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Congress of the United States

{Housge of Representatives
TWashington, DE 20515

March 31, 2003

The Honorable Ralph Regula The Honorable David Obey

Chairman Ranking Member

Appropriations Subcommittee Appropriations Subcommittee
Labor-HHS and Education Labor-HHS and Education

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Jerry Lewis The Honorable John Murtha

Chairman Ranking Member

Appropriations Subcommittee Appropriations Subcommittee
Defense Defense

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regula, Ranking Member Obey, Chairman Lewis, Ranking Member Murtha:

Prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed non-skin cancer in America. One in six men is
at risk of prostate cancer in his lifetime. If a man’s close relative has prostate cancer, his risk of
the disease more than doubles. Further, the burden of this disease disproportionately affects
African American men, who have the highest prostate cancer incidence and mortality rates in the
world. Health experts note an increase of prostate cancer among the nation’s veterans who were
exposed to defoliants.

This year, the American Cancer Society estimates that 220,900 American men will be diagnosed
with prostate cancer and nearly 29,000 men will die from the disease. Federal funding for
prostate cancer research has accounted, on average, for only 7 percent of the nation’s annual
cancer research budget, while prostate cancer has been responsible for nearly 16 percent of all
new cancer cases and about 10 percent of cancer deaths in men. Most important, the federal
effort falls short of what is needed to save men’s lives.

As Congress considers appropriations for fiscal year 2004, we strongly urge that federal funding
for prostate cancer research increase and further steps are taken to ensure accountability among
the agencies that conduct this research. To wage an effective fight against this devastating
disease, we request that the Appropriations Committee take the following steps:
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Require the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the National Cancer Institute (NCI)
to submit a comprehensive budget for its FY04-FY08 prostate cancer investment
strategy. Without proper funding and a budget attachment, there is insufficient
accountability to guarantee prostate cancer research continues to grow and new
researchers are attracted to the field. To achieve this, provide NIH with a sufficient
increase in funding to ensure researchers fully capitalize on advancements made in recent
years and that research does not regress.

Increase FY04 funding for the Department of Defense’s (DOD) Congressionally Directed
Medical Research Program for prostate cancer to at least $100 million and maintain
sufficient funding for the intramural prostate cancer research program at Walter Reed
Army Hospital.

We ask you to join us in making prostate cancer research, awareness, and early detection a
national health care priority by ensuring that adequate resources are available for the NIH and
DOD prostate cancer programs.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and your leadership in the area.

-

Sincerely,

herrod Brown Peter King
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