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I am pleased to be with you this morning to report on actions
occurring in Washington, actions which I believe are of special
interest and concern to you. While these actions relate primarily
to Hawaiians, they are of importance to all who are concerned about
the quality of life in our Islands.

The problems that Native Hawiians are experiencing today are
unique. Their history and culture are unique. As such, they are
deserving of special consideration by all of our people and by the
Congress of the United States.

Throughout my years of service in Congress, both in the House and
in the Senate, I have worked along with the other members of the
Hawali delegation to convince my colleagues and other officials
of the Federal Government that our Hawaiians merits their concern.
Much of that effort has been an educational one. Although it may
seem absurd, the fact remains that most people in this country
have very little knowledge of the Hawaiians, of their origins,
their land, their history and culture and of their problems.

Knowledge of the Hawalian was indeed so limited that up until

1974, he was not formally considered a Native American, a descendant
of the aboriginal inhabitants of our nation, as were American Indians
and Alaskan Natives. It became our task to inform the policy makers
of the facts; to make them aware that not unlike other Native
Americans, the Hawailan people had developed a very sophisticated
political and social order even before the United States became a
united and viable political entity. We had to bring to their
attentlon that like the American Indians, the concept of nationhood,
sovereignty and treaty negotiations with foreign powers are well
documented in Hawaiian History. -We had-to remind-them-that-the-
Hawaiian Kingdom, which had endured for over a century was unjustly
overthrown with the connivance and support of the United States
representatives in Hawail, and their crown lands were taken from
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them without due process of law. We have had to explain how

these and subsequent events had produced serious demoralization

of the Native Hawaiilans, making them strangers in their own
homeland and relegating them too often to the lowest rungs of-our
soclal hierarchy, Having presented all this, we still had to
pursuade our colleagues that the facts, the similarities in culture,
history and present day circumstances justified the inclusion of
Hawaiians in legislation designed to help answer the desperate
needs and the aspirations of our country's Native American pop-
ulation.

These efforts have not been without success. 1974 saw the passage
of Title VIII of the Native American Programs Act which had as

its goal the promotion of the economic self-sufficiency of American
Indians, Alaskan Natives, and Native Hawaiians. 1In 1976, Alu Like,
a non-profit, private agency representing a number of Hawaiian
organizations, was funded under this Act. In October of last year,
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare agreed to a 33
percent increase in the project's funding level. In so doing, HEW
reaffirmed its commitment to the Native Hawaiian people, beginning
an intensive effort to expand its Hawaiian program.

I anticipate that, working with the Hawaiian community, an overall

policy position and national long-range Native Hawaiian program
will soon be developed by HEW. Hawaiian organizations committed to
helping the Hawaiian people will be given additional resources and
assistance that will help make the goal of economic and social
self-sufficiency for Native Hawaiians a reality.

Our efforts to secure a federal commitment to the Hawaiians took
another great step forward last year when the Congress agreed to
the inclusion of Native Hawaiians in the Native American employment
and training programs authorized under Title III, section 302, of
the Comprehensive Employment and Training Act of 1973. Under this
provision, unemployed and under-employed Hawaiians, through job
training, work experience, and classroom training, will be given
a chance to increase their employability and assisted in attempts
to secure employment. Steps have already been taken to implement

a CETA strategy which emphasiges the importance of education and
focuses on training and placing Native Hawaiians in technical,
managerial, and paraprofessional areas within the labor force.
Through this new labor resource Hawaiians who would otherwise have
few opportunities to become upwardly mobile will be assisted.
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Approximately $2.6 million is earmarked for Hawali's new jobs
program. This is no small sum. Currently, these monies are
coming out of the Department of Labor's Titlé III budget. However,
the Department of Labor has informed me that without an increase
in funds,inclusion of Native Hawailans in CETA will cause a 10
percent decrease in monies dispersed to the 165 Indian and Alaskan
Native CETA programs. It is not our intention that the Hawaiilan
people profit at the expense of other needy peoples, especially
those with whom, in terms of historical and social circumstances,
they share a common bond. Accordingly, I have introduced legis-
lation, S.2378, to authorize anr increase in the funds available to
Title III recipients from U4 percent to 5 percent of the funds
appropriated for CETA. But, I do insist that Hawailians are as
entitled as any other Native American group to funds under this
program.

Despite the inroads already made, our job of education and the
task of securing justice for the Hawaiians has only just begun.
Three other attempts to amend the definition of Native American
to include Hawaiians in certain far-reaching pieces of legislation
have been introduced in the Senate and will be acted on--hopefully
successfully--this year. These are: S.857, which by amending

the Indian Education Act, will provide for increased educational
opportunities for our Hawaiian youth; S.859, a bill to extend the
provisions of the Indian Self-Determination and Educational
Assistance Act to include Native Hawaiians; and S.860, a bill which
will make Native Hawaiians eligible for benefits under the Indian
Financing Act.

These measures, if passed, will provide the Hawalian people
assistance to achieve economic self-sufficiency and an improved
social condition. The Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs

has agreed to hold hearings on these bills February 13th and 14th

in Hawaii. Though I am unable at present to give you a detailed
schedule of the Committee's hearings, I suggest that those interested
inform the Committee of your desire to testify as to the needs and
aspirations of the Hawaiilan people.

A further measure which I hope will eventually afford Hawaiilans
appropriate recognition by the Federal Government is my legislation
establishing the Hawaiian Native Claims Settlement Study Commission.
This Act, S.J.Res.l4 in this Congress, has been in the works  a

long time. It passed the Senate in October of last year. It has
been favorably reported by the House Interior and Insular Affairs
Committee. Hopefully, it will be acted on favorably soon by the
full House and become law.
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Candidly, it 1s possible that S.J.Res. U4 will encounter
difficulties in the full House. The numerous large Indian claims
on land and other resources all over the country have frightened
and antagonized many of our country's non-Indian population and
have made the Congress more than a little leery of reparations
demands. The atmosphere is tense and sensitive, and we must pro-
ceed with care and with dilplomacy if S.J.Res. U4 is to succeed.

I would like to say that the recent presentation of a goat-dung
lei to a member of Congress did not help.

Though the blood of the proud Hawaiian does not run in my veins,

I can understand the sadness, disgust, impatience and frustration
felt by many of your people, But that act, whether done seriously
or facetiously, set us back. I wish you to know that I have
communicated my personal apologies to Representative Roncalio as

I believe have the other members of the Hawaii Congressional
delegation. I was happy to learn many of the Hawaiian people did
so also.

Frankly, I do not know what the Reparations Bill will do for the
Hawaiian people. That will depend on the Study Commission's re-

commendations and on the Congress of the United States. Neither

do I have any way of knowing at this time who the Commission members
will be. I assume that the organizations represented here will
suggest names to the Governor who, in turn, will make recommendations
to the President so that individuals who have both the expertise

and the confidence of the Hawaiian people will be appointed.

I very much want the recommendations of the Study Commission to
honestly reflect the desires and aspirations of the Hawaiian people.
However, I would personally consider it a tragedy if the Commission's
recommendations turn out to be one of final restitution--a cash
payment, as some have suggested, to each qualifying member. To do
so would be a terrible denial of benefits to future generations

and make approval by the Congress very doubtful. Hopefully, the
Commission's recommendations will result in a long-range plan which
will assist future generations to climb the economic, political

and social ladder to success in Hawaii. A cash payment to this
generation of Hawaiians 1s no guarantee of that opportunity to
future generations. -

Another issue of great concern to many Hawaiians is, of course,
Kahoolawe. As a Senator and before that, as a Congressman, I have
been concerned about all the Islands of our chain. Kahoolawe became
of particular concern years ago because of complaints from the
resldents of Mauili and from Mayor Cravalho regarding the danger

and the nolse resulting from bombing and naval gunnery practice.




The airlines were also Jjustifiably concerned-because of the
potential danger Navy and Marine flight patterns presented to
commercial carriers. These two problems have been almost completely
resolved. Seldom do we now receive reports of windows breaking

or of dishes being rattled on the shelves. The Navy has been
cooperative 1n achieving these goals. The noise level has been
controlled through the use of noise measuring and control devices
and the bomber flight patterns have been changed to avoid inter-
ference with commercial route traffic.

At that time, I believe there was no Ohana. No one was concerned
about the archaeological sites on Kahoolawe. But suddenly
Kahoolawe became a symbol of major importance. A new movement

was born in Hawaii using, for the first time, the Hawaiian word,
Ohana. With it came a heightened interest in the golden days

of the Hawaiian people and their kingdom.

The record will show that I have never discouraged this movement
though I have repeatedly said that I do not condone violations

of the law. I am a United States Senator and a lawyer and have
sworn an oath to uphold the Constitution and the laws of our
country. This is not to say that I have no sympathy for the views
of the Ohana and others who have espoused civil disobedience to
obtain change. My tactics differ, but I share their objective--
the preservation and return of Kahoolawe.

Some get the impression that little is being done. Those who
are close to me know that in my entire political career, I have
called only two press conferences. I am not a man who seeks the
public limelight feeling, particularly in the case of Kahoolawe,
that I can better conduct my work outside the emotional glare of
T.V. and the press.

But these are the results of my efforts.

Consequent to my discussions with Defense Department officials,
the Navy has agreed to reduce--and eventually phase out--the use
of live explosives on the Island.

Kahoolawe has been opened to archaeological research not once or
twice a year but every month for three to five days at a stretch.
The Navy's decision to work with the State archaeologists has
revealed that Kahoolawe is indeed a most important Island in
Hawailan culture and history. Numerous helaus have been discovered
and recorded. One of the largest basaltic glass factories and the
second largest adze factory known to exist in the Islands have been
uncovered. It is clear from the survey conducted to date that
research on Kahoolawe is opening up new perspective for looking for
evidence of Hawail's ancient culture. And this on an Island that,
until recently, was thought to be little more than a desert.




This is not an impossible situation. The military is presently
doing its best to protect many valuable sites that could be
severely damaged by bombs and gunfire; -~ They are diligently
searching for a site safe enough for the general public‘s access;
a site with safe fishing and swimming and picnic areas and which
will include‘ some of the significant historic sites. '
As you may know, Kahoolawe is presently a dangerous Island It
was used as a target’ area during World War II when munitions were
not as sophisticated as they ae today. Many, many of the bombs
dropped did not detonate. There is no record of how many thousands
of tons, not pounds, but tons of bombs have been used in the assgult
against Kahoolawe since World War II and through the Korean and
Vietnamese conflicts. She is asadly dangerous area to open to the
public at this time. : '

Kahoolawe's history has seen a period of cultural generation, a
period of very limited use, a period of assault and one of concern
and then confrontation and now, I hope,a period of conciliation,

I am pleased to learn of the Ohana's plans to work with the

Navy in a massive tree planting project that may eventually bring
about the Island's regeneration. I sincerely hope that this
intention 1is carried out; that plans are soon drawn up, funds pledged,
and work begun. ' o

My interest in things and problems Hawaiian is not of recent
vintage. The first time that I publicly indicated my concerns
in this areas was in 1954 when I was Majority Leader in the
Territorial House of Representatives. At that time, I expressed

my opinion that it was an insult to the memory of the Hawaiian
people and Kingdom to hold our meetings in the Throne Room of
Iolani Palace. Some of you here today will recall that first
insult to the Hawaiian Kingdom when the notorious Committee of
Safety used the throne room to conduct its business, when the
Hawaiian flag was cut up into 12 pieces so that the Committee
members could have souvenirs of that black day in Hawall's History,
when the Hawaiian flag was taken down. I felt that by meeting in
the throne room,we were continuing that insult and suggested that
sessions be held elsewhere--in a tent on the palace grounds or in
the Armory. Sadly, I was outvoted. I did, however, win one
victory--that the Speaker not sit on the Hawaiian throne but on

a platform lower than the throne. I look forward to the time when
the palace 1s restored, not because of its potential as a tourist
attraction-~I frankly don't care if one tourist ever sets foot in
the palace~~but because I believe that the palace has been too long
desecrated.
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My friends know that I seldom write "letters to the editor".
There-have been two in my career. —The first was to express my
view that King K hameha be the first to be honored by the State
of Hawaii in Statu Hall of our Nation's Capital. Unfortunately, there
was so much bickering among the Hawalian people--some wanted
Kalakaua, other groups preferred Kaahamanu, others Prince Kuhio--
that while they were arguing, Father Damien was chosen. King
Kamehameha became our second choice.

I have advocated for nearly 20 years--but sadly it fell on deaf
ears—--that Hawaiian history and culture be taught in the elementary
and secondary levels of our public schools. Such classes could
convince the young Hawaiian that the negative sterotypes that

have been adopted are false and that he can have ambitions and can
aspire to greatness for he comes from a great and proud background.

The extraordinary voyage made in that first canoce when it was
launched from Tahiti or the Marquesas made Columbus' voyage look
like child's play.

I am glad that the people of Hawail recently duplicated the
Polynesian voyage across the Pacific, but for all the excitment
we can never duplicate that first voyage, 1400 or 1500 years ago.

There is much for the Native Hawaiian to know about himself; the
greatness of his ancestors, his alii, his history, and his _
government. And while the Hawaiian child learns of his heritage,
his non-Hawaiian classmate gains a new appreciation of his Hawaiian
school mate. In the long run, everybody benefits. It seems a
simple proposal yet each administration found some excuse. There
was no funds, no specialized teachers. But all you need 1is one

good teacher to start teaching others. I hope that those of you gathered

here today will do something concrete to get such a program
initiated.

Two years ago, I visited Nanakuli High School, located right in the
middle of Hawaiian Homes land. Over 90 percent of the students

were Hawailan. Yet, their teachers were Chinese, Japanese, haole
and one Filipino. The only Hawailians in evidence were the janitors,
the food service employees, the guards and maintenance crew. There
was no - Hawailan History course except one that the Filipino teacher
offered after school on a voluntary basis. Her text for the class

was James Michener's Hawaii. -

I ask you to imagine how the Hawailian child feels when he sees
the adults of his race cleaning yards, collecting garbage, washing
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dishes--when he sees--that few are teachers, lawyers or doctors,
even 1f all the pursuits are honorable and necessary tasks.

There 1s much to be done and perhaps the simple basic things
are more important than Kahoolawe or reparations. This much
can be done. It must be done before it is too late. You must
convince the young Hawaiian that he was not born a failure.




