Chapter News
by Cecilee Tanaka and Evelyn Tsuda

130 persons, ages 1 to 97, attended this year’s party.  The 
buffet lunch was scrumptious and entertainment was 
provided by our talented veterans (karaoke singer Charlie 
Tanaka, choir singer Jack Nakamura, and harmonica 
player Bob Arakaki) and Pastor Ron Yoshida (nephew of 
the late Hisami Fujita of Co. B).  Pastor Yoshida sang 
traditional songs dedicated to the 100th and 442nd veterans 
referring to them as the “Greatest Generation.”  His last 
number was Jingle Bells, which ushered in Santa Claus 
and his helpers.  While Santa was busy doling out gifts to 
the kiddies, Pastor Yoshida passed out two of his CDs to 
each family.  What a wonderful gift!   
Each year, we have loads of lucky number prizes and this 
year was no different (everyone went home with at least 
one prize).  We started off the party with the award of two 
beautifully handcrafted ukulele which were donated by 
Bob Ogata, nephew of the late Masanori Ogata of D Co.  
(Thank you, Bob!) The lucky winners were Joyce Doi 
(daughter of the late Joe Muramatsu) and veteran Fred 
Kurisu, who posed with the uke (at right) and promised to 
perform at our next party (start practicing, Fred, because 
we’ll remember your promise).  
A special thank you to Susan Hokama, daughter of Charlie 
Tanaka, who must have spent days intricately decorating 
the 20 giant pine cones (one of them was 11” tall) which 
she donated.  The cones looked like miniature Xmas trees 
and were used as table decorations and they were much in 
demand later as door prizes.  
Thank you also to Pauline Yamamoto, daughter of Jack 
Nakamura, who donated dozens of wallets and notepad 
holders which were created out of recyclable beverage 
containers, which were very unique.  A big MAHALO to 
all those who generously donated other prizes:  Carolyn 
Tani, Geri Awaya, Roy Arakaki, Humi Iha family, Mieko 
Muroshige, Maryann Tanabe, Louise Ching, Bob Arakaki, 
Evelyn Tsuda and those whose names I may have 
inadvertently omitted. Also to Masaharu Saito, the Humi 

http://us.mc1203.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=stacer@gmail.com
http://us.mc1203.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=stacer@gmail.com
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Iha family, Mark Arakaki, Takako Umamoto, and Michiko 
Takashige for their generous cash donation and to the 
Hamakado family, Amy Muroshige, Fred Kurisu family, 
Maryann Tanabe, Louise Ching, Evelyn Tsuda and Ann 
Kabasawa for pupu and desserts.  But most of all, our 
thanks to Ralph “Santa” Steensen, our honorary member 
who willingly chaired the Xmas party committee, and his 
committee members, Ann Kabasawa, Evelyn Tsuda, Helen 
Kodama, Randy Kuroda, Bert Hamakado, and  Bob 
Arakaki; and all those who helped set up the tables and 
with clean up and those who worked so hard in the 
kitchen.  Our party would not have been a success without 
all their help.  Thanks to Clyde Sugimoto and Pat 
Thomson for the photographs!
Our next meeting is on Saturday, February 2, at 1 p.m.  
See you there! 

Charlie Chapter News
by Arlene Sato

If you didn’t attend our Xmas party, you missed out.  Gary 
Mizushima donated four fresh whole Uhu, which he 
steamed with black beans, Chinese parsley, green onions, 
lemon, and all kinds of stuff and then poured hot oil over 
it. That was a winner! His brother caught several tako and 
donated it, which Gary made into tako poke and kim chee 
tako. He said to tenderize the tako, he put it into the 
washing machine to beat it up and then cooked it in beer. It 
was so tender and tasty. He used a huge 25# togan and 
made a giant pot of soup with shiitake, kombu, and turkey. 
The soup was so delicious, there was not a drop left. We 
also had kalua pork, sekihan, nishime, watercress tofu 
salad, Okinawan sweet potato, haupia, Elsie Oshita’s 
takegohan, and Skip Tomiyama’s chicken long rice. 
Thanks to the many people who brought desserts.  Jan 
Sakoda made a pot of chocolate dip for fruits, pretzels, and 
chips.
Again this year Bob Ogata, nephew of KIA Masayoshi 
Ogata (D) generously donated his hand made ukuleles as 
door prizes.  It came with a beautiful case too. The lucky 
winners from C Chapter were Lorraine Miyashiro and 
Warren Yamamoto. 
Headquarter Chapter organized the fun games.  The game 
for the seniors was hilarious as Rodney kept yelling, “Rip 
Rip Rip.”  The kids played pin the nose on the reindeer 
and everyone participated in a scavenger hunt.  Some 

people had lucky bingo cards and others were not so lucky 
but everyone had fun.  Alvin Shimogaki was such a perfect 
Santa this year.  I have a feeling this will be his annual 
part-time job.
Thank you for the generous monetary donations from 
Kazuto Shimizu, Lorraine Miyashiro, Warren Yamamoto, 
Gail Miyahara (daughter of George Miyahara of 
California), William Omoto of California, Kenneth Higa, 
Cynthia Anzai-Fukuda, and Takako Umamoto.  Skip 
Tomiyama donated many table centerpieces.  She and her 
group of musicians provided the beautiful live music.  
Skip dances hula for Melveen Leed every Saturday in 
Waikiki.
If you didn’t attend the HQ/Med/C party this year, you 
missed out.  Better come next year!
On Wednesday, December 12, the Line Dance group 
performed at Mauna Lani Nursing Home.  C Chapter Line 
Dancers included Lorraine Miyashiro and Lynn and 
Kazuto Shimizu.  There they met residents Alfred Arakaki 
(A), Ray Nosaka (B), and Kunio Fujimoto (A).  The 
veterans recognized them and they all had a good time.

Dog Chapter News
by Joy Teraoka

Happy New Year!  Our Doggy Christmas party was a 
resounding success.  After President Harry Nakayama’s 
welcoming address, the party began with the thunderous 
beating of taiko drums by members of the Nakama Taiko 
group.  Carol Dee Nishimura (daughter of General Francis 
Takemoto), her husband Keith, their friends John 
Nakagawa, Selina Higa and Susan Tom brought the house 
down with the joyous beat of their drums, bells, and other 
instruments.  They also invited the audience to take up the 
sticks and try their hand at drumming those rhythmic 
sounds.  What a wonderful opening it was.
We have so much talent among our “younger members.”  
Douglas Teraoka (Denis Teraoka’s son) sang Elvis 
Presley’s song, “I’m Your Puppet on a String.”  Scuppy 
and Quinton Nishime (Saburo Nishime’s grandsons) 
offered lovely piano selections followed by Cline and 
David Ardo (of Richard Hosaka’s clan) who played some 
fine ukulele numbers.  Sandy Kinoshita (Tony Kinoshita’s 
daughter) sang an exquisite rendition of  “Merry 
Christmas, Darling.”  With her family joining her, they 
sang “We Wish You a Merry Christmas.”  Sister Erma also 



P U K A - P U K A  P A R A D E          N O .  0 1 / 2 0 1 3

Puka-Puka Parade, Monthly News
 13

entertained us with a song.  Our gratitude to all who 
entertained us with their special talent.
We wish to thank Mary and Alvin Tsukayama who had 
some craft items ready to make and take home.  
Karleen Chinen ordered delicious food from Highway Inn 
caterers and members brought so many beautiful desserts.  
That tapioca/fruit pudding was sooo good.  The 
Nakayamas provided tasty punch, drinks and pupu.  
Thanks to all who brought these goodies.
While waiting for Santa’s arrival, we faced a terrible 
dilemma--we couldn’t find Santa’s costume anywhere in 
the clubhouse.  So, although Santa was a “no-show,” Denis 
Teraoka donned a Santa hat, and merrily became Santa’s 
substitute.  There was only one adorable baby to get a gift 
from Santa, but all the other “overgrown kids,” grandmas, 
and grandpas also had fun receiving gifts from Santa 
Teraoka.
As in past years, Bob Ogata donated three of his 
exquisitely handcrafted ukulele for door prizes.  The lucky 
recipients of these grand prize ukulele were Greg 
Kuwazaki, Patti Tsutsui and B.J. Hosaka.  Stu Tsubota’s 
daughter Anne also donated her beautiful ceramic bowls 
for door prizes.  There were so many great prizes, I’m sure 
many people went home happy with their items.  Moriso 
Teraoka called out the lucky numbers.  Thank you, all.
We would like to start a Dog Chapter History collection of 
stories pertaining to our chapter veterans.   We are asking 
veterans, their spouses or family members to submit 
information, stories or photos of when and where the men 
joined D Company, of battles fought, of any special 
episodes or impressions that they recall during the 
veterans’ tour of duty.  
While looking at a 1977 issue of the Puka Puka Parade, I 
found an interesting article by Ben Tamashiro on Larry 
“Kodak” Kodama relating his experience as a D Co. scout 
in Bruyeres.  It is these kinds of stories we would like to 
compile for Dog Chapter history.  Please send your articles 
to our clubhouse:  Attention: 100th IBV, Dog Chapter, 520 
Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826.
The next Dog Chapter meeting will be on Saturday, 
February 2nd, 9:30 a.m. at the clubhouse.

Headquarters/Medics Chapter News
by Janice Sakoda – 737-7778
Daughter of Gary K. Uchida

Happy New Year!  May this year be a special year, full of 
blessings, joy and peace for you and your loved ones.
An election for the 2013 officers was held at our October 
meeting.  The following current officers agreed to serve 
another year provided that members help as needed:  
President – Dorothy Tamashiro; Vice President – Elsie 
Oshita; Secretary/Treasurer – Janice Sakoda. 
Many thanks to all who worked so hard to make our 
combined Christmas party enjoyable for all!  Special 
thanks to our chef Gary Mizushima and his son, Ryne, 
who labored to cook the ono Hawaiian food (and kept it 
low salt for all of us on salt-restricted diets), and to chef 
Arlene Sato who also did her share of shopping, chopping, 
and cooking.  Dot Tamashiro came early to help clean the 
kitchen and help where needed (which made for happy 
chefs!).  Skip Tomiyama provided our entertainment and 
shared the MC responsibilities with Warren 
Yamamoto.  The fun games were planned by Ed Ikuma’s 
daughter and granddaughters, Joan, Kimberly and 
Jennifer.  And Alvin Shimogaki was responsible for 
arranging Santa’s appearance despite Santa’s busy 
Christmas schedule.  And our traditional bingo game 
masters were Rodney Robello, Brian Akimoto, and 
Nealson Sato.  This was the second year that Bob Ogata 
donated custom-made ukuleles to our party.  Names of 
veterans (or widows or family members) were pulled and 
the following won each a ukulele:  C Chapter President 
Warren Yamamoto, Susan Morishige, Sophie Hatakenaka, 
Lorraine Miyashiro, and Alvin Shimogaki.  Needless to 
say, all the winners were proud and happy to show their 
instruments that evening. (I think Alvin’s grandsons were 
just as excited as their grandpa with the ukulele!)  And of 
course, our party was further heightened by all the 
donations (dessert, paper goods, bingo prizes, and 
monetary gifts).  Thank you ALL for coming to our 
party!  (Special thank you to Ethel Teruya who gave a 
generous monetary donation to the Christmas party even 
though she wasn’t able to attend.)

Maui Chapter News
by Stan Izumigawa

At a recent 442nd gathering, to which the 100th was 
included,  a good time was enjoyed by all. It was held at 
the Kahili  Restaurant with the most color-filled  table 
decorations ever,  leis and and candy gift for all. A $10 gift 
for all passed right and left amidst smiles as Kevin 
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Nishihara (who also said grace) read a poem, and we all 
played jan ken po games. Preparations were arranged by 
Francine Lee, Suzie Nakata, Janice Toyama and Jill 
Ross (all veterans’ daughters)
100th veterans present included Ed Nishihara, Tom 
Yamada, who also sang a song and won a lucky number 
drawing, Willie Goo, Tsukio Yamagata and myself.  
Spouses and widows included Marie Nishihara, Helen 
Yamagata, Carol Shinyama, Gladys Ushijima, Gail 
Hamai and Lillian Maeda.
442nd president, Hiroshi Arisumi, donated a box of 
delicious persimmons from his farm in Kula.  Many 
thanks to all who made for such a great time.
A memorial was held in late December for the recent 
Senator Daniel Inouye at the Maui Arts and Cultural 
Center.  I did not count how many 100th-442nd veterans 
were at the service  but there were not too many. It is a 
reflection of how our ranks have been depleted and of 
the health condition of many of those remaining.  Art 
Kurahara, who for the past year or so has been using a 
cane to walk, was called on to sing the song Lili 
Marlene, which is well known to WWII Vets, partly 
in Italian and S&Ds, Cora Matsumoto and Floyd 
Nagoshi, did karaoke.

Hawaii (Hilo) Chapter
by Martha (Akamine) Terao

Annual Ladies Luncheon: In the past the “boys” would 
invite their wives to Richard Miyashiro’s Café 100 for 
an annual luncheon. Widows were also encouraged to 
attend the enjoyable social event. According to current 
club officers, it has been several years overdue for 
another gathering. Therefore, on September 20, 2012 a 
small group of widows (Fujiyo Kurayama and daughter-
in-law, Lily; Blanche O. Maeda; Kazue Tanimoto; 
Shizuko Akamine and daughter Martha) joined club 
president Hideo Kami, his wife, son Morris and 
daughter-in-law Alicia) to a delicious lunch at New 
China restaurant in Hilo. Unfortunately, active members 
Kazuma Taguchi and Joe Sugawara were unable to 
attend or had other commitments. Mr Kami commented, 
“I’m happy that all (of the attendees) were healthy to 
enjoy the food and to talk story.”
AJA Christmas Party: Mr Kami was the only 100th 
Battalion member to attend the party on Dec 9, 2012. 

Several widows, sons and daughters, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren of AJA Veterans enjoyed the lunch 
and won many prizes from playing Bingo.

Descendants Chapter News
by Bert Hamakado

Wreath & Poinsettia pre-order and walk-in sales for 
pick-up on Friday, November 30, and Saturday, 
December 1, 2012 fundraiser for the Descendants 
Chapter was a success, as we sold all that we ordered. 
Thank you for your support during the Christmas sales. 
A big mahalo to our volunteers who helped with the 
sales including the following: Ann Kabasawa who 
ordered the wreath and poinsettias; Jayne Hirata-Epstein 
for ordering the Christmas tree; Larissa Nielson for 
taking orders from walk-ins and phone calls; Al 
Matsumoto and Mamoru Sato for helping to set-up the 
tables for the wreaths and poinsettias; Dot Tamashiro, 
Lois Nakagawa, Ann Kabasawa and Jayne Hirata-
Epstein for wrapping the poinsettias with gold foil; and 
Arlene Sato, Elsie Oshita for passing out the wreaths to 
families who brought the wreaths for pick-up.
With our Christmas Decoration advisors Dot Tamashiro 
and Elsie Oshita, the following individuals helped to 
decorate the Christmas tree, Turner Hall and the lounge 
area. Kudos to Michelle Shiroma, Chris Arakawa, Jayne 
Hirata-Epstein, Rysen Epstein, Donte Hirata-Epstein, 
Gary Nakayama, Milton Tanaka, Wayne Iha, and Ralph 
Steensen. Oh, yeah! We found Santa’s chair. Great job to 
our volunteers! Hope your Christmas was merry and 
bright!

Rural Chapter News

Rural Chapter is having a reunion party in February, date 
to be determined.  We are also meeting every quarter at 
Leeward Community College in 2013.  Please contact 
Tsurumi Hamasu for more information: email:  
thamasu@sopogy.com, cell: 754-7043.

Rural Chapter Officers  
President:  Tsurumi Hamasu
Vice President:  Jenny Kam
Secretary:  Carole Ota
Treasurer:  Kay Okimoto 

mailto:thamasu@sopogy.com
mailto:thamasu@sopogy.com
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In Appreciation
Thank you so much for the generous and thoughtful donations which were received between 
November 15th, 2012 and January 11th, 2013.
General Operating Fund
$25 May R. Furuya in memory of Goro Sumida
$25 Don and Kimi Matsuda in memory of Goro Sumida
$25 Don and Kimi Matsuda in memory of Mark Hashimoto
$25 Don and Kimi Matsuda in memory of Minoru Norikane
$25 Clifford N. Tanigawa
$50 Saburo and Setsuko Nishime
$50 Edwin M. Nakasone
$50 Tokuji Yoshihashi in memory of Kei Yamaguchi
$100 Akira and May Otani
$100 Martin Fujimoto
$100 Military of the Purple Heart
$100 Hagiko Fukuda in memory of Toshio Fukuda
$100 Kei and Chisato Yamaguchi in memory of Goro Sumida
$500 Ruth Kunishige in memory of Susumu Kunishige
$1,400 Ted Teshima in memory of Takeshi Teshima
Education Center
$24 Donation Box
$25 Terri Wakazuwa in memory of Bernard Akamine
$25 Terri Wakazuwa in memory of Goro Sumida
$25 Denis K. Teraoka in memory of Susumu Kunishige
$50 Mieko Muroshige in memory of Takeshi Teshima
$50 Mieko Muroshige in memory of Mr. & Mrs. James 
Shiramizu
$50 Mieko Muroshige in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kenji 
Nikaido
$50 Mieko Muroshige in memory of Kenneth Muroshige
$60 Elsie Y-H Yoshimura
$150 Gertrude K. Uyeno
$500 Ruth Kunishige in memory of Susumu Kunishige
Puka Puka Parade
$24 Donation Box
$25 Terri Wakazuwa in memory of Bernard Akamine

$25 Terri Wakazuwa in memory of Goro Sumida
$25 Denis K. Teraoka in memory of Susumu Kunishige
$50 Mieko Muroshige in memory of Takeshi Teshima
$50 Mieko Muroshige in memory of Mr. & Mrs. James 
Shiramizu
$50 Mieko Muroshige in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kenji 
Nikaido
$50 Mieko Muroshige in memory of Kenneth Muroshige
$60 Elsie Y-H Yoshimura
$150 Gertrude K. Uyeno
$500 Ruth Kunishige in memory of Susumu Kunishige
Education Center
$25 Don and Kimi Matsuda

Office Report
by Larissa Nielsen
Office Coordinator
Thank you to Mary L. Radnofsky, Ph.D, for donating 
40 books to the veterans and members of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans! She donated 20 copies each 
of American Samurais –WWII in the Pacific and 
American Samurais – WWII in Europe as her way of 
showing her gratitude and respect to the veterans. The 
books were not only scooped up by veterans, but were 
also used as door prizes for the 2nd Annual Shinnen 
Enkai!

Thank you all for your generous donations! 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Photo Pop Quiz!
In the last issue of the Puka 
Puka Parade, we showed a 
picture of a native 
Hawaiian white hibiscus 
plant and asked: What is a 
feature of the white 
hibiscus that most other 

hibiscuses do not have?
The answer:  The kokio keo keo has a gentle and 
pleasant fragrance.  Most hibiscuses have no scent at 
all.  If you have the chance to get up close to a blossom 
of this plant, take a whiff, and be sure to wipe the 
pollen off your nose!

Here’s the next quiz:
Name the men in this photo taken in the early 1960s 
and the positions in which they served.  Hint: One of 
them is Dan Inouye.  Please send your answers to 
pukaparade@gmail.com

mailto:pukaparade@gmail.com
mailto:pukaparade@gmail.com
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March 2013 Calendar of Events
EBOD Meeting Saturday February 16, 8:30 am
BOARD Meeting Saturday February 16, 9:30 am
ABLE Chapter Saturday February 23, 8:30 am
BAKER Chapter Saturday February 2, 1:00 pm
CHARLIE Chapter Saturday February 23, 10:00 am
DOG Chapter Saturday February 2, 9:30 am
HQ/MEDICS Chapter Saturday February 9, 10:00 am
RURAL Chapter To be announced
DESCENDANTS Chapter To be announced
LONG-RANGE PLANNING To be announced
SCHOLARSHIP Committee To be announced
NOMINATION Committee To be announced
LINE DANCING Every Wednesday, 9-11 am, Turner Hall
CRAFTS  Every Tuesday, 9:00 am
PUKA PUKA PARADE   Collating on Saturday, February 23rd, 
 2013, 9:00 am
BANQUET PLANNING Saturday, February 9, 9-11 am

Dates and times subject to change.  Please contact your Chapter President, 
Committee Chair, or the Office for more information.

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans
520 Kamoku Street
Honolulu, HI 96826

Non-Profit 
Organization
U.S. Postage

P A I D
Permit No. 158
Honolulu, HI

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Puka Puka Parade is the monthly newsletter of 
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization.  It 
is published at the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 

Clubhouse, 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826, 
eleven times a year.

The opinions expressed in the Puka Puka Parade are 
those of the individual author and do not necessarily 
reflect the position of the 100th Infantry Battalion 

Veterans.
The deadline to submit articles for the

March 2013 issue is
February 11, 2013.

Please send your articles, comments or questions about 
the Parade via email to pukaparade@gmail.com

If you do not have access to email, please contact the 
office to discuss how best to submit content for the 

newsletter.
If you would like to be removed from the PPP mailing 

list, would like to receive the PPP via email, have a 
new mailing address, or have any questions, please 
contact the Clubhouse Office at (808) 946-0272 or 

club100vets@gmail.com
www.100thbattalion.org

Puka-Puka

Parade

mailto:pukaparade@gmail.com
mailto:pukaparade@gmail.com
mailto:club100vets@gmail.com
mailto:club100vets@gmail.com
http://www.100thbattalion.org
http://www.100thbattalion.org
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Additional materials that could not fit in the 
printed issue are located here.

Tribute to Senator Dan Inouye
Sunday, December 23, 2012 (Full)
by Jennifer Sabas - Chief of Staff

It has been my great privilege to work for, and with 
Senator Dan Inouye for more than 25 years.  It has been 
the most incredible living lesson on leadership.  His only 
instruction – to make life better for everyday people.  So 
simple, yet oftentimes, very difficult.
I had many hours to reflect on the past 6 days during the 
long plane ride home.  I had the bittersweet honor of 
accompanying Irene, and bringing our Senator home.  
Senator Inouye left us on Monday, December 17th, in the 
same way in which he lived his life – in control, 
peacefully calm, and giving out clear instructions, until 
the very end. 
His final act was to call in the medical staff at Walter 
Reed Military Hospital to thank them for their heroic 
efforts. He penned “Aloha,” and went on to a better 
place. 
It reminded me of one of the stories he often shared 
about his father taking him to Chinatown to buy a koi, or 
carp.  They picked out a fish, put it in a burlap bag, 
brought it home and threw it in into a large bucket of 
water.  The koi thrashed about violently, attempting to 
elude capture.  But once his father was able to catch the 
fish and put it on the cutting board, the koi lay still.  
Our beloved Senator fought gallantly to beat his health 
challenges over the past 6 months.  He fought like a 
warrior.  But, when it was time, he went like the koi – 
with discipline and dignity.
His Senate and House colleagues paid him the greatest 
tribute by unanimously passing a Joint Resolution on 
Tuesday, December 18th, to allow his body to lie in state 
in the rotunda of our nation’s capitol.  Senator Inouye is 
only one of 32nd Americans to receive this high honor.  
His casket lay on the wooden foundation built for 
President Abraham Lincoln.
Think about it – A century and a half later, a boy from 
McCully/Moiliili, deemed an enemy alien by his 
country, goes on to receive the Medal of Honor from 
President Clinton, and becomes the President Pro 

Tempore of the Senate – and he lies on the foundation 
built for the President who abolished the most egregious 
and reprehensible form of racial discrimination, which 
nearly severed our nation in two.
Thank you, Mr. President for your beautiful tribute at the 
National Cathedral.  Your comments about our 
generation definitely hit a chord.  Similar to you 
(although I am younger!), I was just over a year old 
when Dan Inouye became Hawaii’s Senator.  Our 
generation and those which followed have only known 
life with Senator Inouye. 
If there was a problem, let’s call Senator Dan.  If there 
was an opportunity to be seized, let’s call Senator Dan.  
And, even if you didn’t actually call, you knew you 
always could. 
It didn’t matter if you were rich or poor, Democrat or 
Republican, or from which island you came.  The people 
of Hawaii had Dan Inouye on speed-dial.  More often 
than not Dan delivered.  He was our security blanket.  
Hawaii is grieving from a monumental loss.  There is 
sorrow, despair and a fear about facing the future 
without him.  
I am reminded of comments so kindly and personally 
conveyed to Irene one the day after the Senator’s 
passing by Vice President Biden and Senate Leader 
Reid.  
They both basically said the same thing -- that “Dan 
encouraged me to do things, to pursue things I didn’t 
think I could do.  He had more confidence in me 
oftentimes, than I had in myself.  And, he supported me 
every step of the way.”
As I thought about it, Senator has done exactly that with 
the hundreds of men and women who were fortunate 
enough to call him simply and affectionately “Boss,” He 
also infused a similar confidence in countless business, 
government and community leaders throughout Hawaii.   
Convincing them that they were good enough, tough and 
smart enough to compete and be successful. 
It is our turn, Hawaii – to step forward and demonstrate 
that we were listening and playing attention to his 
lessons on leadership and humanity (because you know 
he is watching us).
My friends, this is Dan Inouye’s legacy – it is not simply  
all the stuff that he delivered for 50 years.  It is also that 
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fighting spirit, that risk-taking confidence, ever filled 
with hope that he has infused in each of us.  
So, let us pick up the baton that he left at our feet, and 
carry it forward in his name, and for our beloved 

Hawaii.
“Aloha” Boss.  A hui hou.  Until we meet again.   

An Eagle Scout Service Project for 
the 100th (photos)
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2nd Annual Shinnen Enkai 
(photos)
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Wine Gang (photos)
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Baker Chapter News (Photos)
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Headquarters/Medics Chapter News
 (Photos)

9  year old Ella Frenzel, great-granddaughter of Ed Ikuma 
and granddaughter of Gary Ikuma, sits at the controls of 
her family’s airplane in Warrenton, Virginia, getting ready  
for her flying lessons.  Ella loves to be in the air and at 
the controls.  She’s been flying for a couple of years now 
and is currently learning to communicate on the radio 
with FAA Air Traffic Control.  When she’s not flying, Ella 
is busy with school, gymnastics and horseback riding 
lessons.  It’s great to see a young person enjoying 
outdoors and not tied to a computer game!  (Personally, I 
would be intimated by the control panel!)  It’d be a toss 
up to say who’s more proud… Great grandpa Ed or 
grandpa Gary!

Hawaii (Hilo) Chapter (Photos)


