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KILIAN NAMED YAP LAND COMMISSIONER 
  

The territory's third land commission 
was established last month when High Can- 
missioner Edward Johnston appointed J. 
Michael Kilian to the post of acting sen- 
for land commissioner for 1ap.. Kilian 
now has the gigantic job of organizing 
the necessary staff and land registration 
teams to determine and register ownership 
or Yap’s estimated 200,000 individual 

T en of land. Although Yap has the 
smallest population of any district in 
Micronesia, it has the highest percentage 
of privately owned land. 

Kilian had been serving for the past 
year as Yap land management officer. ? Be-- 
fore that, he spent two years as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Yap, much of the time 
as acting land officer. He holds degrees 
in law and political science from the Uni- 
versity of Washington. 

Yap District Administrator Leonard A- 
guigui named Francis Defngin to serve as 
acting land management officer until a 
permanent réplacement for Kilian can be 
recruited. Defngin is special assistant 
to the distad at present, and has served 
in the past on both the district survey 
board and the district land advisory board. 

Recruitment is now underway for Micro- 
nesian assistant land commissioners to 
serve with the three senior land commis- 
sicners already at work (Kilian in Yap, 
James B. Johnson in the Marianas, and May- 
nard Neas in Truk). The organization of 

nd commissions for Palau, Ponape and 
ne Marshalls is expected in the near fu- 

ture, according to Paul D. Dennis, chief 
of lands and surveys. 

   

FAcc HD tlm Al %33 

  

    
    

| 

    

> a 
FIGST. PROPERTY PLAT: completed: under the 
cadaster project is approved by Paul Den- 
nis, seated, chief of lands and surveys, 
and Ron Perry, territorial surveyor. The 
approved map came from the Ponape land 
office. (See story on page 3). 

MICROFILMING BEGINS 
  

Ten-thousand dollars worth of micro- 
filming equipment has been installed in 
the Marianas district land office as part 
of the cadaster project. The equipment, 
which will serve all six districts, was 
brought to Saipan by Asia Mapping, Inc., 
which has a contract with the Trust Ter- 
ritory government to translate and micro- 
film Japanese land records. 

According to the terms of the contract, 
which was signed in early March, at least 
20,000 Japanese land documents will be 
microfilmed, according to priorities es- 
tablished by the chief of lands and sur- 
veys. The contract provides for trans- 

(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

lation of 18,000 documents. Asia Mapping 

is also obligated to provide training to 

government employes in the use of micro- 

filming equipment. 

Lindy T. Hosogi has been named project 

manager for Asia Mapping's Saipan opera- 

tion, and heads a staff of three who will 

be working in Saipan for the next few 

months. 

though some fear has been voiced by 

Micronesian leaders that research into old 

records will result in the government 

claiming even more of Micronesia'’s land 

to be in the public domain, this is not 

necessarily true, according to Paul Dennis, 

chief of lands and surveys. In many cases, 

translation of Japanese documents may well 

support the claims of private citizens 

that they were never paid for land suppos- 

edly sold by them to the Japanese. In any 

case, the translation and research should 

lead to settling of many long-lasting land 

disputes. 

  

ASIA MAPPING Project Manager Lindy T. 
Hosogi, right, shows microfilm equipment 
to Manuel Sablan, translator for the 
Marianas land office. 
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PROGRESS NOTES 

The accelerated Land Cadaster Program is now three months old. Sometimes it 

seems that progress never develops as fast as one would like, but | feel this 

program is making more headway than most of us really expected in the first 

phases. The cooperation we have received from the district administrators and 

other district personnel has been an important contributing factor to this pro- 
gress. We sincerely appreciate the support. 

Our progress reports show the primary survey control is approximately 70 per- 

cent completed; the secondary or supplemental control 40 percent completed; and 
property surveys are being submitted for review and approval from Ponape and the 

Marianas. 

With land commissions now established in Yap and Truk, those two districts 
join the Marianas in the all-important ownership determination phase of the ca- 

daster project. Once the other three land commissions are set up, we will move 

even faster in this area. 

The arrival of new equipment for microfilming land records, as well as so- 
phisticated new survey equipment, means we are enlisting the aid of modern tech- 

nology in the cadaster project. As this equipment becomes a part of our opera- 

tion, the pace of progress will undoubtedly increase. 
| look forward to even greater progress in the next three months. © 

Paul D. Dennis


