
2 February 1944

Mr. Peter Ohtaki 
35 South Hoyne 
Chicago 12, Illinois

Dear Mr. Ohtaki:

Your letter of January 31, 1944, to the honorable 
Henry A. Stinson, Secretary of War, has been referred to 
this office for acknowledgment and reply.

Your request for permission to eater the Amy 
Air forces has been noted. The War Department has been 
guided by other considerations than the desires of indi­
viduals in the allocation and use of our United Manpower. 
In arriving at a decision for the utilisation of Japanese 
American citizens in the aimed forces, such factors as the 
area in which such troops can bo used, the need for replacements 
in presently constituted unite, and other considerations have • 
a Large weight.

We snot realise that in an Amy of over 9,000,000 
non it is not practical for the War Department to place each 
Individual in the spot where ho wishes to serve, The charge 
of discrimination has been too often used to cover a lack of 
knowledge on the part of the individual who desires a specific 
assignment. It is the desire of the War Department to secure 
the best employment of our manpower. The objective of every 
member of the armed forces should bo to contribute his services 
to the successful prosecution of the war. A man who pilots a 
plane io merely an end product of countless individuals per­
forming other services and duties which sake it possible for 
him te carry the fight in the air to the enemy. The inability 
to enter the Air Forces at the present tine should bo no bar 
to carrying out your duty and responsibility as an American 
citizen in seem other branch of the service.

Sincerely,

(SIGNED)
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HARRISON A. GERHARDT
Lt. Colonel, General Staff Corps 

Executive to Ass't Secretary of War
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