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KILIAN NAMED YAP IAND COMMISSIONER

The territory's third land commission
was established last month when High Cam-
nissioner Edward Johnston appointed J.
Michael Kilian to the post of acting sen-
ior land commissioner for ¥ap,. Kilian
now has the gigantic job of organizing
the necessary staff and land registration
teams to determine and register ownership

or Yap's estimated 200,000 individual
‘arcels of land. Although Yap has the
smallest population of any district in
Micronesia, it has the highest percentage
of privately owned land.

Kilian had been serving for the past
year as Yap land management officer. ! Be-
fore that, he spent two years as a Peace
Corps volunteer in Yap, much of the time
as acting land officer. He holds degrees
in law and political science from the Uni-
versity of Washington.

Yap District Administrator ILeonard A-
guigui named Francis Defngin to serve as
acting land management officer until a
permanent réplacement for Kilian can be
recruited. Defngin is special assistant
to the distad at present, and has served
in the past on both the district survey
board and the district land advisory board.

Recruitment is now underway for Micro-
nesian assistant land commissioners to
serve with the three senior land commis-
sicners already at work (Kilian in Yap,
James B. Johnson in the Marianas, and May-
nard Neas in Truk). The organization of

nd commissions for Palau, Ponape and
he Marshalls is expected in the near fu-
ture rding to Paul D. Demnis, chief
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ELRST, PROPERTY PLAT. completed: undsr: the

cadaster project is approved by Paul Den-
nis, seated, chief of lands and surveys,
and Ron Perry, territorial surveyor. The
approved map came from the Ponape land
office. (See story on page 3).

MICROFIIMING BEGINS

Ten-thousand dollars worth of micro-
filming equipment has been installed in
the Marianas district land office as part
of the cadaster project. The equipment,
which will serve all six districts, was
brought to Saipan by Asis, Mspping, Inc.,
which has a contract with the Trust Ter-
ritory government to translste and micro-
film Japanese land records.

According to the terms of the contract,
which was signed in early March, at least
50,000 Japanese land documents will be
microfilmed, according to priorities es-
tablished by the chief of lands and sur-
veys. The contract provides for trans-
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