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peter a. Defazio
4th District, Oregon

RESOURCES COMMITTEE
SUBCOMMITTEE: 

WATER AND POWER

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE

SUBCOMMITTEES: 
AVIATION 

COAST GUARD AND 
MARITIME TRANSPORTATION 

WATER RESOURCES 
AND ENVIRONMENT, Ranking

(Congress of tfje ^nitei) Stated
House of iRepresentatibes

March 15,2002

PLEASE RESPOND TO: 
□ 2134 Rayburn House Ofc. Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515-3704 
(202) 225-6416

I I 151 West 7th Ave. #400 
Eugene, OR 97401-2649 

(541)465-6732 
1-800-944-9603

□ 125 Central Ave. #350
Coos Bay, OR 97420 

(541)269-2609

□ 612 SE Jackson St. #9
Roseburg, OR 97470 

(541)440-3523

□ www.house.gov/defazio/

The Honorable Larry Combest 
Chairman
House Agriculture Committee
1301 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Charles Stenholm
Ranking Member
House Agriculture Committee
1211 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Combest and Representative Stenholm:

When the House and Senate conference committee convenes on the Farm Bill, we 
strongly urge you to include provisions, which were adopted in the Senate, that will support 
organic research, promotion and production. Specifically, we ask you to include the following 
Senate Farm Bill provisions in the final agreement: Sections 231, 232, 606, 736, 798, 1065 and 
Subtitle F of Title X.

• Sections 231 and 232: Organic Agricultural Trust Fund and Institute—This section would 
provide $45 million dollars specifically for organic research. This innovative proposal 
would allow a comprehensive, integrated research program for organic production to be 
developed, which will provide the clearest research results for the least money.

• Section 606: Value-Added Agricultural Product Market Development Grants—This 
program would assist farmers by encouraging them to process their products, thereby 
increasing revenues for production operations. Five percent of this program is set aside 
for organic producers. .

Section 736: Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative—This section would 
integrate organic production concerns into existing research and extension initiatives in 
consultation with the citizens advisory board for USDA on organic production. It is also 
very important in order to identify existing marketing and policy constraints on the 
expansion of organic agriculture.

Section 798: Rural Policy Research—This section prioritizes farmers using conservation 
practices for new on-farm research and extension programs. Organic farmers typically 
engage in a number of good conservation practices, including advanced crop rotation and 
cover cropping practices. In addition, this section requires the USDA to segregate data 
on organic production, which will allow organic farmers to qualify for a number of 
USDA programs.
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• Section 1065: Organic Certification Cost-Sharing—This section will assist farmers in
paying the cost of certification. A maximum of $500 would be available to each 
operation. (Certification typically costs $500 to well over $1500 depending on the size 
and complexity of the operation).

• Subtitle F of Title X: Voluntary Organic Research and Promotion Marketing Order—This 
allows organic farmers to choose to set up and fund an organic research and promotion 
board using funds collected under existing marketing orders.

Organic agriculture has only recently been defined by USDA, and, as a result, organic 
researchers and producers have typically received very little targeted federal assistance. Even 
though Congress passed the Organic Foods Production Act in 1990, USDA's National Organic 
Program is only this year implementing a final regulation. The 2002 Farm Bill provides a great 
opportunity to help redress existing imbalances in organic research funding and other areas. We 
urge you to support Senate language to enhance organic research, promotion and production.

Sincerely,
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1. Rep. Peter DeFazio
2. Rep. Earl Blumenauer
3. Rep. Tammy Baldwin
4. Rep. Barbara Lee
5. Rep. Patsy Mink
6. Rep. John Olver
7. Rep. Dennis Kucinich
8. Rep. Albert Wynn
9. Rep. Neil Abercrombie
10. Rep. Anna Eshoo
11. Rep. Cynthia McKinney
12. Rep. Mark Udall
13. Rep. David Bonior
14. Rep. Lynn Woolsey
15. Rep. Jay Inslee
16. Rep. John Baldacci
17. Rep. Bob Filner
18. Rep. Bob Clement
19. Rep. David Price


