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CHC blames crisis:

More patients unable
to pay bills, says CHC

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
THE TOUGH economic times is
partly to be blamed for the esti-
mated $5 million worth of receiv-
ables uncollected from hospital
customers, along with an inad-
equate accounting and financial
management information system,
the Department of Public Health
disclosed.

Health Secretary Joseph Kevin
Villagomez said the government
has been taking the burden of
paying for hospital patients’ bills
when they are short of finances.
He stressed the problem of col-
lecting from patients has become
more apparent due to the current
economic crisis that has been
hounding the CNMI for months.

He added that the Common-
wealth Health Center cannot
refuse any patient who is in dire
need of medical attention regard-
less of whether he is able to pay or
not.

“One of the issues you need to
be aware of —especially intough

Joseph Kevin Villagomez

economic times —is we can have
the best system in place but if
people cannot pay, what can we
do?” Villagomez said.

CHC’s annual operating ex-
penses averages $28 million,
while actual revenue collection
only averages $10 million.

“Ithas been estimated that some
$5 million is probably lost be-
cause of these, butthe figure could
be more. But the thing is, we
cannot refuse anybody, we have
to take care of them,” Villagomez

said.

The health official added that
DPH has issued a request for in-
formation (RFI) on May 7, and is
also set to issue request for pro-
posal (RFP), for the establish-
ment of an integrated information
system for a more efficient col-
lection system, and to be able to
unburden the hospital from un-
collected receivables.

Such plan is aimed at decreas-
ing—ifnottotally eliminating —
CHC’s 100 percent dependence
on government subsidy in the
long-run.

Inareport, DPH said the lack of
integrated hospital information
system has resulted in poor gen-
eration of revenue, lack of stan-
dard statistical and financial tools
with which to measure or monitor
performance, and lack of basic
information to analyze cost of
services.

Because of this, CHC may be
charging services at an inappro-
priate rate, probably below re-
covery rate, the report added.

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
COMMONWEALTH Ports
Authority is expecting to save
$600,000 from the proposed
privatization of Saipan Interna-
tional Airport’s control tower, it
was learned over the weekend.

CPA executivedirector Carlos
H. Salas disclosed that the Fed-
eral Aviatiori Administration
(FAA) has included Saipan
airport’s contro} tower in its list
where aircraft traffic is good.

Salas said this would eventu-
allyunburden CPA of additional
expenses in maintaining the con-
trol tower which now have at
least 10 traffic controllers.

He added that Guam has only
seven air traffic controllers. If
privatization of the Saipan con-
trol tower pushes through, CPA
would be negotiating for the re-
tention of some of its former
controllers.

Those who will not be retained
by the private company which
will take over the control tower
will have to be absorbed by the
ports authority, according to
Salas.

Saipan airport control
tower to be privatized

But even so, this would mean
additional savings for CPA since
it would no longer shoulder the
salary of at least seven air traffic
controllers who are previously in
the agency’s payroll.

“We will realize at least
$600,000 in total savings if the
control tower will be finally con-
tracted out by October,” he said,
addingthatdiscussions with FAA
officials are now underway.

Financial consultant Rex
Palacios asked if it would be pos-
sible for the FAA to shoulder the
expenses and tap CPA as the con-
tractor of the control tower in-
stead of contracting it out to a
private company since this would
also mean additional income for
the ports authority.

But Salas said doing so may
force FAA to sole-source the
privatization efforts which runs
in contrast with the federal
government’s existing policies on
bidding out and choosing the best
offer.

“FAA has to conduct bidding
for the privatization. If it will be
givento CPA, that would already
be sole-sourcing,” he pointed out.

Taiwan

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
A TAIWAN-based magazine is
set to highlight the beaches and
other tourist spots here for its
June issue, adevelopment which
local tourism officials believe
will give the CNMI additional
exposure as a prime tourist des-

magazine shoots in NMI

tination for Chinese nationais.

The Marianas Visitors Author-
ity (MVA) said the China Times
Weekly, the most popular model-
ling magazine in Taiwan, is cur-
rently shooting at Saipan, Rota
and Tinian for a swimsuit issue of
the publication.

The shootings use CNMI

beaches, boats, and other sites as
background.

“It’s an extra exposure for
CNMI. This is part of the first
familiarization tour we had early
this year when we brought travel
writers here. Through that, they
get to see the island and appreci-
ate it,” said MVA managing di-

rector Perry Tenorio.

The 10-man team from Tai-
wan includes a photographer,
writer, and models.

Gina S. George, MVA mar-
keting specialist, said the Tai-
wan group is set to pack up on
May 26 after eight days of

Continued on page 9
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‘working women

now travel
less, says JAL

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
WHILE the old age and chil-
drentravels among Japanese are
showing positive signs, the seg-
ment of young working women
is seemingly declining, accord-
ing toJapan Airlines, asiturged
tourist destinations abroad to
bear this trend in mind for their
various promotions,

The CNMI’s prime tourism
market remains to be Japan.

“Among our greatest worries
right now is that younger trav-
elers, particularly working
women, are not traveling as of-
ten as they did,” said JAL.

The airline company stressed
these Japanese women still have
the desire to travel and enough
money for such purpose but they
have started to concernthemselves
with worries about their future.

*(Of particular) concern is job
security as their position is the
most vulnerable in severe eco-
nomic conditions. Many young
women are adopting more tra-
ditional attitudes towards life.”
said JAL, adding that the marked
depreciation of the yen damp-
ened these Japanese’ desire to
go shopping abroad.

JAL noted that this downward
trend of young travelers derives
not only from economic prob-
lems but a fundamental shift in
their travel pattern. Their pur-
pose of overseas travel has dras-
tically diversified as well as be-
come focused.

“For some Japanese, travel
would seem to me a mere tool to
achieve their purpose in going
abroad. And once they fulfill

Continued on page 13
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CPA may exceed its
revenue projections

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE COMMONWEALTH Ports
Authority is expecting to exceed
by $1.9 million its projected rev-
enues for the current fiscal year
because of the strict implementa-
tion of austerity measures start-
ing last month, it was learned.

CPA executive director Carlos
H. Salassaid initial indication point
to the possibility of the ports au-
thority being able to generate addi-
tional $1.9 million above the pro-
jected income for fiscal year 1999.

Salas said however that CPA
management is keeping a close
look atthe trend during this month
in orderto determine whether pro-
jections are on track or there may
be need to adjust expenditures.

“Appropriate adjustments will
be made in order to curb over-
estimation or over spending
should revenue collection falls
short of the projected income,” he
told members of the CPA Board
of Directors Friday.

Salas said CPA management will
come up with recommendations
based on the figures generated by
the ports authority’s operations of
its airports and harbors.

He earlier expressed concerns
CPA may not be able to meet its
seaport bond indenture require-
ments despite a slight increase in
revenues for the next fiscal year
and a 12 percent reduction on

expenses.

Officials said current revenue
projections for FY 2000 may ap-
pear toorosy and unrealistic while
also noting the possibility of the
ports authority being able toreal-
ize its projected earnings.

CPA has frozen salary in-
creases, stopped overtime, re-
duced manpower hours by eight
hoursevery pay period and slashed
health benefits by S0 percent. This
measure was implemented begin-
ning April 1, 1999.

The ports authority expects that
salaries and benefits will be
trimmed by more than 10 percent
and 17 percent respectively dur-
ing the FY 2000. With the excep-
tion of personnel costs, commu-
nication and utilities, operating
expenses will plunge by 15 per-
cent.

However, CPA is still unlikely
to meet its 1:25:1 debt coverage
ratio requirement. This is the ra-
tio of operating income to the
summation of interestexpense and
revenue bond principal payment.

CPA is assuming to debt ser-
vice the bond of $2.547 million
which includes $425,000 princi-
pal payment and $2.122 interest
payment.

CPA comptroller Dave
Demapan had been consistent in
saying that the operating income
cannot meet the debt coverage
requirement.

HANMI, CDA back
tax incentive bill

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE HOUSE Committee on
Ways and Means will attempt to
consolidate the tax legislation
for the Free Trade Zones with
Rep. Heinz S. Hofschneider’s
(R-Prec. 3, Saipan) tax incentive
bill, which has been endorsed by
the Commonwealth Develop-
ment Authority, the Hotel Asso-
ciation of Northern Mariana Is-
lands and the Department of
Commerce.

Ways and Means Chair Karl
T. Reyes (R-Prec. 1, Saipan), in
an interview Thursday, said the
committee is expected to meet
tomorrow and  discuss
Hofschneider’s H.B. 11-394,
which HANMI President Ron
D. Sablan describes as “amethod
toencourageeconomic growth.”

In a letter to Reyes, Sablan
said the bill would promote the
needs of the CNMI as it pro-
poses that the government and
the private sector “work hand in
hand.”

Sablan said the bill aims to
convince business to invest in
the CNMI, but without giving
them “sweetheart deals.”

Thebill, he added, would lower
the cost of doing business in the
CNMI during the first few years

Karl T. Reyes

of operations by lowering an
investor’s potential taxes.

Sablan said even if an investor
pays reduced taxes, the tax base
will actually increase because new
businesses will be encouraged to

move to the CNMIL

“The investments that will be
made as a result of this [bill’s
enactment] will increase employ-
ment and positively impact other
business thereby having a muiti-
plier effect on the economy,” he
said.

Sablan, however, describes as
“difficult” the bill’s proposed re-
quirement that employers who
want to avail of the tax incentives
should have a workforce that is at
least 40 percent local.

He said the requirement may

Ron D. Sablan

even be “impossible” to meet.

Inthe hotel industry, he added,
the majority of workers perform
duties that “traditionally have
not been attractive” to locals.

Sablan said an exemption
should be made for businesses
“that make good faith efforts to
recruit [residents] but are un-
successful.”

Inseparate letters, CDA Chair
Juan S. Tenorio and Commerce
Secretary Frankie B. Villanueva
also expressed support for the
bill’s intent.

“Establishing a program of
attracting [new] capital...by en-
hancing the return on invest-
ments through [reducing] vari-
ous taxes would set our commu-

Continued on page 22
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By Eric F. Say

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — Superior Court
Judge Joaquin Manibusan last
week ordered the Republican
Party to reimburse Democrat
Gov. Carl T.C. Gutierrez and
Lt. Gov. Madeline Z. Bordallo
for the costs incurred by the
latter in defending the election
fraud case filed by the Ada/
Camacho team.

Manibusan’s order will cost
Republican candidates Joseph
Ada and Felix Camacho
$84,000.

The order came as a result of
the dismissal of the election

Joseph Ada

fraud complaint which the court
had described as “baseless and

wholly unsupported.”

The Guam law provides that
the person who contests anelec-
tion shall bear the costs of the
defendant if results of thatelec-
tion are confirmed.

Manibusan confirmed the re-
sults of the November 98 elec-
tion last Feb. 16 after hearing
the case for 16 days.

During that trial Manibusan
found that the Ada/Camacho
team was only able to prove
eight persons cast illegal bal-
lots in the election not the thou-
sands that they alleged in their
complaint against Gutierrez and
Bordallo.

Guam Republicans told to pay

Carl T.C. Gutierrez

This was the firstelection pro-
test case since the Organic Act

of Guam was established 49
years ago.

In his concluding ‘remarks
Manibusan wrote, “an elec-
tion case is an extraordinary
action, and parties should not
be allowed to file challenges
to an election without a sound
basis for doing so. The Court
finds that -there should be
some deterrent in place from
parties challenging the results
of an election, and thus re-
quiring the unsuccessful con-
testant to bear the costs rea-
sonable incurred by a defen-
dant in defending against a
contested case is appropriate.
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Police takes ‘careful
approach on cases

By Rene P. Acosta”

Variety News Staff
THE POLICE sometimes cannot
dispose a case quickly because
they take time building evidence
withutmost care, a police official
said.

Major R.B. Camacho said the
police have been consistently care-
ful in gathering evidence for any
crime committed, which explains
why sometimes cases drag for a
longer period.

He said the police want to make
sure that when a case is filed
through the attorney general’s of-
fice, it has a leg to stand on and
that it will result in conviction.

Camacho, operations chief of
the Department of Public Safety,
said the police often encounter
problems while building strong
and solid evidence, butthey per-

severe until such time that they
have it. :

Camacho added that the police
do not want to work hastily in the
gathering of evidence especially
on very complex cases. Other-
wise, it may just result in dis-
missal bythe court, Camacho said.

“We do not want to file cases

which are half-cooked. We want.
~ to make sure that it will work out

in court,” Camacho said.

The official, however, said the
police will not succeed in its mis-
sion if it will be left to work alone
without the community support.

He said that’s the reason why
DPS is encouraging the public to
help by providing the police with
tips.

Crime-fighting can be best ex-
ecuted if the community works
with the police, Camacho said.

N idn’t get your paper today?

On Saipan call. (670) 234-6341 « 7578 « 9797
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PSS: No money to pay retirees

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
A Public School System (PSS)
official said Friday the agency
has still no money to pay the 30-
percent retirement bonus for em-
ployees who retired in December
1998.

Bill Matson, acting PSS fiscal
and budget officer, made the an-
nouncement following com-
plaints from several retirees who
alleged that PSS had used their
retirement benefits for other pur-
poses.

Matson clarified that PSS De-
cemberretirees have notreceived

theirretirement bonus because the
agency does not have sufficient
money.

“The law says that we can pay
them the 30 percent retirement
bonus if we have the money. If
we could not afford to pay them,
the Retirement Fund and/or the
Department of Finance will sup-
posedly pay the bonus,” Matson
said.

The retirees, Matson said, have
already received their final pay,
lumpsum annual leave and every-
thing that PSS has to pay them
except the retirement bonus.

PSS, however,could not prom-

Bill Matson

ise its former employees when
the bonus may finally be released.

Elameto: Brmg back cultural pride

Marian A. Maraya

Variety News Staff
TANAPAG Elementary School
Principal Jesus Elameto ex-
pressed concern about what
described as the present
generation’s disregard for the
indigenous Chamorroand Caro-
linian culture.

Elameto cited the inability of
the indigenous youth populace
to speak Carolinian and
Chamorro language as symp-

Tanapag Elementary School students perform contemporary dance
number during the Cultural Day activity over the weekend.

Photo by Maria C. Alonso

tomatic of a culture problem.
Elameto, citing discussions he
has had with the student’s parents,
said a source of the problem is a
school policy requiring the use of
the English language in campus.
Elameto said he now realizes
that the schools made a mistake
when it imposed this policy as
mandatory for all students.
Asaresult, he said, the students
have developed an attitude to-
wardstreating the native language

as inferior to that of the English
one.

“We still have toidentify our-
selves as indigenous Chamorro
and Carolinian peoples. Some
of us leave and get educated in
the states where speaking
english is important. But wher-
ever we go, we take our heri-
tage with us; we are still the
same so we should not forget to
speak our own language,” said
Elameto.

The TES, on Saturday held a
cultural day.

“Kids don’t think it’s im-
portant. They only look at it as
entertainment and dancing.

“But we are hopeful that it
will revive and rekindle the in-
terest and the motivation of the
children to learn more about
the language and make use of
it,” Elameto stated.

Guest speakers from the De-
partment of Community and
Cultural Affairs, the Language
Commission, the Public School
System, the Office of Indig-
enous Affairs, the media, and
the Northern Marianas College
were also present to tell stu-
dentsonthe siginficance of cul-
ture in the week-long activity.

NMHC eyes $4M from homes sale

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE NORTHERN Marianas
Housing Corporation is expect-
ing to get $3 million to $4 million
with the sale of 51 of 52 Sugar
King housing units.

NMHC Corporate Dlrector
MaryLou Ada said their consult-
ant has been doing an appraisal
report before the 51 units will be
up for sale in the open market.

“These units will be sold upon
the completion of the appraisal
report because we want to be sure
we're getting a fair share for the
houses that we will be selling,”
said Ada, in an interview, Friday.

Ada said during Thursday’s

meeting, the NMHC board in-
structed the agency’s credit and
mortgage division to begin the
announcement that they are now
accepting applications, during a
meeting, Thursday.

The corporate director ex-
plained that like the Koblerville
subdivision project, the sale will
be done on alottery system for the
qualified first-time homeowners.

Ada said the NMHC board
asked the consultant to speed up
the appraisal report.

Tenants have already vacated
the 51 units after NMHC sent
them notices to leave the pre-
mises.

Of the 52 units, one is not for

MarylLou Ada

sale as it is reserved for the police
substation which is currently oc-
cupying a unit.

Taiwan .
Continued from page 6

shooting here.

“The magazine will give the
CNMI four pages of exposure
through editorial or a travel re-
port, and 28 pages of photographs

of spots and swimsuits here,” said
George.

CTW has a 250,000 circulation
and a readership profile of 18 to
45 years old.

“We get visitors from Taiwan
and this is one way to expose the
CNMI to that country,” Tenorio
added.

MV A records show that the fis-
cal year-to-date arrival from Tai-
wan is pegged at 2,326, an eight
percent decline from the previous
fiscal year during the same pe-
riod.

The team’s arrival into the
CNMIis made possible by MVA,
Continental Micronesia and PIC.

In the proposed fiscal year
2000 budget request submitted
by PSS to the Governor’s Of-
fice, the payment for retirement

bonus as well as the funding for
Sinapalo, Kagman and Dandan
schocls are not included in the
package.
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This oceanfront all-suite hotel is located in Chalan
Kanoa next to Townhouse Department Store behind
Computer Land. Spacious one,
bedroom suites are luxuriously furnished with full
kitchens. For more information and reservations, call

two and three

P.0. Box 87 CK, Saipan, MP 96950
Tel.: (670) 234-3203 - Fax: (670) 235-3203
E-mail: eucon@saipan.com

We are now taking enroliments
for next year
in K-3 to grade 8.

For more information,
Please call the school office at

234-3203

or drop by and fill out an
application form.
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Hopwood Jr. High holds

teacher appreciation day

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE PARENTS Teachers Asso-
ciation of Hopwood Junior High
School will hold a Teachers Ap-
preciation event at the Pacific Is-
lands Club today to celebrate and
reflect on the services made by
the public school teachers inedu-
cating the CNMI youth.

The appreciationday will focus

on the outstanding contributions
that teachers and non-teaching
staff made to the entire education
community.
" According to teacher Joseph
Connoly of Hopwood, the best
advice thathe can give to students
is the essence of life- long learn-
ing which is to try and compre-
hend the practice of peace, love,
discipline and tolerance.

Other teachers in Hopwood be-
lieve that learning should not be
confined in the classroom alone.
They also believe that no student
is a failure.

Julieta Cunanan, one of the se-
nior teachers in Hopwood said
aside from doctors and priests,

teaching is the most noble, fulfill-
ing and challenging profession.

*“Our profession not only in-
volves our mental and physical
skills but most importantly, it in-
volves our emotions and spirit
towards molding young people,”
Cunanan said.

The teachers appreciation ac-
tivity is set to boost the teachers’
morale since it was reported that
NMI teachers are suffering from
low morale due to budget insta-
bility in the Public School Sys-
tem.

Hopwood PTA President Esther
Muhia said the community should
also recognize the exceptional
teachers in the Commonwealth
and realize that there is a great
deal of work done on Saipan’s
lone public junior high school.

“We all know the problems that
teachers are facing since our eco-
nomic slump. We want to show
these teachers that we appreciate
what they are doing for our chil-
dren and especially being patient
with us during these hard times,”
Muiia said.

~ The Around the Islands section covers community stories, -
focal events, and cultural activities. Should you havea

_ story you would fike to share, or an event that needs to
be covered, contact Lalla at 246341

Young students from WSRES perform the traditional Carolinian Stick Dance during Cultural Day activities
last Friday at the Chalan Kanoa campus.

Photo by Maria C. Alonso
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By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
TO STRENGTHEN its leader-
ship in the local hotel industry,
Hyatt Regency Saipan is gearing
uptowidenits marketreach where
it plans to tap other countries in
the Asian region.

The marketing strategy was
conceived after new managers
went on-board in the hotelled by
Business Development Director
Ken Kaku and Food and Bever-
age Manager Adrian Slater.

However, Kaku admitted that
Japan still measures the most im-
portant market share of Hyatt Re-
gency Saipan.

“Saipan is not in the position to
bring more businesses at the mo-
ment. But Japan is the most im-
portant market that we should fo-
cus on. But the market is limited
because we can see the (airline)
seats (from Japan) going to
Saipan,” Kaku said.

The new business development
director however cited Korea as
the second most important tour-
ism market on Saipan, especially
with the new direct flights being
manned by the Asiana Airlines

Hyatt widens market reach

which could help boost the mar-
ket strategy for Korean busi-
nesses.

Kaku said the Hongkong- Tai-
wan market is growing slowly so
the hotel already set a necessary
action dealing with its alliance in
different travel agencies.

“Interms of investment returns,
we are not spending as much as in
Japanese and Korean markets. But
we need to allocate some money
to spend in the Hongkong-Tai-
wan market,” Kaku added.

The local community has seen
major innovations in the Hyatt
Regency, specifically with the
presence of Slateras the new F&B
manager.

Since Slater took his current
post, Gilligans in Hyatt with its
Marpac partnership has conducted
different thematic nights such as
the Pajama Party, Cinco De Mayo
and Retro Night.

Slater, who used to work in
differentHyattbranches in Dubai,
Perth and Auckland said that
maximizing every opportunities
helped him in overcoming diffi-
culties to promote the hotel due to
the present economic slump.

By Louie C. Alonso

Variely News Staff
THE SPECIAL Education Pro-
gram of the Public School Sys-
tem will soon allow involve-
mentof regular classroom teach-
ers in the individualized educa-
tion program (IEP) of special
education students in the CNMI.

The new amendment in the
policy is in line with the new
Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (IDEA) which will be
implemented by PSS in July.

The amendments provide that
each IEP team include at least

PSS to implement teacher
involvement in program

one of the student’s regularedu-
cation teachers if the child is or
may be participating in the regu-
lar education environment.

It was clarified in the new
regulations that attendance of
regulareducation teachers at IEP
meetings will be determined on
a case to case basis to be less
time consuming,.

The new policy states that the
teacher would participate in dis-
cussions about the child’s in-
volvement and progress in the
general curriculum and partici-

Continued on page 22
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Graduating students march to the stage during the Northern Marianas College’s commencement exercises

held at the American Memorial Park the other day.

Photo by Rene P. Acosta

‘Don’t stop learning,’
Guerrero urges grads

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
A BANK of Guam official chal-
lenged the new batch of College
graduates to take on their new-
found responsibility and help in
the economic rebuilding of the
islands.

Jesus S. Leon Guerrero, Bank
of Guam’s Chairman of the Board,
said that with the US government
bent on taking control of the labor
and immigration, the travel in-
dustry down and the garment
industry in trouble, there is an
“enormous” task waiting for the

new graduates.

Guerrero spoke during the com-
mencement exercises for more
than 100 students who graduated
from the Northern Marianas

College, earning various associ-

ate degrees, as well as those who
have gone through Adult High
School, General Educational De-
velopment, and the outbound pro-
gram where 17 of them finished
the bachelor’s degree in elemen-
tary education at the Guam Uni-
versity.

The ceremony was held on Sat-
urday at the American Memo-

-

rial Park.

Guerrero congratulated the new
batch but said they should not
stop learning since they were still
on the beginning of a new stage.

“Don’t stop now, this is not
the end of learning,” he said.

He shared some points on how
the new graduates can flourish
in the career they want to under-
take.

First, they should search for a
career where they will be happy.
Second, he said, they should
choose a job that will improve
not only theirs but also the lives
of many.

Third, they should study and
learn more about the career they
want.

Fourth and fifth, they should
work hard and always keep God.

The graduationexercises were
attended mostly by the students
relatives and friends.

High court: No rehearing
for Arriola land dispute

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE CNMI Supreme Court has
denied a request to re-hear a
1994 civil case in connection
with a land ownership dispute
involving the Arriola clans.

“This court is not convinced
that it has overlooked or misap-
prehended a point of law or fact
in its opinion,” said the high
tribunal’sdecision signed by act-
ing Chief Justice Miguel
Demapan, and Justices Pro Tem
Timothy Bellas and Marty W.
K. Taylor.

The land at issue involves
some 751 square meters in
Chalan Kanoa and was disputed
in court between Ernesto C.
Arriola, administrator for Justino
estate, and Maximo T. Arriola
(Justino’s brother).

The trial court ruled that
Maximo’s certificate of title is
not supported by evidence an
therefore, void. :

Declaring that the Justinoes-
tate is the rightful owner of the
southern half of the lot, the
Superior Court ordered the es-
tate to pay $500,000 restitution
to Maximo for the building he
constructed on the land.

Maximo appealed the case to
the high court.

Last April 28, the Supreme
Court reversed the trial court’s
decision and remanded the case
to the lower court for further
proceedings consistent with its
(high tribunal) opinion.

The high tribunal said
Maximo’s certificate of title
that was issued by the Mariana

Continued on page 22
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UNION*

Commitment (note 8) .

o UNION BANK OF CALIFORNIA, N.A.
BANK OF
CALIFORNIA Statements of Condition
December 31, 1998 and 1997
Consolidated Balance Sheets
December 31
(Dollars in thousands) 1997 1998
Assets
Cash and due from banks $ 2,541,699 $2,135,380
Interest bearing deposit in bank 633,421 209,568
Federal funds sold sccurities purchased under resale agreements 24335 333,530
Total cash and cash equivalents 3,199,455 2,678,478
Trading account assets 394 313 267,718
Securities available for sale 2,538,386 3,638,532
Securities held to maturity (market value: 1997, $193,115; 1998, $163,244) 188,775 160,513
Loans {net of allowance for credit losses: 1997, $451,692; 1998, §459,328). 22,289,716 23,836,783
Duc from customers on acceptances 773,339 489,480
Premises and equipment, net 406,299 421,091
Other assets 794,982 783,721
Total assets $30,585.265 $32,276,316
Liabilities
Domestic deposits:
Noninterest bearing $ 8,574,515 $ 9,919,316
Interest bearing 12,666,458 12,609,565
Foreign deposits:
Noninterest bearing 275,029 260,089
Interest bearing 1,780,372 1,718,909
Total deposits 23,296,374 24,507,879
Federal funds purchased and sccuritics sold under repurchase agreements 1,335,884 1,307,744
Commercial paper 966,575 1,444,745
Other borrowed funds 476,010 331,165
Acceptances outstanding 773,339 489,480
Other liabilities 709,784 839,059
Subordinated capital notes 348.000 298.000
Total liabilities 27.905.966 29,218,072
Commitments and contingencies
Shareholders’ Equity
Preferred stock:
Authorized 5,000,000 shares, no shares issued or outstanding at
December 31, 1997 or 1998
Common stock—no stated value: T T
Authorized 300,000,000 shares, issued 174,917,674 shares in 1997
and 175,259,919 shares in 1998 1,714,209 1,725,619
Retained eamings 957,662 1,314,915
Accumulated other comprehensive income 7.428 17,710
Total sharcholders’ equity 2,679,299 3,058,244
Total liabilities and sharcholders’ equity $30,585.265 $32,276.316
UNION BANK - SAIPAN BRANCH
BALANCE SHEETS
December 31, 1998 1997
Assets
Cash and due from banks $ 3,508,030 $ 4,167,312
Loans (note 3) 57,198,465 58,519,106
Accrued interest receivable 138,222 190,233
Other assets 9,176 345,476
Due from Head Office (note 5) 42,794,001 49,780,665
Premises and equipment (note 4) 239.555 320.677
Total assets $103,887.449 $113,323.469
Liabilities
Deposits:
Demand $27,505,394 $31,618,254
Savings 32,286,900 37,185,146
Time, $100,000 and over 32,218,312 32,691,638
Time, under $100,000 11,537,313 11,198,548
Total deposits $103,547.919 $112,693.586
Accrued interest payable 333,200 619,043
Other liabilities 6,330 10,840

Total liabilities 103,887,449

Banking, Dcpartment of and Labor, Capitol Hill, Saipan

The audit reports of Union Bank of California, N.A. is available for public review at the Office of the Director

$113,323,459

CK, Susupe power
projects expedited

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
WITH most needed equipment
already on the island, Common-
wealth Utilities Corp. (CUC) Ex-
ecutive Director Timothy
Villagomez, on Friday, said he
expects the Chalan Kanoa and
Susupe power project to be fin-
ished soon.

At the same time, Villagomez
said an ongoing water drilling
projectin Mt. Tapuchaois “doing
pretty good.”

“The equipment are on island
so it will be done faster,” said
Villagomez.

Villagomez has earlier said con-
gestion and right-of-way prob-
lems are hampering efforts to in-
stallanew powersystemin Chalan
Kanoa and Susupe.

He also added that the presence
of atleast three schools in the area
is reducing work time for the
project.

Efforts to upgrade the aging
electricity system in Chalan
Kanoa and Susupe started late
last year.

Accordingto Villagomez, some

600to 1,000 poles will have to be
putuptoreplace existing old ones
andupgrade the area’s power sys-
tem.

“We are putting all the poles up
and we are hoping toputin all the
lines within the next couple of
weeks. The materialsare all here,”
said Villagomez.

The project, according to him,
*is about 30 percent done.”

Inarelateddevelopment, atleast
three water wells are currently
being drilled on Mt. Tapuchao.

The utility agency plans tohave
at least 10 wells drilled at the site
to augment water supply in
Garapan, Chinatown, Navy Hill
and Sadog Tase.

The Tapuchao water project is
being done through funding from
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Administration (FEMA),
which released $1.2 million for
the undertaking.

The fund also covers three water
well projects in Rota and the acti-
vation of existing ones in Tinian.

The Tapuchao project will be
done by the United States Geo-
logical Survey (USGS).

ag
Yuknavage urged the pubh
not to fish nor swim-within 300"

the next 48 hours
wxse nouﬁed

feet of the Sugar Dock area fox '

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE DEPARTMENT of Labor
and Immigration awarded at least
12 displaced nonresident work-
ers some $58,000 in two separate
rulings forunpaid wages, “unpro-
vided” work, illegal fees and lig-
uidated damages.

Linn Asper, DOLI Administra-
tive Hearing Office (AHO) su-

12 workers awarded $58K

pervisor, likewise fined two em-
ployers a total of $20,500 in al-
leged commonwealth labor law
violations.

Asper issued the ruling against
owners of the Madecat Corp. and
Darlene’s Security Services, both
of which he said, closed down
and abandoned the workers,

Madecat, according to Asper,

Continued on page 22

——

MONDAY , MAY 24, 1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-13

Palau bill vs pyramid
scheme pushed in OEK

By MALOU L. SAYSON

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
House Speaker Ignacio
Anastacio has urged the Olbiil
Era Kelulau (OEK) members to
push for the immediate passage
of a proposed bill which seeks
to prohibit so-called “pyramid
scheme” following complaints
of several private individuals
about the sale of certificatesina
scheme called “Pentagono.”

Anastacio urged the Congress
to give its utrnost attention to
what he considers as a “swin-
dling” scheme crafted by a dap-
per, five-foot-two-inch Italian,
Charles Ponzi, who migrated to
the United States and raked in
around $15 million in just eight
months from among the
Bostonians.

“I"'m quite surprised that some
of our people and leaders in the
government equate “Pentagono”
with gambling,” Anastacio said..

The speaker was referring to an
earlier article in the Palau Hori-
zon which noted of Senator
Joshua Koshiba’s strong oppo-
sition to the proposed bill.

Koshiba opposes Senate Bill
No. 5-304, introduced by Sen-
ate Committee Chairman on Ju-
diciary and Governmental Af-
fairs Santos Olikong for two
reasons. First, he said, it is
unconstitutional to limit the

right of a person to decide on

what to do with hisownmoney;

and second, opposing it would
mean locking free enterprise in
this country.

According to Anastacio, it is
wrong for these leaders to just
equate the “Pentagono™ scheme
with gambling. :

“Pentagono,” the speaker
said, is nothing more than a
Ponzi scheme orchestrated to
extort money from the public.

In an article entitled “In Ponzi
we Tru$t,” written by Mary
Darby in the December 1998
issue of Smithsonian Magazine,
it was noted that in the scheme,
“there is no actual investment
going on; the only activity is the
shuffling of money from new
investors to old ones.” Only in
1997, according to the article,
the collapse of dozens of Ponzi
schemes in Albania sparked
mass rioting that escalated into
a national crisis. In New York,
too, according to the same ar-
ticle, investors were out an esti-
mated $1.5 billion when the
Bennet Funding Group, de-
scribed by regulators as a
“massive, ongoing Ponzi
scheme, went belly-up.
Anastacio believes that it is bet-
ter to nip the emerging problem
at the bud before it can even
lure people to invest their hard-
earned money into said scheme.

12

Anastacio introduced the
House version of the bill out-
lawing the “Pentogono.”

The senate version was intro-
duced last February, with the
goal of amending 17 PNC by
adding a new section 3008
which calls for imposition of
penalties to include a maximum
of five-year imprisonment or a
fine not to exceed $10,000, or
both, to any person who con-
trives, prepares, sets up, pro-
poses or operates the “pyramid
scheme.”

Olikong has strongly fought
against any scheme for the dis-
posal or distribution of prop-
erty whereby a participant pays
a valuable consideration for the
chance toreceive compensation
for getting one or more addi-
tional persons engaged in the
scheme.

The Ministry of Justice and
the Office of the Special Pros-
ecutoralso have openly opposed
such scheme.

The MOIJ has warned against
the dangers of the “pyramid
scheme,” saying that it will only
lead to loss of money.

The OSP, on the other hand,
has recommended to the Con-
gress and the President to sign
into law without delay the pro-
posed bill outlawing the estab-
lishment of, or involvement in
this “type of fraud.”

Japanese ...

Continued from page 6

their objective, or find a substi-
tute in Japan, they no longer
have an incentive to go abroad,
turn their backs on overseas
travel,” said JAL.

It added that this may be an |

over-assumption but tourist des-
tinations should see the need to
bear this in mind in enticing
Japanese women travelers.
JAL also said that women in
their 20s and 30s, and men in
their 30s usually show a high
percentage of repeat travel.

However, due to financial con-
straints or lack of purpose, these
travelers cut back on their travel
frequency.

Japan migrationdecline by six
percentin 1998, the lowest nega-
tive growth in 35 years since
travel was liberalized, due to
the economic crisis.

Palau eyes in—country
training for physicians

KOROR (Palau Horizon) — The Ministry of Health (MOH) is
exploring the possibility of developing a “family practice resi-
dency training program”’ in Palau in coordination with the Univer-
sity of Auckland School of Medicine (UASM).

In a letter to Senate Committee on Health Chair Sandra
Pierantozzi, MOH Minister Masao Ueda said Palau has already
expressed its desire to look into opportunities of establishing in-
country, postgraduate “family practice” training for its resident
(registrar) physicians.

Ueda said that other members of the Freely Associated States
within Micronesia also support such training for their resident
physicians.

The health minister sent a letter to UASM Department of Maori
and Pacific Health expressing his interest in exploring with the
University of Auckland how such a program might be established
within Palau.

In response to his letter, Professor Peter Gluckman, dean of
UASM, forwarded a formal Expression of Interest (EQOI) to the
Micronesian entities to establish a “Distance Learning Masters of
Medical Science for the Pacific Basin Countries.”

As aresult of his communications with the health groups, Ueda
said Palau has succeeded convincing the Department of Psychia-
try at UASM to accept Dr. Sylvia Andres, a native Palauan
resident physician, into their Mental Health Diploma Program.

“Like many other Pacific islands, the Republic of Palau has the
need to develop indigenous mental health professionals to address
its growing mental and behavioral healthneeds.” he said. (EILEEN
O. OREIRO)
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Australia pays 96% of
cost of Vanuatu center

PORT VILA (Pacnews) — A
new headquarters for the Vanuatu
security forces has been opened
in the capital Port-Vila.

The Defence Force headquar-
ters is funded by the Australian
Government.

Brigadier Paul Teiss, represent-
ing the chief of the Australian
Defence Force, Admiral Chris
Barrie told dignitaries at the open-
ing ceremony Australia’s deci-
sionto fund the new headquarters
follows a review conducted by
Australian defence authorities.

Australian defence paid 96 per
cent of the multi-million-dollar
building in Port Vila.

The balance came from the
Vanuatu Government. Brigadier
Teiss said Vanuatu plays an im-
portantrole in Australia’s defence
strategy.

“Australia takes its security in-
terests very, very seriously, and
Vanuatu gets a special mention
because we regard Vanuatu as a
Tier 1 country in the South Pa-
cific.”

“Vanuatu is, of course, only
two hours flying time from
Brisbane so clearly events that
take place in Vanuatu will impact
upon the security of Australia, so
it’s very, very much in our re-
gion,” Brigadier Tiess said.

RARATONGA (Pacnews) —
Cook Islands Education Minis-
ter Ngereteina Puna has been
included in a Government del-
egation tolobby the French Gov-
ernmenttoreduce anational debt
to France.

The Chief Executive in the
Prime Minister’s Department,
Temu Okotai, said Puna is
needed as part of a negotiation
team for talks with French Gov-

Cook Islands to lobby
France to reduce loan

ernmental officials.

The Cook Islands wants the
French Government to reduce
an $AUDI11.5 million (3US6.1
million) loan to approximately
$AUD4 million ($US2.15 mil-
lion).

Okotai said at the end of the
day political goodwill would
dictate whether the loan is re-
duced.

Continued on page 17
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Elsewhere in the Pacific

Fiji PM forms Cabinet

SUVA (Pacnews) — Fiji’'s
newly-elected Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry has an-
nounced a 17-member Cabinet
and four Assistant Ministers.

Chaudhry has allocated two
Cabinet posts each to the non-
‘coalition partner of his ruling
Labour Party, the Christian
Democratic Alliance and the
coalition partner, Party of Na-
tional Unity (PANU).

The Christian party and
PANU won three and four seats
respectively in the general elec-
tion.

However, Labor’s other coa-
lition partner, the Fijian Asso-
ciation Party (FAP) which won
10 seats, has only been allo-
cated one full cabinet post - that
of its leader Adi Kuini Speed
and an Assistant Minister’s post.

Adi Kuini was sworn in as
Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister for Fijian Affairs,

Poseci Bune, the Leader of
the Christian Party that con-
tested the election against the

Labour Party, is the Minister
for Agriculture Fisheries and
Forests.

His assistant is independent
candidate for Rotuma, Marieta
Rigamoto.

The President’s daughter,
Christian Party representative
Adi Koila Mara Nailatikau, is
the Minister for Tourism and
Transport.

Ratu Sir Kamisese earlier this
week convinced the leaders of
FAP and PANU to form the
Government with the Labor
Party after reports that the two
Fijian parties would boycott
because they were not happy
with the appointment of an Indo-
Fijian Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Chaudhry will
look after the Finance, Infor-
mation, Public Enterprise and
the Sugar Industry portfolios.

Doctor Tupeni Baba, aformer
USP academic, is one of two
Deputy Prime Ministers. He will
be also be Minister for Foreign
Affairs.

The Parliamentary Leader of
PANU, Meli Bogileka, is the
Minister for Communication
and Civil Aviation.

The new Government has not
announced a Home Affairs Min-
ister.

However, Government
sources said the former Com-
mander of the Fiji Military
Forces, Ratu Epeli Ganilau, who
failed towin aseatunder a Chris-
tian Party ticket, will be ap-
pointed in the position.

He is likely to be appointed
into Cabinet as the
Government’s representative in
the Senate.

Sources also said Krishna
Dutt, the Deputy Leader of the
Labor Party, is likely to be the
new Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Dutt, a founding member of
the Labor Party, was the For-
eign Affairs Minister in the
Bavadra Government that was
toppled in a military coup in
1987.

EQUIPMENT SALE.

Dump Truck

Loader

1985 Peterbilt, Cummins, 12/14 C/Yard Box
Tarp System, 42000 Miles, Ex Condition

$37,500.00

NZ approves
aid package
to Kiribati

TARAWA (Pacnews) — The
New Zealand Government will give
Kiribati $NZ3.1 million ($US1.6

RP rejects bilateral
talks ab pratlys

MANILA (Reuters) — The
Philippines on Friday rejected
China’s call for bilateral talks
to settle ownership disputes
over islands in the South
China Sea and accused
Beijing of using force to as-
sert its claim over the area.

In a stepped-up verbal war
over the Spratly Islands, Ma-
nila branded Beijing’s state-
ment that it had historical and
legal rights over the area as
“hegemonistic.”

“China never had sover-
eignty nor jurisdiction over
the islands in the South China
Sea,” presidential spokesman
Jerry Barican said in a state-
ment.

“The PROC (People’s Re-
public of China), which was
established in 1949, only came
into the picture when it forcibly
occupied the Paracels group in
1974 and intruded into the
Spratlys beginning in 1988,”
Barican said.

China reaffirmed its claim to
the Spratlys on Thursday and
denounced the Philippines for
making similar claims over the
potentially oil-rich region.

Barican said that while the
Philippines welcomed
China’s call for a peaceful

Joseph Estrada

solution to the disputes, “it is
obvious that a multilateral dis-
pute thatinvolves several claim-
ant countries would require a
multilateral solution.”

“China’s insistence on a bi-
lateral settlement is an exercise
of patchwork diplomacy which
will neither provide a compre-
hensive nor a lasting solution to
the problem.”

The Paracels, about 300 nau-
tical miles south of Hong Kong,
is an archipelago disputed by
China and Vietnam.

The Spratlys, aclusterof isles
and reefs scattered a few hun-
dred nautical miles to the south
of the Paracels, are claimed
wholly orin part by China, Viet-

nam, Taiwan, the Philippines,
Malaysia and Brunei, and
straddle vital sea lanes.

Beijing insists nearly all
South China Sea islands have
belonged to China since the
Han Dynasty (206 B.C. to 220
A.D.).

Philippine President Joseph
Estrada said last week China’s
sweeping claims over the
Spratlys had fueled “political
anxieties” in southeast Asia.

Beijing deplored Estrada’s
remarks and said China’s rights
to the islands were indisput-
able.

The Philippines and China
also clashed verbally over the
Spratlys last year when Ma-
nila accused Beijing of build-
ing a potential military garri-
son on a Manila-claimed reef.

China rejected the accusa-
tion and said the facilities were
shelters for its fishermen.

Estrada told reporters on Fri-
day he and the Chinese ambas-
sador in Manila had agreed the
two countries would form pan-
els to discuss their dispute. He
did not give details.

“We have to solve these
problems multilaterally. We
cannot just exchange words
like this,” Estrada said.
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Midget Richie Albareda dribbles the ball as he eads fellow m/dgts d

other friends into a basketball game at a parking lot in Manila on

Sunday.

AP

RP watchdog group to
observe Indonesia polls

MANILA (Reuters)— The Phil-
ippines’ poll watchdog group will
send only 100 observers to the
Indonesian parliamentary elec-
tions, half the number planned,
because of budgetary problems,
the group’s chief said on Friday.

Still, the Philippine contingent
would be the biggest from any
individual country to monitor the
June 7 polls, outnumbering the
U.S. team, which would be
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about 75, National Movement
for Free Elections (NAMFREL)
president Jose Concepcion told
reporters.

Former Philippine President Fi-
del Ramos had been invited to
head the Philippine team, he said.

Concepcionsaid “‘budgetary re-
quirements” had forced
NAMFREL to trim its partici-
pation to 100 volunteers instead
of 200 as originally proposed.

ofecting the rights
of Senior Cifizens and
Adults with a Disability
from Abuse, Neglect,

$35,000.00

million)indevelopment assistance
from next month.

Radio Kiribati reports the aid
package is for one year.

The Director of Kiribati’s Na-
tional Planning Office, Reina
Timau, said the amount was
finalised at a meeting this week
between Kiribati and New Zealand
Govemmentofficials in the Kiribati
capital, Tarawa.

: . : \ 3 B3 L '(\l _ -
H 3 . ) . J v A Ha? osf v - ]
Reina said the annual meeting e , : N\ S i 23 . ") v

1990 Dresser 580C, 4 Cubic Yard, 4/1 Bucket,
4500 Hours, New Eng. Rebuilt Trans

Backhoe $25,000.00

1995 555D New Holland, 4WD, G.P. Bucket
Exetnda-Hoe, Plumbed For Hammer, Spare Rims & Tires

Roller $35,000.00

1997 Hamm 3010, 54" Smooth Single Drum,
15,230 Ibs, 1800 Hours Only, Deutz Engine

e LIVE L] 20012808 951 SALDA LT

o J\ J _:.jj j’ 11, 3P4\ r

AR V]

L2 PAcIFIC ISLANDS CLUB

:’Q

X . reviewed' New Zealand’s deyelop- .
and Ex IOItatlon Ser\”ce Truck $22,500.00 {zsgt assistance to the Pacific Is- et AV AL
L 1989 GMC, New Gas Engine, She said New Zealand aid cov-

and (3) Bulldozers, (2) Graders, (3} Excavators
Sold Exclusively By

ers a range of social and economic
sectors such as human resource
development, development of outer
islands and the seaweed industry,
medical referrals to New Zealand,
environment programmes, employ-
ment for [-Kiribati in New Zealand
and other small projects.

According to Reina, New
Zealand has maintained its aid to
Kiribati at a steady level for the
past four years.
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Japan to close down bank

TOKYO (Reuters) — Japanese
financial authorities were poised
to declare Osaka-based Kofuku
Bank insolvent and place it under
state administration, news reports
said on Saturday.

The Financial Reconstruction
Commission (FRC) was meeting
to aecide the fate of the regional
bank and was likely to opt foritto
be liquidated under the authority
of a commission-appointed ad-
ministrator, national broadcaster
NHK said.

OnFriday. the second-tier bank
applied to the Financial Super-

visory Agency for permissionto

close.

If the FRC approves, Kofuku
would be the second Japanese
bank to be liquidated by a com-
mission-appointed administrator
under a national financial recon-
struction law. In April, Tokyo-
based. second-tier Kokumin Bank
was placed under FRC control.

The FRC had two probable
options for dealing with Kofuku:
appoint a receiver and set up a
bridge bank to operate it until
buyer was found, or nationalise
the bank while its operations
were wound down.

The steps would be based on

financial reform legislation
passed last year to heal the
nation’s ailing banking sector,
burdened with massive bad loans
from the early 1990s whenJapan's
“bubble” economy burst.

Financial authorities said af-
ter an audit of Kofuku Bank’s
books that it had a capital defi-
cit of 46 billion yen ($371 mil-
lion) at the end of September
1998.

It also had a capital equity of
0.5 percent as of the end of
March, well below the four per-
cent requirement for healthy
banks set by the government.

Northern Mariana Islands

l?fRE

of the client.

TIREMENT FUND

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
NMIRF 93-007
FIXED INCOME MANAGER

The Workers' Compensation Commission under the auspices of the Northern Mariana Islands Retirement Fund is soliciting propo§a!s from quz.xliﬁed
US Investment Advisers to manage an investment portfolio for the Workers Compensation Commission. The Board of Trustees anticipates plqcmg an
initial investment of approximately $400,000 in US Treasury Bonds and Notes. Interested firms must meet the following minimum criteria:

1. The principal business of the firm consists of rendering investment advisory services as to the investment of funds on the basis of individual needs

2. The principal ownership and control of the firm rests with individuals who are actively engaged in investment advisory business.

3, The firm is registered as an investment advisor under the laws of the United States of America as from time to time is in effect.

4. The firm has continuously engaged in investment advisory business for a period of ten or more years. .

5. The firm certifies to the Board of Trustees. in writing. that the assets under its direct investment supervision are in excess of $200 million.
6. The firm selected must acknowledge to the Board of Trustees, in writing, that it has a fiduciary status with respect to this assignment.

7. The contract between the Board and the investment advisor is of no specific duration and is voidable at any time by either party.

8. The firm must offer competitive fees for an account of our size.

Interested firms should forward 8 copies of the proposal no later than June 14, 1999 to:

Mr. Fred Camacho

Acting Administrator

NMI Retirement Fund

NMI Retirement Fund Bldg.
Capitol Hill, Saipan
P.O. Box 1247
Saipan, MP 96950
Tel. (670) 664-3863 » Fax: (670) 664-8080

The Board of Trustees will schedule interviews and/or presentations and reserves the right to reject any and all proposals

in the best interest of the Fund.

DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE -
JUNE 30, 1999 IS THE FILING DEADLINE OF

CANDIDACY LETTER OF INTENT FOR SEATS IN THE CNM| HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATE FOR THE
NOVEMBER 1999 GENERAL ELECTION.

INTERESTED AND ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS ARE ASKED TO SUBMIT
THEIR LETTER OF INTENT NO LATER THAN JUNE 30, 1999.

THE PRESIDENT

SUBMISSIONS NOT RECEIVED OR POSTMARKED BY THE
JUNE 30, 1999 DEADLINE WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.

PLEASE SUBMIT (LETTER OF INTENT) TO:

NMI DEMOCRATIC PARTY

P.0.BOX 676 CK
SAIPAN, MP 96950

President of Kofuku Bank Tokusuke Egawa bows during a press

conference at its Osaka head office, western Japan on Saturaay after
Japanese financial regulators declared the regional bank insolvent.
The bank will be put under government control. AP

Japan key to Asia recovery,
says Singapore deputy PM

TOKYO (Reuters) —
Singapore’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister Lee Hsien Loong told
Japan’s Prime Minister Keizo
Obuchi on Friday the Japanese
economy remains key to aneco-
nomicrecovery in Asia, Japan’s
Foreign Ministry reported.

“Japan’s economy remains an
important factor for a recovery
in Asian economies,” Lee, head
of the Monetary Authority of
Singapore, was quoted by amin-
istry official as telling Obuchi
at a meeting.

Lee said Japan’s economy had

got out of a “panicky” situation
and had shown some signs that
could be taken as optimistic in
the past six months, the official
said.

Regarding Asian economies,
Lee was quoted as saying that
fiscal conditions and currency
levels in the region had begun
regaining some credibility.

Obuchi was quoted as telling
Lee that Japan has been taking
all possible measures to achieve
economic growth, adding that
Japan must continue its support
for Asia’s recovery.

. PERMANENT POSITION -
CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE WITH AN
EXISTING SAIPAN SERVICE COMPANY. GOOD
POSSIBILITIES FOR ADVANCEMENT TO MANAGE-

RIAL LEVEL FOR THE RIGHT PERSON.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

Resident with High School Diploma & Drivers License
Computer Literacy
Familiar with Office Equipment
Clear Understanding of a 40 Hour Work Week
Comfortable Dealing with People ALL Day
Ability to Understand Customer Needs
Able to Learn On The Job
Good Verbal & Communication Skills

of the individual hired.

RESUMES : NOT TO EXCEED 2 PAGES, WILL BE ACCEPTED
UNTIL MAY 24th, FAX TO 671-649-3629, INCLUDE CONTACT
NUMBER AND ADDRESS, PROMISING CANDIDATES WILL BE
CONTACTED ON OR BEFORE MAY 28th

Employer will provide a smoke free and drug free work place.

Salary and benefits will be designed to fit the qualifications

A'w\'.
N
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China rides out the
storm after bombing

By Benjamin Kang Lim
BEIJING (Reuters) — Amid
the roar of protesters outside
the U.S.embassy in Beijing this
month, the piercing chant of one
lone man stood out: “*Down With
Jiang Zemin.”

There was a shocked silence.

Nobody took up his cry.

The Chinese president ap-
pears to have deftly ridden out
the angry protests over NATO
bombing Beijing's Belgrade
embassy - a tumult fraught with
political dangers for the top
leadership.

Premier Zhu Rongji, too,
seems to have pulled through
remarkably unscathed.

Zhu stood the most to lose
having been accused by power-
ful ministries of selling out Chi-
nese interests to Washington in
his eagerness to gain China en-
try to the World Trade
Organisation.

Possibly the biggest loser is
the pro-democracy movement,
whichisbracing foranew crack-
down. . .

One clear winner is the
People’s Liberation Army, now
better placed to lobby for more
funds and advanced weaponry.

“It may have given Jiang
Zemin a few bad moments, but
he seems to have risen above it
and survived without too much
damage,” one Western diplo-
mat said.

*Zhu Rongji is a bit more ex-
posed,” the envoy said. “But it
isnotirretrievably and not com-
pletely damaging. The equation
still stands - they need him to
look after the economy.”

Chinese leaders were caught
inadilemma by the violent anti-
American protests.

The demonstrations threat-
ened to spin out of control in a
politically charged year, which
includes the 10th anniversary
of the Tiananmen Square crack-
down on June 4.

Yet a heavy-handed response
could have turned angry nation-
alist emotion against the gov-
ernment. In the end, Vice Presi-
dent Hu Jintao trod a middle
line, endorsing the protests but
warning against lawlessness.

The entire top leadership
grieved publicly for the three
journalist victims of the bomb-
ing at their memorial services:
The leader most vulnerable -
Zhu - also displayed the most
emotion as tears streamed down
his face.

Cook . ..

Continued from page 14

He said the talks in France
would be a follow-up to a similar
meeting with French officials in
the Philippines capital, Manila,
last year.

The Italian, New Zealand and
NauruGovernments have already
slashed their loans to the Cook
Islands as part of a restructure of
the Pacific Island’s foreign debt.

Jiang and Zhu are by no means
clear of danger.

They are both keenly aware
that China’s national interests
are best served by maintaining
good relations with the world’s
only superpower.

Confrontation with the United
States would benefit hardliners
opposed to economic opening,
and hawks in the military argu-
ing for a tougher stance on Tai-
wan,

Yet popular feeling in China
is likely to remain anti-Ameri-
can for some time. Most Chi-
nese are convinced the bomb-
ing was deliberate, part of a
wider plot by the United States
to block China’s rise as a great

power.

“They’ve got to tread a fine
line,” one Asian envoy said.

“They don’t want to leave
themselves open to the accusa-
tion they’re being too weak on
the U.S.”

“They have to keep up some
of the momentum of anti-U.S.
sentiment while at the same time
they don’t want to scare off in-
vestors or tourists.”

The military has been dis-
gruntled since Jiang announced
it would be cut by 500,000
troops to 2.5 million by 2000,
and ordered it to surrender its
sprawling business empire.

“It has tilted the balance a little
bit,” the Western diplomat said.

publication of this notice.

NAME
1). Dalmacio S. Francisco

/s/Gil M. San Nicolas
DIRECTOR OF LABOR

Dated this 10th day of May, 1999

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana islands
Bepartment of Labor and Immigration

Division of Labor

PUBLIC NOTIGE

The following persons with pending Labor or Agency Case are
hereby notified to report to the Division of Labor, Enforcement
Section, located on the 2nd Floor of Afetna Building, San
Antonio, Saipan within twenty (20) days from the date of the

LABOR/AGENCY CASE NO.
LC# 96-202

Failure to appear at the Division on or before the date and time
specified above shall be ground for dismissal of the above cases and
appropriate action and/or sanction shall be taken against the above
individuals, including the referrals of their matters to the
Immigration Office for their actions.

vary, but might include:

The council invites applications from nonprofit organizations, educa-
tional institutions, government agencies, and ad hoc groups for grants
to support public educational programs in humanities disciplines such
as: history, language, archaeology, ethics, literature, art history and
criticism, philosophy, comparative religion, linguistics, and jurispru-
dence. Program areas include: history and heritage; books and read-
ing; community dialogue; teacher education; health and culture.
Projects that focus on the history, culture, and heritage of the peoples
of the CNMI are particularly encouraged. Projects that engage the
general public in discussions, dialogue and critical analysis of the
CNMI and U.S. public policy are also encouraged. Program formats

conferences, lectures, and discussions
oral histories, field trips, and research
radio and video productions

exhibitions and publications
interpretations of performances

teacher seminars and in-service programs
planning for future humanities projects

For application materials, call 235-4785 or write to: Executive Direc-
tor, NMI Council for the Humanities, AAA 3394, Box 10001, Saipan,
MP 96950. Or visit our web site at <cnmi.humanities.org.mp>

GRANTS AVAILABLE

The NMI Council for the Humanities announces the 1999 grants
cycle. Deadlines for submission of Regular Grant applications
($2,000 and up) are: March 31; June 30; and September 30, 1999.
Mini Grant applications (below $2,000) and Planning Grant appli-
cations (up to $1,500) may be submitted at any time but at least 30
days prior to the project start date.
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Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji signs his name to a docurnent appointing
Edmund Ho as the first Chief Executive of the Macao Special Admin-
istrative Region at the 4th session of the Chinese State Council,
Thursday Beijing, China. AP

- INVITATION FOR BID
" PSSIFB99-005

The CNMI Public School System is soliciting competitive scaled bids for the Cladding of the Marianas High
School (MHS) Gymnasium Two Story Steel Structure located on the MHS campus on Saipan, Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Scope of work requirements, drawings, and Specifications are now available at the Procurement & Supply
Office situated on the 3rd Floor of the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP 96950 during regular working
hours Monday through Friday except Holidays. A non-refundable payment of Two-Hundred Eighty-Five ($283)
doliars is required for cach set. Bids in duplicate must be received no later than 2:00 p.m., June 16, 1999 at the
Procurement & Supply Office situated on the 3rd Floor of the Nauru Building, Saipan and must be facemarked
1FB99-005: Cladding of the MHS Gymnasium Two Story Steel Structure.

A pre-bid conference for this project will be held at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday. May 26. 1999, at the project site at
Marianas High School, Susupe, Saipan. If bidders would like to visit at any other time, they are required to get
prior approval from the School Principal Dr. James Denight. All questions/concerns must be submitted in
writing at the pre-bid conference.

A bid bond of 20% of the total bid price must accompany the bid. This security maybe a centified check,
cashier's check, bid bond or other forms acceptable to the govermment made payable to the PSS Treasurer,
CNMI Pubtic Schoo! System. 3rd Floor of the Nuure Building, Susupe. Saipan. The bidder is requested to
submit with his bid a copy of his business license as compliance with the Contractor s Registration and Licens-
ing Law of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

All bidders are required to submit their responsibility determination documents in compliance to PSSPR3-301.
Responsibility determination documents must be submitted in separate enveloped and facemarked O 1FB99-
005. Responsibility Determination Documents” responsibility determination documents are due at the date,
time, and place of the bid opening.

The respoasible bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid will be awarded a contract with the CNMI Public
School System and will be required to deliver Performance and Payment bonds equal to 100% of the price
specified on the contract. Performance time for completion of the project is One hundred twenty (120) calendar
days. Liquidated damages to be assessed at Five hundred ($500.00) dollars per calendar day.

Atltention is called to the Labor Standards Provisions for Wage Rate Determination of the CNMI Classification
and salary structure plans and payment of not fess than the minimum salaries and wages as set forth. All
documents received shall be the sole property of the Public School System, Govemnment of the Northern
Mariana Islands with the bid bonds, certified checks or cashier's check which will be retumed 1o the bidders in
accordance with the specification individuals For Bidders' Page 1-2 No. 5 Bid Guarantec.

The CNMI Public School System reserves the right to reject any or all bids iffin its sole opinion to do so is in
its best interest.

//RITA HOCOG INOS. Ed. D.
Commissioner of Education

/s'LOUISE CONCEPCION
Procurement & Supply Officer

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
PO.BOX 1370CK
SAIPAN, MP 96950

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS =

- . PSS RFP No. 99-003

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM (PSS) IS SOLICITING
STRUCTURED PROPOSALS FOR A FINANCIAL AND
COMPLIANCE AUDIT FOR THE FISCAL YEARS
ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1998 AND SEPTEMBER 30,
1999 IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMB CIRCULAR A-128.
STRUCTURED PROPOSALS MUST BE RECEIVED NO
LATER THAN 2:00 P.M. JUNE 7, 1999 AT THE OFFICE
OF THE PUBLICAUDITOR. ACOPY OF THE RFP CAN
BE OBTAINED BY CALLING TIM THORNBURGH OF
THE PSS FEDERAL PROGRAMS OFFICE AT 664-3790,
ORBY CALLINGMR.LEOL. LAMOTTE AT 234-6481/
6482, PUBLIC AUDITOR, OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC
AUDITOR, SAIPAN, MP 96950.

/S/ RITA HOCOG INOS, ED D.
COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

A
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SEOUL (Reuters) — South
Korea’s presidential office
said the cabinet will be re-
shuffled on Monday and lo-
cal media speculated that as
many as ten of 18 ministers
could be replaced.

The shakeup would focus
on replacing appointed
former politicians with re-
formists and technocrats, the
presidential office statement
said.

“The cabinet reshuffle is
also necessary to accommo-
date the revised government
organisation law which re-
quires restructuring a num-
ber of government bodies,”
an official from the presi-
dential Blue House added.
The official denied local
newspaper reports that many
of the former politicians were
stepping down from their
ministerial posts to prepare

S. Korea to announce
reshuffle of Cablnet

| K/m Dae-jung

for upcoming parliamentary
elections early next year.

He declined to provide fur-
ther details.

The statement said Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung had dis-
cussed the cabinet reshuffle
during a meeting on Satur-
day with Prime Minister Kim
Jong-pil.

S wants Perry to
meet Kim Jong-il

By Jonathan Wright
WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
The United States wants presi-
dential envoy William Perry to
see North Korean leader Kim
Jong-il when he visits
Pyongyang next week for a re-
view of U.S. policy toward Ko-
rea, the State Department said
on Friday.

It would the first time any
U.S. official has met Kim since
he took over the leadership of
the secretive communist coun-
try on the death of his father
Kim Il-sung in 1994.

“We do expect meetings with
a range of high-level North
Korean officials and these will
constitute the bulk of the team’s
schedule inPyongyang. A meet-
ing with Kim Jong-il would of
course be desirable,” State De-
partment spokesman James
Rubin told his daily briefing.

William Perry

U.S. officials declined to specu-
late on the prospects for such a
meeting. But Perry has high rank
as a former U.S. defence secre-
tary and he will be carrying a
message from U.S. President Bill
Clinton, they added.

Perry will also be the senior
U.S. official to visit Pyongyang

®ffice of the Job Training Partnership Act

®ffice of the Governor

Commontoealth of the PRorthern fHariana Jglands

L otwer Bage
Caller Box 10007 Saipan, P 96950

PUBLIC NOTIGE

(04/29/99)

This is to inform all High School students (Ages 16 & up) that the Governor’s JTPA
Office is now accepting applications for the Summer Youth Employment and Train-
ing Program for the following islands:

Island Slots Contact Office Phone
Tinian 50 Anna Marie Hocog Personnel Office 433-0032
Rota 50 Olen Jacob Labor & Immig. 532-4003

Furthermore, priority consideration will be accorded to U.S. and CNMI Residents,
who are economically disadvantaged pursuant to the Poverty Income Guideline.
Depending on the availability of local funds, the Program may >
accommodate those students who are considered high income '
(within the same age range) to fulfill the 50 slots.

Deadline for application submission is June 04, 1999.
To ensure fairness, application will not be accepted
after the aforementioned established date.

/s/Felix Nogis
Executive Director

Uik iR

Kim Jong-il

since the Korean War. Deputy
assistant secretaries of state
have made several visits in the
1990s.

Rubin said Perry’s mission
was only to put one of the final
pieces into his policy review,
which Clinton commissioned
last December because of con-
cern that Pyongyang was not
responding to U.S. offers of
cooperation and assistance.

South Korean Foreign Minis-
ter Hong Soon-young said this
week that Perry would take a
comprehensive package of in-
centives to Pyongyang and the
visit could turn out to be a mile-
stone in the history of the di-
vided peninsula.

But the State Department
spokesman said: “Dr. Perry is
not going to North Korea to of-
fer incentives in some negotia-
tion. He’s going there to get an
assessment as the final piece in
his review to try to ascertain
whether the North Koreans want
to see achange in their relation-
ship with the outside world.”

The centrepiece in the rela-
tionship with the United States
is the Agreed Framework of
1994, under which North Korea
agreed to freeze its nuclear
programmes in return for help
with safe nuclear power plants
and free supplies of oil.

But it has since upset the
United States by developing
long-range ballistic missiles,
selling missiles and missile tech-
nology abroad and by embark-
ing on underground building
work which Washington says
could be part of a nuclear
programme.

A team of U.S. experts ar-
rived at the site of the building
work on Thursday to check
North Korean assurances that
the work does not violate the

1994 agreement.

Rubin said the aim of the
United States was to build on
the Agreed Framework and re-
strain other weapon
programmes.

"We want 1o ascertain
whether...the North’s willing-
ness to test long-range missiles
and medium-range missiles and
sell ballistic missiles can be con-
strained through discussions.”

“We want to make sure that
North Koreais notina position to
present a danger of nonprolifera-
tion of either nuclear weapons or
missiles to the world.” he said.
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Clinton pushes gun control

By Laurence McQuillan
WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
Citing attacks on students in Colo-
rado and Georgia, President Bill
Clinton urged the House of Rep-
resentatives on Saturday to vote
quickly on gun control legisla-
tion, which he said Congress
should enact before the school
year ends.

“No parent should have to fear
sending achildtoschool,” Clinton
said in his weekly radio address,
and no American should tolerate
this level of violence against our
children.”

“There is no task more urgent.
Every one of us has a role to
play.” Clinton said, adding “"gov-
emment must do more to protect
our children from guns.”

He praised the Senate for nar-
rowly passing gun legislation on
Thursday, in which Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore cast the tie-breaking
vote, calling it *“a turning point”
in efforts to tighten gun restric-
tions.

“I call on the House to take
immediate action,” Clinton said.
“I hope the House of Representa-
tives will pass every one of these
common-sense efforts that the
Senate has passed to’protect’ our
children from guns.’

“And I hope they’ll do it be-
fore school lets out” in June,
said Clinton, who spent most of
Saturday attending a policy con-
ference with Senate Democrats
in Irvington, Virginia.

Democrats are using public
dismay over the massacre one
month ago at Columbine High
School in Littleton, Colorado,
and a shooting spree at a Geor-
gia school to push for swift leg-
islative action - before gun lob-
byists can mount a campaign to
stop the drive.

House Democratic leader
Dick Gephardt called for a vote
next week, before lawmakers re-
cess for the Memorial Day holi-
day, but Republican leaders have
said a vote in mid-June was more
realistic.

Representative Henry Hyde,
chairman of the House Judiciary
Committee, said he thought the
Democrats’ request for immedi-
ate action was unreasonable and
predicted a vote was more likely
to come in *“a couple of weeks.”

“I think the bill the Senate
passed is a good bill. Idon’t have
any real problems with it, but we
ought to hold hearings. That’s the
normal, regular order,” the Illi-
nois Republican said Saturday on
the CNN programme “Evans,
Novak, Hunt & Shields.”

Hyde said his committee would
hold hearings on Thursday and
then make a decision.

“We don’t see a need to get
stampeded into passing laws that
may or may not have uninetnded
consequences ... but it won’t be
long, it just won’t be yesterday,”
he said.

The political exchange took
place as graduation ceremonies
were held for seniors at Colum-
bine, where two teenage boys
killed 12 students and one teacher
and then took their own lives. In
Thursday’s attack a 15-year-old

. "|-'
[ P I B ,()f’l’("l‘lv

shot and wounded six fellow stu-
dents at Heritage High School in
Conyers, Georgia.

The Senate on Thursday passed
a sweeping juvenile crime bill
that includes the first new fire-
arms measures since the Republi-
cans won contro} of Congress in
the 1994 elections.

The measure would close a
loophole that has allowed the sale
of firearms at gun shows without
background checks on purchas-
ers, which is required of licensed
gun dealers.

Other provisions in the legis-
lation would make it harder for
minors to get semiautomatic as-
sault weapons, ban the import
of high-capacity ammunition
clips, and require child safety
locks to be sold with all hand-
guns.

The legislation before the
House differs from the Senate
version, which means the two
chambers would have toresolve
their differences before a final
measure is reached.

President C//nton and first lady Hlllary Rodham Clinton leave the nght of the Wor/d Catho//c Churoh in
L;,ttleton Colo., Thursday after meeting with family members of the victim’s of the Columbine High School
shooting. AP

Office of the Fob Training Partnership At

Office of the Gobernor

Commontoealth of the Rorthern Maviana Islands
Lotwer Bage
Caller Box 10007 Saipan, MNP 96950

PUBLIC NOTICE

(04/29/99)

THIS IS TO INFORM ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS SPECIFICALLY FOR
SAIPAN (AGES 16 &UP) THAT THE GOVERNOR’S JTPA OFFICE IS NOW
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT AND
TRAINING PROGRAM.

PRIORITY CONSIDERATION WILL BE ACCORDED TO HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS WHO ARE BELOW THE POVERTY INCOME GUIDELINE. HOW-
EVER, DEPENDING ON THE AVAILABILITY OF LOCAL FUNDS, THE PROGRAM
MAY ACCOMMODATE THOSE STUDENTS WHO ARE CONSIDERED HIGH
INCOME (WITHIN THE SAME AGE RANGE) TO FULFILL THE 300 SLOTS.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 1999.
NO APPLICATION WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE
ESTABLISHED DATE.

APPLICATION CAN BE OBTAINED AT THE MHS
COUNSELOR’S OFFICE OR THE JTPA OFFICE LOCATED
DIRECTLY ACROSS CUC. FOR INQUIRIES PLEASE
CONTACT MR. MARTIN PANGELINAN OR

MRS. LAURENT T. CHONG AT 664-1700/4.

/S/FELIX NOGIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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By Av Harris
DOVER, N.H. (Reuters)— Vice
President Al Gore, hoping to se-
cure the Democratic Party’s presi-
dential nomination, focused on
America’s troubled youth on Sat-
urday in appearances in the key
political state of New Hampshire.

The visit comes two days after
Gore cast the tie-breaking vote for
a U.S. Senate bill that would re-
quire background checks for gun
purchases at pawn shops and gun
shows, and mandate child safety
devices on handguns.

In a speech to graduates of the
University of New Hampshire,
Gore alluded to another graduation
taking place on Saturday near
Littleton, Coloradoforseniors from
Columbine High School. Two stu-
dents there killed 13 people and
themselves in the worst school
shooting in U.S. history on April
20.

“I know all of our hearts and
prayers are with them,” Gore said.
“We are still trying to understand,
as a nation, why there are empty
chairsatthatgraduationceremony.”

*“As you prepare for careers and
families of your own, this may be

HEQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The NMI Council for the Humanities and the CNMI Council for the Arts and
Culture are interested in awarding an art commission to commemorate the millen-
nium. We envision a series of historical paintings celebrating the strength,
endurance and adaptability of the indigenous people of the Northern Mariana
Islands. Over the centuries the indigenous people of these islands have demonstrated
countless times and in countless ways an extraordinary ability to adapt to profound
changes in nearly every aspect of life-religious, economic, political and cultural. And
despite all the upheavals and vicissitudes of thousands of years of history the people
and their culture are still here intact. We want to celebrate this quality and preserve
this unique history for future generations. Respondents should consider these
requirements:

*  The theme for these paintings, the single element that ties them all together is:
The Endurance of a People and Their Culture. The paintings must be based in
the history and culture of the Mariana Islands. Respondents may consider
historical events, folklore, legends, stories, songs, dance or any other
appropriate cultural expression to emphasize the theme.

. The paintings must be painted on a material that will withstand time and the
elements.

. The paintings will be displayed at the CNMI Museum in the recessed arches
underneath the covered walkway. These arches are approximately three inches
deep, six feet tall, and five feet wide. Paintings will be protected by a transpar-
ent barrier. Both paintings and barrier must be removable. (The cost of the bar-
rier is not part of the proposal).

. As many as six paintings may be necessary.

Deadline for completion is January 1, 2000.

Respondents should submit pencil or charcoal sketches, and / or paint studies of each
painting, a brief narrative explaining the overall composition of the paintings, the
historical and cultural basis for each, how the theme is expressed through out the
series, and plan for completion including the total cost of the proposed paintings.
The Humanities Council and the Arts Council will select the artist or artists based on
these submissions. Sealed proposals must be submitted to the Humanities Council
office located on the ground floor of King’s Plaza in Dandan by the close of
business on June 17, 1999. Selection is final and any or all submissions may be
rejected. This is a competitive project with a funding range of up to $25,000.

Gore seeks remedy
to school violence

Vice Pres:dent Gore moderates a discussion on school safely with
parents, teachers, students and town officials at Dover High School in

Dover, N.H. on Saturday afternoon.

one of the most important national
conversations we could have.”

“What can we do - all of us - to
build a future in which all children
choose good over evil? A future in
which all children feel loved, con-
nected, and embrace the right val-
ues?”

The vice president said children
could be harmed by violent images
on television and film, and could
take out their aggression on others
if they felt rejected by society.

Gore has been making regular
appearances in New Hampshire,
which holds the nation’s first pri-
mary in mid-February, as he gears
up his campaign.

He has also given commence-
mentspeechesinthelasttwoweeks
in Jowa, the state with the first
presidential caucus.

Gore on Saturday also went to
Dover, New Hampshire to lead a
discussion at the city’s public high
school about stopping school vio-
lence. About 1001ocal government
officials, parents, teachers, and stu-
dents attended.

In a possible response to criti-
cismthathis campaigning has been
dull, Gore dressed casually and ran
the discussion in town-meeting
style.

Three students from Dover High
School set off a chemical bomb
two weeks ago that sent two school
administrators to the hospital.

“I'm anxious to learn what you
have learned. I know this commu-
nity has really pulled together and
tapped into the best minds and
hearts to come up with a better
understanding of what’s going on
not only here, but in our country,”
Gore said.

Issues raised by those attending
includedrestricting juvenile access
to guns, controlling violence in
music and television, and giving

AP

tax breaks to parents who get in-
volved in community and youth
activities.

One student, Allison Cheney,
questioned whether more federal
laws would have prevented the
shootings at Columbine High
School.

Gore responded, “Even if a law
isbroken, it’s going todetera lot of
other people besides those who
break it. I think if you have a line
that’s drawn, it’s good to have it,
even if sometimes people cross it,
because the penalties will discour-
age more people fromcrossing that
line.”

Gore later added that the federal
government needed to enforce gun
laws more stlllctly

One teacher, Valerie McKinney,
urged Gore to pressure Congress to
send more federal education funds
to New Hampshire.

“If you could take one message
toback to Washington,” McKinney
said, “it’s that we're struggling here
to pay for our schools.”

Although Gore has many en-
dorsements from top tier New
Hampshire Democrats, many vot-
ersare stillundecided between him
and his only challenger, the former
senator and professional basket-
ball player Bill Bradley.

Peter Schmidt, an undecided
Democrat who is on the Dover city
council, was pleased with Gore’s
appearance at the high school, and
the discussion on school violence.

“The vice presidentdid himself a
tremendous amount of good. He’s
a stranger to most of us. I.con-
nected to him as a human being,
and we were actually accomplish-
ing something with him. After this
forum, Ifelt like 1 know Al Gore. I
feel comfortable with Gore in a
way that I never have before,”
Schmidt said.

HAPPY 4TH BIRTHDAY

v Karla, Louie,‘E ’;S‘ﬁeen,

We [ove you ...
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Serbs unleash alvo

BELGRADE (Reuters) —
Serbian anti-aircraft units went
into “‘extraordinarily forceful ac-
tion” in Belgrade early on Sun-
day, unleashing a barrage of fire
as low-flying aircraft were heard
over the city, the Yugoslav news
agency Beta said.

Sirens wailed across the capital
some 45 minutes before midnight,
giving warning of impending at-
tack. -

Residents and the agency re-
ported several explosions at about
1 a.m. (2300 GMT Saturday),
with Beta adding that “sounds
of airplanes in low flight were
heard.”

It gave no other details or ex-
planation of “low flight.”

NATO aircraft, which have
been attacking Serbian targets
since March 24, normally carry
out their raids at high altitude,
often using laser-guided bombs.

This strategy has been blamed
by critics for civilian deaths
when NATO targeting has gone
wrong. This month one bomb
hit the Chinese embassy, an-
other exploded beside a hospi-
tal and, on Saturday, a barracks
held by the Kosovo Liberation
Army was hit.

Among areas attacked early
on Sunday were Baric, some 20
km (12 miles) southwest of
Belgrade, and Obrenovac, afur-
ther 10 km (six miles) to the

south. There were no details on
what was hit.

Beta also reported a strong ex-
plosion early on Sunday west of
the industrial city of Novi Sad
followed by five others in the
region of Fruska Gora. Residents
in Novi Sad said these blasts were
followed by flashes of light.

The agency said Sabac, west
of the capital, had also come
under attack, with apartment
buildings badly damaged but
with no word on casualties. A
barracks in Sabac was hit on
Saturday.

Sunday’s attacks followed 24
hours of NATO’s heaviest raids
since the campaign began, with
power stations being particu-
larly targeted.

Most were attacked with so-
called “soft bombs” which ex-
plode above the target, shower-
ing the plants with graphite to
blow circuits. Most of Serbia’s
main towns and cities, includ-
ing Belgrade, were plunged into
darkness.

According to Yugoslavia’s of-
ficial news agency Tanjug, at
least 1,000 missiles were fired
in the 24 hours to Saturday
morning.

Beta said late on Saturday
night that the Serbian electrical
company had restored power to
all “priority users” such as hos-
pitals, bakeries and water com-

panies.

Studio B television said on
Saturday evening that only 20
percent of Belgrade had elec-
tricity, mainly the “priority con-

FATHER:
MOTHER:

sumers.”

One resident of Belgrade told
Reuters that much of the capital
was still “very dark™ at 9:30
p.-m. (1930 GMT), with few

street lamps or-traffic lights
working and lights visible only
in a few buildings, some of
which may have been relying
on emergency generators.

B/ack smoke rises from a bu1/d/ng assumedto be a po//ce station, which was hit by NATO jets around noon
in Belgrade Saturday. During the most intense night of bombing in the eight week air campaign, NATO jets
struck the Jugopetrol fuel depot in the Yugoslav capital and various electricity production and distribution

installations.

ANA IGUEL

IN HER PASSING SHE NOW JOINS HER:

SANTIAGO IGUEL

JOSEPHA AUTUR

REARED MOTHER/FATHER: ANA . KOTOMOR/BADIBINOG KOTOMOR

SISTER:

REARED BROTHERS/SISTERS: FRANCISCO IGUEL, PEDRO IGUEL, MONICA N. DOWAI,
ESTAFANIA N. RIOS, MAGDALENA |. LIETO

SONS: ELIAS I. REYES, MANUEL |. REYES, SANTIAGO IGUEL

MOTHER-IN-LAW:  ANA DELOS REYES

BROTHERS/SISTERS-IN-LAW AND SPOUSES: VICENTE C. DELOS REYES (ISABEL LUJAN/

STEPSON:

MARIA SAN NICOLAS); JOSE C. DELOS REYES (RUFINA CAMACHO);
JUAN C. DELOS REYES- STEIN (ANTONIA DELA CRUZ/MARIA BORJA);
MARIA R. CAMACHO (VICENTE/JOSE CAMACHO); RAMON C. DELOS REYES
ROBERTO F. REYES
HER PEACEFUL SPIRIT AND MEMORIES WILL LIVE IN THE HEARTS OF HER:
CHILDREN/SPOUSES/GRANDCHILDREN: CALISTRO (CAL) AND BERNICE T. REYES

ROSARY IS BEING HELD NIGHTLY AT 8:00 PM AT TANAPAG CHURCH. LAST
RESPECT MAY BE PAID ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 26 AT TANAPAG CHURCH
FROM 8:30AM-3:30PM. MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL WILL BE OFFERED AT
4:00PM. INTERMENT WILL FOLLOW AT CHALAN KANOA CEMETERY.

BORN: JUNE 28, 1927

DIED: MAY 18, 1999
At the age of 71 years

(CARLEEN/CALISTRO JR/ABRAHAM/LORRAINE)

JOSEPHA R. AND TOMAS DLG. CRISOSTOMO (JOAQUIN/CLARISSA/

RICHARD/MAGDALENA); JOSEPH I. AND EVANGELINA P. REYES (JEREMIAH)
STEPDAUGHTERS/SON/SPOUSES: FUTUNATA F./ROSE REYES AND CHILDREN
REARED BROTHERS/SISTERS: SERAFINA/JOSE NAOG, JULIA/FELIPE NORITA (DEC.)

PACIFICA FUNERAL SERVICES
235-6516

AP
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12 workers...

Continued from page 12

collected medical, processing, air
fare and “‘escort fees,” from the
nonresident workers in violation of
existing labor laws.

Darlene’s Security Services, for

its part, was found to have likewise
allegedly made illegal deductions.

" Guest workers employed were not

paid for regular and overtime work
performed, Asper said.

Both employers were barred
fromhiring new nonresident work-
ers should they open a new bu51-
ness establishment.

High court ...

Continued from page 11

Islands District Land Commis-
sion shall stand as valid making
him the true owner of the northern
and southern portion of the lot.

The justices said there is no
sufficient evidence cited by the
trial court that convinces them
that Justino in fact purchased the
land.

Ernesto then sought re-heating
of the Supreme Court’s opinion,
but the justices denied such peti-
tion.

PSS. ..

Continued from page 10

pation in the regular education
environment,

Teachers must also join in dis-
cussions about the supplementary
aids and supports for them and
other school staff that are neces-
sary to ensure the student’s
progress in the regular education

environment.

The IDEA amendments will be
implemented nationwide as part
of the effort to strengthen educa-
tional opportunities forthe United

States’ six million students with

disabilities.

The new policy will focus on
teaching and learning and estab-
lishes high expectations for dis-
abled childrentoachieverealedu-
cational results.

Executor ...

Continued from page 5

funding requirements set out in
the 1999 cash flow projections of
Danao which were submitted to
the court in 1998,” he added.
Following executor’s requests,
the Superior Court had already
released several millions of dol-
lars from Hillblom estate for the
continued operations of such Viet-
nam investments.

The projects, which were ear-
lier estimated worth over $80
million, include Riverside apart-
ments, Dalat Palace golf course,
Hotel Sotitel Dalat Palace,
Novotel and Villas, and Phan
Thiet Hotel and golf course.

Tony C. P. Ng, a former friend
and business associate of the late
Hillblom, urged the executor to
conduct full investigation into the
Vietnam projects, saying *“some
details were probably concealed
from the executor.”

Guam .

Continued from page 5

solves it. He is very much aware
now that we do have approved
slaughterhouses,” Concepcion
said.

She added that DLNR has sent
documents to the Guam agricul-
ture department substantiating the
commonwealth’s claim thatithas
the slaughterhouses.

The CNMI is required to have
USDA -approved slaughterhouses
before it can be allowed to import

meat products to Guam and the
US mainland.

“We initially asked him
(Taijito) toretract his statement,”
Concepcion said.

Taijito, in his recent advisory,
said no USDA-approved slaugh-
terhouses exist in Guam and the
commonwealth.

Thus, he added, meat products
from the commonwealth should
not be allowed in Guam.

Guam lifted the ban on CNMI
meat products in 1997 after the
commonwealth complied with
federal regulations on the matter.

HANMI .

Continued from page 7

nity apart fromother [places] seek-
ing the same investors,” Tenorio
said.

He said the bill proposesto give
investors something that costs the
CNMI “nothing™: tax breaks on

income that does not currently

exist.

It was Villanueva who pointed
outthe bill’s similarities with H.B.
11-389, the free trade zone legis-
lation.

However, he added, the tax ex-

emptions of H.B. 11-394 “appear
vague.”

But Commerce supports the
bill’'s inclusion of various entitle-
ments currently provided to alien
workers to any benefit package to
be offered to resident workers,
Villanueva said.

He noted, moreover, that the
bill should contain provision to
exempt investors from the Hiring
Moratorium Act.

“New and larger
investments...tend to require sub-
stantial labor needs which
are...met with the hiring of [alien]
workers,” Villanueva said.

To prevent HIV/AIDS,
Think of the ABC’s - Abstain,
Be Faithful and use Condom.

Guam ...

Continued from page 3

ship between the U.S. Air Force
and the people of Guam.

“Guam’s economy will greatly
benefit from this turnover,” said
Govemor Carl T.C. Gutierrez.

“Certain lands in Ritidian are
within the hotel zone, but because
of restricted passage, they could
not be developed. With this tumn-
over however, the Government of
Guam andprivate landowners will
now have the opportunity to de-
velop their lands to their fullest
potential,"Gutierrez said.

He added that this will result in
creation of more jobs and busi-
nesses in the island.

Gutierrez has been demanding
for the return of these lands.

During his term as senator in
the 20th Legislature, Gutierrez
sponsored bills seeking compen-
sation for landowners.

One bill became P.L. 20-222,
also known as the Northwest Ter-
ritories Act of Guam, which pro-
vided private landowners, the
Guam Economic Development
Authority, and GovGuam with a
legal framework and financial
resources to address this issue.

“Throughout all of my years as
apublic servant, both as a senator
and as govemnor, the one issue
that has been near and dear to my
heart is the return of lands to their
rightful owners,” the governor
said.

“I have witnessed the suffering
and participated in the struggles
that the people of Guam have
endured to get back what is right-
fully theirs. This land belongs to
the people and I am so happy that
this is finally happening,”
Gutierrez added.

Asearly asMarch 31, 1952, the

Air Force attempted to gain con-

trol over certain land area adja-
cent to Andersen Air Force Base
inorder toimprove security. U.S.
military real estate authorities
worked to enlarge the perimeter
of the northwest field to include
all adjacentprivately owned cliffs
and beach lots.

In 1973, the Air Force further
restricted access by establishing
an armed sentry at Potts Junction,
which blocked all access along
the Ritidian spur.

Thisroad runs north from Route
3 at Potts Junction to a fork in the
road beyond which a spur to the
right leads to the Ritidian Point
Light, and a spur bearing left,

continues on a downslide to
Ritidian Beach.

Attorney Peter R. Sgro, Ir., has
assisted.over 40 families in fed-
eral land use issues over the past
8 years and has written articles on
the subject over the past 10 years.
He believes that the Governor has
maintained a true sense of com-
passion and responsiveness.

“The Governor’s ability to work
with the United States Air Force,
is yet another living example of
how he has been able to transform
his visions of federal land reform
policies into realities ‘by his
instinctiveness and skills of ne-
gotiations,” Sgro said.

Despite years of strained re-
lations between the federal and
local governments, this dream
is finally becoming a reality for
the people of Guam, Sgro said.

“I offer my sincere gratitude .

to the Secretary of the Air Force,
Secretary Whit Peters, and
members of the Air Force Com-
mand for what I consider a his-
toric landmark in the relations
between the People of Guam
and the United States Air

-Force,” Sgro said.

The public is invited to attend
the historic signing on Route
3A.

Fund...

Continued from page 3

“It is highly unusual for the
government to do that. It doesn’t
occur in other similar plans and it
will not help the portfolio to
grow,” he said.

The Department of Finance ear-

. lier requested the Fund to ascer-

tain whether the govemnment can
use the money that may be re-
funded from certain contributions
to offset portions of the
government’s total current out-
standing obligations or not.

The Fund also pointed out that
withdrawing employer contribu-
tions will result in substantial
increase in unfunded liability
and therefore further increase

the existing contributionrate for .

the CNMI government.

The government’s request is
in line with its efforts to settle
its outstanding obligation of
some $20 million to the Fund
which has reportedly has raised
concerns on the unavailability
of funds to pay future retirees’
pensions.

The Fund is maintaining open
communications with key gov-

ernment officials to resolve the
issue.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio and the
leglslatlve leaders are consider-
ing chppmg the retirement ben-

efits of future civil service em-

ployees in order to effectively
address the government’s consis-
tently dropping revenues and
NMIRF’s financial concerns.

House Speaker Diego T. '

Benavente said the Legislature is
looking at establishing a commit-
tee that would come up with rec-
ommendations aimed at unbur-
dening the Retirement Fund’s
pension obligations.

DPS...

Continued from page 3

"

affairs in-charge of handling it,
he said.

The official also volunteered
his office to hear such problems
as he called on the public to trust
and work more closely with the
police.

He said there are bad apples in
any organization, and the police
is no exemption.

It is here that the public’s help
is needed.

He assure the public of impar-
tiality.

A woman who wrote to the
Variety's letter to the editor sec-
tion on Friday had complained
against the alleged rudeness of an
unidentified police officer who
received her 911 call.

Camacho said that such type of
complaint should have been
brought to them directly and not
through the public.

“We can have them both (the
complainant and the police of-
ficer which can be identified by
the police) take the polygraph, so
that we will know who is saying
the truth,” he said.

He, however, disclosed that the
complaint had already reached
them even before it came out in
the newspaper.

As to the old complaint involv-
ing the call on a slaughtered bull,
Camacho said he is now handling
it administratively.

The Eco .. ..

Continued from page 4

In my judgment the local people
have all but lost control of the
economy, even in its present de-
pressed condition. One has to real-
ize, and atternpt to work within, a
structure that is designed to permit
the indigenous population to retain
control of the government. Re-
gardless of how one feels about this
- it is reality and if this presents a
problem - then perhapsthe island is
not for you. Everyone knows, or
should know, thatthe United States
Government engineered an agree-
ment in cooperation with local au-
thorities for a very unique relation-
ship with the islands where some
U. S. laws do not yet apply. A
relationship intentionally designed
to, among other things, insure in-

digenous, long term control over
land - the only major factor of
production that is truly local.

For all the economic benefits
that accrue to the government dur-
ing these austere times as aresult of
the garment industry, in my opin-
ion the islands’ long term future
lies with the tourism industry and it
is that sector that should receive
primary consideration for infra-
structure investment.

Why? For one reason the exist-
ing investment which is already in
place is enormous and more per-
manent. It also offers more diverse
opportunities for local participa-
tion over the long run.

As mentioned previously in this
column development itself can not
be “legislated” as is so commonly
thought in the islands.

Only the legal environment
known as a friendly “business cli-
mate” under which such invest-

ment is expected to thrive can be
established by a legislative body.
Even then there is no guarantee
investment will result, but such
legislation is, in a real sense, a
“welcome mat.”

The converse is also true, restric-
tive laws and onerous bureaucratic
regulations effectively close the
door to investment. Either way -
suchlaws are areflection as to what
the population desires and they are
promulgated by elected officials
who believe they are adhering to
the willof the majority of voters. At
least that’s how it is supposed to
work.

Editor’s note: More than one
hundred articles by the author con-
cerningeconomic issues previously
published by the Variety can be
examined on computer discs at the
Joeten - Kiyu Library or at web site
www.cnmi-guide.com/info/es-
says/

MONDAY, MAY 24, 1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-23

Thailand defends decision to ban
union meeting over Myanmar

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) —

Thailand is defending a decision
to abruptly withdraw permission
for a conference on labor issues
and democracy in Myanmar by
sayingofficials from the military-
ruled country should have been
invited.

The long-planned conference
would have coincided with a re-
cently scheduled, sensitive meet-
ing between seniorofficials of the
European Union and Association
of Southeast Asian Nations that
was delayed for more than a year
due to disputes over Myanmar’s
participation.

The Sinagpore-based Interna-
tional Confederation of Free Trade
Unions-Asian and Pacific Re-
gional Organization was informed
Thursday that it would not be
allowed to hold its conference in
Bangkok, which was expected to
draw 130 people from 20 coun-
tries.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Don Pramudwinai was quoted in
Sunday’seditions of The Bangkok

Post as saying that the labor meet-
ing may have gone ahead if the
organizers had allowed someone
from Myanmar’s ruling State
Peace and Development Council
to make its case.

“We don’t have any problem with
the meeting, but it should be properly
organized and more inbalance,” Don
was quoted as saying,

Thai authorities said the con-
ference risked straining relations
with their western neighbor, also
known as Burma. The labor fed-
eration and human-rights groups
accused Thailand of bowing to
the generals next door.

Myanmar’s government would
have been particularly offended
if Sein Win, president of a Wash-
ington-based Myanmar govern-
ment-in-exile, had been allowed
to attend, Don said. He was de-
nied a visa.

The conference and the EU-
ASEAN meeting were to have
begun Monday.

At the EU’s insistence,
Myanmar’s representatives will

not be allowed to speak or offi-
cially participate in the EU-
ASEAN forum.

The EU enforces sanctions
against the country to protest hu-
man-rights abuses and lack of
democracy.

The meeting, which will dis-
cuss technical issues related to
trade, investment and coopera-
tion, has been postponed since
Myanmar became a full member

- of ASEAN in 1997.

-Under the ground rules for the
meeting, Myanmar and two other
recent ASEAN members, Cam-
bodia and Laos, will be desig-
nated as being non-signatories of
bilateral arrangements with the
15-nation European bloc that
pledge to respect human rights.

Assuch, they will not officially
participate.

The seven other ASEAN mem-
bers who have such agreements
with the EU — Brunei, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam
— will do the talking.

U.S. president: Yugoslav airstrikes necessary, working

NEW YORK (AP) —
NATO’s air campaign against
Yugoslavia is working and will
help establish a Europe that is
peaceful, undivided and free,
President Bill Clinton said in an
opinion piece in Sunday’s New
York Times.

Clinton has been criticized by
some in Congress for limiting
the action in the region to air

strikes and for not making plans
for a ground attack.

Clinton said he does not rule
out other military options but said
the current strategy is working
and will succeed in restoring the
people of Kosovo to their homes.

“The intolerable conditions the
region finds itself in today are
the result of a decadelong cam-
paign by Slobodan Milosevic to

build a greater Serbia by singling
out whole peoples for destruction
because of their ethnicity and
faith,” Clinton wrote in an article
published on the Times’ op-ed
page.

“We are haunted by the images
of people driven fromtheir homes,
pushing the elderly in wheelbar-
rows, telling stories of relatives
murdered,” he wrote.

Bill.

Continued from page 1

ing health care resources is being
provided to alien workers, who
now outnumber locals, while
approximately 10 percent goes
to Freely Associated States
(FAS) citizens.

Alien workers cost the

CNMI $12.3 million in oper-
ating expenses for health care
services, while FAS citizens
cost $3 million.

Capital costs for the health
facilities to accommodate non-
residents amount to $19.27
million. Of this amount, $3.7
million goes to FAS citizens.

The report said based on the
fiscal year 1999 CNMI bud-

get and information provided
by the Department of Finance,
the commonwealth needs
$44.87 million a year to pro-
vide existing health care fa-
cilities and services.

Of this amount, the CNMI
has recovered, at most, $14
million, for a net operating
loss of $30.79 million, the re-
port said.

Continued from page 1
Adasaid HUD instructed NMHC

Friday that the agency should con-
tinue with the implementation of
federally-funded housing programs
in line with Munson’s order.

“So long as the Micronesian
Legal Services will not file a
motion for a stay we will con-
tinue,” Ada pointed out.

CNML.

Continued from page 1

Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, Hawaii's Daniel K.
Akaka, recently introduced a bill
that couldlead totheend of CNMI
control over its own immigration
policies.

Their bill would provide forthe
full extension of federal immi-
gration laws here if the US Justice
Department, which is in favor of
“federal takeover,” finds that the
CNMI does not have the capacity
1o administer an effective system
of immigration control, or the
genuine commitment to enforce
the system.

It is the sixth bill introduced in
this Congress that would signifi-
cantly change local labor and im-
migration policies.

Last year, similar legislation
introduced by Murkowski and
Akaka was endorsed by the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, but what was not taken up
by the US Senate.

Teno. . .

Continued from page 1

He said the implementation of
the simplified zoning law can also
be assigned to the task force.

The reactivation of zoning on
the island is one of the goals set
out for this vear by the Republi-
can administration and the Re-
publican-dominated Legislature.

The chair of the Saipan legisla-

tive delegation, Rep. Heinz S.
Hofschneider (R-Prec. 3), earlier
said that the island’s zoning law is
likely to be reactivated before the
end of the year.

In 1994, citing the complexity
of the law and numerous com-
plaints from the community,
Saipan legislators passed a local
bill that would suspend zoning on
the island. The local bill was
signed into local law on Aug. 15,
1994.

SN MU LA S IVERTH AN Woted:

The following month, then Gov.
Froilan C. Tenorio abolished the
zoning board and transferred its
staff and function to a division of
DLNR.

On April 18, 1997, Public Law
10-57 was enacted instructing
DLNR tosubmit, withinone year,
tothe governor recommendations
for a simplified zoning system.

The governor will then submit
a final recommendation to the
Saipan legislative delegation.

CUUT Y G LB Dt s ot

F'OR sAl_E:

1989 DEVILLE - 4 DOOR SEDAN - WHITE IN COLOR
INSPECTED MAY 1999 - VALID UNTIL MAY 2000
L.OW MILEAGE - 64,000 MILES

(103,000 KILOMETERS)
GOOD CONDITION - CLEAN INTERIOR

FULLY AUTOMATIC - GOOD AIRCON

U.S. MAINLAND BOOK PRICE $6,600 FOB

SAIPAN PRICE $3 ,OOO CAsH ONLY

_CONTACT: 322-3929 - AFTER 5 P.M.

CHALAN KIYA

2 BEDROOW APARTMIENT

FOR RENT

AGCCGONIMODATIONS IN(:I.III]E:
Fully Furnished » 24 Hour Free Water o Free Stail Parking o
On Site Laundry Facilities  Apartments & Grounds Fenced in for Privacy
« Spacious & Beautiful Grounds » Emergency Generator  Excellent
Lacation » Quiet Neighbarhood

CAlL: @235-8415 - Cell: 483-1922
*ONE YEAR CONTRACT REQUIRED.

2- BEI]HI]IIM APAHTIVIENT

Lm:ated in sal-anan Tnurist Belt
Located in front of the American Memorial Park
Monthly rent: $600.00 (Utilities not included)
Fully Furnished, 24 hours Water Supply

With Back-up Generator

CONTACE.
234-0580 or 234-6653

9009 and leave your name and telephone number.

ICE HOUSES FOR RENT

= Executive house with five {5) bedrooms, three (3) bathrooms, two (2} kitchens, four (4) car garage, large living
rooms and patio over 5,000 square feet is available for lease at a discount price of $2,000 per month.

5 Executive house newly built with four (4) bedrooms, three (3) bathrooms, two {2) patios, covered garage,
secured fence around the house at a discounted price of $1,300.00

= Three bedrooms with extra guest room, two (2) bathrooms, three (3) car garage, large barbecue house with
secured fence.around the house at a-discounted price of $1,000.00

All of the houses are located in a quite neighborhood at San Vicente. They are also included water tanks with

pressurized waler pumps. If you are interested to see any of these houses, please call telephone number 235-

' *(2 UNITS-NEWLY RENOVATED) .

2- BIG BEDROOM HOUSE, LOCATED IN CHINATOWN
SUITABLE FOR HOUSING UPTO 12 EMPLOYEES
24-HRS. WATER SUPPLY, QUIET PLACE

ASK FOR CORA AT TEL. 233-9298/9299

. Commercml Spacc i1 bedroom st Floor
& 3 rooms 2nd floor next to Sister Remedios
School

« 2-Units Apartment (Furnished) North of PIC

Contact: SALLY AT 234-3694

HOUSE FOR SALE OR LONG TERM LEASE

Lot 1,057 sq. m. » House Area 750 sq. m. «
6 Bedrooms w/4 Bathroom « 50,000 gatlon
CUC water & rain water tank » w/hot water &
water pump. Located at San Roque.

Interested inquiry only
Call Tel, $235-7562; 322-5500 - Pager #236-4021

FOR RENT
Avail, Furnished or Unfurnished.
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath,
w/Utility Room and 1 Car Garage.
Trash Collection and
Lawn Maintenance included.
Located in San Vicente
Call: 234-7490 - ELLA

(2) Bedroom, (1) Bedroom Apartment,
Fully Furnished, Laundry Room, Security Gate
w/lntercom, 24 hrs. hot water, High quality and
cheap price. Located in Koblerville
MODERN APARTMENT
Contact Person: Daniel Lin Tel. 288-8471 or 483-8484

HOUSE FOR RENT

+ 1 Room, 1 Kitchen, 1 Bathroom

« 2 Rooms, Big Dining, Kitchen & Bath
+ 2 Rooms, 1 Kitchen, 2 Bathroom
Located in San Jose, Oleai

Contact: 234-9088 / 235-9088

NEW APARTMENT FOR RENT

»2 Bdrm near Coral Occan Point and
Koblerville Elementary School

sFenced location, aircon in cach bdrm,
refrigerator, stove, water heater

*Water, trash collection and sewer paid

-Elccmcny not included

235-4341 after 5:30 p.m.

FOR RENT

Ocean View, 2 Bdrm, Fully Furnished, Carpeted,
Typhoon Shutters, Trash Service, Security Lighting,
24 hrs. water, Gas Stove & Water Heater, Quiet, East
Capital Hill Location. Call: 234-7193 or 235-7151

,No only S700.00 permontht ..

ORI AL A

'HOUSE FOR RENT

2-Bedroom Goncrete
3-Bedroom Concrete
Nice & Secured Place

CALL: 234-1778 (office)
234-8734 (homie)

)u'

IN KOBLERVILLE

\

1AL ~
STUDID TYPE - $300/MONTH
FURNISHED, GOOD WATER & POWER
SMGLE OR COUYPLE OMY.

AT 2BB-2222. « ~ e rasie




Job Vacancy -
Announcement

PUBLIC NOTIBE

All interested resident workers are

urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & Immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qualified and available.

For further assistance,

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at

Tel. 664-2078.

10 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
08 PIPE FITTERS-Salary:$3.05 per
hour
02 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
01 SURVEYOR-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour '
01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour
10 MAINTENANCE (HELPER) RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: PACIFIC DRILLING LTD. Tel.
235-8531(5/24)M30993

04 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MARIANAS SAN-SHO CORP.
dba Coconut-Tei-Restaurant Tel. 323-
5690(5/24)M30992

01 MAINTENANCE, BUILDING & RE-
PAIR-Salary:53.05 per hour

Contact: K2 CORPORATION Tel. 322-
2312(5/24)M30995

——

DEADLlNE 12 00 noon
: NOTE

If some reason your cdverhsemen‘r is incomect, call us
immediiately o make the necessary cormrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsible only for one incomect insertion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancelany ad at any time.

01 (OPERATIONS) MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$6.00-10.00 per hour

04 COOK-Salary:$3.30-4.00 per hour
06 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.60 per hour

15 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour
15 IRONER (PRESSER)-Salary:$3.05-
3.60 per hour

50 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour

04 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour

Contact: MICHIGAN, INC. Tel. 234-
9555(5/24)M30930

58 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 CUTTER, HAND-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: MIRAGE (SAIPAN) CO., LTD.
Tel. 234-3481(5/24)M30983

15 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: COMMONWEALTH GAR-

MENT MFG., INC. Tel. 234-7550(5/

24)M30984

12 HAND SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

07 PRESSER MACHINE-Salary:$3.05
per hour

05 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
INSPECTOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

08 CUTTER MACHINE-Salary:$3.05
per hour

05 ASSEMBLER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 PACKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: TOP FASHION CORPORA-
TION Tel. 322-1611(5/24)M30988

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: EMANUEL D. PAMINTUAN
dba RVE Ent. Tel. 235-6679(5/

24)M30982

02 TOUR COORDINATOR-Sal-
ary:$800.00 per month

Contact: KOREA TOURISM, INC. dba
Koreana Tours Bureau Tel. 233-3001(5/
24)M30977

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$700.00-
1,200.00 per month

Contact: TASI TOURS & TRANSPOR-
TATION INC. Tel. 235-9373(5/
31)M78656

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:52,000.00 per month

Contact: PACIFIC DRILLING LTD. Tel.
235-8531(5/31)M31101

02 WAITRESS, NIGHT CLUB-Sal-
ary:53.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: SHORES OF SAIPAN, INC.
dba Club Dera Tel. 234-8166(5/
31)M31094

01 MECHANIC, AUTO-Salary:53.05-
4.25 per hour

Contact: SPN, SANKO TRANSPORTA-
TION, INC. Tel. 234-3363(5/31)M31093

01 MECHANIC, MAINTENANCE-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,100.00 per month
Contact: WINDSURFING SAIPAN, INC.
Tel. 235-7621(5/31)M31095

01 MANAGER, RESERVATION &
TICKETING-Salary:$800.00-1,700.00
per month

Knowledge and experience in operat-
ing an |1ATA Travel Agent with expertise
in using Worldspan and Amadeus Com-
puter System.

2 years experience managing a travel
agent.

01 SUPERVISOR, TICKET SALES-Sal-
ary:5800.00-1,000.00 per month
College graduate.

Technical expertise in automated tick-
eting and reservation procedures using
amadeus & Woldspan computer sys-
tem.

Contact: R & C TOURS SAIPAN, INC.
Tel. 234-7430(5/31)M31096

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.35-3.50
per hour

Contact: PACIFIC DAIKEN CO., LTD.
Tel. 234-7453(5/31)M31097

02 HOUSEKEEPING (HOTEL)
CLEANER-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per hour
01 ’{f-IOTEL) CLERK, FRONT DESK-
Salary:$3.05-3.25 per hour

Contact: J & JEV ENTERPRISES, INC.
dba Victoria Hotel Tel. 233-2031(5/
31)M31083

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

05 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05-3.20 per hour
01 ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MAN-
AGER-Salary:$3.05-16.11 per hour

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 SEWING SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-8.50 per hour

30 SEWING MACHINE OPERATORS-
Salary:83.05-3.60 per hour

05 MACHINE PRESSER (PRESS OP-
ERATOR)-Salary:$3.05-3.15 per hour

Contact: SAM MARIANAS, INC. Tel.

322-3444(5/24)M30976

01 (SUPERVISOR) A/C & REF. TECH.-
Salary:5700.00-2,000.00 per month
Contact: IL HAE CORPORATION dba
Winia Air Con (Sales & Repair) Tel. 234-
5419(5/24)M30991

01 (ASST.) MANAGER, RESTAURANT-
Salary:$8.00-10.00 per hour
Coordinates food service activities of
hotel, restaurant, or other similar estab-
lishment at social function estimate food
and beverage costs and requisition or
purchase supplies confers with food
preparation and other personnel to pian
menus and related activities, such as
dining room, bar, and banquet opera-
tions. Directs hiring and assignment of
personnel. Investigates and resolves
food quality and service complaints.
May review financial transactions and
monitor budget limitation, and other re-
lated duties as assigned, Must speak
and write Japanese and English.

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$4.00-4.05 per
hour

03 COOK-Salary:$4.00-4.15 per hour
Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORP. dba
Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-6495(5/
24)M78533

01 MANAGER-Salary:$5.80 per hour
Contact: PACIFIC OCEAN INT'L.
TRADE CORP. Tel. 288-1668(5/
24)M30980

02 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per
hour

Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION
dba Coral Ocean Point Resort Club Tel.
234-7000(5/24)M78546

‘Classificed Ads

FIRST

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: RONG-YAN ENT. INC. dba
Ming Ming Store Tel. 235-2019(5/
31)M31087

01 REFRIGERATION AND A/C TECH.-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

02 BLDG. MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: TORRES REFRIGERATION,
INC. Tel. 235-1662(5/31)M31089

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JOSEPH T. TORRES dba
Courtney’s Plaza Tel. 235-1662(5/
31)M31088

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: L.M. ENTERPRISES TEL.
235-3182(5/31)M31092

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: ANGELITA M. BUNIAG dba
Alanar's Enterprises Tel. 234-0695(5/
28)F31067

(SALES)-Sal-

01 MANAGER™
ary:$480.00 per month
Contact: MIRAGE CORPORATION Tel.
233-4137(6/7)M31223

01 SPORTS INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$800.00 per month

Contact: JY CONSTRUCTION dba JY
Reef Rider Tel. 234-6564(5/28)F31064

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.00-5.00
per hour

Contact: SEVEN TWELVE 7.12 ENT,,
INC. Tel. 234-1232(6/7)M31211

01 MANAGER-Salary:$1,000.00-
2,000.00 per month

Contact: BYUNG GON HWANG dba
Byung Gon Enterprises Tel. 234-6465(5/
28)F31062

01 STOCK CONTROLLER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: NAINA ENTERPRISES INC.
Tel. Roshis Variety Store Tle. 234-
6533(6/7M31212

01 OPERATION MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00-2,000.00 per month

03 TOUR GUIDE-Salary:$3.50 per hour
Contact: RAINBOW CORPORATION
dba E&F Tour Agency Tel. 234-6564(5/
28)F31061

01 PEST CONTROL WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.25 per hour
Contact: NO KA Ol TERMITE & PEST
CONTROL (SAIPAN), INC. Tel. 322-
2847(5/31)M31091

01 CHIEF COOK-Salary:$800.00-
1,300.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$600.00-
800.C0 per month

Contact: C AND V ENTERPRISES Tel.
234-0381(5/31)M31098

05 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Sal-
ary:$800.00-2,100.00 per month

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary:$650.00-800.00 per month
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA
TOURS, INC. Tel. 234-3913(5/
28)F78622

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$4.00 per hour

Contact: SEAFIX INCORPORATED Tel.
322-0997(5/28)F31069

01 SALES MANAGER-Salary:$600.00-
1,400.00 per month

02 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$600.00-
950.00 per month

01 COMPUTER OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$600.00-950.00 per month

01 DRAFTER-Salary:$600.00-950.00
per month

02 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.50 per hour

09 MASON-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour
01 AIRCONDITION TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

07 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

04 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

01 (HOLLOW) BLOCK MAKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

03 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

02 SECURITY GUARD-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

Contact: SABLAN ENTERPRISES,
INC. Tel. 234-1558(5/31)M31099

01 CASHIER-Salary:3$3.05 per hour
Contact: BLT AMUSEMENT dba Fun
Zone Tel. 322-4577(5/31)M31085

03 TRIMMER-Salary:S3.05 per hour
Contact: SMZ CORPORATION Tel.
288 1914(5/31)M31086

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3. 05 per hour
01 MANAGER (NIGHT CLUB)-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

03 WAITRESSES-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: XOU CORP. dba Number one
Bar Tel. 235-9895(5/28)F31074

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.50 per hour
01 (DISHWASHER) KITCHEN
HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

03 WAITRESSES/WAITER-Sal-
ary:$4.00-4.50 per hour

Contact: JAVAIMPORTS LTD. dba Cof-
fee Shop Tel. 323-5282( 5/28)F31079

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: BRIGIDA B. SOLOMON dba
Janine Beauty Salon Tel. 235-1323(5/
28)F31070

04 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.25 per hour
Contact: WESTERN EQUIPMENT, INC.
Tel. 322-9561(5/28)F78624

01 WELDER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 (INSTALLER) ALUMINUM FABRI-
CATOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SAIPAN ALUMINUM & GLASS
CO. LTD. Tel. 233-2410(5/28)F31058

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(5/28)F31060

01 MANAGER-Salary:$3.50 per hour
Contact: ANGELITA M. BUNIAG dba
Alanar's Enterprises Tel. 234-0695(5/
28)F30168

03 CUTTER (HAND)-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

05 PRESSER (HAND)-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

03 PACKAGER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
16 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 QUALITY AND CONTROL
CHECKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

03 TRIMMER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: EXPRESS MANUFACTUR-
ING, INC. Tel. 322-6742(5/28)F31066

LOOKING FOR A JOB?

01 (ASSISTANT) MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: GLOBAL CORPORATION
LTD. Tel. 235-6998(6/7)M31210

01 CUSTOMER SERVICE CLERK-Sal-
ary:$7.00-9.50 per hour

3 months experienced required.
Demonstrates excellence in customer
service.

Customer relations as may applicable.
Japanese & Korean language benefi-
cial; thorough knowledge of all produc-
tion information for a retail environment.
Plus $425.00 housing allowance per
month.

Contact: DFS SAIPAN LIMITED Tel.
234-6615(6/7)M78754

01 AUTO MECHANIC- Salary $3.05-
3.15 per hour

Contact: ANTONIO C. CRUZ dba
Mahartika Enterprises Tel. 234-5561(6/
7)M31214

01 MAINTENANCE (SUP.) SUPERVI-
SOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour .
Contact: TAJ MAJAL CORPORATION
Tel. 234-3760(6/7)M31224

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: EMILIO P. QUIATCHON SR.
dba EQ Construction Tel. 234-8827(5/
26)30920

TMMEDTATE Hlnll\m]

1-Chiefmiate  with panama license of 500 gross tons or ver

1-Assistant ENGiNeer wit paamaiicense to bande
marine engine of 1,500 bp; most be qualified electrician

1-0iler win panama license

2-Able Bodied Seaman win raama fcense

apply at:
ANGYUTA SHIPPING COMPANY, LTD.
P.0. Box 301 Rota, MP 85951
Tel. (670)-532-3350/0935 Fax: (B70)-532-0317 Saipan Branch: %l. (670)-235-7682 Fax: (§70)-235-5882

OFFICE MANAGER NEEDED
FULL TIME LOCAL OR I/R HIRE ONLY

DUTIES:

DAY TO DAY OPERATIONS, ACCOUNTING
KNOWLEDGE, INVENTORY CONTROL and PERSONNEL
MANAGEMENT, ADVERTISING AND PROMOTIONAL
BACKGROUND IS A PLUS.

SALARY DEPENDS ON EXPERIENCE
FAX RESUME 2 PAGES MAX!!!
670-235-7397
OPENING CLOSES 5-25-99

$800 WEEKLY POTENTIAL Processing
Government Refunds at Home,

o Experience Necessary.
1-800-966-3599 Ext, 1976

SAIPAN TUTORIAL SERVICES

For your child’s academic
assistance.

CALL: 235-4959

LEAVING ISLAND SALE

‘92 Rocky Daihatsu, $3700/0B0, dwd, radio,
tape player. Refrig, 2 yrs old, frost-free, 375
080. House stufF too.

Call KAREN (@234-6687 or 2273 for more info.

FOR SALE

1986 Dodge 250 Utility Truck
$9,900.00 - 0.8.0.
1979 Isuzu Boom Truck 28 feet bed
w/ 21 Crane $12,600.00 - 0.B.O.

Ask for Nelson at Tel. No. 234-9084

FOR SALE

1990 44 Extra Cab Toyota Pick-up, Motor Completely
Rebailt A/ k. Price reduced fo $5,500.00

1992 doer, & speed, Toyota Tercel, A/C,
Price reduted to $3,000.00

Small electric Lawn Mower $50.00
Quazar 19 TV w/remete and sleep mode $150.00

- Call: (Day) 234-5498 ext. 1552 for Mary Kay
" (Bvening Weekend) 256-1146
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider
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NOTHING,
WHY 7
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STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

MONDAY, MAY 24, 1999
Borntoday, you are always aware
of your own faults, but you don’t
dwell on the negatives. Your at-
tention is almost always on the
positive aspects of your life, and
onthe need tomove forward, grow
and develop. You can be quite
critical of others, however, and
there are times when this is any-
thing but appropriate. You would
benefit from a more firm knowl-
edge of when things should or
should not be said, as well as how
they should be said. You are ob-
servant of everything that goes on
around you, and you are always
willing and eager to “getinvolved”
in any way you can.

When you are in love, you are
in love “all the way.” You may
find that though you are quick to
commit, you are also quick to call
itquits when you feel the relation-
ship has run its course. You’ll
eventually learn an important les-
son about longevity from a very
special friend and lover.

Also bomn on this date are:
Priscilla Presley, actress; Bob
Dylan, musician and singer; Patti
LaBelle, singer; Tommy Chong,
actor and comic; Frank Oz, direc-
tor and puppeteer.

To see what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthday star be your
daily guide.

TUESDAY, MAY 25

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You’re in no mood for a lot of
complications today, so keep

R R R I R T SR

things simple. Demand that oth-
erstreat you honestly and with the
respect you deserve.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— Avoid being extravagant in
any way today. It’s important that
you use your resources wisely,
and that you avoid doing any-
thing offensive

LEO (July 23-Aug.22) —Itis
essential for you to get in touch
with your own inner workings
today if you really want a project
to succeed in the *“outside world.”

VIRGO (Aug.23-Sept. 22) —
It’s time for you to take your act
“on the road.” There are those
who can do wonders for your ca-
reer if you only let them know
who you are!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
Keep yourself awake and alert at
all times today, as dangers may
surprise you. They will demand
immediate and appropriate reac-
tions.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— You'’re not about to be hurried
today, no matter how busy your
schedule may be. It is essential
that you give each thing its due
um.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — Your impulsive na-
ture may get you into one or two
situations which you cannotcom-
pletely control today. Caution is
advised at all times.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — You are likely to be quite
sentimental today, but you mustn’t
let your feelings trap you in a
situation thatemphasizes the past.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
— You can be proud with much of
what you do today, but one small
error may keep you from reaching
your potential at this time.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
— You may be anxious over a
decision you made some time ago,
but you needn’t fear any delayed
reactions. Leave the past behind
and look forward.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— You may encounter some un-
expected difficulties when it
comes to “setting up” a new
project. Routine can be aban-
doned, but you must be clever!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— You may not want to be in the
center of things today, but a pe-
ripheral position isn’t likely to
afford you the “‘view” that you
really need. END Your Birthday
05-24-99
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be able to win,”

Despite none of them hitting a hole-in-one at the No.3 hole—for abrand
new sedan— Richard Pierce, Alex uablan Juan Lizama and Hermie

Queja still enjoyed their day at {8 "ks during the Rotary Club’s golf
tournament yesterday at Laolao 83y. Photo by Tony Celis

Wabol.

Continued from page 28

Camacho, Jess Wabol, Michael
Kim and Eddie Peter.

*“‘One of us (SPG team) should
commented
Manibusan prior to teeing off.

Not only one, but four did.

They were among the top six.

Wabol and Camacho took first
place in championship flight.
Eddie Peter and Michael Kim
came in third. Kim and Peter
grossed a 71.

-Rudy Padernal and Tetsuhio
Machi took second place.

Fourth place was won by Lloyd
Hartman and Bob McPhee, with
gross 73.

Fifth place went to Edward
Manibusan and Tony Satur, just
one point behind at 74,

In handicap flight competition,
Ben Lizama and Nacio Salas won
the top place. with a gross 78, net
66.

Second place went to James
Starodub and Gregory Verville.
They netted a 68, after a gross 81
score.

Renato Reyes and Emil
Padernal took third place with a
gross 83, net 69.

Prior to yesterday’s golf tour-
nament the Rotary Club Week-
end Extravaganza held a “Las
Vegas Night” event at Diamond
Hotel.

The lucky winners were Ray -

Tenorio who won the big $5,000.
pot. The $3,000. purse was won
by Ray Borja while  Frances
Borja claimed the $2,000. win-
nings.

Proceeds from the Rotary
Club’s fund-raising activities all
go to various local charities.

“The Rotary Club sponsors
charitable events throughout the
year. None of the money col-
lected from the tournament goes
torunning the club,” said Rotarian
Jim Blend. “clubexpenses come
from membership fees.”

While the turn out was less than
expected it was a lesson for the
organizers.

“We went with adifferent tour-
nament format (alternate shot) and
I guess it wasn’t very popular.
We'll probably not use this for-
mat again,” added Blend.

PNG.

Continued from page 28

When asked whether Guam’s:

chances of medalling in
women’s softball enhanced
now that Papua New Guinea -
a nation of 4 million people
and multiple year-round soft-
ball leagues and tournaments
- pulled out, Steffy said it
didn’t matter.

“All of our softball teams

are ready,” he added. “We're
looking forward to three gold
medals. Just make your own
judgment. They probably
didn’t want to play because
they were afraid of losing.”

Papua New Guinea and
American Samoa will still
field men’s slow pitch and fast
pitch teams.

Boxing. .

Continued from page 28

The Samoa Amateur Associa-
tion (SABA) claims boxers from
the Upolu and Savaii Boxing Ring
(USBR) are not eligible to repre-

sent Samoa because they haven't
paid their registralion fee to the
association.
USBR wants to know how the
Association funds would be spent.
The South Pacific Games will
be held from May 29-Junel2.

American Samoa to send
large contingent to SPG

PAGO PAGO (Pacnews) —
American Samea's contingent
to the 1999 South Pacific
Games in Guam will depart
Monday (May 25) via Hawaii.

For the first time, the Ameri-
can Samoa National Olympic
Committee (AMNOC) has not
received any firancial assis-
tance from the Government to
send the team and each sports
body has had to fundraise for
their fares and accommoda-
tion in Guam.

The official number of play-
ers, coaches and officials an-
nounced today by President
of the AMNOC Ben Solaita is
101.

American Samoa will com-
pete in athletics, baseball, bas-

ketball, golf, sailing, softball,
tennis, weightlifting and wres-
tling. . '

The biggest contingent 1s
baseball with 30 players and
coaches, while the smallest is
athletics with just two.com-
petitors.

It’s the first time that Ameri-
can Samoa will not be repre-
sented in boxing and volley-
ball, which have been medal
earners for the territory in pre-
vious South Pacific Games.

This is because officials
have opted to compete in the
Oceania games instead.

As far as medal hopefuls are
concerned, basketball, golf,
weightlifting and baseball are
the strongest teams.

Solaita said it has been dif-
ficult trying to fundraise for
the games as the economy
seems to be in a slump and
people are not as generous as
before.

He said the team got a big
break in airfares between Ha-
waii and .Guam from Conti-
nental Airlines, which ischarging
half fares for the local contingent.

Lieutenant Governor Togiola
Tulafono, a mémber of the men’s
golf team, will serve as the offi-
cial delegation leader.

Other senior officials bound for
Guam are Senate President
Lutu Fuimaono, House
Speaker Sao'Nua and Director
of Youth and Women’s Af-
fairs, Fiasili Haleck.

Tessie Blalr in dnver sseatwon the Mananas Inwtatxonal Golf tournament’s Ladles dIVISIOn title with athree—
day total of 231, gross. Next to Blair is Desi Reyes, a junior golfer came in third at 237.
Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza

Guam’s.

Continued from page 28

The Amigoes were the nextvic-
tims, as they (SPG team) easily

put the “friends” away, 18-8.
And while the trail is still hot,
call on the men in blue. Buttono
avail, as the lawmen were shot
down, 29-8.
Likewise for Guam’s women'’s

slowpitch softball team, they have

been making a statement of their -

own. First they almost played a
shutout game against Bud Light,
beating them 36-2. Next the local
Ponape team fell 14-1.

SPG. . .

Continued from page 28

assign who goes into whichunit.”

Occupancy perhouse will vary.
As few as six athletes will occupy
atwo bedroom house, and as much
as 12 could occupy a four bed-
room unit, Benavente said.

New Caledonia posts the larg-
est delegation, according to Jo-
seph Cameron, Vendor Mayor of
the village. As much as 30 units
will be reserved for them, he said.
Nuie, with only five people, is the
smallest delegation. It will be
given two houses, Cameron said.

The village is equipped with an
event site. A stage was erected in
front of old style coconut huts for
various activities which will goon
through the duration of the SPG.

“We have cultural entertainers
from various countries who will
entertain the athletes,” Cameron
said. *Big bands will play as well.
Entertainment will start around 6
pm and close by 8:30 pm. We
close down after that so people

can rest.”

Everything will be done for the
guests except clothing them and
paying them. A recreation center
was set up, Two rooms will have
27-inchtelevisions, equipped with
cable services, available for ath-
letes. A 24-hour automatic teller
machine and convenience store is
accessible for all.

A dining facility is designated
atthe villageend. Breakfast, lunch
and dinner will be served at peri-
odic hours, Benavente said. One
side is reserved for technical offi-
cials. The other has a seating ca-
pacity for 900 athletes. -

At first the village seems vast,
with all available facilities sepa-
rated at a moderate walking dis-
tance. But in-house shuttle buses
will run continuously, taking ath-
letes around the village,
Benavente said. And as for the
walk, “At first it looks far but it
really isn’t. I've walked the entire
village hundreds of times, and
['m not an athlete.”

Round-the-clock security will
be provided, Benavente added.
Guards will be posted at front and

back entrances and forces will
patrol the village continuously,
he said.

“Our main concern is security
because we don’t want any inci-
dences,” Benavente added.

Rules and regulations, similar
to those of living in any residen-
tial area, will be enforced,
Cameron insisted. Infractions
such as disturbing the peace will
not be tolerated.

The general public will not be
allowed in the village, Cameron
added. Everyone entering the vil-
lage must have approved creden-
tials. A visitors office is set up for
those wishing to see relatives or
friends, but nobody but SPG ath-
letes and officials will be allowed
into the units.

“It’s a safety precaution,” both
Cameron and Benavente said.

In 1996, Andersen South was
home for Kurdish refugees flee-
ing Iraq’s sadistic leader Saddam
Hussein.

And from January to May 1998
a portion of Andersen South was
home to Guam’s homeless vic-
tims of Supertyphoon Paka.
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~ De La Hoya wins by TKO

By RICARDO ZUNIGA
SANJUAN, Puerto Rico (AP)—
The deal for a welterweight unifi-
cation fight between Oscar De La
Hoya and Felix Trinidad is bogged
down by a money dispute between
Trinidad's father-manager and pro-
moter Don King, the Puerto Rican
fighter's family says.

However, Bob Arum, De La
Hoya’s promoter, says the fight is
on.

“Don and the old man are squab-
bling overit,” Arum said Saturday,
referring toFelix Trinidad Sr.“Don
has assured me it will be no prob-
lem.

“We signed the deal, Kingand I.

The fight will happen.”

On Friday, Arum announced the
deal had been struck for De La
Hoyatoreceive dirs 15 million and
Trinidad’s camp to get $10.5 mil-
lion.

Notso,said Trinidad family law-
yer Nicolas Medina.

“It’s unacceptable. What King
didwas negotiate another $500,000
for himself,” Medina told The As-
sociated Press. “The deal is stuck.”

He said King already had agreed
he would get no more than $2 mil-
lion. Under an original proposal
already rejected by Trinidad Sr.,
Trinidad’s camp would receive $8
million and King $2 million.

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) —
Rasheed Wallace scored 20points
and Brian Grant had 16 points
and 15 rebounds as the Portland
Trail Blazers defeated the Utah
Jazz 97-87 Saturday to take a 2-1
lead in their best-of-7 second-
round series.

After John Stockton’s driving
layup put the Jazz ahead 14-9
with 6:08 left in the first, the
Blazers went on a 25-2 run that
included 19 straight points. A
steal and two free throws by Greg
Anthony gave Portland a 34-16
lead with 7:39 left in the second.

The Jazz pulled to 91-83 on a
layup by Thurl Bailey with 45
seconds left, but could get no
closer.

Arvydas Sabonis added 15
points and Isaiah Rider 13 for the
Blazers, whohave beatenthe Jazz
in eight straight home playoff
games dating to 1988.

Trail Blazers over Jazz

Karl Malone had 25 pointsand
14 rebounds, but Grant largely
dominated the intriguing
matchup of power forwards.

Spurs 103, Lakers 91

AtInglewood, California, Tim
Duncan scored 37 points, in-
cluding 19 on free throws, and
picked up San Antonio in place
of a foul-plagued David
Robinson as the Spurs beat Los
Angeles 103-91 Saturday totake
a commanding 3-0lead in their
Western Conference semifinal.

The Lakers are facing a play-
off sweep forthe second straight
year, having lost 4-0 to Utah in
the conference finals last sea-
son.

Glen Rice, Shaquille O’Neal
and Kobe Bryant finally had
big games at the same time for
the Lakers, who trailed by 13
points in the first half but led by
as many as six in the second half.

B ' % 38800, it i
Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant (left) looks to pass around San
Antonio Spurs’ Tim Duncan during the first quarter of Game 3 of a
Western Conference semifinal playoff game Saturday at the Great

Western Forum in Inglewood, Calif.

AP

Oscar De La Hoya, of East Los Angeles connects with a left to the jaw of Oba Carr of Detroit, Mich., during
the ninth round of their WBC Welterweight Championship bout at the Mandalay Bay Hotel in Las Vegas

Saturday.

Mayweather stops Juuko

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Floyd
Mayweather needed nine rounds
Saturday night to stop last-minute
substitute Justin Juuko and retain
his WBC super featherweighttitle.

Mayweather dominated the un-
eventful fight but never knocked
down Juuko until the ninth round,
when he landed two rights and
seemed to push Juuko to the can-
vas.

Juuko, who found out only
Wednesday that he would be fight-
ing, struggled up at the count of
nine, but referee Mitch Halpemn

counted him out at 1:20 of the
round.

It was the third defense of the
title for Mayweather, the 1996
Olympian who is 21-0 as a pro
with 16 knockouts. But it was a
performance that left many in the
crowd booing.

“I knew he'd be tough,”
Mayweather said. “ actually had
no problems in the ring, T hit him
with some really good shots.”

The fight was on the undercard
of Oscar De LaHoya’s WBC wel-
terweight title defense against Oba

Carr.

Mayweather won all but one
round on all three scorecards of
the ringside judges, but fought in
spurts and never pressed the at-
tack against Juuko, who was
unranked-by the WBC before be-
ing approved for the title fight.
Juuko’s record dropped to 33-3-
1.

“Tonly had two days notice so 1
thought it was a good perfor-
mance,” said Juuko, whoreplaced
Goyo Vargas, who pulled out af-
ter getting ill.

Clemens pitches
Yankees past V

CHICAGO (AP) — Roger
Clemens set an American League
record by winning his 18th straight
decision Saturday, pitching the
New York Yankees past the Chi-
cago White Sox 10-2inthe opener
of a doubleheader.

The White Sox won the second
game 2-1, ending their losing
streak at five. Reliever Bill Simas
struck out pinch-hitter Chili Davis
with the bases loaded to end the
game.

Clemens (3-0) won in his first
outing since April 27 and one day
after he came off the disabled list
with a strained left hamstring.

He hasn’t lost since May 29,
1998, when Seattle beathim while
he was with Toronto.

“Tobe undefeated for thatlong,
it's pretty special,” Clemens said.
“You have to be good, you have
tobe lucky, you have tobe consis-
tent.”

Clemens moved  past
Cleveland’s Johnny Allen (1936-
37) and Baltimore’s Dave
McNally (1968-69), both of whom
won 17 straight AL decisions.
Clemens’ streak includes 10 no-

decisions.

The major league record for
consecutive wins is 24 by Carl
Hubbell of the New York Giants
in 1936-37.

Clemens allowed the White Sox
six hits and tworuns — one earned
— insix innings, walking justone
and striking out four in an 89-
pitch outing.

Jorge Posada hit a two-run
homer and a three-run double for
the Yankees. Tino Martinez and
Bernie Williams also had two-
run homers as New York ended
the six-game winning streak of
John Snyder (6-2).

In the second game, Mike
Sirotka (2-5) got his first victory
since April 23. He allowed two
hits in eight-plus innings, retiring
14 straight batters before a lead-
off walk in the ninth.

BobHowry relieved and walked
three, and also balked home arun.
Simas earned his second save by
getting Davis to look at strike
three on a 3-2 pitch. Andy Pettitte
(2-2) took the loss.

Tigers 6, Indians 2

At Cleveland, Rookie Jeff

the
1te Sox

Weaver defeated Cleveland for
the second time in a week as the
Detroit Tigers downed the Indi-
ans in a game featuring a bench-
clearing incident touched off by
beanballs in the sixth inning.

Indians outfielder Manny
Ramirez was the only player
ejected after Cleveland starter
Jaret Wright (4-2) and Weaver
(5-3) took turns hitting batters in
the head with pitches in the sixth.

The Tigers have won two
straight over the Indians for the
firsttime in nearly six years. Dean
Palmer homered and drove in
three runs for Detroit.

Kenny Lofton went 3-for-3 for
the Indians, who have lost two
straight games for just the second
time this season. Tigers reliever
C.J. Nitkowski was ejected in the
eighth when his first — and only
— pitch knocked Lofton to the
ground.

In the top of the sixth, Wright,
who has already served a five-
game suspension for igniting a
brawlinBoston this season, nailed
Tony Clark in the helmet with a
pitch.
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By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
ANTICIPATION grew as to
which team would win the 1999
Rotary Club Golf Tournament
held yesterday at Laolao Bay Golf
Resort. At final tally, the team of
Jess Wabol and Joe **Kamikazie”
Camacho outgunned a pair of
sharpshooters in Rudy Padernal
and Tetsuhio to claim the cham-
pionship flight title.

The playoff was needed after
both teams turned in identical
scores of 70 (gross). -

Despite the early moming rain
shower, 66 Rotarians and golf
enthusiasts turned out for the tour-

nament to-support the charitable
organization.

The sudden downpour
prompted Richard Pierce to com-
ment, “perfect timing for the

green.” His comment didn’thelp

his golf game. '
The rain did stop and what fol-
lowed was one of the best days for
golfing—or anything else. It was
enough to make any golfer envi-
ous, instead of sitting at home in
front of the tube. ,
Joining the tournament were the
CNMTI’s South Pacific Games'
golf team comprised of coach
Edward Manibusan, players Joe

Continued on page 26

PNG women’s softball
team pulls out from SPG

By Eddie Siguenza

Variety News Staff
ONE powerhouse is out and an-
other just rolled into action,
which is both good and bead
news for Team Guam in the
South Pacific Games.

Papua New Guinea, the de-
fending SPG women'’s softball
gold medalist, pulled out of the
competition, according to Rob-
ert J. Steffy, President of the
Guam Amateur Softball Asso-
ciation.

“I confirmed it with Henry
Kila (President of the Softball
Federation of Papua New
Guinea),” Steffy said. “They just
don’t.play women’s slow pitch
softball over there. They only
play fast pitch.”

Steffy also received confir-
mation that American Samoa
will now send a women’s slow

pitch team to Guam after ini-

tially declining to field one, he
said. American Samoa won the
silver medal in the 1991 SPG in
PapuaNew Guinea, the last time
softball had been held. Guam
took the bronze medal.

Guam officials will now de-
cide whether to re-pool the
teams in the absence of Papua
New Guinea and presence of
American Samoa, or just put
American Samoa into Papua
New Guinea’s place in Pool B.
Also in Pool B are Common-
wealth of Northern Mariana Is-
lands, Republic of Palau,
Solomon Islands and Cook Is-
lands.

Guam is locked in Pool A
with Nauru, Federated States of
Micronesia and Marshall Is-
lands.

Continued on page 26
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ol, Joe Camacho,

Jess Wab

in yesterday’s Rotary Club golf tournament at Laolao Bay Golf Resort.
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EdManibusan, Michael Kim and Eddie Peter, CNMI’s SPG golfteam participated
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Photo by Tony Celis

Boxing dispute
could result to
Samoa’s pullout

APIA (Pacnews) — Deep divi-
sions between boxing officials in
Samoa are raising questions about
the Pacific country’s participa-
tion in the sport at the South Pa-
cific Games in Guam.
Participation will depend on the
result of meetings between rival
officials and Samoa Sports Fed-
eration President, Seiuli Paul
Wallwork, aimed atresolving dif-
ferences. )
Continued on page 26

From (left) Jeremy Winkfield (3rd Place), Nathaniel Munez (1st Place) and Myong Chin Kim (2nd ace)
competed in the long jump event during Saturday’s Al
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By Tony Celis with reports
by Eduardo Siguenza
Variety News Staff

-~ WHILE the Guam South Pa-
. cific Games’ (SPG) women’s
- national basketball team nar-

rowly lostto Young Son Army
base of Korea, 75-80, the

" (SPG) men and women’s

slowpitch teams have been
dishing out nothing but heart-
aches, for their opponents.

By Eddie Siguenza
Variety News Staff

" FOR TWO weeks, several of
i Guam’s visitors to the South

Pacific Games will be living in
better conditions than local resi-

- dents have in several years.

The Athlete’s Village opened
Saturday at Andersen South
Housing, aresidential neighbor-
hood once used for military per-
sonnel stationed at Andersen Air
Force Base. This area willhouse
approximately 3,300 athletes
and officials for the May 29-
June 12 SPG.

Starting yesterday and all
through this week, contingents
began arriving in time for
Saturday’s 6 p.m. opening cer-
emony atJohn F. Kennedy High
School.

Athletes will stay in houses
which are either two-, three- or

uam’s SPG slowpltch
team on winning streak

i
I8

The Budweiser sponsored ::
weekend SPG Tune-up tour- -
nament gave the teams a
chance to sharpen and per-
haps show skills, as the SPG
approaches.

The Guam men'’s slowpitch
team blew away Guam Cellu-
lar, 34-6, at Guerrero Stadium
in Hagatna. Then they de-
feated DOMS, 17-7.

Continued on page 26
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'SPG Athlete Vill

age opens
four-bedroom units. Some
houses are two story or single-
story duplexes. Some are air-
conditioned, some are not. !
Some have hot water, some |
don’t. - {
“Hot water is like air condi-
tioning. If you got it, great,”
said John Benavente, Athlete’s |
Village Vice Mayor. “Some |
work, some don’t. But the units
do cool down. The ones with-
out air conditioning will have .
fans. The two bedroom units
will have six fans, the four bed-
room units will have eight,
“What will probably happen
is since there’s so much room
ineach house, athletes who stay
inhouses without air condition-
ing will move over to the ones
that do have. It’ll be up to each
nation’s Chef De Mission to

Continued on page 26
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