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banks, garments

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
AS GOVERNMENT revenue pro-
Jectionscontinue tobe dragged down
by the slumping economy, the House
Ways and Means Committee is con-
sidering legislation that would im-
posenew taxesonbanks and garment
products, according to its chair, Rep.
Karl T. Reyes (R-Prec. 1, Saipan).

Reyes, in an interview yesterday,
said the government could tax the
banks' gross receipts instead of their
net profits, which is a much lesser
amount.

Other businesses pay taxes based
ontheir gross receipts, Reyes pointed
out.

He added that garment products
could also be taxed, “‘but notin a rate
that would drive them to the brink of
closure.”

Instead of a dollar-per-garment-
product tax as proposed by then rep-
xesentanve Stanley T. Tones Reyes

Karl T. Reyes

said the rate could be in “cents.”

Meanwhile, he added, the govern-
ment should continue cutting down
on its expenses and should no longer
expand.

Reyes said the austerity measures
setinplace by Gov. PedroP. Tenorio's
administration may havetobe imple-
mem.ed for a much longer period of

Teno says CIP master

plan'ready in 6 months

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
THE ADMINISTRATION has promised to come up with a master
plan for Capital Improvement Projects covering fiscal year 1996 to
2000 soon, Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio said. . ~ A

“If all goes well,” Tenorio told U.S. Rep. Ralph Regula, “we
anticipate our capital projects master plan for fiscal year 1996 to FY
2000 to be available in about six month.,”

The master planisarequirementset by the U.S. government for the
release of CIP money granted to the CNMI under Section 702 of the
Covenant.

Tenorio said his government has formed a high level multi-agency
task force to begin work on the master plan.

. Federal CIP Coordinator Tom Bussanich, who visited Saipan last
month, said the previous administration was not able to getits grants
for fiscal years 1995 and 1996 because of its failure to come up with
a plan.

Bussanich, in a meeting with local officials, said the Department
of Interior would extend techmca] assistance to the CNMI through
the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers in preparing the master plan.

Continued on page?ﬁ
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‘aims to ‘build bridges’

Philippines, Singapore, Sri

land.

Women s conference

TAMUNING, Guam — ]
Guam, Hong Kong, India, In- §
donesia, Iraq, Japan, Korea, {

Lanka, Republicof China, Thai- 5

These member countries are {4
being represented at the four- §
day Federation of Asian &
Continued on page PXl:

He admitted that accommodatmg
all the budget requests of the various
agencies will be “very difficult.”

However, vital programs such as
the schoollunchandutilitiesexpenses
will be funded, Reyes said.

*“There’s no question about that,
and what were now looking into are
the personnel expenses of each
agency,” Reyessaid, noting that two-
thirds of the entire budget go to per-
sonnel and benefits.

“It’s too much,” he said.

The number of non-vital full-time
employee positions (FTEs) will be
reduced, Reyes said.

*“There would be no new FTEs. I
don’t think we could afford it.”

He added, “‘Of course the people
expect the government to help them,
but it’s difficult to explain that we
have to have money to run things.”

The government, which pays a

much higher salary and benefit rate,

continues to be the mainemployer of
local residents.

LA

Foreign trbOps in military
exermses on FDM Tinian?

Juan N. Babauta -

By Rafael H. Arroyo

Variety Editor .
RESIDENT Representative
Juan N. Babauta yesterday said
he is looking into reports that
non-US military unitshave been
using Farallon De Medinillaand
certain parts of Tinian for mili-
tary exercises, o

Babautacould notconfirm the
nationality of the foreign units,
but said he wants to find out if
they are doing: their drills in
conjunction with or with the

knowledgc of the US military.

“Idon’tknow if this is accept-
able or not under the Technical
Agreement,” said Babauta in an
interview with the Variety. “But
I sure will bring this matter up
with the military command on
Guam.” :

Babauta wants to know if such
exercises violate the CNMI-US
technical agreement under the
Covenant which governs the US
Military’s 50-yearlease of FDM,
Tinian and certain parts of
Saipan.

Under the lease, the US wasto
use the subject military reten--
tion land areas for defense pur-
poses.

FDM and Tinian are favored
sites for US military drills and
bombing exercises.

Babauta said he learned about
the alleged exercises through a
well-placed source, who could
not ascertain whether the US
military is aware of the matter.

There are theories, however,

Continued on page 23

Rep. Krl Reyes, Sen. Thomas Villagomez, Speaker Diego Benante, Sen. Ricardo Atalig, Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio and Senate President Paul Manglona tell NMC students in a forum yesterday they are committed
to find money to pay for educational assistance this summer.

NMC students ask leaders
for more scholarship funds

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
and the Legislature’s presiding
officers yesterday assured. the
Northern Marianas College’s stu-
dents and faculty members that
they will try to find money for the
Educational Assistance Program.
Funding for program, which
benefits 1,259 students, is ‘nearly
exhausted,” according to Schol-
arship Administrator Maggie
Camacho, who was invited to at-

tend yesterday's student forum,
but failed to show up.

Of the estimated $4 million that
goes to the program, $1.2 million
is alloted to 732 NMC students.
The rest is for college students
enrolled in the mainland US.

Camacho senta two-page letter
to the NMC’s student associa-
tion, saying that though the
program’s appropriation level re-
mains the same, more students
are applying for assistance.

Continued on page 20

NMC Photo

Ourlook

Partly cloudy with
light rainshowers
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Families of murder victims place photographs ona stand at the Capitol
inSacramento, Calif., Tuesday during the annual victim’s rights march.

The event draws friends and families of people who have been
murdered. ap

1998

British POWs plan
Japanese protests

LONDON (AP)— British veter-
ans whosurvived Japanese World
War I prisoner of war camps said
Tuesday they will call for protests
during May'’s state visit by Em-
peror Akihito.”

Veterans have asked crowds to
remain stlentduring the Japanese
head of state’s three-day visit,
which starts May 26, or to wear
something symbolizing blood
spilled during the war.

“We hope those invited to
events will either refuse the invi-
tation or show something red on

the day, a rose or something,”
satd Martyn Day, a lawyer repre-
senting the Japanese Labor Camps
Survivors’ Association.

British veterans of the Japanese

camps are campaigning for com-

pensation and a more unequivo-
cal apology than Japan has previ-
ously offered for wartime atroci-
ties.

POW representatives recently
went to Tokyotoput their case for
compensation before judicial au-
thorities, and showed documents
that they believe strengthens their

case for fuller compensation.
Officials fromthe Japanese Em-
bassy met with a veterans’ del-
egation Tuesday, and said that the
emperor was not responsible for
Japan’s policy toward veterans.
“The emperor and empress’s
schedule has been drawn up in
agreement with BuckinghamPal-
ace. We sincerely hope this visit
will be a further step forward for
the enhancement of British-Japa-
nese relations,” said a spokesman
for the Japanese embassy, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.

Saddam hinders aid flow, EU says

By Maureen Johnson
LONDON (AP) — Saddam
Hussein himself is the biggest
stumbling block to a smoothly
flowing effort to provide humani-
tarian aid to the Iraqi people, the
European Union told a confer-

ence Tuesday on improving the
U.N. oil-for-food program.

The meeting brought together
EU and U.N. representatives and,
for the first time, aid agencies
working in Irag. But Iraq, which
derides the food program as a
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Saddam Hussein

conscience-salve for the West,
boycotted the two-day conference
along with most Arab nations and
Russia.

Britain, the current president of
the 15-nation union, called the
conference after U.N. Secretary-
General Koft Annan averted a
U.S.-British attack on Iraq by get-
ting Saddam to sign a Feb. 23
agreement allowing weapons in-
spectors access to sites previously
deemed off-limits.

Britain was adamant U.N. sanc-
tions imposed after Iraq invaded
Kuwait in 1990, leading to the
Persian Gulf War, should remain
in place.

“If Saddam Hussein would stop
producing weapons of mass de-
struction, sanctions would be
lifted,” said Clare Short, Britain’s
International Development Sec-
retary.

Since 1996, the United Nationshas
eased sanctions to allow Saddam tc
export limited amounts of oil to buy
food and medicines. In June, the oil
sales ceiling was raised from $2 bil-
lion every six months to $5 billion.

Saddam’s next big test will be
whether he cooperates with imple-
menting the new U.N. program, For-
eign Office Minister Derek Fatchett
said.

“Sadly, for too long, Iraq has re-
fused to cooperate fully. Indeed, the
government has too often been ob-
structive,” Fatchett said. *“This must
change if the organizations repre-
sented at this conference are going to
be successful in ... helping the people
of Iraq.”

Britain said the meeting enabled
donor countries to focus on key
projects, particularly improving wa-
ter supplies.

British officials said the EU might
calfasimilarconference inthe second
half of this year, when Austria will
hold the EU presidency, and try to get
Iraq to show up.

|
)

By Jan Furukawa
Variety News Staff
TAMUNING., Guam — The

United States Military is constantly
refining its Marianas Training Plan,
so Guam and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands should
maintainvigilance, Guam Congress-
man Robert Underwood said yes-
terday.

The congressman took a three-
hour trip abroad a Navy HC-5 heli-
coptertoFarallonde MedinillaMon-
day to survey the effects of military
training operations there.

. He said his trip actually was two-
fold: He wanted to become familiar
with the situation as the Department
of Defense prepares its Environ-
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Impact of military exercises concerns Guam Congressman

Robert Underwood

mental Impact Statement on the
northernmost island on the
Marianas chain.

The second purpose, he said, was
to enhance his knowledge of mili-
tary operations in the region and
gain insight into how important
these islands are to planning and
operations.

The congressman said he hov-
ered over the island for about 30
minutes.

Accompanying him on the tip
was Roy Tsutsui, ComNavMar's
environmental protection special-
ist.

The one-mile-long island is half
rocky terrain, half green plateau,
the congressman said, with only
birds inhabiting it.

Driver in accident that hurt
NMI lawmaker pleads guilty

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THEDRIVER of avehicle thatstuck
the car of Rep. Ana Teregeyo
resulting to injuries to the con-
gresswoman last year pleaded
guilty of traffic charges.

During ahearing yesterday, TM
I. Suda admitted the charges of
unlawful overtaking on the left,
no driver’s license, and no ve-
hicle registration.

Police records showed that
Teregeyo was injured and taken
to the Commonwealth Health
Center after the-vehicular ac-
cident on Capitol Hill on Oct.
29.

The complaint stated that
Suda “unlawfully operated his
vehicle to the left of the outer
lane when the road was not free
of oncoming traffic.”

Sudainterferred with the *‘safe

operation of a vehicle approach-
ing from the opposite direction,”
said the complaint.

The defendant had no driver’s
license and vehicle registration
when the accident happened, ac-
cording to Assistant Atty. Gen.
Ramona V. Manglona.

Following the plea, Manibusan
ordered Suda to pay $75 fine and
restitution in an amount to be de-

termined by the Probation Office.

part of a rally advocating for crime victims’ rights.

Guam Police recruits hold signs and wave at passers-by along Marine drive Tuesday afternoon. They were

Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza

T HE ATT ORNLY General’s Office
yesterday charged a man swho alleg-
edly tried to bribe a police officer with
$50 over a traffic case.

Zhi Rong Peng ak.a. Andy Peng,
30, of Dandan, was charged with brib-
ery before the Superior Court.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Ramona V.
Minglona in the complaint said last
Feb. 10 Peng “unlawtfully and volun-
trily give $30 in wrongfuland corrupt
payment for an official act not to be
done.”

Manglona said the bribery was in-
tended to avoid Peng from “receiving
a waffic citation ticket by a uniformed
police officer.™

Peng was summoned to appear in
courttoanswer the chargconMay 11

The AGO has charged a number of
persons, mostly Korean and Chinese
nationals, over the past five years for
ying 1o bribe police officers over
waftic violations. (FDT)

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
PUBLIC Auditor Leo LaMotte
yesterday held an ethics forum
for employees and leaders of
the House of Representatives,

The forum was part of the
Office of the Public Auditor’s
continuing program to educate
government employees about
“acceptable and unacceptable”
conduct of public officials and
employees under the CNMI
Code of Ethics.

"It was very helpful,”
Speaker Diego Benavente said.
“The forum was able to an-
swer a lot of questions about
what is legal and illegal under
our cthics law.™

Benavente admitted that de-
spite the existence of pertinent

OPA holds ethics forum

laws, many government offi-
cialsandemployeesdid nothave
adequate knowledge aboutethi-
cal standards ‘governing public
service.

In areport last year, LaMotte
attributed some of the violations
committed by public servants
to their lack of knowledge about
the CNMI Code of Ethics as
well as the proper procedure in
entering into transactions.

Benavente said during the fo-
rum many of the questions dealt
with acceptance of gifts by pub-
lic servants.

LaMotte said that although the
Code of Ethics is strict particu-
larly with regard to accepting
gifts, it allows flexibility for
situations thatinvolve local cus-
toms and traditions.

Read to your child everyday.

“It could sustain a significant
amount of bombing,” he said.

He also noted that with fewer and
fewer waining opporttunities avail-
able to the military, there will be
increased use of the Marianas for that
puIpose.

“Farallon de Medinilla is one of
only three bombing ranges used by
the Air Force in the world,”
Underwood said. The Navy uses the
island for shelling in joint operations
with other countries, and a Japanese

erwood surveys isles

ship was allowed to use it for target
Just last year, he noted.

Birds and goats used to fight for
habitat on the island, but the Navy
declared the birds the winner, and
relocated the goats to another island.

“The goats had no chance, they
don’t have an Audubon Society like
the birds,” he said in jest.

The trony of the situation, he ex-
plained, is that the bombing keeps
people away, so Nature takes advan-
tage of the situation by replenishing
its stock of fish and game near and
on the island.

'CNMI Senate readies for

By Mar-Vic C. Munar
Variety News Staff

Villagomez will fileabill seekingto
implement the  previous
administration’s plan to name the
streets on Saipan.

Villagomez, chairmanofthe spe-
cial committee on street-naming
project, said the committee is now
working on possible amendments
to a draft bill.

‘The committee meets at 10 am.
todaytoreview theplan, Villagomez
said.

The draft bill, Villagomez said,
seeks to adopt the master plan pre-
pared by the Henry K. Pangelinan
and Associates, anengineering firm
whichwas contracted by the Saipan
Mayor's Office during the adminis-
tration of former Gov. Froilan C.
Tenorio.

Duringhistermas Saipanmayor,
Jesus Deleon Gueirero headed the
commission which was assigned to
produce a list of names for streets.
The commission came up with
names of flowers, plants, animals,
and prominent sumames among

SENATE Vice President Thomas

street-naming measure

Thomas V///agomez

others.

According to the master plan,
Beach Road would be changed 10
Sunset Drive.

But Villagomez said he is op-
posed to changing the name of
Beach Road.

*“That road has been known as
Beach Road for a long time, and
don'’t see any reason why it should
be changed,” Villagomez said.

The draft bill noted the need to
cairy out the street-naming project
because “the situationisreaching a
crisis proportion. . .especially in
these tough economic times.”

Tenorio sees no need for
new taxes despite slump

Pedro P Tenorro

By Zaldy Dandan
Variety News Staff

~GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio

yesterday said the economy will
continue to worsen throughout the
year, but ruled out the imposition
of new taxes to salvage the
government’s sinking revenue pro-
jections. (See related story in this
issues)

Tenorio, in his remarks during the
student forum at the Northern
Marianas College (NMC), said in-
creasing taxes will not mean more
revenues for the government.

“We'll probably get less because
businesses may have toclose down,”
hesaid,noting the effects of the Asian
currency crisis on the local economy.

He said the “"future remains bright™
though the economy is not expected
to recover this year.

In an earlier interview, Tenorio
said the government’s revenue pro-
Jections continue to be weak and may
not support all the budget requests of
the vartousagencies, departments and
programs.

The administration’s budget esu-
mate for fiscal year 1999, which was
originally pegged at $240 million,

may go downto $233 million, or§14
million less than the government’s
current budget.

The administration’s budget bill,
which will be submitted on or before
May |, will mark the first time in
CNMTI history that a budget proposal
is less than that of the previous fiscal
year.

The former administration’s FY
1998 budget proposal amounted to
$262 million, but was later scaled
down to $252 million, which is still
the largest budget outlay in CNMI
history.

However, the Legislature did not
acton the budget bill, with key legis-
lators saying that they doubt the accu-
racy of the. figures submitted by
Tenorio’s predecessor.
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Scrounchy, the ransom dog

MAURICIO Rodriguez took his dog Scrounchy to Saipan Veteri-
nary Hospital last Feb. 26 for treatment of a broken leg hit by a car.
Dr. Eugene Clothier operated on Scrounchy and continued to see
the dog for post-operative treatment.

dokok kokoE kK

Rodriguez failed to pay the $450 balance of the veterinary bill.
On April 3 he took Scrounchy to SVH for post-operative treatment,
buton that day lie failed to pick up his pet before the hospital closed
for business. The following day. Rodriguez went back to get the
dog. but Clothier’s wife, Mona, refused saying they were closed on
weekends.

After two days, Rodriguez paid $50, but Mona refused to release
the dog or accept the money. Mona allegedly demanded $200. She
allegedly also threatened that if he won’t pay, Scrounchy would be
“euthanized.” Mona then allegedly called the police to have him
arrested for not paying the bill.

Seokck gockok skoR oK

Cops wirived and questioned Rodriguez. The officers advised
them to instead settle the matter amicably. After repeated de-
mands. the couple refused to rewurn the dog. Rodriquez, through
counsel Michael Dotts. fmally sued the couple last April 9.

PR N

Dotts said Rodriguez and his famlly suffered from “emotional
distress™ in that he and his two godchildren had been deprived of
their pet. Rodriguez asked the court to issue an order for the return
of the dog und to save it from possible “murder.”

FEEIEE XIS T4

Superior Court Associate Judge Timothy Bellas immediately
issu;d a temporary restraining order compelling the Clothiers to
refrain from killing or humn0 Scrounchy. Bellas also asked the
Department of Public Safety to get the animal.

sk g kR okl

When the officers got the dog, the Clothiers and Rodriguez
signed a stipulation terminating the TRO. The preliminary injunc-
tion hearing was also taken off calendar. The lawsuit for damages,
however, is p;ndm0 in court..

EE S IS I T ]

We understund the Clolhlcrs posilion that they are simply doing
business. They expect Rodriguez as a responsible client to pay his
debt. There's no doubt that Dr. Clothier, who had previously also
treated Serounchy for an ailment. saved the dog’s life.

Judge Bellas™ decision to issue a TRO was right. The Clothiers’
means to collect the debt wuas improper. Take note that in this case
the dog was taken us ransom for payment of the debt. The issue is
a simple 5450 debt. Was there un existing contract between
Rodriguez and the hospital that gave the Clothiers the right 1o hold
the dog as security for payment of the bill? We doubt.

Instead of holding the dog and threatening to kill the animal to
vet pavment., the Clothiers should have instead filed a small claim
before the court. It both parties just showed respect for and
understunding of cach other’s situation, the matter could have not
reached the court. With this suit, not only the parties involved will
spend money on costly htigation. It's o waste of government
resources and money as well. In this case, perhaps it was not
Scrounchy which acted like an “animal.”

PHILLIP M. Dennis of the Crime Stoppers International, Inc.,
recently met with the local Crime Stoppers Board and Crime
Stoppers Coordinator Sgt. Franklin Babauta. In that meeting, the
Crime Stoppers officials underscored the media’s role to make the
program successful. Crime Stoppers Board chairman Manny Vilaga
also clarified that he was not a victim of a recent burglary as
reported. Viluga suid he was simply helping his neighbor whose
house was burglarized.

SUPERIOR Court Associate Judge Edward Manibusan issued a
bench warrant against an Immigration employee who failed to appear
at a recent hearing for a domestic violence case. An hour later, the
Immigration employee showed up in court, explaining he had over-
slept. The defendant said he was awakened only when his young
daughter pulled his hair while trying to reach for a bottle of milk.
Manibusan looked at the defendant because he could not believe such
an excuse, The judge said: *Your daughter pulled your hair?...but you
don’t have much hair!”

BUT THE
GIVERNMENT
WON'T FINANCE
IT... WHAT
KIND OF
SCIENCE
IS THAT?

POLITICAL
SCIENCE.
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Pope helps Poland
overcome anti-Semitism

ITIS no small thing that the man who is trying
to heal relations between Catholics and Jews
is a Pole — Karol Wojtyla, otherwise known
as Pope John Paul II.

The signs point, however, both to his sin-
cerity and to the genuine anguish he has felt
about the Holocaust that decimated Jewry in
Poland and elsewhere.

Last month, in a carefully worded docu-
ment, the Pope issued an official statement
described as “an act of repentance” for the
failure of many Catholics to thwart the Holo-
caust. Several years ago, the Pope finally
opened formal diplomatic relations with the
state of Israel.

What makes this all the more extraordinary
is that it has been spearheaded by a man
whose occupied countrymen did little to pre-
vent the slaughter of Polish Jews during World
War II. Nor did they fecl like apologizing for
it, in general, during the post-Soviet period.

During one of our visits to Poland, the Catho-
lic Church’s official expert on Polish-Jewish
relations was startlingly candid about the en-
demic nature of Polish anti-Semitism.

With eloquence and emotion, Father
Stanislaw Musial suggested that post-com-
munist Poland necded a moral cleansing from
the Holocaust and its anti-Semitic roots.
‘Though the Germans did the killing, and
though many Poles died — it was the Jewish
race that was nearly wiped out.

“It's a terrible thing,” he told us. "Imagine
10 percent of the population murdered over-
night in America. And yet here, there is no
feeling of a void today. I cantell you there has
been no sorrow. It is because we lived not
together, but side by side.”

Poland was once a haven to Jews, who emi-
grated en masse in the 1300s when the then-
Polish king invited them in to become the
merchant class. Within a century, four-fifths
of world Jewry lived inside Poland’s borders.

Some 3.5 millionJews lived in Poland when
World War II began, fully 10 percent of the
nation. Less than 7,000 have survived into the
1990s.

For centuries, Father Musial admitted,
Catholic officials had fostered outrageous sto-

ries about Jews — most typically that Jews
kidnapped and killed Catholic children touse
their blood for unleavened bread. In a 17th-
century church in Sandomierz, a huge paint-
ing called “Infanticida” features caricatured
Jews kidnapping, stabbing and dismember-
ing Christian babies.

Between World War I and II, the Polish
Catholic Church stoked anti-Semitism with
right-wing, reactionary rubbish. One pasto-
ral Jetter by the primate of Poland charged
that “Jews fight the Catholic Church.” The
letter called Jews “the advance guard of a
godless life, of the Bolshevik movement,”
and baldly stating “Jews are embezzlers and
usurers (who) engage in the white slave
trade.”

Even the communists came down on the
Jews in the post-war period. In the late 1960s,
the government sponsored an official anti-
Semitic campaign, blaming Jews for the
nation’s ills and purging Jews from govern-
ment positions and state enterprises. Tens of
thousands of Jews fled the country in 1968,
leaving only a small number behind.

So it was with baited breath in 1978 that
Israeli feaders received the news that the new
pope was Karol Wojtyla, a Pole. But the first
sign was good: his first papal audience was
granted to an old Jewish friend, Jerzy Kluger,
with whom he had played as a boy in their
hometown of Wadowice.

In the pre-war period, Wadowice was a
town of 8,000 Catholics and 2,000 Jews.
Kluger had fled when the Germans invaded
Poland and joined the Russian army. The
Pope stayed behind, eventually training tobe

a priest in an underground seminary.

But less than 35 miles from their hometown
was the infamous Auschwitz. Could the majority
of Catholics have done more to stand up for the
unfortunate prisoners in concentration camps?

It’s a question the Pope has now answered in the
affirmative, though it is short of an explicit apol-
ogy. Still, it has been heartening to watch this
Polish Pope become the first to visit a synagogue,
tour Auschwitz —and referto Jews, like his friend
Kluger, as “‘our elder brothers.”

Copyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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No direct casino flights, says Continental

Air transport concerns mount

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
WITH the expansion of its airport
runway still a farfetched possibil-
ity, Tinian can only see domestic
service from the major air carri-
ers, including Continental
Micronesia.

Walter Dias, Continental vice
president for sales and promotion
said given the current length of
the West Tinian Airport’s run-
way, the dillinecompanycanonly
consider coming up with connect-
ing flights.

Thls means Continental can
only operate in-transit flights from
either Guam or Saipan to Tinian.

But Dias said the airline com-
pany management is still looking

at the possible services it can of-
fer to Tinian, especially when the
casino industry opens next week.

He cited the potential of flying
to Tinian, with the expected in-
crease inair traffic demand due to
efforts to make the island the ca-
sino gambling hub of the Pacific.

The $200 million five-star
Tinian Dynasty Hotel and Ca-
sino, the CNMT's first major ca-
sino-hotel, will open its doors to
the public starting Saturday, with
government officials and business
and community leaders in atien-
dance. )

The hotel-casino is expected to
be gambling afficionados’ haven
inthe Pacific as it will offer black-
jack, baccarat, roulette and craps,

amonth others.

The casino will have a total of
80 gaming tables and over 400
slot machines with progressive
jackpot linking worth more than
$100,000.

The hotel management was fi-
nalizing negotiations with vari-
ous airlines to operate direct
flights from Guam to Tinian.

Dias said Continental is yet to
come up with a definite plan on
the charter flights, pending the
completion of feasibility studies
that have been conducted by the
airline company, while adding that
the casinoindustry onTinianisan
“interesting prospect” to stir tour-
ist arrivals in the Northern
Mariana Islands.

Babauta says Young remains
a friend of ‘CNMI self-gov’t’

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
RESIDENT Rep. Juan N. Babauta
yesterday said US Rep. Don
Young (R-Alaska), who is now
backingamore aggressivereform
legislation, respects the CNMI's
self-government asdefined by the
Covevant.

“He would like for the CNMI to
exercise maximum seff-govern-
ment, and that is why he prefers
that we take immediate action and
implement reforms,” Babauta
said.

He described Young, who
chairs the House Resources Com-
mittee, and Rep. Elton Gallegly
(R-California), who will introduce
the reform legislation, as “good
friends.”

“So when you see Mr. Gallegly
as the prime sponsor of a bill that
is being supported by Mr. Young
we should consider that as sig-
nificant,” Babauta said.

The bill, however, is still being
drafted, he said.

“When (Resources Commitiee

Don Young

insular and international affairs
adviser T.E. Manase Mansur vis-
ited the CNMI) and talked about
the bill, he was expressing con-
ceptual ideas that might be used
in the bill,” Babauta said.

Moreover, he said, the CNMI
government will be consulted by
the committee during the drafting
of the legislation.

Mansur has said that the
“Gallegly-Young approach”
would give the CNMI a transition
period durtng which the common-

wealth, with federal assistance,
would be required to address fed-
eral concerns over labor and im-
migration.

If the CNMI successfully re-
solves its problems during the
transition period—which could be
10 years, according to Mansur—
there would be no need for a fed-
eral takeover of local immigra-
tion and minimum wage poli-
cies.

Mansur said the GOP-backed
legislation has good chances of
getting enacted this year.

Among the provisions it may
contain:

» US citizens, permanent resi-
dents, US nationals and citizens
of the Freely Associated States
should constitute a majority of
the CNMI population.

* The creation of an “indus-
try sensitive” special industry
committee led by the US La-
bor Department but with local
participation. Its function will
be similar to that of a wage
review board.

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
AS EARLY as March 18, before at
leastsevensecurity guards filed com-
plaintsagainsther, Aida Attao,owner
of Bangel Security Agency, filed a
petition for bankruptey at the federal
district court.

In her petition, Attao also listed
hersel{ as owner of Sexon Enter-
prises and East Asia Recruiting
Agency.

Most of Autao’s listed creditors
were security guards with unpaid
wages.

One of them is Abdullah Al-
Mahmud, who filed the other day a
complaint against herand two others
overallegedlyunpaid wagesandover-
time compensations.

In her bankruptey petition, Altio
stated that she owed Al-Mahmud «
total of $14,000 in unpaid wages.

In his complaint, however, Al-
Mahmud claimed that aside fromthe
unpaid wages, he stilf has to get buck

from Attao$ 15,000 that he had given
to her allegedly to cover the costs of
“fixing" the documents of 10 of his
relatives recruited in Bangladesh to
work for Bangel.

Inherpetition, Attao listed hertotal
liabilities as amounting to
$242.466.27, of which $232,966.27
represents unsecured nonpriority
claims, $7,000 unsecured priority
claims, and $2,500 secured claims.

Hertotal assets, she said, amountto
$13.819.80 in personal property.

Attao is also the subject of a joint
complaint by six security guards who
also alleged that they hadn’t been
paid their regular wages and over-
time pays.

Meanwhile, the owners of another
seeurity agency, Joseph and Agapila
Borja, also filed yesterday a bank-
rupley petition also at the federal
district court.

They listedtheirtotal liabilities (lso
mostly unpaid wages of employeces)
as amounting o $3,461,958.59, of

which$34,369,848.79representsun-
secured nonpriority claims and
$92,109.80unsecured priority claims.

Theirassetstotal $54,060,0f which
$34,060 is in personal property and
$20,000 in real property.

Robert J. Steffy, of Guam, has
been appointed by the court as
trustee for both Attao’s and the
Borja’s assests.

*Casino is a good tourist attrac-
tion for the CNMI, " he added. But
he pointed out that the present
state of the West Tinian Airport
will prohibit daily nonstop flights
to the island.

“The runway is not long
enough,” he stressed.

Ports Authority cxecutive di-
rector Carlos Salas earlier admit-
ted the CPA does not have imme-
diate capabilities to pursue the
improvement of the West Tinian

Airport, even as he agrees with
Continental that its present con-
dition will not be able to support
non-stop flights to the island.

Salas said the CPA has re-
mained committed at improving
the Tinian International Airport,
adding that the Ports Authority is
working closely with the Tinian
legislative delegation forpossible
ways to finance the needed re-
pair and improvement of the
airport.

Simply Cool it on a
IOT WEEKEND NEGI "T S
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Guam’s Basilica awaits
restoration’s completion

The Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral in Hagatna.

By Jan Furukawa

Variety News Staff

HAGATNA — Forty years after
its dedication, the Dulce Nombre
de Maria Cathedral-Basilica here
had yet to be completely restored.
The church still awaits finishing
touches to its front walkway,
stained-glass windows, ceiling,
conference center, chapel and mu-
seum.

The museum’s grand opening is
scheduled for June 16, the date on
which the Blessed Diego Luis de
Sanvitores founded hismission330
years ago.

About 800 Catholics gathered at
the church Monday to commemo-
rate the 40th anniversary of its
initial dedication.

They paid special tribute to the
late Frank D. Perez and family,
whose company, Perez Bros., do-
nated concrete and other quarry

products to the 1950s construction
project and again, this restoration.

The 53 million project wis par-
tially funded with a grant from the
Guam Preservation Trust.

According to Sr. Marian T. Ar-
rovo, everything should be done

within a few months.

The upgraded sound system, part
of whichishoused in the new ceiling,
isnot yet in full use.

Electrical wiring and aircondition-
ing ducts, also contained inside the
ceiling, also are not completely set.

Althoughthe crucifix wasnotinits
final resting place at Monday's dedi-
cation, Arroyo said it was put into
place yesterday.

The Ave Maria Gift Shop is done,
and is open five days a week, except

Thursdays and Sundays.

The president’s chair and the
archbishop'schair, Arroyosaid, are
made of if it wood.

Six monitors outside the basilica
Monday evening had been set up
for the anticipated overflow of
people. They were not needed.

Church officials had prepared to
host 1,500 guests at the reception
following the Mass; there weren’t
that many. A band played; noone
danced.

“Ttwas arelatively long service,”
Arroyo said, “but people thought it
was beautiful.”

Dignitaries who attended the re-
dedication of the restored church
included Lt. Gov. Madeleine
Bordallo, FirstLady Geri Gutierrez,
several senators and departrment
heads, as well as Saipan Gov. and
Mrs. PedroP. Tenorio, Senate Pres.
Paul Manglona, House Speakerand
Mrs. Diego Benavente, Judge and
Mrs. Miguel Demapan, Saipan
Mayorand Mrs.Jose Sablan, Bishop
Tomas Camacho and others.

CNMI Speaker and Mrs. Diego Benavente, Saipan Mayor and Mrs.
Jose Sablan with Archbishop Apuron, Bishop Tomas Camacho
and several members of the clergy were in attendance.

Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza

Requirements:

network.

16/98 to 5/8/98.

OFFICE OF INSULAR AFFAIRS

VAGANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

PROGRAM ANALYST

U.S. Department of Interior

Washington, D.C.

The Department of the Interior, Office of Insular Affair’s mission is to assist the islands in
developing more efficient and effective government by providing financial and technical
assistance; and to help manage Federal -island relations by promoting appropriate Federal
policies. We are seeking a highly qualified candidate for the position of Program Analyst.

The Program Analyst is responsible for reviewing requests for technical assistance and makes
recommendations for implementation of approved projects within the context of the strategic
plan. Explores alternative implementation plans to identify more economical solutions with
equal technical standards. Provides evaluation and reports concerning on-going projects.

Candidates must have at least one year of specialized experience at or
equivalent to the GS-12 grade level that is directly related to the work of this position. U.S.
citizenship or National (including American Samoa) to be eligible for this position.

Condition of Employment: Periodic travel to insular areas is necessary to perform the
Application Information: Recruitment for the position is being conducted by the Office of
Personnel Management located in Washington, D.C. Complete application materials and

guidelines may be obtained by calling a voice message system (202) 606-2700. Follow the
recorded directions; request vacancy announcement number OSPM-98-22. Position opens 4/

The Department of the Interior is an equal opportunity employer.

New DOF boss finds her
hands full with new job

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
NEWLY -confirmed Finance Secre-
tary Lucia DLG. Nielsen yesterday
said she finds hernew jobtobe a*'big
challenge.”

Nielsen, a former comptroller for

the Marianas Visitors Bureau(MVB),
is now tasked to ensure that the
government’s coffers are stable and
all accounted for.

Her confirmation came at a time
when govemmentis groping forways
10 ensure financial stability for its
operations, having had reportedly
inherited a $35 million budget deficit
from the previous administration.

“Itisabig challenge forme. Itisnot
something to be depressed about
You have nowhere to go but im-
prove,” said Nielsen.

Nielsen who used to have a
hands-on job at MVB said she
now “has to rely a lot on the
staff.”

“It’s very different,” she said.

The department has six rev-

enue-generating divisionsinclud-
ing customs.

Its former head is now the subject
of a public auditor’s probe over alle-
gations of unauthorized fund jug-
gling.

Nielsen refused tocommentonthe
matter saying she is still waiting the
investigation’s results.

Nielsen’s appointment by Gov.

“Pedro P. Tenorio was confirmed by

the Senate last Thursday.

Her confirmation came together
with Lands and Natural Resources
Secretary Joaquin A. Tenorio and
Community and Cultural Affairs
Secretary Thomas A. Tebuteb.

Tenorio was previously the
Northern Marianas College’s as-
sociate director for research and
is the brother of former lieuten-
ant governor Pete A. Tenorio.

Tenorio was the governor’s
runningmate in the 1981 and 1985
elections.

Tebuteb was also DCCA head
during the previous administration.

Ayuyu: Business sector
welcomes new U S. bill

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE BUSINESS sector on Saipan
yesterday welcomed a proposed leg-
islation that would institute a special
industry committee in the Common-
wealth which will be spearheaded by
the federal labor department.

ButSaipanChamberof Commerce
president Joe C. Ayuyu said there
should be representation from the
local business leaders to the special
committee.

The committee’sfunction, accord-
ingtopreviousreports, will be similar
tothat of a wage review board earlier
proposed by the Saipan businesscom-
munity to the federal takeover hear-
ing in Washington,

“Twould like to see that the gover-
nor would appoint representatives
from the Northem Marianas’ busi-
ness sector [to the committee],”
Ayuyu said.

He added that the Chamber sup-
ports the institution of the committee

which would take a look whether or .

not there is a merit to increase the
existing minimum wage.

He stressed that this move is
also expected to contribute solu-
tions on the Commonwealth’s
wage problems, while adding that
doing the wage adjustments now
is counter-productive consider-
ing the current economic situa-
tion.

Ayuyu said the committee

Joe C. Ayuyu

should be an independent body
that would base its findings and
recommendationsonthe cumrenteco-
nomic situation and “how will the
economy do in the future.”

Ayuyu said the adjustment should
depend on how the CNMI economy
will conciliate with the financial sta-
tus of its neighboring countries in the
Asia-Pacific region.

The Chamber last month released
a position paper calling for the rein-
statement of an independent body
that will review and study the feasi-
bility of minimum wage increase in
the NMI.

Thenew legislation proposal, be-
ing drafted by Republican leaders
of the US House Resources Com-
mittee, would require a gradual
increase in the number of US citi-
zensand Micronesian residents hired
by garment factories until they form
50 percent of the total workforce.

DPS traditionally spends
more on OT every y'ear ]

By Jo;o Dass

Variety News Staff
THE DEPARTMENT of Public
Safety (DPS) had, in the last two
fiscal years, spent $10 million of
the $21.2 million incurred by the
previous administration in over-
time expenses, available official
figures revealed.

The department, in fiscal
yearl996, ate up close to $4 mil-
lion of the $7.2 million overtime
expenses of former governor
Froilan C. Tenorio’s administra-

tion.

In fiscal year 1997, DPS cor-
nered half, or $6 million of the
government’s $12 million over-

© time expenses.

The figures, which showed
DPS consistently consuming a
big bulk of overtime expenses,
bolstered allegations some DPS
personnel may have unnecessar-
ily worked overtime to supple-
ment their low salaries.

Finance Secretary Lucia DLG.,

Continued on baae 23
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DOLI raid on Eurotex
yields minor violations

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
LABOR and immigrationoperatives
swooped down on a San Vicente
garment factory Tuesday afternoon
and found only “'minor violations,”
acting Secretary Mark Zachares yes-
terday said.

Elated by what he described as
“not very serious violations” at
Eurotex Inc., Zachares said the eighth
raid could mean government is fi-
nally getting its point across.

“The messag,ens gettingout. We re
very happy,” he said.

The department, Zachares said,
found violations on alien registration
cards (ARCs) and health and safety
concems.

The raiding team found at least
twoexposed electrical panel boxes
and another that is not in compli-
ance with occupational safety
standards.

Entry into the workers’ living
quarters as well as exit from the fac-

Another guard

files suit vs Attaos

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
ANOTHER security guard
filed yesterday a complaint
against Aida S. Attao and Julie
Attao, both of Bangel Secu-
rity Agency and Asia Pacific
Security Service, over alleg-
edly unpaid salaries and ille-
gal deduction.

Abdullah Al-Mahmud, a
citizen of Bangladesh, also
included as defendant his com-
patriot Md. Kamruzzaman
whom he claimed served as
supervisor for the defendants.

Al-Mahmud claimed that
Kamruzzaman collected
$15,000 from him in behalf of
Aida, and personally owes him
$2,627.

It was stated in the com-
plaint that the two Attaos are
shareholders and board mem-
bers of the two security agen-
cies. Aida was also identified
as the "real owner” of Asia
Pacific.

Earlier, a week ago, the two
Attaos were sued by six
Bangladeshi guards who
claimed they had not been paid
their regular wages and over-
time compensations.

. Four of those guards had
also complained that the de-
fendants allegedly illegally
deducted $1,600 from each of
them to cover the processing
cost of the nonrestdent em-
ployment contract applica-
tions.

In the case of Al-Mahmud,
he said he was charged $600
by the defendants for the pro-
cessing cost.

Al-Mahmud said in his com-
plaint prepared and filed by his
legal counsel Pamela Brown'that
during each week of his employ-
ment from April 1, 1996 until he
was terminated last March 31,
except for one week, he rendered
overtime work.

He alleged that the defendants
failed to pay him his proper wage
for non-overtime and overtime
hours he had worked.

tory was also found to be obstructed.

“Actually, these are not too bad,
not very serious,” said Zachares.

Resultsof the raid, as well as that of
another one done Friday at Joo Ang
Apparel in San Antonio, were a stark
contrast to last month’s inspections
where 1,200 workers were found
without ARCs and 34 overstayers
were arrested.

Also, closeto 100healthandsafety
violations were documented.

Among the garment factories
raided were two ones owned by
business tycoon Willie Tan.

Zachares hasearlier said 20 fac-
tories will be subjected to “"unan-
nounced inspections” this month.

He has also stressed that em-
ployers running businesses other
than garment factories will also
be inspected.

The inspections were tempo-
rarily put on hold late last month
to enable members of the raiding
teams to prepare reports and file
appropriate charges against err-
ing employers.

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
MOST nonresident workers on
Rota do not know that the new
health regulation is mandatory, it
was gathered yesterday.

In an interview, Connie
Guerrero, the public health
department’s labor and immigra-
tion liaison officer, said efforts are
nowbeingexerted by government
to inform Rota workers of the
healthscreeningsthey arerequired
to undergo.

Guerrerowent to Rotaon Mon-

officials on the matter.

Shesaidshemetwiththeisland’s
residentdirectors forpublichealth
and labor and immigration.

“We basically set up a system
for them (workers),” she said.

“We don’thave much informa-
tion put out there for the general
publicand so we are working onit.
The general public is not aware

day tocoordinate with the island’s

that it (health screenings) is manda-
tory,” Guerrero added.

Under the system, workers are
asked to coordinate with the island’s
health center where a government
staffhas been posted toassist themon
the new regulation.

Representatives from at least one
private clinic regularly goesto Tinian
and Rota for the tests.

Guerrero also said that the “pouch
system,” devised to save Rota and
Tinian workers time and resources in
getting theirmedical certificates, will
finally be implemented this week.

A laborand immigrationrepresen-
tative, Guerrerosaid, has been tasked
to collect forms from Rota and send
them to the department’s main office

ontheisland, whichintarn will “pouch

back” the certificates.

Guerrero said a representative for
Tinian is now being trained to be the
Department
Immigration’s (DOLI) “contact”
from the island.

\]

of Labor and .

Most workers on Rota not
fully aware of health regs

Guerrero will be on Tinian this
week “just to make sure that the
system is going smoothly.”

“We want to be assured that
everyboody understands where to

goand wheére to send their papers,”
she said.

Governmentimplemented the
emergency health regulation in
February this year. It requires
all of the Commonwealth’s
40,000 nonresident workers to
undergo tuberculosis (TB),

syphilis and HIV tests by next
month.

" The move was done after the
study recently done by the Center
for Disease Control (CDC) re-
vealed the TB cases inthe CNMI
has reached epxdemlc propor-
tions, :

Tests for syphxhs and HIV
were likewise implemented by

government which noted that

the island’s populace could also
be at risk.

HAPPY
MARKET

<—to LOWER BASE

PAGIFIC MEDICAL CENTER

D’ Torres Building, Middle Road Garapan

Tel. No. 233-8100
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Dr. Asif Zamir

“Liver, hepatitis, stomach and colon specialist”

Dr. Samina Aktar

American Board Certified in Pediatrics
“Children Specialist”

Both doctors are available
Monday-Friday 8:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday 9:00AM - 3:00PM
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PACIFIC
MEDICAL
CENTER

American Board Certified in Internal Medicine & Gastroenterology

MIDDLE ROAD

GASOLINE
STATION
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gets certification

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE Division of Environmental
Quality Water Analysis Laboratory
has been given athree-year certifica-
tion by the US Environmental Pro-
tection Ageney after passing an EPA
evaluation.

The certitication was presented by
Normuan Lovelace, Region Y chief of
Insular Attwirs Program., o DEQ
acting Director fanacio Cabrera the

other day.

According o Nora McGee, EPA
assistant regional administator tor
policy and management. the full cer-

APRIL 23, 1998

tification was granted to the labora-
tory on the basis of the evaluation of
Andrew Lincoft. EPA Region9labo-
ratory certificationofficer. last March
2425

The certification was for the mi-
crobiological analysis of drinking
waterunder the Safe Drinking Water
Act and National Primary Drinking
Water Regulations.

“This certification will yemain in
effectiorthree yearsunless the labo-
ratory fails to suecessfully ana-
Ivze an annual EPA performance
evaluation sample or major
changes occur in your laboratory

personnel or facilities,” McGee
said in a letter informing Cabrera
about the granting of the certifi-
cation.

Inhisevaluationreport, Lincoff
said, “The laboratory staff are ex-
tremely well-experienced andquali-
fied to perform their assigned analy-

He added that "no deviations
were found during the audit, which
would affect the quality of the
data regarding sampling. use of
the approved methods, record
keeping....or sample tracking pro-
cedures.”

Marianas High School JROTC students practice formation during class recently. A team of JROTC cadets

will be heading to Tinian this weekend for the Inter-island Drill Competition.

Photo by Laila C. Younis

F&B Personnel complete training

IN A joint venwre with the Division
of Environmental Health. Saipan. the
Tinkw Dynasty Hotel and Cusino
through its Training Munuger. Rob-
et Groot, conducted o Food Han-
dlers Certification Training course
for 171 Food and Beverage person-

nel.

The course was facilitated by
wuner, Edward DLC. Camacho, from
the Environmental Health.

“Given the cultural differences of

all attendees. it was extremely grati-
fving o see the purticipant embrace

AAA-A2;BOX 10001 SAIPAN, MP 96950
"CAPITOL HILL « TEL: 322-7847 + FAX: 322-4966

$16.90 to $9.75 per équare yards

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL $16.90 10 $9.75 per square yards
OUT DOOR $16.90 to $9.75 per square yards
4X6 $27.00

5X8 $44.10

6X9 $53.00

3X5 $44.10

4X6 $71.10

5X8 . $116.10

6X9 $152.00 ¢

this type of Training,” Groot said ina
news release.

Camacho went on to say “'that all
the attendees enjoyed the training.”

Continued on page 20

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
story you would fike to share, or an event that needs to
be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

Terrence Thornburgh

TERRENCE Thomburgh,afresh-
men at Seattle University, made
‘the President’s List with a perfect
4.0 grade point average during the
winter quarter.

quarter that Terrence has made a
4.0 grade point average.

Dr. John Eschelman, Provost of
Seattle University, in a letter, con-

Saipan student
receives honors

This is the second consecutive .

gratulated Terrence on joining a
select group of Seattle University
scholarswhomade President’s List
which requires at least a 3.9 grade
point average (gpa) on a4.0 scale.

He stated that Terrence’s out-
standing academicachievementis,
“evidence of your ability to focus
your intellect and energy effec-
tively to achieve academic excel-
lence.”

Dr. Eshelman added, ‘““Your
grade point average should be a
source of satisfaction and pride for
you.”

Terrence is a graduate of
Marianas High School and is a
Teacher Academy Program
Alumni.

Terrence is the son of Tim
Thomburgh who works as Federal
Program Coordinatorforthe CNMI
Public Schoot System. "

CHC Volunteers

donate to RHC

By Marc Hizon

For the Variety
CHC Volunteers Association Offic-
ers headed by Susan Schwarz, Rose
White, Bill Ripple and two other
volunteers were on Rota last week
and made a courtesy call to Mayor
Benjamin T. Manglona to present
various hospital equipment.

They later proceeded to the Health
Center.

The group donated a fetal monitor,
aheatlamp, vital signsmonitor (stetho-
scope), wheel chair and a cardiac
monitor (sphegnomometer) to the
Rota Health Center.

Ripple did a mini-workshop and
demonstration to the medical and

Ob-gyn staff Elizabeth Paeda on op-
erating the fetal monitor and heat
lamp.

“Wearevery grateful forthe groups
donation and Rota is very privileged
to receive this much needed equip-
ment for all ourexpectant motherson
island,” said Public Health Resident
Director Teresita Santos.

There are no words toexpress how
much I appreciate their efforts.

*“Anything donated to our center
will definitely benefit the citizens of
our community regardless of who
they are. Little things like these means
so much to us,” said Santos.

The resident director in gratitude
Continued on page 20

Congressman Frank Cepeda (center) stands holds a WOFID poster with among other WOFID members and
Ford representatives recently. The Ford vehicle displayed will be the grand prize for the WOFID raffle.

Cepeda organizes WOFID

BEING a disabled person him-
self, Congressman Frank Cepeda
had set as one of his goals, “Work
Opportunities For Individuals
With Disabilities,” (WOFID).
"My objective is to bring the
disabled of this island commu-

nity out of the back rooms, and
into public life where they can
work; build up their self-esteem,
and setanexample forothers with
disabilities,” said Cepeda in a
press release.

WOFID is still in its formative

stages, Cepeda pointed out, and
the organization is looking for
monetary and in kind contribu-
tions to help get its programs go-
ing.
According to Cepeda, he is also
Continued on page 20
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Brian McDermott

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Staff
A CAPTAIN from the U.S. Army
was here on island visiting both pri-
vate and public high schools to offer
four year scholarships for students.

According to Captain Brian
McDermott, the “'steady number of
students™ applying forthe U.S. Army
National Scholarships called for a
more extensive “Pacific Rim tour”.

“lamalso visiting Rota, Tinianand
Guam this week, then I'll be heading
out to Japan and Korea,” said
McDermott.

“I'head national tours forthe schol-
arships, and I visit Hawaii. By com-
ing here, on a national level, I offer a
different perspective on the scholur-
ship process ,” he said.

“The students here will be compet-
ing with students from the mainland
for the scholarships. The only re-
quirements are to be a U.S. citizen,
and have toenroll inaSeniorJROTC
program in college,” he added.

McDermott also stressed that
S.AT. and A.CT. test scores and
overall G.P.A. are also merits that are
considered for the program.

The four year scholarships,
McDermott says, can range from
$9,000 1o $16,000 a year and is "a
great financial opportunity for stu-
dents™.

The U.S. Amy isalsooffering two
year and three year scholarships,
McDermott noted.

Captain visits chools

“Any student with a U.S. citizen-
ship can apply and do not have to be
enrolled inaJROTC Program. Only
when students enter college, they are
required to take the Senior ROTC
Program,” he said.

“I enjoyed speuaking to the stu-
dents, they seem genuinely interested
in the scholarship program and they
asked a lot of intelligent questions,”
he added.

McDermott also pointed out that
the Senior ROTC Program enhances
the college experience by “boosting
leadership skills, creating a sense of
camaraderie, and progressing in tac-
tical training”.

“*Once a student graduates and has
entered the Senior ROTC Program,
they arequalified tobe commissioned
officers in the Army, and that is an-
other greatbenefit,”suid McDermott.

“We we hoping that students take
advantage of the scholarshipprogram
becauseitis available tothem. When
you are pressed formoney, this isone
way to complete college,” he said.

Fun Coloring. A teacher and students gather around a table while a student colors a rock during the Division
of Environmental Quality “Earth Fair” on Tuesday at the Joeten-Kiyu Library. Today is the last day for the

exhibit.

Photo by Laila C. Younis

(Guam Centennial exhibit to be featured in D.C.

AN EXHIBIT highlighting the past
100 yewrs of Guam history will be
presented May 17-30 in the Cannon
House Office Building in Washing-
ton, D.C..uccording loapress release
from  Congressman  Robert
Undenwood’s oflice.

This yewr marks the centennial of
Guam’s Americanization.

Additionally, May is Asian-Pacific
Heritage Month.

“Guam's Reflections of the Past
100 Years™ is being planned and
organized by the Guam Museum, the
University of Guam’s Richard IF,
“Taitano Micronesian Arca Research
Center, the Guam Public Library,
Guam Council on the Arts and Hu-
manities Agency, the Guam Preser-
vation ‘Trust, the congressman'’s of-
fice, the Filipino community and in-
digenous rights organizations,

Eight panels wilthighlight historic

events of the Tast 100 years.

They are:

Panel 1: Guam, an American ter-
ritory. Thissection will include maps
of theisland. pastand present; arepont
of Guam's capture by Capt. Glass
and I, Ortin; and acopy of the Treaty
of Paris, the peace accord between
Spainand the United States at the end

of the Spanish-American War.
Panel 2: Guam’s indigenous

people, the Chamorro people. Prints -

and photos of Chamorros, past and
present will be featured, as well asan
example of the Chamorro language,
with translation: o poem. the Guam
Hymin or Chamorto proverbs.

Panel 3: Guam’s Spanish legacy.
This third section will feawure photos
and prints depicting Spanish wehi-
tecture, the Catholic religion, and
Spanish period artifacts.

Panel 4 Guam’s early American
period. Photos will show American
influence in architecture, dress, ete.

Panel 5: The War Years, 1941-45.
Photos of destuction of the island;

Hagama before and after the war
U.S. militwy buildup after the recap-
ture of the island.

Panel 6: Guam Today. Photos of
people. facilities (educational, health,
tourism, government), ele.

Panel 7: Scenic Guam. Veartous
scenic photos, including Guam's
flora and fauna and endangered
species.

Panel 8: Guam’s political de-
velopment. Thisfinal section will
feature photos of the signing of
the Organic Act, the Guam Con-
eress “walkout,” which served as
a catalyst to the AcUs passage,

" and appearances before Congress

and the United Nations.

I Taotaota to feature Hunter

PROGRAMAN I Taotaota is featuring Robert Hunter, acting executive
director, Commonwealth Council for Arts & Culture (CCAC), Cindy
Macaranas, coordinator, CCAC Flame Tree Arts Festival, Noel Quitugua,
acting chairman, CCAC Board, and Vicky Olopat, traditional craft artist,
today, hosted by Frances M. Sablan on Marianas Cable Vision (MCV).

Tonight's discussion on MCV, Channel 7 at 7 p.m. will be about the
upcoming Flame Tree Arts Festival.

Ifyouare tuning intothelive programon Saipanor Tinian today, and have
questions orcomments, please call the MCV studio during the show at 235-

6382,3 or 4.

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

Literatul'e GCorner

please mail to P.O. Box 231 or fax to 234-9271

uyou have poems and short stories you would like to share, [

Wings
By Keith Pangelinan
12th Grade, MHS

I look up to things.
I wish I had wings.
As time flies by,

I think and think,
But I just shrink
And shrink.

After all, time

Beat me to it.

It had the oldest wings
Of all, but I flew

Even higher with its call.

Seasoning Spice

By MHS Seniors Keith
Pangelinan,
John Paul Sablan,
Sheila R. Muna,
Jennifer DLGuerrero
and Min Jun Park

A little sound,
A little season,

SOn.
The sound of rain
Should have brought pain,
But it was the happy feeling
That drove me insane.

Makes summer a happy rea-

My Super Dad
By AlvinKlein G.Ganiban
GES, 2nd Grade

One day

My Dad and 1

talked heart to heart

He shared with e

about his past

about his life.

I've learned from him

how important

that life on earth

is full of joy and

happiness.

He taught me how to stand

where and what [ am now

and it will always bear in my
mind.

['ve got a word mightier than
a sword

I’ve become strong and brave
enough

to be a man my whole life

that’s why 1 am thankful

having a super dad.

BENJAMIN Seman and Tho-
mas J. Camacho, president
and vice president of the 1978
Mount Carmel High School
Classes are calling all the 1978
MCHS graduates for a special
meeting.

The purpose of the meeting
is to discuss plans and formu-
late committees for this year's
1998 Twenty Year Class Re-
union.

The meeting will take place

CS °78 Reunion meeting -

this Friday, April 24, 1998,
6:30 p.m. at the residence of
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J.
Camacho, 140 As Matuis
Homestead.

Class members presently in
the CNMI are urged to attend
this very crucial meeting.

For meeting place direction,
or if you have any questions
please call Ben at 234-8950
and/or Tom at 322-3014/5
(wrk) or 322-7959 (hm).

2nd set of Prints FREE!
NOW ON!

MIDDLE ROAD
CHALAN LAU LAU
234-7353
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MVB foresaw slump

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE Marianas Visitors Bureau foresaw the present tourism slump even
before the economic turmoil surfaced in July last year, its managing director
said Monday. :

“There wasawarning that MVB did. We were warning on theeconomic
situations (of Japan and Korea). Our economic consultant had studied and
reviewed the situations,” Anicia Q. Tomokane said. )

An April 1997 Progress Report prepared by economic analyst Edward
C. Stephens Jr. for the MVB warned that both the Japanese and Korean
economies were projected to slow down last year.

The MVB report was circulated among the MVB members during a
membership meeting on April 9, 1997.

Citing a Daiwa Institute of Research study, the report said that Japan's
economic growth was projected to slow down from 2.8 percentin 1996 to
2 percent in 1997.

The report said the scenario was more grim considering Japan’s con-
sumer spending projected to grow at only 1.1 percent, “which is not, of
course, a particularly encouraging number for the tourism industry.”

“The erosion of the yen's value against the US dollar, coupled with
slowing economic growth in Japan, will substantially impact the spending

Continued on page 20 J

1998 LIBERATION DAY COMRYTTEE
Queen Search

C. Single, never been married, never
been pregnant,

D. U.S. Citizen of Northern Marianas
(Indigenous) descent (family's
permanent residence in the NMI).

Please come by the Mayor's Office or call Agnes at 235-7340-2.

CRITERIA:

A. Must be female, not less than sixteen
(16), not more than twenty two (22)
years of age as of June 25, 1998

B. Be of good moral character,

BOO ONC ON O J
DEADLINE IS MAY 998
PAC »
A AR fA i . .. .. .- & .

District Court
sets hearing
on Senate case

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE hearing for the Senate reap-
portionment case is scheduled for
the latter haif of this year, it was
learned yesterday.

District Judge Alex R. Munson
issued an order yesterday detailing
the case schedules.

The reapportionment case is seek-
ing toincrease thenumberof senators
representing Saipan from three to
eight. Tinian and Rota, which are
each represented also by three sena-
tors, would both be represented by
only one.

The reapportionment is being
soughtbylawyerJeanne H.Rayphand
and former Rep. Stanley T. Tores.
Theircaseis being handled by lawyer
Theodore Mitchell.

Continued on page 20

RP Consulate resumes
meetings with DOLI

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE PHILIPPINE Consulate is re-
suming regular consultation meeting
with the labor and immigration de-
partment, in an atempt to jointly
address labor problems confronting
overseasFilipinoworkersinthe Com-
monwealth.

Consul Julia C. Heidemann said
her office will resumne the biweekly
meeting with Department of Labor
and Immigration Secretary Mark
Zachares 1o cooperatively work out
measures that would protect nonresi-
dent Filipino workers in NML.

Heidemann said her office will
closely work withthe DOLItoensure
that problems involving Filipino
workers and employers or recruiters
are swiftly addressed.

*This s basically tocoordinate and

discuss with them [CNMI labor and
immigration officials] the problems
and the possible solutions to address
the concerns raised by the Filipino
community on the islands,” she told
Variety.

She also said the Philippine labor
office has not been receiving any
reports on major maltreatment case
involving Filipinoworkerssince mid-
1997, dismissing earlier reports of
rampant labor abuses in the NML

Heidemnann said the Consulate has
previously conducted sporadic in-
spection of Filipino workers’ staff
houses and did not find any OFW
living in subhuman conditions as it
has been reported.

She also said her office and that of
the Philippine labor representative
did not receive any reports of forced

Continued on page 20

Plan to cap number of accredited
clinics in OCW-countries welcomed

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
PLANS of the public health depart-
ment to cap the number of accredited
clinics in countries deploying over-
seascontract workers are gaining sup-
port, it was learned.

Rep. Kari Reyes, vice chairman of
the House committee on health, edu-

We made Saturday banking possible.

And NOWwe otfer you

anytime, any day
convenience!

cation and welfare, yesterday said the
proposal is a welcome development
in the government’s effort to safe-
guard public health.

Reyes said if the plans pushed
through, the CNMI would be assured
that all nonresident workers coming
in are free from communicable dis-
eases.

He added that this move would
ensure that guest workers are carry-
ing precise, concise and fraud-free
medical certificates.

“We largely depend on foreign
clinicstoscreen CNMI-bound work-
ers, if this (capping clinics] is put in
place, there would be no apprehen-
sion that we get healthy workers,” he
told Variety.

But Reyes said the accredited clin-
ics should be accessible to govern-
ment offices processing the foreign
workers’ labor documents, like the
Philippine Overseas Employment
Administration [POEA] in Manila.

Acting Health Secretary Joseph
Kevin Villagomez, raising concerns

of accredited clinics in guest work-
ers’ countries.

The Department of Public Health
is coordinating withembassies of the
United States in four countries to
identify at least four medical service
providersthatwilldothe healthscreen-
ing for incoming guest workers.

Villagomez added that this will
enable CNMI health officials to trace
down faked documents, if the papers
submitted by a worker appear to be
questionable.

“Right now, we have close to 120
different clinics and thatisnot good,”
he stressed.

He pointed out that the probability
of workers coming in to the Northern
Marianalslands with fraudulentdocu-
mentsincreases with the presentnum-
berof medical clinicsinforeigncoun-
triesstill doing medical examinations
of CNMI-bound guest workers.

Villagomez said the Department
of PublicHealthand Services{DPHS]
is still working with the US Embassy
inidentifying some prospective clin-

Faulty

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Stalf
THE OWNERS of a Salpun restitu-
ranthave suedaprivate firmdemand-
g damages for alleged improper
installation of air conditioning sys-
tem in the establishment.

Lawyer Robert J. O’Connor and
RowenaL. O'Connor,ownersof K's
Dimsum and Noodle House in
Susupe, named as defendants
Remedio und Daniel Buniag, doing
business as Marfran Enterprises.

The O’Connors sued the defen-
dants forbreachof contract, breach of
express wairanty, breach of implied
warranties, negligence, unfair busi-
ness practice, fraud and negligent
misrepresentation.

The plaintiffs asked the Superior
Court to cancel the contract with
Marfran and award them $4,500 in
actual damages, and other damages
in an amount to be proven at trial.

According to the complaint filed
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Robert J. O'Connor

by RobertO’Connor Tuesday, plain-
tiffs entered into an agreement with
Marfran in Dec. 1997, in which the
firm agreed to supply and install a
functioning air conditioning system
sufficient to keep K’s comfortably
cool.

Plaintiffs agreed to pay Marfran
$4,500 for the system and the instal-
Jation.

The complaint said Marfran guar-

anteed labor and parts on the air
conditioning system {or six months
after installation.

Plaintiffs paid Marfran $3,000 in
advance then gave the $1,500 bal-
ance due under the contract.

The O’Connors said the aircondi-
tioning system installed did not,
and does not, function properly.

*Onthe contrary, the difference
between the temperature outside
and temperature inside K’s, with
the air conditioning on, is negli-
gible. During the heat of the day,
including lunch time, it is uncom-
fortably hot inside K’s for work-
ers and customers,” O’Connor
stated.

The lawyer said plaintiffs have
spoken with Marfran on numerous
occasions since the air conditioning
system was installed, advising the
firm of the system’s inadequacy.

The plaintiffs said they had
urged Marfran to repair the sys-

CNMI will need $5M more for LIIDS

THE CNMI will need an additional
$5 million to complete the Labor/
Immigration Identification and
Documentation System (LIIDS),
accordingtoGov.PedroP. Tenorio.

In response to a set of questions
sent by Rep. Ralph Regula,
Tenorio said the LIIDS project is
scheduled to be completed before
year 2000, provided there’s
enough funding.

“The lack of adequate funding
remains to be the major obstacle

for completing: this important

project,” Tenorio said.

The CNMI received a federal
grant of $1.5 million on Dec. 30,
1994 through the U.S. Department
of Interior.

The govemor said nearly all of the
funds have been either spent or obli-
gated for future services.

By the end of the year, Tenorio
said, all of the funds will be ex-
hausted.

The CNMTI'’s financial contribu-
tion to the project is estimated at
$550,000.

“To date funds have been uti-
lized to research, design, develop
andintegrate the system software and
hardware and for contractual support
and documentation of the project,”
Tenorio said.

Tenoriosaid the CNMliscurrently
assessing ways in which additional
federal assistance would advance or
accelerate the completion of a fully
functional LIIDS system,

LIDS was designed as an “infor-
mation backbone” whichcontaindata
relatedtoaliens inthe CNML(MCM)

tem, replace it, or take whatever
steps may be necessary to ensure a
cool and comfortable environment
nside the restaurant.

O’Connor said Marfran has ne-
glected, failed and refused to take
any cffective steps to remediate the
situation,

“Marfran’s failure and refusal to
supply and install an adequate air

aircon leads to suit

conditioning system in K's has dam-
aged the reputation of K's in the
community as 4 pleasant place toeat,
and has resulted in lost business and
lost profits to plaintiffs,” O'Connor
said.

He added that Marfran’s represen-
tation that the airconditioning system
it supplied and instatled “‘was ad-

Expert Care Is Now
Available In Saipan

‘Pain Management *Physical Rehabilitation* Diagnostic Testing

_ Dr. Charles Salzberg, M.D.

Board Certified in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

equate to cool K's was false.”

;

> INSURANCE <
% ACCEPTED &

Far an appointment call:
233-BACK (2225)

Dr. Salzberg will be available for
consultation and treatment on
Saturday, April 25, 1998 at

Saipan Chiropractic
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« Hand and Wrist Pain
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=e_ Elsewhere in the Pacific

EU Australla, Japan to
fund Solomons projects

HONIARA (Pacnews)—
Three of Solomon Islands de-
velopment partners - the Eu-
ropean Union, Australia and
Japan - have offered to pro-
vide funding to meet about 60
percent of the country’s 1998
development projects.

Contributing to the debate
on the budget speech deliv-
ered by the Minister for Fi-
nancé last week, National De-
velopment Planning Minister
Fred Fono revealed that of the
total of more than $202-mil-
lion ($US43m) development
budget, 90 percent will be
funded from outside sources.
SIBC reports.

A 60 percent of the 90 per-
cent will be sourced to the
Europcan Union: Australia
and Japan. Solomon Islands
government will provide funds
for only 10-percent or $19.5
million dollars of the total
development budget.

Mr Fono revealed that 30-
percent of the total develop-
ment allocation will go to-
wards infrastructure develop-
ment, while the rest will be
used for human and natural
resources, commerce, indus-
tries, finance, community and
government and security de-
velopments.

He said the local funding

Fiji’'s sugar industry
agrees to crop rehab

SUVA (Pacnews)—TFiji’s sugar
industry has agreed to under-
take a crop rehabilitation
programme o assist growers’
who've seriously been affected
by the drought.

Farmers this week have called
on government for cash assistance
to help rehabilitation crops. Island
Networks Corporation reports.

However, Sugar Commission
Chairman Gerald Barrack told Net-
work News that the implementa-
tion and tming of the
programme will be critical as
i's expected that the current
dry conditions will continue for
sometime.

Barrack said he's informed

the Minister for Agriculture,

Fisheries and Forests that infor-
mation will be available for dis-
cussion at a meeting of the par-
liamentary select committee on
sugar to be held on May |

He said at the meeting the sugar
industry will present a crop reha-
bilitation programme proposal to
the select committee for consider-
ation by government and by that
committee.

Barrack says the question of ob-
taining funds will alsobe discussed
as the Fiji Sugar Corporation sur-
vey which mustbemg completed
indicates that a substantial
amount of money will be needed
to assist the growers and the
industry i this particular diffi-
cuit ime,

will go towards both on-going
co-financed projects with de-
velopment partners, govern-
ment funded projects which
are aimed at enhancing eco-
nomic growth in the short and
medium term,

Fono said the priorities in
the development estimates are
aimed at maximising natural
resource development to gen-
eratc money to meet the
people’s needs and to foster
national unity and identity.

The debate on the national
budget is expected to be com-
pleted Thursday.

Pac1f1c lsles
review coral

reef program

APIA (Pacnews)—Representa-
tives of the 18 Pacific island
countries who took part in last
vear’s Pacific Year of the Coral
Reefs are currently meeting in
Nadi, Fiji to review the Pacific
wide campaign to protect the
Pacific reefs in the long term.

The meeting will develop a
three year work program for the
conservation of coral reefs in
the region, based on the suc-
cessful outcomes of the 1997
campaign, Radio 2AP reports.

Activities in 1997 included
coral reef competitions in danc-
ing, singing, artwork, poetry,
essay writing and quizzes.

The Nadi meeting will be dis-
cussing their success, and the
lessons the countries learnt from
the campaign.

Work on Melanesian village progress

HONIARA (Pacnews)—
Work on the Melanesian Cul-
tural village at the old Ceno-
ltaphareain Honiaraisreported
to be progressing well.

Cultural Village Co-
ordinator Frank Haikiu says
work on traditional houses
have begun, and he is confi-
dent they would be completed
} by mid-June. SIBC reports.

Among others, the village
would accommodate five tradi-

tional buildings showing tradi- .

tional houses from Papua New

Guinea, Fiji, Vanuatu, New °

Caledonia and Solomon Islands:

Haikiu says all four Melanesian
neighbours have confirmed their
attendance with each sending a
contingent of about 100 dancers
and artists to the festival.

He says only PNG has indi-
cated that it will send about
120.

The Melanesian Arts and
Cultural Festival is the first
of its kind to be organised,
and it is timed to coincide
with the celebrations of the
Solomon Islands 20th anni-
versary of Independence in

July this year.

Talks continue to avert Fiji protest

SUVA (_l’iicncws)—thsl
minute talks to avert nationwide
protest action by Fiji workers
tomorrow (Thursday) continued
in the capital Suva this morn-
ing.

The outcome of last night’s
meeting of the Tripartite Forum
between unions. employers and
government officials failed to
resolve the grievances of the
unions, Island Newworks Cor-
poration reports.

The two main issues now un-
der contention are the redun-
dancy issue and the check-off
facility, allowing employers to
deductunion subscriptions from

workers on behalf of theirunion.

Unions wantall parties tosign
an accord thut there won't be
new redundancies and that the
check-off facility remains.

Fiji Trade Union Congress
Secretary Pratap Chand told jour-
nalists after'Tuesday night’s meet-
ing that they will NOT be engag-
ing in any talks after midday to-
day. Chand says the employers
are trying to make things very
difficult.

The Fiji Employers Federation
says the union’s threat of protest
action Thursday is the very rea-
son why employers do not want
o enter into negotiations.

Federation President Hector
Hatch said after last night’s

" meeting, that they will not ne-

gotiate under duress.

Hatch also brushed aside
union accusations that the em-
ployers were being unreason-
able.

He said they will discuss any-
thing and everything that was put
on the tiable provided the strike
threat is lifted.

FTUC officials have told the
other parties that they are pre-
pared to allow a commitiee of
the tripartite forum to look into
the wage issuc - the issue which
initially fuelled the dispute,

Gov't decision on
casinos defended

HONIARA (Pacnews)—The
Solomon Islands Ministry of
Home Affairs has defended its
government's decision to close
down all casino related opera-
tions in the country as from Ap1 il
7 next year.

Permanent Secretary to the Min-
istry Joses Sanga says although
the closure will cost the govern-
ment $S1600,000 ($US128,000)
annually in revenue, the social
cost of the effects of gambling in
Solomon Islands is heavier on
some families particularly in the
capital Honiara.

Sanga says there are broken
families, families without food

because the break winnerempties
his pay package at the casinos and
some children go to school in the
mornings without breakfast as a
result of their fathers’ addiction
to casino.

He says, “$51600,000 is noth-
ing when you compare this with
the social cost™ above.

Sanga says the government an-
ticipates that state lotteries and
games of chances for charitable
purposes which will be unaffected
by the closure, will provide em-
ployment opportunities for some
of the 500 employees who stand
to lose their jobs when the deci-
sion is implemented next year.

Radio Australia reports.

hours.

Cyclone warning in Cooks

MELBOURNE (Pacnews)—A tropical cyclone alert has been
issued for the northern Cook Islands.

A wopical depression lies about 350 kilometers southeast of the
Manihiki atoll and is moving northwest at about 15km per hour,

The depression is generating thunderstorms and winds of up to
80kms per hour, where the forecaster say there is a moderate chance
that the depression will develop into a cyclone within the next 24

Agreement reached on New
Caledonia’s political future

MELBOURNE (Pacnews)—
New Caledonia’s pro and anti
independence groups have
reached an agreement on the po-
litical future of the French Pa-
cific territory but independence
is still a long way off for New
Caledonia.

After months of hard bargain-
ing and almost two days after a
dead-line for the end of negotia-
tions, an agreement was signed in
Noumea late Tuesday, Radio
Australia reports.

The pro-independence groups’

wish for an associated state rela-
tionship with France leading to
independence has not been
realised. Instead a gradual trans-
fer of powers will take place over
a transition period of 15 to 20
years.

At the end of that period, a
referendum onindependence will
be held.

The agreement known as the
Noumea Accord provides greater
autonomy for the colony but falls
a long way short of the ambitions
held by pro-independence groups.

Election campaign on
in French Polynesia

MELBOURNE (Pacnews)—
Campaigning has begun for by-
elections in French Polynesia.
By-elections are being held in
eleven of the territorial
assembly’s 41 seats, Radio Aus-
tralia reports.

The by-elections were called
after results of the 1996 elec-
tions were cancelled because of
irregularities in voting and alle-
gations of corruptions.

Polls will be held May 24 for
eight seats in the Leeward Is-
lands and for three seats in the
Marquesas Islands.

Sevenof the eight seats being
contested were won in the 1996
clections by the Tavini
Huiraatira Party headed by
French Polynesia’s president,
Gaston Flosse.

All major parties are contest-
ing the election.

Samoa surveys attitudes
toward contraceptive use

APIA (Pacnews)—A heualth
survey focussing on attitudes
lowards contraceptive use is un-
derway on Samou’s Upolu is-
land.

The four weeks survey which
began today (Sumoa time) will
look closely at the involvement
of men in decision making on
family planning and the size of
a family. 2AP reports.

The survey jointly conducted
by the Samoa Family Health
Association and the University
of the South Pacific will also
look at teenage pregnancies,
which is becoming 1o be the
main common problem in the
country.

Similar surveys are being con-
ducted in Tonga, Cook Islands,
Tuvalu and Solomon Islands.

Ry S T ]
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Tinian
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Jlotel & Casino
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..see We bet you will have a great time......

To celebrate the soft opening of Tinian Dynasty Hotel & Casino, we are
pleased to offer the following Special rates to CNMI & Guam residents.

Overnight Package

$100 (inclusive of tax) per person on twin share basis;
$140 for single occupancy.

Round trip Ferry between Saipan and Tinian

One night accommodation
Three meals

A welcome drink at the Jackpot Lounge (Beer or Soft drink)

$5 Slot Token
$25 Match Play chips

Transportation between Tinian dock and Tinian Dynasty Hotel & Casino
This package is for CNMI and Guam residents only. Proof of identification

required.

_Room Only Rate

$80 (Inclusive of tax) Per room per night for single or double occupancy.

$30 round trip ferry ticket between Saipan & Tinian. This price includes a $5
voucher to exchange for slot tokens, a $10 voucher to bet on designated
gaming table with a matching bet and a $10 food & Beverage discount.

For reservation and more details Please call us at;

Tinian: Tel.: 670-328-2233, ext. 236 or 237  Fax: 670-328-1133

DEPART SAIPAN ARRIVE TINIAN

DEPART TINIAN

06:00 06:50
09:00 09:50
12:00 (noon) 12:50
17:30 18:20
20:30 21:20
00:30 01:20

Boarding Time: 30 minutes prior to departure time
The above will be available April 25, 1998

07:30
10:30
15:30
19:00
23:00
02:00

ARRIVE SAIPAN
08:20
11:20
16:20
19:50
23:50
02:50
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Taiwan exports

A protester glves a botz‘/e of drinking water to an anti- r/ot policeman guard/ng a peaceful ra/ly Tuesday on the

campus of

past months, demanding President Suharto to step down. ap

ahid Jaya universily in southern Jakarta. Students have staged anti-government protests in the -

Red Cross says it will visit
deportees in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) —
The International Committee of
the Red Cross said Tuesday it
will soon visit hundreds of Indo-
nesians who were deported last
month from Mulaysia.

The Indonesians are from Aceh
on the northem tip of the Indone-
sian island of Sumatra, where an
armed separatist movement has
operated since the 1970s.

United Nations officials have
sald they want to establish
whether those deported to Aceh

A spokeswoman for the Red
Cross, Sri Wahyu Endah, said the
Indonesian government had given
the “green light™ to visit the
deportees, many of whom had
sought work in Malaysia.

“It will be soon, in the near

future,” she said.

Endah said the Red Cross also
planned to visit political detain-
ees in Aceh province. In the past,
the Red Cross has asked for per-
mission to visit the detainees at a
military camp and last year the

“We welcome the Indonesian
openness now to give the ICRC
access 10 Aceh,” Endah said.

On March 26. an Indonesian navy
vessel repatriated 544 Indonesians
from Malaysia, with all but 20 of
themretming tohometownsin Aceh.
Malaysia claims the Acehnese are
economic, not political, refugees.

With the move to allow Red
Cross officials to visit the work-
ersin Aceh, the fate of 22 Indone-
sian illegal aliens seeking refuge
at U.S. and U.N. compounds in

have suffered political persecu-  government barred its workers — Malaysia may move closer to a
tion in Indonesia. from the region. resolution.

-

Are You Ready

\ oadgement D, )

Is there really a Judgement Day? Are we approaching a day in which God
will judge every man and woman? Some experts say NO. If these
experts are correct then we have nothing to fear.

But what if the experts are wrong and the Bible is true. And God holds you
accountable for every sin, and on Judgement Day you are found guilty and

sentenced to eternal damnation?

Is there hope for sinful man? Can we be saved from that day of Judgement?
Is it possible that sinful man can be forgiven, and spared a guilty sentence?

Victory Chapel Presents

A film series that will make

you think.
MOMENT OF TRUTH ..............APRIL 23
WITHOUT RESERVATION.......APRIL 24
THE APPOINTMENT ...... cenenees APRIL 25

r MICROL

BLACH HOAD

0 B=

7:30 pm Nightly

Child care uvailable for children ages 5 and under

For more information Call
235-3164

on decline again

TAIPEIL Taiwan (AP) — Export
orders fell almost 3 percent in
March, prompting renewed con-
cems that the Asian economic
slurnp willaffect Taiwan’s growth,
the Economics Ministry said Tues-
day. ‘

Falling regional demand for Tai-
wanese goods because of the
region’s troubles is the main rea-
son for a decline, in exports, said
Chang Yaw-tzong, the ministry’s
director of statistics. He added that
economic growth will be affected
by the slewdown in exports in the
firsthalf of thisyear.  Incontrast
to Asia,exportsto the United States
and Europe were doing well.

A think tank last week reduced

its estimate of Taiwan’s economic |

growth this year from 6.37 percent
to 5.95 percent.

Increased competition from

Asian countries whose currencies
have depreciated were also harm-
ing exports, the Chung-Hua Insti-
tution for Economic Research said.

The ministry said export orders.

in March fell 2.74 percent against
the same period last year, to a total
of $10.2 billion. That was part of an

overall reduction of 2.67 percent
for the first three months of the
year.

Meanwhile, actual exports in the
firstquarter of 1998 fell 6.4 percent
compared to the same period last
year.

The relatively smaller decline in
orders compared to the fall in real
exports pointed toarecovery trend.

Armed with bulky foreign re-
serves and a healthy banking sys-
tem, Taiwan has largely escaped
the Asian financial crisis. But
economists say the impact could
be more severe if the crisis spreads
to Japan and China, Taiwan’s two
major trading partners.

The ministry said export orders
in March from the United States
and.Europe increased at a healthy
7.1 percent and 4.5 percent respec-
tively from the same period a year
carlier.

Japanese exportorderslastmonth
for Taiwanese products were down
18 percent from March a year ago,
dueinparttoayearold banon pork
exports over an outbreak of foot
and mouth disease, the ministry
said.

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP)
— Myanmar’s military govern-
ment has sentenced a leading
member of the country’s pro-
democracy movement to 25
years in prison for giving an
interview to a foreign radio sta-
tion, an exile opposition group
said Tuesday.

San San of the National
League for Democracy was
originally detained on Oct. 28,
1997, said a news release from
the All Burma Students’ Demo—
cratic Front.

The 58-year-old San San was
arrested with two other NLD
lawmakers and five other party
members, after an attempted
political meeting between party
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and
youth members of her party in
the capital. Riot police scuffled
with several of Suu Kyi’s sup-
porters as they tried to prevent
the meeting.

Those detained were tried last
December and all were given
six-year prison terms for violat-
ing a 1950 emergency law that
allows jailing people likely to
“inspire security problems” or
incite “unrest among the
people.”

The students’ announcement
said the government tried to
force San San to promise to end
her political activities, an ap-
proach they have reportedly
taken with other NLD support-
ers.

After San San refused, she
was charged under the Official
Secrets Act for doing an inter-
view with the Burmese-lan-
guage service of the British
Broadcasting Corporation in
which she was critical of the

Exile group: Dissident
jailed over interview

government, the statement said.

Onconviction, her prison sen-
tence was increased to 25 years.
The secrets law was enacted in
1923, when the country was a
British colony.

The statement quoted un-
named sources as saying no one
had been allowed to see San San
since she was sentenced.

San San was elected to parlia-
ment from a Rangoon district in
the 1990 general election in
which the League won a land-
slide victory. The ruling junta,
which seized power in 1988,
refused to allow parliament to
be seated, and still runs
Myanmar, which is also called
Burma.

No comment was immediately
available from the government.

San San was previously arrested
inNovember 1990, sentenced to 20
years in prison for “high treason,”
and dismissed as a member of par-
Hament and barred from running in
future elections.

She took part in the country’s
major pro-democracy uprising in
1988 as head of a workers union
while she was a deputy director of
the department of labor, the student
statemnent said.

The dissidents sentenced in De-
cember included Dr. Than Nyein,
the brother-in-law of Gen. Khin
Nyunt, the head of military intelli-
gence and one of the four most
powerful generals in the govern-
ment,

Suu Kyi's party protested the
trials to the govemment because it
was notallowed to provide lawyers
for the defendants. Family mem-
bers of the jailed democrats were
also barred from wnncbsmg the
trial.

Malaysia eys defense cuts

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) — The Malaysian government
on Tuesday hinted that defense cuts
couldeventopthe 21 percentslashin
spending since last year.

Malaysian Defense Minister Syed
Hamid Albar said his ministry could
face budget cuts of nearly 1 billion
ringgit (dlrs 270 million) this year.
Theministry’sbudget was slashed by
3 percent last year and a further 18
percent cut was made after an auster-
ity budget was announced in Decem-
ber, totaling 21 percent.

‘Itmaynotbe 21 percent. It may be
more,”™Syed Hamid said.

Anumberofintended projects will
be “reprioritized,” he told reporters
after opening the 6th Asia Defense
Services exhibition. The four-day
eventisthe world’s second largest for
paramilitary and security firms, with
600 com]xmig,s from 43 counuies
participating.

“That is why we are not lookmu
mtopurchasingnew assets,’ s‘udSycd
Hamid, whoannounced Monday that
Malaysia would not purchase sub-

Malaysia police
‘chief upholds.
- shoot-to-klll’

'pollcy to quell
.any Vlolence

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) — Malaysia’s police chief de-
fended the department’s “'shoot-to-
kill” policy as the way to maintain
order, according tonewsreports Tues-
day.

"Our main task is to ensure public
safety,”suidPolice Chief RahimNoor,
responding to a critical commentay
against the police force by a human
rights group.

“We will continue to take appro-

" priate action against armed criminals

including *shoot-to-kill” if our mens’
lives are at stake,” Rahim was quoted
as saying in The Star newspaper.

More than 50 suspected armed
criminals have been shot dead by the
policeinthe fasttwo-and-a-half years,
an”unprecedented” increase, accord-
ing to Raja Aziz Addruse, president
of the National Human Rights Soci-
ety.

“In combating crime, the police
cannot assume the roles of a judge,
Jury and executioner, all rolled in
one,” Raja wrote in a commentary
published recentlyinthe government-
backed New Straits Times.

Citing several incidents where the
police had gunned down suspected
criminals in their cars and homes,
offeringnochance forsurrender, Raja
condemned the police as oo trigger
happy for the common good.™

In Miuch, police shot and killed
five suspected bank robbers as they
exiled o bank on a busy street of a
university campus,

In Junuary, seven suspected rob-
bers were shot dead en route to the
supermirket they plannedtorob, Raja
said.

“What about the basic creed of
*innocent untit proven guilty?™™ said
Raja, calling the police “a loose can-
non” and “vigilante force.”

Rahimdefended the police actions,
insisting officers had never “blindly
shot™ at innocent people.

Rahim said the police were pro-
tecting the lives and safety of apublic
threatened by “impetuous™ criminals,

marines, as planned. “But we are
preparing ourselves when the
economy tums around, hopefully
soon.”

The budget cuts will not affect
projects or purchases already under
way, he said.

ThepurchaseoftwoCorvellesfrom
ltaly and two British frigates are still
expected to be delivered to the Royal
Malaysian Navy next year.

The cuts may affectthe purchase of
the South African Rooivalk helicop-
ters to replace the aging Wasp heli-
copters and the proposed submarine
project, he said.

Earlier, Syed Hamid said his min-
istry has begun identifying key com-
paniestobe the anchorsinthe defense
industry sectorsearmarked fordevel-
opment. They would be invited to
participate as prime contractors in
major defense procurements and en-
couraged to create partnerships with
foreign companies, he added.

Syed Hamid suggested collabora-
tion in promoting regional defense
industries through manufacturing of
armored personnel carriers and weap-
ons systems.
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HUEBES GI ORAN ALAS 7:00 GI PUPUENGI
GUATU GI MULTI-PURPOSE BUILDING GIYA SUSUPE

HU SOSOYU UNU YAN OTRO NU I MINAGOF-MIYU YAN I
PATTISIPASION-MIYU GI INEKUNGOK PUBLIKU PUT I
MAPROPOPONE NA LAI HOUSE BILL 11-152.

ESTE I MAPROPOPONE NA LAI PUT PARA U MAMIDI I
ABILIDAT, FASILIDAT, YAN PARA U PROBENIYI KRIMINAT
NA KASTIGU PARA MAPOKKA I MAPOTGE’ NA PALAO’AN
YAN OTRO PAREHU NA KAOSA SIHA.

PUT FABOT FANMATTO YA EN FANMAHUNGO I OPINI’ON-
MIYU YAN HINASSON-MIYU PUT ASUNTON I LINALA-TA
GUINI ISLA-TA SIHA - ESPESPATMENTE I ASUNTON
LINALA T MAMAMAILA’ NA HINERASTION.

PRINIPARA YAN INAPASI GINEN AS CONGRESSWOMAN
MALUAT. PETER

N
i
G

U S. Marine honor guards drape a U.S. flag over a coffin containing the remains of a U.S. M/A at the Hanoi
airport Tuesday. Five sets of remains were flown to Hawaii later in the day. ap

" NUTISIA PARA FAMALAO’AN YAN
PUBLIKON NORTHERN MARIANAS

POT FABOT NAGUAHA TIEMPON-MIYU PARA EN ATIENDE
ESTE NAIMPOTTANTEN INEKUNGOK PUBLIKU I
MAPROPONEN LAI PUT ASUNTON
FAMALAO’AN YAN FAMILIA.
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HK officials vow more jobs

HONG KONG (AP) — Officials
said Tuesday that the govermment
has provided incentives to stimu-
late the economy, but thatimprove-
ments in unemployment largely

depend on the private sector.
Donald Tsang, Hong Kong's fi-
nance secretary, said that the
territory’s government was increas-
ing investments in public infra-

structure and improving financial
services, while leaving the rest to
private businesses “'to ensure that
more job opportunities would be
created.”

Hong Kong repatriates more Vietnamese

HONG KONG (AP) — Hong
Kong on Tuesday repatriated more
than 200 Vietnamese, three
months after scrapping a 22-year
policy of offering the asylum-
seekers temporary haven.

The 239 Vietnamese _ whom
the government says were mostly
economic migrants _ were flown
back to Hanoi, Vietnam’s capital,
under the government’s forced
repatriation program.

The group _ some of whom
arrived in 1988 _ was the latest

batch to be sent back since Hong
Kong carly this year scrapped a
22-year-old policy giving all Viet-
namese the right to be screened

for political asylum and appeal in
court if rejected.

China had long contended that
Hong Kong's status as a “port of
first asylum,” giving all arriving
Vietnamese the right to seek
termporary political asylum, wasa
decision the British colonial gov-
ernment imposed on the territory.

More than 63,000 Vietnamese,
some forcibly dragged onto the
plane against their will, have been
sent back since 1991, when the
government’s forced repatriation
program effectively began.

Early this year, Hong Kong’s
legislature approved the changes
in immigration laws ending the

tetritory’s status as temporary
haven for the Vietnamese asy-
lum-seekers. Vietnamese who
now arrive illegally are simply
held in detention until arrange-
ments can be made with their
government to send them back.

Since Communist North Viet-
nam defeated the U.S.-backed
South in 1975 ending the Viet-
nam war, nearly 223,000 Viet-
namese have passed through
Hong Kong, most of them arriv-
ing by boat penniless.

Hong Kong still harbors more
than 2,700 Vietnamese still await-
ing repatriation or resettlement
overseas.

Japan auto

exportsup
10 percent

TOKYO (AP) — Exports by
Japan’s three top automakersrose
more than 10 percent in March
froma yearcarlierasthey shipped
more cars abroad amid slumping
sales at home. according to re-
ports released Tuesday.

Toyota Motor Corp. exported
114,365 cars, trucks and buses in
March. up 10.9 percent from the
same month last year. Nissan
Motor’s exports grew by 17.9 per-
centto 60,962 vehicles while Honda
Motor Corp.’s expunded 1 1.8 per-
cent to 45,146, according to the
automakers’ monthly reports.

At home. where car sales have
beendeclining since anational sales
tax increase last April. both Toyota

and Nissan suffered declines of

more than 20 percent while
Honda’'s sales slipped 7.7 per-
cent.

Japan raised its national sules
tax to 5 percent from 3 percent
last April. A sluggish economy
has alsodragged down consump-
tion in Jupun.

Indonesia says economic
reforms are on schedule

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) —
Indonesian officials working to
overhaul their battered economy
face akey deadline Wednesday for
the implementation of a raft of re-
forms.

Following concerns that it was
backsliding on pledges to open up
its economy, Indonesia signed a
revised reform agreement earlier
this month with the International
Monetary Fund.

“We will be able to undertake
the entire reform and we will also
fulfill all items in the reform
agenda,” the official Antara news
agency quoted Finance Minister
Fuad Bawazier as saying Monday.

Inflation and unemployment are
soaring in Indonesia as it weathers
its worst economic crisis since the
1960s. The slurp was spurred by a
plunge in the value of the rupiah
last year,

Under the new IMF deal, de-
signed 1o help get aid from a $43
billion IMF-led bailout flowing
again, Indonesiamustmake astring
of economic changes by April 22.

They include a reduction in ex-
porttaxes onlogs and minerals, the

lifting of restrictions on foreign
investment in wholesale trade and
progress toward an agreement on
the restructuring of Indonesia’sdlrs
68 billion corporate debt.

Bawazier said the government
on Wednesday will release details
of debttalkslast week in New York
between Indonesian officials and
international creditors.

The head of Indonesia’s negoti-
ating team, Radius Prawiro, has
said the two sides agreed that Indo-
nesiancorporations will repay their
debts in rupiah to an agency that
will provide foreign currencies.

Bawazier said the most impor-
tantthing inovercoming the present
monetary crisis is to stabilize the
exchange rate of the rupiah, which
plunged in value last year when
Asia’s currency crisis erupted.

Bank Indonesia, the nation's cen-
tral bank, said Tuesday ithadraised
interest rates by between 3 and 6
percentage points in an attempt to
strengthen the rupiah.

The rupiah was trading Tuesday
afternoon in Jakarta at 7,850 to the
dollar, up from its close Monday at
8.100.

South Korean act/ng ane M/nlster Kim Jong-pil, th/rd from le/t poses with China’s economic delegation
during a meeting at the government building in Seoul Monday on South Korea-China civil economic
cooperation. Second from left is Yu Xiaosong, head of Chinese delegation. ap

*1 think at the end of the day it
will be the private sector whowould
scize these opportunities to ensure
that existing business will be
stengthened,” Tsang said at a press
conference.

Chief Exectuve Tung Chee-hwa
expressed concern about rising
unemployment, which he tied to
Asia’s overall economic woes. He

" added that persistent high rates of -

inflation and rising production costs
had dented Hong Kong’seconomic
competitiveness.

Tsang also said that the govemn-
ment will improve the liquidity of
Hong Kong’s banks to increase
bank lending and create new fund-
ing schemes. The Hong Kong
government has been under fire
since announcing Monday that the
unemployment rate for the three
months ending March 31 stood at

3.5 percent, up 0.6 percent from the
previous month’s figure and 1 per-
cent over the 2.5 percent figure
from the end of January.

Although still low, the unem-
ploymentrate is highby Hong Kong
standards the highest since March
1995.

The territory, handed back to
China by Britain last summer, has
avoided the worst of Asia’s eco-
nomic problems because of strong
foreign reserves, a stable currency
and sound economic management.
Butithas been suffering from weak-
ness in its retail, construction, real
estate, manufacturing and hotel-
restaurant trades.

Analysts have predicted thatgov-
ernmentinfrastructure projects and
tax cuts taking effect later in the
year were likely to ease the prob-
lem.

Drought-str/cken Ma/a ysians lined up at a water truck as water ration-

ing and the country’s worst drou
Nearly two million people around

off starting this week. ap

ht in decades hit home Tuesday.
vala Lumpur had their taps turned

Spurned husband blows
up self, 2 others on train

BELJING (AP)— A Chinese toy
factory worker angry over his
wife’s affair set off a bomb beside
a train, killing himself and two
other people, an official newspa-
per reported Tuesday.

Sevenpeople alsowere injured,
two of them seriously, in the blast
last Friday after train No. 469
arrived in Fuzhou from
Guangzhou, Wen Hui Bao re-
ported. Both cities are in south
China.

Police suspect a toy factory
worker surnamed Zhang whose
wife recently began having an
affair, leaving him bent on re-
venge, the newspaper said. It
said he triggered the bomb he had
made himself and hid inside his
clothing after the train arrived in

Fuzhou and people got off, The
blast killed Zhang, one of two
sisters who gotoff the train before
him and a passenger on the plat-
form, the newspaper said.

Zhang already had killed two
of his wife’srelatives using bombs
made with electrical wire stolen
from the toy factory, it said.

Meanwhile, Chinese police
have ordered a nationwide crack-
down on the illegal production
and sale of explosives in an effort
o stem an increase in criminal
cases and accidents involving
explosives, the state-run Xinhua
News Agency reported.

‘The Public Security Ministry
also ordered a nationwide safety
check on companies and organi-
zations that usc explosives,
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Seoul to compensate sex slaves

South Korean civic group members, including former sex slaves for
Japanese Army during World War Il, shout anti-Japan slogans during
a protest rally in front of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul last week.
They were demanding the full compensation and apology from the
Japanese government. AP

By KYONG-HWA SEOK
SEOUL, South Korea (AP)
— Inapolicy change aimed at
resolving one of its thorniest
historical disputes with Japan,
South Korea said Tuesday it
will directly compensate
South Korean women used as
sex slaves by Japan during
World War I1.

Japan expressed hope that
the Seoul government’s deci-
sion would help improve the
living conditions of the aging
South Korean victims.

“We consider this step taken
by the government of the Re-
public of Korea to be an ex-
pression of their serious ap-
proach toresolving thisissue,”
Sadaaki Numata, the Foreign
Ministry’s chief spokesman,
told a regular news confer-
ence.

“We do hope that this will
lead to an improvement in the
living conditions of all the la-
dies who were involved in this
during the war,” he said.

Under a plan approved by
the Cabinet, the Seoul gov-
ernment said it will offer 38
million won ($25,300)—31.5
million won ($21.000) from
the government and 6.5 mil-
fion won ($4.300) raised by
private orgunizations — 1o
cach of 152 South Korean
women known to have been
used as “comfort women™ by
the Japanese army.

Calling its compensation
“comfort money,” the South
Korean government said that
it will not ask'Japan to put up
any of the money, as groups
representing the former sex
slaves have demanded.

Scoul officials said their
new policy means that the
compensation issue for the
former South Korean sex
sfaves has been settled “at

least at the government level.”

They said they would not
intervene when private orga-
nizations push their demands
for compensation [rom the
Japuanese government.

“This does not mean that the
government is giving up its

longstanding demands for

Japan's apology and histori-

cal and moral responsibility,”
President Kim Dae-jung told
the Cabinet.

Kim is the first opposition
leader to take power in South
Korea. Since taking office in
February, he has called for
new ties with Japan, putting
behind thorny historical prob-
lems.

“We welcome the decision
to compensate the women. But
the government should de-
mand that the Japanese gov-
ernmentreveal the truth, com-
pensate the women and pun-
ish those responsible,” said
Yang Mi-kang, secretary-gen-
eral of the Korea Council for
Women Drafted for Military
Sexual Slavery.

Yang said Taiwan also has
directly compensated former
Taiwanese sex slaves for the
old Japanese army.

In March, the Seoul govern-
ment adopted a proposal to
compensate the former sex
slaves, thenrecover the money
from the Japanese govern-
ment,

But the government backed
away from that position last
week, saying it would not seek
payment from Tokyo. Japan
refuses to compensate the
women, saying that all repa-
ration cluims were settled un-
der a 1965 normalization
reaty.

The South Korean policy
change triggered angry reac-
tion from the former sex
slaves, who insisted that areal
apology will come only when
the Japanese government of-
fers compensation.

After consultations with the

~ victims, Seoul decided to omit

from Tuesday’s announce-
ment any mention of whether
it will seek compensation from
Japan, a government official
said.

“The government’s policy
(of not asking for Japanese
compensation) has not
changed,” Chung Yeon-dook,
a Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, said.

Former South Korean sex
slaves maintain that any com-
pensation money should come

from the Tokyo government
as a sign of atonement for
atrocities Japan committed
during its colonial rule of the
Korean Peninsula in 1910-
1945.

Historians estimate that as
many as 200,000 women from
Korea and other Asian nations
were taken to front-line Japa-

nese brothels during World
War II. No one knows how
many are still alive because
most keep their past secret.
While maintaining that post-
war treaties settled all all war-
time compensation claims,
Japan in 1996 established a
private Asian Women’s Fund,
whichoffered $17,000 toeach

surviving sex slave.

Most of the former South Ko-
rean sex slaves tumed down the
offer, insisting that any compensa-
tion come directly from the
Japanese government.

Most of the women are in
their 70s, have never married
and have no children to sup-
port them.
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“DLot this sigav W yowy pw{d/
VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

ics.

B System.

at #A Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic ||l
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet te 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
W boards or on transparencies on special pa-
B per or cloth for ceiling hang for disptay or
B above shelves, counters and merchandise
§ stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

ll Full color digital print for back light in shops
8 window or special display in the outdoor,
g such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
fumes, jewelry and many more.

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-

anteed to last for five to seven years in all

weather conditions and stands heat tem-
perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

DON'T GAMBLE WITH DEATH...DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE
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Critics: IMF ‘misuses’ funds

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
International Monetary Fund is
run like a “private club with
public money.” and the Clinton
adminiswrationis letting billions
of taxpayer dollurs be used to
bail out wealthy banks and in-
vestors, congressional critics
charged.

In an ongoing etfort to derail
President Clinton’s request for
dIrs 18 billion more toreplenish

-IMF resources. a House Bank-

ing subcommittee accused the
administration Tuesday of ig-
noring laws directing the United
States touse its "voice and vote”
to oppose various IMF policies.

The oversight subcommittee
for three hours grilled Karin
Lissakers. the U.S. representa-
tive on the IMF’s 24-member
executive board, asking why she
had registered objections only
12 times during her more than
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five ycars on the board.

Lissakers told the subcommit-
tee that most IMF actions are
taken by consensus, essentially
a voice vote. During the five
years, she said, the executive
board dealt with an estimated
2,000 items. She submitted a
list indicating the United States
had voted "no" three times and
abstained from voting to regis-
ter its objections nine other
times.

Committee members called
this record unacceptable.

“It is my judgment that our
representative has not obeyed
the law,” said Rep. Bernard
Sanders, a Vermont indepen-
dent. He said congressional lan-
guage seeking to halt human
rights abuses, protect worker
rights and restrain military
spending in the Third World was
being ignored routinely.

Before Congress approved
any more funds for the IMF, it
must decide whether “the IMF
is simply a front group for giant
banks, global corporations and
wealthy investors.”

Rep. Spencer Bachus, a Re-
publican and chairman of the
House oversight panel, said,
“The IMF should not be permit-
ted to operate like a private club
with public money.”

Lissakers and Assistant Trea-
sury Secretary Timothy
Geithner rejected lawmakers’
assertions that the administra-
tion was ignoring Congress’ in-
tent. They said the administra-
tion had actively pushed U.S.
positions with some success
because, as the world’s largest
economy, the United States con-
trols 18 percent of IMF voting
power.

“In my time we have made
very significant changes in the
institution,” Lissakers said, not-
ing the increasing number of
countries willing to make pub-
lic the IMF’s annual reviews of
theireconomies. In addition, the
three loan agreements the IMF
reached with South Korea, In-
donesia and Thailand last year
were posted on the Internet. In
the past, such documents have
been kept secret.

But lawmakers expressed dis-
satisfaction. Bachus suggested
the House should seek much
more stringent requirements
before approving any more IMF
funds.

The Senate has approved dlrs
18 billion more for the IMF, and
adopted language seeking to
prevent any IMF money from
going to Indonesia President
Suharto’s family or to countries
with unfair trade barriers.

Bachus called this language
inadequate.

The subcommittee also heard
from IMF critics, including con-
sumer advocate Ralph Nader,
who said its economic reforms
were designed to protect inves-
tors at the expense of poor
people in the countries receiv-
ing the loans.

“The IMF runs roughshod
over borrower countries in the
Third World, making a mock-
ery of attempts to democrati-
cally determine macroeconomic
policy in those nations,” Nader
said.
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Speaer of the oue Ne Gingrich questions Chianna B
swearing-in ceremony on Capitol Hill Tuesday. In the back, from left, is William Rodriguez, Bono’s

Bono sworn in as US Rep.
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godson, and son, Chesare Bono. ap

By Darlene Superville
WASHINGTON (AP)—Mary
Bono, sworn in Tuesday as one
of twonew House members, said

she continue$ to draw strength
from and be guided by her late
husband, Sonny Bono.

Mrs. Bono, a Republican who
won a special election to succeed
herhusband, said serving the people
of California’s 44th Congressional
District was his proudest achieve-
ment,

The seat had been vacant since
BonodiedJan. 5 inaskiing accident
at Lake Tahoe. ,

“I understand why this chamber
held so much meaning for my late
husband,”Mrs.Bonotoldthe House,
her two young children at her side.
“T will do my best to live up to the
legacy that he has left and continue
tobtinghiscommonsense approach
to serving the people of this great
nation.”

Mrs. Bono says she supports

fiscal responsibility, education
and the environment.

The House also welcomed former
California state senator Barbara Lee,
a Democrat, who is filling the 9th
Congressional District seat long held
by her mentor, former Rep. Ron
Dellums.

Dellums retired in February after

* more than 27 years in Congress to

focus on his personal life.

Lee, Dellums’ former chief of
staff, promised to push for a sol-
vent Social Security system and
good jobs and livable wages for
working men and women and to
protect abortion rights.

“I accept the challenge to con-
tinue to be a long-distance runner
for economic, social and political
justice,” she said in her remarks
to the House. Dellums listened
from the floor.

Mrs. Bonodefeated actor Ralph
Waite, patriarch of “The Waltons”
TV series, by winning 64 percent

ono during her mother's, Mary Bono, moc

of the vote in a special election
April 7. Waite has promised to
challenge her in the upcoming
election for a full two-year term
in the House.

Lee,meanwhile,captured 67 per-
centofthe vote inaspecial election,
also April 7. She also plans to run
for a full two-year term.

Bono and Lee — who boost the
number of women in the House to
55 — were swom in together by
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-
Ga., and embraced afterward.

Republicans control the House
227-205, with one independent.
Two vacancies remain,

Rep. Thomas Foglietta, D-Pa.,
resigned last year to become U.S.
ambassador to Italy and a special
election to choose his successor is
scheduled for May 19,

Rep. Steve Schiff, R-N.M.,
died of cancer last month. Vot-
ers will chose his replacement
in a June 23 special election.
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Yasser Arafat

Benjamin Netanyahu

By DAFNA LINZER
TEL AVIVY, Israel (AP) —
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said Tuesday he is
ready to meet with Palestinian
leader Yasser Aratat in London
once progress is made in explor-
atory talks with the Americans.

U.S. Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright is to hold
separate meetings May 4 in the
British capital with Netanyahu
and Arafat to discuss the scope of
an Israeli troop withdrawal in the
West Bank.

Arafat said Monday he wus
willing to meet with Netanyahu
after those talks, provided
Albright and British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blairalso participated.

Blair had breakfast with
Netanyahu on Tuesday, wrapping
up a three-day visit to Israel and
the Palestinianareas during which
he created the impression of new
momentum in the stalled talks
even though little actual progress
was made.

Atbright has summoned

Netanyahu and Arafat for separate
meetings in the past, each time
with expectations that those talks
would lead to a summit. Arafat and
Netanyahu last met in October.

Blair reiterated Tuesday that he
hoped to host both leaders in Lon-
don and try to make progress on
economic issues, such as the op-
eration of a Palestinian airport and
of an industrial park.

He said he did not want to com-
pete with the Americans, only to
complement their peace initiative.

The British would “do whatever
we can in whatever limited way to
supportthe Mideast peace process,”
he said after his breakfast meeting
with Netanyahu.

Britain holds the rotating presi-
dency of the European Union.

The Israeli leader said he was
ready in principle to meet with
Arafat in London. I have no ob-
jection to any kind of meeting, but
there has to be progress.” he said.

However, Netanyahu took some
steps that appeared to be aimed at
preventing progress. Israeli media

Netanyahu is ready to
meet Arafat in London

said he has asked a far-right op-
position party, Moledet, to join
the coalition. Moledet is
staunchly opposed to the peace
agreements withthe Palestinians.

Netanyahu also assured his
Cabinet ministers, according 1o
Isracl army radio, that during his
meeting with Albright he would
not make any decisions on the
scope of a West Bunk with-
drawal.

U.S. State Department spokes-
man James P. Rubin said Tues-
day that Albright expected
Netanyahu and Arafat to make
difficult decision in the May 4
meetings and that she was get-
ting impatient. “The time is run-
ning out for these hard decisions
to be made,” he said.

Rubin did not rule out that the
United States would withdraw
as Mideast mediator should the
May 4 talks end inconclusively.

The United States hasproposed
that Israel hand over 13.1 per-
cent of the West Bank in several
stages over 12 weeks, with each
pullback met by Palestinian se-
curity gestures.

Netanyahu has said he would
withdraw from no more than 9
percent, but Israeli officials sug-
gested Monday that Israel was
willingtoincrease the offerto 1|
percent.

Arafathas said he would “deal
positively™ with the U.S. initia-
tive, but has not given details.
The United States expects himto
take a number of security mea-
sures, such as disarming Islamic
militants,

EU under pressure to
resolve euro dispute

By PAUL AMES
LUXEMBOURG (AP) — ltaly
and Belgium faced pressure Tues-
day to formally commit them-
selves to balancing budgets and
lowering debt soon after they join
other European Union nations in
switching to a common currency
on Jan. I.

German Finance Minister Theo
Waigel is leading demands for
Italy and Belgium to allay fears
that their huge public debts could
undermine confidence in the new
currency, the euro.

Seniortreasury and central bank
officials from the 15 EU nations

to overall (budget) surpluses as
quickly as possible™ to help bring
their debt levels down “rapidly.”
Those proposals were expecied
to be endorsed at Tuesday's meet-
ing of EU finance ministers here.
The session was to finalize prepa-
rations for a May 2 summit which
will launch the euro by formally
selecting the nations that will join.
Aftermonths of doubts aboutthe
viability of the project, confidence
isnow running high that the eurois
firmly on track and will become
the common currency of 11 EU
nations on New Year's Day.
Britain, Sweden and Denmark

Czech leader Havel
undergoes surgery

VIENNA, Austria (AP) — Czech
President Vaclav Havel underwent
another abdominal operation late
Monday after a small abscess devel-
oped in his ubdominal wall, his doc-
tors said Tuesday.

The president’s life was not in im-
mediate danger, doctors said after his
second abdominal surgery in seven
days. Butitwasn’timmediately clear
whether the operation was a major
setback in Havel's recovery.

The abscess _ a small festering
inflammation _ had to be opened
during the surgery, the Austria Press
Agency quoted Havel's doctors at
University ClinicinInnsbruckassay-
ing.

OnMonday doctors in Prague hud
described his condition us “serious
but not critical™ and said they hoped
to gradually take him off the respira-
tor over a two-day period.

The 61-ycur-old Havel, who hus
been chronically ill in recent years,
was 1ushed to a surgical ward last
Tuesday from a nearby Alps resort
where he was vacationing after doc-
tors diagnosed a ruptared colon and
acule peritonitis.

He remains on a respirator and is
kept under sedation after periodic
bronchoscopies _ a procedure that
used a tube 1o clear phlegm from his
right lung _ since Saturday. Havel

Vaclav Havel

lost one-third of the lung to cancerin
December 1996.

Havel's temperature was high
Tuesday as a result of Monday’s
surgery, Martin Krafl from the
president’s office said in Innsbruck.

Austrian doctors have expressed
frustration with Havel’s unwilling-
ness 1o rest in the hospital, criticizing
him last week for constantly talking
on the phone to keep in touch with
events at home.

In o message last week., the presi-
dent said he was “angry at my body
for bothering me with illnesses so
often.”

But Czechs remain hopetul he can
still recover fast enough to help par-
ticipate in political brokering ussoci-
ated with June parliamentary elec-
tions.

adopted a draft plan late Monday ~ want to stay outside the euro bloc.
under which the high-debt na-  Greece has not met the economic
tions would “commit themselves  conditions for joining.

. : z

!

fhe e

An Israeli prison authority guard denies access to actress Susannah
York, left, into the Shakma Prison in Ashkelon, southern Israel Sunday.
York arrived in the hope of visiting jailed Israeli nuclear-spy Mordechais
Vanunu and securing his release. ap
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Warranties and Covenants. All propenty listed
for sale in this Notice will be sold in its current
condition, and at its current location. The sale will
be held without any warranties or covenants
whatsoever, whether express or implied, including
but not limited to warrantics of title,
merchantability, andor fitness for any purpose
whatsoever, all of which warranties and covenanis
are hereby expressly dischimed. Neither the
undersigned nor the Plaintilt may give any
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property listed for sale in this Notice. Neither the
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orany other remedy on account thereol.

4. Resenve, The reserve price on the propeny
offered for sale is $30.000.00. No bids will be
accepted below that figure,

b. Rights and duties of auctioneer. Consistent
with the laws, customs, and usages of the
Commonwezlth of the Northern Mariana Islands

being asked why the program has no
money when govemment officials

“We're trying our best, please be
understanding,” Tenorio said.

“1 myself use and drive my own
car,” he added.

“Iknow your concern and we will
address it.”

Some students also complained
that CNMI residents enrolled in the
mainland US get more financial as-
sistance.

Not all of students and faculty
members seemed impressed with

(R-Rota), House Ways and Means
Committee Chair Karl T. Reyes
(R-Prec. 1, Saipan) and Senate
Health, Education and Welfare
Committee Chair Ricardo S.
Atalig (R-Rota).

An NMC official was "making
faces™ while the governor was
talking about the need for “‘'under-
standing.”

towards the people whoprepare, serve,
clean, order, receive, and distribute

build together an Industry in which
we all can be proud of.”

Continued from page 8

contributing his salary as a legis-
lator to the program.

Through Joeten Motors, a local
Ford dealership, he is using his

raffled off.

The proceeds will be used to
find meaningful employment
for the disabled, and aid in
funding other community
projects.

Continued from page 10

Teno . . .
Continued from page 1

The master plan, Tenorio said,
would also include details about
how the CIP money would be

prioritized.

But first, he said, the Legisla-
ture will have to identify suffi-
cient local funds to match the CIP
grants in accordance with the for-
mula stipulated in the grant.

power of Japanese tourists,” the re-
port then said.

The report also wamed that the
Korean economy faced the prospect
of a slowdown.

It cited the predictions of some
credible analysts that the Korean

the CNMI will find it more important
than evertobe able tocompete onthe
basis of cost,” the report said.

The economic turmoil, which
spread from Thailand in July to other
Asian countries with Indonesia and
Korea the most affected, has taken a
toll on the CNMI, which has suffered
from double-digit declines in tourist
arrivals.

Tomokane said that not only the

01 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$600.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

Contact: MIN ENTERPRISES, INC. Tel.
234-3300(4/23)Th26146

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Salary:$5.00
per hour

Contact: DUK-SOO DEVELOPMENT
Tel. 234-3300(4/23)Th26144

01 ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:$6.50 per hour

Contact: MARIANAS ELECTRONICS
COMPUTER SYSTEMS dba Marianas
Electronics  Tel.  234-5424(4/
23)Th26143

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$6.80 per hour
Contact: HATAMATA INTERNATIONAL,
INC. dba Dolce Hair Mode Salon Tel.
233-2338(4/23)Th26142

01 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

ary:$1,100.00 per month
Plus $350.00 housing allowance
(monthly)

4.00 per hour

Aliowance: Gasoline Allow: $50.00 &
housing allow: $110 per month taxable
01 AUTO PAINTER-Salary:$5.00-6.00
per hour

Allowance: $50.00 gasoline allow: per
month taxable.

02 TOUR GUIDE-Salary:$5.00-7.50 per
hour

Allowance: $50.00 gasoline allowance
per month taxable

Contact: STS ENTERPRISES, INC. Tel.
235-3760(5/7)Th26273

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05-
3.85 per hour

01 AUTO BODY REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.80 per hour

01 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,450.00 per month

01 INSTRUCTOR-Salary:$1,250.00-
4,050.00 per month

Contact: TASI TOURS & TRANSPOR-

TION dba Smile Saipan Dental Clinic
Tel. 235-3720(5/7)Th71910

dba Mendez Iron Works Tel. 288-
1251(5/7)Th26291

01 DENTAL ASSISTANT-Salary:53.50-
8.00 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CLINIC dba Family Den-
tistry/Optical Clinic Tel. 234-6008(5/
7)Th26290

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,600.00 per month

Contact: PEDROA. TENORIO dba Pete
A. Tenorio & Assoc. Tel. 234-8555(5/
7)Th26289

01 DIVISION MANAGER, FOOD &
BEVERAGE-Salary:52,500.00-
$5,150.00 per month

01 RECREATION FACILITY ATTEN-
DANT-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

01 CLEANER HOUSEKEEPING-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

Marie Ngirchongor to Jennifer
Marie Ngirchongor Williams,
FCD-CN- Civil Action No. 98-0137

NOTICE OF HEARING

Dated: June 11, 1998
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Judge: Virginia Sablan Onerheim

You are hereby notified that a verified
petition was filed in the above-cntitled
court for an order changing the name
of Jennifer Marie Ngirchongor to
Jennifer Marie Ngirchongor Williams,
in the Superior Court, Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Istands.

A hearing of the above-entitled matter
will be held at the Superior Court on
June 11, 1998 at 8:30 a.m. or as soon

USED GARS RUSH SALES

1990 Toyota Corolla AT, AC $3,500

Please Contact Rudy at Tel. 235-1242

APARTMENT FOR RENT

‘Two Bedroom, One Comfort Room, 24 Hrs.
Water, Fully Furnished, Back-Up
Generator, One Aircon 19,000 BTU

Contact: HAUYUN LTDJJANLOR
Tel. 322-3793/94 Greg or Rudy

NEW RESTAURANT
NOW HIRING

Hiring all positions, waiters, waitress,
cooks, kitchen help, bartenders.

Applicants must apoly in person, Moaday,
April 27, 1998. One day only, at Saipan's
Gold Beach Hotel from 7:30 am to 10:00 am.
Absolutely no phone calls. l

governing auctions sales, the undersigned shall [ : teie : : 3 " 3 .
have the following rights and dutics in conducting economy may be in fOY a CnS.lS. CNMI but also its nelghbors includ 01 ACCOUNTANT Salary.S1 ,000.00 TATION INC. Tel. 235-9373(5/ Contact: HOTEL NIKKO SAIPAN Tel. thereafter as counsel can be heard. Aﬂy

l_huxluclipn .\}'{k‘.‘ g“.m “,“hdm“, the propeny “5((}'(} H@py IST Blkﬁaay The I‘epOIt also saw the erosion of mng Guam and Hong Kong has been FC);EY l;nof:thBLT AMUSEMENT dba F 7)Th71907 322-3311(5/7)Th26286 objecu'ons 10 the chanee of name of

for sale in this Notice before sale o before 2 bid the wonagainst the dollarand warned affected by the crisis. ontact: a Fun - — Jennifer Marie Neirchoneor (o Jennif

for such property is accepled: 12) 0 adjourn the L . ; Zone Tel. 322-4577(4/23)Th26141 01 SALES SUPERVISOR-Sal- 01 MASON-Salary:53.05 per hour ennifer Marie Ngirchongor to Jennifer um n' Smck Sa‘e!
sale without noice st any time before any specilic about the possibility of the Korean Despite the wamings, the CNMI ary:$1,400.00-1,800.00 per month 02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour Marie Ngirchongor Williams should be

property 18 struck off, without incurring any
linbility whatsoever thereby; and (3) o reject, on
behall of the seller, any or all bids, for any reason.
¢ Bids, Bids may be submitted in advance
for any or all of the property listed in this Notice.
The tighest of such bids will automatically be
considered the opening bid for the item. Advance
bids may be submitted only in writing, signed by
the bidder. and delivered to the Taw offices of
White, P iman & Nutting, Joeten Center,
Susupe, wrthern Mazana shnds, The
onon-deliveny, e

Wy ARy person.

subnitled an

Jdo Disputes. U 7
iy property listed s Noti
as o any bid thereon.
Enforcement of Auction Sule,

a. Deposit, Every successtul bidder shall pay
to the undersigned & deposit of ten percent {104 )
of the purchase price immediately atter the sale is
consummated. Payment shall be in cash by
centified check. The balance must be paid to the
Plaintit?, in care of White, Pierce, Muilman &
Nutung, withinthree (3 duys fromthe date of sale,
in cash or by certified check. If the balance is not
so patd, Plaintift will retuin the deposit as
liguidated damayes, and will again offer the
propeny tor sale

b, Memorandum ot Sule. 1f requested by the
urdenigned, esery successful bdder must sten
Memorandum ol Sule. immediately atter the sale
shany propenty 1s struck oft wtauction.

¢ Count Approval Required, Every sale is

subject 1o approval by the Count. The uuctioneer
Mihes HO WATantics or promises wilh respect to
courtapproval of the Sule, including but not limited
1o the time in which such approvat may be granted.
No delay in the granting of coun approval shall
be ground for any claim, adjustment or rescission
by any suceessful bidder. The successful bidder
will be promptly notified if and when court
approvul s granted.

d. Removal or Storage of Persongt Propenty.,
The successtul bidder shall have one (1) working
dary after court approval of the sale W remos ¢ amy
personai property purcitovd from the plice of sale,
Atlter the expiration of' this 24-hour period, the
suceessiul brdder shadl bear the entire nsk of Tosy
ot or damage 1o sucti properts, and sl be lible

spule arises

Change ot Termn anid Condiions The undersizned
and the Plainuft reserve the right to change any of
the tenns hereot by announcement, written or oral,
made betore the auction sale or at the
commencement thereof, and such change or
changes, by virtue of this clause, shall be binding
on ull bidders by constructive notice,
DATED, this [ 7th day of April, 1998.

/s/JOHN B. JOYNER, Auctioneer

0000900006000 COROGIOCOIECGECEOSOIQRROOOOD

Prince A.

FACTOR

Greetings from:
Karla, Louie, Sheen, Ivy,
Sheena Mae & Kevin

governmentrestricting overseastravel
to prevent further drain of capital.

The report suggested how the
CNMI could react to the economic
eventsof JapanandKorea, from where
85 percent of visitors to the CNMI
come from.

“*Slowed growth and a strong dol-
lar will both put a lid on the demand
for dollar-priced travel. Therefore,

was caught flat-footed.

“I'm sure that what the Saipan
industry is doing is not different from
what the other countries are doing in
reacting hastily to address the situa-
tion,” Tomokane said.

The industry, led by the hoteliers,
have taken the initiative to launch a
Visitthe Marianas Year campaign in
1999inresponse tothe arrivals slump.

(Chinese National

LOST PASSPORT

The passport of ZHENG, JINSHU
)l )

was stolen.
If found, please notify the owner.
Telephone # 235-8775.

FOR

ROOMY 4-BEDROOM, SEMI-CONCRETE HOUSE.

WALL-TO-WALL GARPET, FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED SPACIOUS
LIVING ROOM, LARGE KITCHEN WITH DESIGNER CABINETS, AND
3 FULL BATHROOMS. ALL ROOMS FULLY FURNISHED INCLUDING
WASHER AND GAS DRYER. 24 HRS. SPRING WATER, QUIET

"MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE”
$1,500/MONTH (NEGOTIABLE)
LOCATION: CAPITOL HiLL

Call: 234-7666/8779

RENT

RP...

Continued from page 10

prostitution, abortion and other hu-
man rights abuses, as far as Filipino
workers are concemed.

A report from the Department of
Commerce has indicated that Filipi-
nos have remained the largest ethnic
group in the Northern Mariana Is-
lands” labor force.

The 1995 survey made by the

DOC’s Central Statistics Division
noted that close to 20,000 Filipino
contract workers are now on the is-
land, comprising a big bulk, or half of
the total CNMI labor force.

Majority, or at least 28 percent, of
the Filipino workers in the Marianas
are in the personal entertainment and
recreation industry; 20 percent are in
the mining and construction sector;
and20anotherpercentare inthe retail
industry.

District . . .

Continued from page 10

The defendants in the case are the
members of the Board of Elections
and Elections Executive DirectorJuan
M. Diaz.

Under the scheduling order,
Rayphand and Tones have until to-
day to amend their motion for sum-
mary judgment,

file their motion. Opposition should

Don't Drink & Drive

be filed by May 1.
Munson said parties other than the
plaintiffs may file their opposition to

the plaintiffs’ summary judgment

motion by June 26.

Munson asked the intervenor-de-
fendants or amici not to duplicate
argumentsintheirrespective submis-
sions.

He said the plaintiffs’ oppositionto
any motions filed should be with the

opposition by Aug. 14.

" Call Service Tel,

01 STORE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00 per month

Contact: BONG ENTERPRISES, INC.
dba Esther Fashion Tel. 234-1899(4/
23)Th26140

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.40 per hour

Contact: SUSANA T. MAFNAS dba One
235-5121(4/
23)Th26150

03 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: ANA LIZA S. MAFNAS dba Is-
land Yard & Janitorial Serv. Tel. 234-
2697(4/23)Th26151

01 ASSISTANT PURCHASING MAN-
AGER-Salary:$700.00-1,300.00 per
month

01 ASST. RESTAURANT MANAGER-
Salary:$700.00-1,300.00 per month

01 WAITRESS, REST.-Salary:53.05 per
hour

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.30 per
hour

Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP-
MENT, INC. dba Saipan Grand Hotel
Tel. 234-6601(4/23)Th71680

01 SHOP SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:5800.00-2,500.00 per month

Assist sales manager in providing di-
rection and motivation to department
personnel to work towards accomplish-
ments of department objectives. Assists
in maximizing sales and improving prof-
its through control of operating ex-
penses, sales, payroll, overtime and
PCNs. Japanese skills required.
$425.00 housing allowance per month
Contact: DFS SAIPAN LTD. Tel. 234-
6615(4/30)Th71769

03 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.17 per hour

6412(4/30)Th71773

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASST.-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.25 per hour

Contact: JUAN B. & FRANCES P.
ROBERTO dba PC Auto Clinic Tel. 235-
0252(5/7)Th26267

AE. AR AR

Contact: LOUIS VUITTON, INC. dba
Louis Vuitton Saipan, Inc. Tel. 233-
0637(5/7)Th26271

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.25-4.25 per hour

Contact: MINA DE SAIPAN, INC. dba
Salt & Pepper Rest. Tel. 322-3377(5/
7)Th26272

02 HOLLOW BLOCK MAKER-Sal-
ary:53.05-3.25 per hour

03 PLUMBER-Salary:S3.05-3.50 per
hour

02 STEEL WORKER-Salary:$3.05-3.85
per hour

01 CRUSHER OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.25 per hour

05 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:53.05-4.55 per hour

01 AUTO PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.20
per hour

01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.15 per
hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:53.05-3.85 per hour

02 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:S3.05-3.85
per hour

06 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
09 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-4.55 per
hour

Contact: CONSTRUCTION AND MATE-
RIAL SUPPLY, INC. dba CMS Te!. 234-
6136(5/7)Th71819

01 SUPERVISOR FINISHING SEC-
TION-Salary:$3.05-11.00 per hour

02 SUPERVISOR PRODUCTION-Sal-
ary:57.50-13.50 per hour

02 MARKER-Salary:$3.05-3.65 per
hour

01 SUPERVISOR, CUTTING SEC-
TION-Salary:$6.00-11.80 per hour

05 CUTTER, MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.35 per hour

04 COOK-Salary:$3.05-3.35 per hour
06 GARMENT INSPECTOR-Sal-

tor allexpenses of canng Tor and or stunng such NHGHBORHBUD. 3)21'111('3% %Cklng o ]n[crv‘_:ne or up- court by .]Uly 24 (md l‘cplies‘ to thS . Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR- ary8305-335 per hour
propery pearas amici have also until today to ) ‘ ! PORATION dba Dai-lchi Hotel Tel. 234- 50 SEWING, MACHINE OPERATOR-

Salary:$3.05-3.35 per hour
07 PRESSER, MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.35 per hour
Contact: UNO MODA CORPORATION
Tel. 234-1861(5/7)Th71912

01 PARALEGAL-Salary:$1,600.00-
2,500.00 per month

Contact: O'CONNOR BERMAN DOTTS
& BANES Tel. 234-5684(4/30)Th71773

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: MR. BIDENCIO C. AMADO
dba ABC Ent. Tel. 256-0221(5/
7)Th26285

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.75-5.75
per hour

Contact: PACIFIC SECURITY ALARM,
INC. Tel. 234-5626(5/7)Th26284

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$820.00
per month

01 SALES PERSON-Salary:$3.80 per
hour .
Contact: SALA INTERNATIONAL
SAIPAN CO., LTD. dba Sala Crystal Tel.
322-8126(5/7)Th26282

filed in writing with the Clerk of Court.
Dated this 20th day of April, 1998.

/s/Deputy Clerk of Court

Brand name Swimwear
Two piece set, assorted prints & sizes
Low, low prices. Contact; 233-4274

Terro Gorp. Distributor

(Last Day Sale - Sunday, April 26, 1998)
Household Furnitures & Office Furnitures
Ceramic Tiles, Marhle Face Sink, Bathroom Gahinet w/ 3 ways mirpor, 20 feet
Container, Dryer, Refrigerator, Stereo Set: CD Player, Radio, Cassette, Speakers
and Case, Jewelry & Jewelry Cases 1989 Nissan Pickup Truck.

Location: Right across Mt. Carmel Church
Cornep of Beach Rd. and Sugar Dock Rd.

Tel. 235-3976

01 TOUR COUNSELOR-Salary:56.17

* per hour

Contact: NIPPON TRAVEL AGENCY
MICRONESIA, INC. dba Mach Tour Tel.
234-9309(5/7)Th26281

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: LUIS P. & MARIA S,
CRISOSTOMO dba APC Company
Limited Tel. 235-5847(5/7)Th26279

01 SHEET METAL WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.15-3.25 per hour

01 MASON-Salary:$3.20-3.50 per hour
01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$950.00-
1,100.00 per month

Contact: TANO GROUP, INC. Tel. 235-
6652(5/7)Th71928

FOR SALE

San Anlonio, Near Beach Area, 1004 sqm’

(55 years lease), Unfinished Apartment
Building; Concrete Structure Only. (480
sgm) ' Priced.To Sell $80,000 ~~

Pls. Call 322-2312, 6363, 235-0235, 0508

The Passport of ZHANG, SHENG
QUAN (Chinese National) [}
I /os stolen.

If found, please notify the owner.
Telephone No. 235-8775

2wy 73, TR YTy

APARTMENT, SHOP FOR RENT

NEW IN TANAPAG MAIN ROAD SIDE
2 Bedroom  $750/mo. 2 unit
Studio 5400, $500/mo. 2 unit
Shop/Restaurant, Club, Laundry, Elc.
639 sqf - 1130 sqf
Pls. call: 322-2312, 6363, 235-0235, 0508

&

With computer background preferred.
Salary commensurate with qualifications.

;@: c§olden dobster

/ Restaurant

MEDIATELY OPENING
ACCOUNTANT

Mus! be College Graduate or equivalent, with 2 years experience. .
Must be able to work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day, including weekends & holidays as scheduled.

Apply in person al the 2nd Floor BASIC CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY Building, Beach Road. Chalan Laulau, Saipan.
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EEK & MEEK® by

THE NEW HEAD OF MEDICARE
COMPLAINS THAT A LOT OF MOVEY
1S WASTED ON ACHES AND PAINS
THAT TURN QUT TO BE AOTHING

THIS YEAR I RESOLVE TO
SLEEP NO MORE THAN
EIGHT HOURS A PAW/

Feature Syndicate, inc

80 LET'S SEE...EIGHT HOURS A
DAY TIMES 305, DIVIDED BY
2%...15...121 AND 2/3 DAYS!

T SROOLD B
OBUICLS...

Howie Schneider

THEY NEED AN
OLD PERSOV O HEAD
UP MEDICARE

© 1998 by NEA. Inc

GOING TO BED? K YUP. WAKE ME

ON MAY THIRP

=]
o
o
4
[©]

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz

’ WERE GOING\ AND WE'LL

T0 CALL

MICKEY

MOUSE ON

THE PHONE?

OKAY,IT5
YOUR IDEA..
YOoU TALK

___www nfisdmed.a com
\}

HAVE YOU EVER
TALKED ON A
PHONE BEFORE?

‘ouj ‘8}BIIPUAS @IMEOY PRLIUN 8661 O

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

THURSDAY
BORN toduayv. vou are always
one to espouse the most fuir
and accommodating methods
in vour life andin your work.
and vou insiston treating oth-
ers in the manner in which
vou wishtobe treated by them,
[n this sense. yvou scem to be
the very personification of the
colden rule -— though there
are times when you muy ship
into a mode of behuviorwhich
is not exactly an example of
proper etiquette! Still, for the
most part you strive to uphold
the kinds of ideals and prin-
ciples that can enuble every-
one o live and work beter

together.

You cun be quite fiery when
vou wishto beand when vour
cmotions come to the surface

vou must be careful that some-
one isn’t scorched by the heat
of vour passions. When you
are in one of your feeling
moods. you muststrive Lo treat
other people with extra care
und consideration.

To see what is in store for
vou tomorrow, find vour birth-
day and read the correspond-
ing paragraph. Let your birth-
day star be your daily guide.

FRIDAY, APR. 24

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — You may have to
check things out with greater
care than usual today before
making a final decision that
you cannot ultimately reverse.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — You may find yourself
racing against the clock to-
dayv. butif you get a fast start
you should be able to tuke and
maintain the lead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — You have a vested in-
terest in someone else’s suc-
cess at this time. You must do
everything you can to see that
he or she comes through.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — You may be expecting
something of a setback today.
but the factis that after a tem-
porary slowdown you may be
doing better thun ever before.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — Rexsist the temptation
to look buack today. Focus on
the things you have chosen to
do today — one uat a time.
Concentrate on immediate
goals.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You may have to sort out
the various reasons why you
are doing what you are doing
at this time. Be prepared to
explain yourself to a loved
one.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — You may have to en-
gage the services of a stand-in
toduy. as you may not be pre-
pared to face a certain chal-
lenge that lies in store.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
There are always going to be
those who disagree with your
methods, but you must strive
to impress even them with the
way things turn out.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— You have a chance to re-
peata pastsuccesstoday. This
time, it's important that you
go about it in a wholly new,
more grown-up fashion!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
— A promise comes o you
from someone who can make a
big difference to you and a pet
project in the near future. Accept
any help that is offered.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — Itis a good day to re-
establish connections with those
who have been on the outskirts of
your life during the past few
weceks or months.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — You mustn’t mis-
take a hasty attempt for one thatis
swift but careful. Chances are,
any mistakes you make today will
be remembered.

Copyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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HERE'S AN 'EYE SPY “FOR YOU TO
SPY. THE MAP SHOWS THE STREET
CORNERS WHERE FOUR SECRET
AGENTS ARE STANDING. A SPY 15
HIDING AT ONE OF THE NUMBERED
CROSSINGS WIHERE HE CANNOT BE
SEEN BY ANY OF THE AGENTS, AT
WLICH CROSSING 15 HE STANDING &

by Dick Rogers

© 1998 United Foature Syndicate, Inc ’/Yb
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) ACADEMY AWARD
INOMINATIONS

BEST ACTOR » Matt Damon

ROBIN WILLIAMS

BEST PICTURE

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS « Minnie Driver ~ BEST DIRECTOR » Gus Van Sant
BEST ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY * Ben Affleck & Matt Damon

GOOD WILL HUNTING

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR * Robin Williams

MATT DAMON

A" 4
BEN AFFLECK MINNIE DRIVER  STELLAN SKARSGARD

EMBVIE HBUSE

. Tuu 7:00 @ FrI 7:00-9:45
SAT 4:15-7:00-9:45 @ SUN 4:15-7:00

LA

I
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PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Lust-
minute replacement Dmiut Young
had atwo-runsingle as the Cincinnati
Reds beat Curt Schilling and handed
the Philadelphia Phillies their sixth
straight loss 6-3 Tuesday.

Young filled in for centerticlder
Regaie Sanders, who fell down the
dugout steps during batting practice
and injured his right ankle.

Schilling (2-2) allowed three tuns
on seven hits in seven innings. He
walked one and struck out 11, boost-
ing his NL-leading total to 52.

Brett Tomko (3-1) allowed three
runs and cight hits in 7 1-3 innings,

National League roundup

Reds defeat Phillies

and Jeft Shaw pitched 1 2-3 innings
for his sixth save.
Giants 6, Pirates 3

In Piusburgh. Bary Bonds and
Brent Mayne homered off winless
JonLieberasSan Franciscoextended
Pittsburgh’s losing streak 10 seven
Lmes, Until Bonds' solo shot
in the third wd Mayne’s two-run
drive in the fifth, the Giants had an
NL-low cight homers in 18 games.

Mark Gardner (2-1) limited the
Piratestossix hits in his firstcomplete
gamesince Aug. 8andhadtwosingles
himsell as the Giants broke a four-
game losing streak.
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Bonds, who batted only .143 with
one RBI ast season in Thiee Rivers
Stadium, was only 1-for-19 hifetime
against Licber (0-3) untit he led off
the third with a drive into the center
field scats.

Brewers 5, Dodgers 2

InMilwaukee,JohnJahahitagrand
slam and Jeft Juden pitched
Milwaukee's frst complete game of
the season as the Brewers won their
fifth straight.

Juden (3-1) allowed two runs on
nine hits, struck out six and walked
one. Therunscame onabases-loaded
wild pitch and a solo homer by Mike

Piuzza in the eighth.

Dodgersstarter Ramon Martinez
(2-2)yallowed five runs on four hits
insix innings. Jaha's second
homer of the season put Milwau-
kee in front 5-1 in the fifth inning.
With one out, Jessie Levis was hit
by apitch, pitcherJeffJudensingled
and Fermando Vina walked o load
the bases. After Jeff Cirillo struck
out, Jaha sliced the first pitch over
the wall in the right-field corner.

Astros 6, Mets ()

In New York, Mike Hampton
became the first four-game winner
in the major leagues, pitching a

seven-hittertoleadthe Houston Astros
over the New York Mets.

Hampton (4-0) got his fourth ca-
reershutoutand 10thcomplete game,
He stuck out eight and walked one,
winning his fourth consecutive start
following a no-decision in his first
outing. He has won 16 of his last 19
decisions since June 27.

Moises Alou hit his fourth home
run of the scason and Brad Ausmus
hit his first for Houston,

Rick Reed (1-2) dropped to (-3
against Houston in his career, allow-
ing all four runs and 10 hits in cight
innings.

DPS. ..

Continued from page 6

Niclsen however said there is, so
far, not enough data to suggest
anything touphold the allegations.

Niclsenis forming partof a task
force that is being created o in-

vestigate the previous
administration’s huge overtime
expenses.

“I'do not know what is happen-
ing. Is it abuse ? Or is it because
we really need more personnel ?
Or was it caused by unforeseen
events?” she raised. “We need to

address this.”

Nielsen said she is “hopeful”
the task force can establish if there
were irregularities.

She noted that both private and
public sectors are now experienc-
mg financial constraints requir-
ing bett-tightening measures thus
the need for a thorough probe on
the previous administration’s
spending habits,

Nielsen, inan earlier interview,
said DPS’ overtime expenses was
“‘the one that really glared at us.”

She did not discount the possi-
bility though that DPS’ $6 mil-
lion overtime expenses last year

could have been spent during
emergency situations caused by
the three supertyphoons that hit
the islands.

Still, she said the amount spent
by the previous administration in
overtime appears to be like "it’s
really not reasonable.”

Nielsen, in her recent confir-
mation hearing, has said the pre-
vious government “‘spent $17
million over and above its rev-
enue.”

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio has
implemented austerity measures
thatinclude disallowing overtime
work.

Foreign . . .

Continued from page 1

that the units may have been those
of countries with which the US
has defense pacts or which the US
is holding joint military exercises
with.

[ was told that these non-US
military units are bringing in air-

craft and equipment into our ar-
eas. [am justvery concerned about
problems that may arise,” said
Babauta.

Babauta said that the entry of

such equipment and other mili-
tary paraphernalia increases the
likelihood of “alien species,” like
the brown tree snake, being intro-
duced.

“This is especially troubling on
Tinian, where large residential

areas may get affected. But there
is also concern in FDM consider-
ing that military units are bring-
ing in junk cars which they use as
firing targets,” said Babauta.

Babauta added that if appropri-
ate, he would bring the issue up in
Section 902 consultations.

He said he will soon be taking
up the matter with Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio and the Legislature for
appropriate action.

Women’s . ..

Continued from page 1

Women’s Associations Confer-
ence, which began with a wel-
come dinner last night at the Gov-
ermment House here.

Atthe United Nations women’s
conference in Beijing a few years
ago, some 10 themes were identi-
fiedaskey totheroles thatwomen
play in today's world, according
to Dr. Rebecca Stephenson, u
Guam member helping organize
the conference.

She said four of these were cho-

sen to .be highlighted at this
FAWA gathering: Advancement
of Women, Violence Against
Women, Decision-making and
Women'’s Rights.

This year’s theme is “Women:
Bridges for a Better Tomorrow.”
Today’s keynote address will be
made by Madame Fang Yui Lien,
wife of the vice president of the
Republic of China. Stephenson
called Taiwan, or ROC, the “spiri-
twal home™ of FAWA. “The
women there we the most influ-
ential,” she suid.

Workshops on Violence and
Women’s Rights will fill the af-

ternoon hours.

Activities tomorrow will in-
clude delivery of reports by mem-
ber countries and workshops on
Advancement of Wonien and
Decision-making.

On Saturday, conference par-
ticipants will adopt final reports
and resolutions, and install new
board members. Thatevening, the
women will congregate fora fare-
well dinner.

OnSunday, aninterdenominational
service and memorial will be con-
ductedinthe Hilton’schapel at8a.m.,
and then participants will go on an
optional island tour.

Wins.. ..

Continued from page 24

winner since it took Nick Price
until May 30 to win the Colonial
in 1994.

The last 14 majors _ the Mas-
ters, U.S. Open, British Open and
PGA Championship _ were won
by 14 different people. The last
repeat winner was Price, who won
the British Open and the PGA in
1994.

Over the last 52 weeks, the 44
PGA Tourevents were won by 30
different people and 91 players
managed a top-three finish.

Fornearly a year, Tiger Woods
and Ernie Els have been virtually

tied for No. 1 in the World Golf
Rankings.

And over the last year, names
like Justin Leonard, David Duval
and Davis Love III have been
creeping up those rankings, push-
ing aside such longtime stalwarts
as Greg Norman, Nick Faldo and
Jumbo Ozaki.

A sporting world that loves a
good old-fashioned rivalry wants
thatrivalry tobe Woods against Some-
body. Butit’s a lot more complicated
than that _ and a lot more interesting
than that.

T don’t think there is a rivalry
between Emic and I because you just
can’t forget Phil, you can’t forget
David, you can’t forget Justin or

Davis,” Woods said. “There are a fot
of good players now and they keep
coming up.” There are a ton of
ways todetermine whois bestand the
funof rying todoiit is that there is no
conclusive way to arrive at an-an-
swer.

By victories, Duval has been the
best the last 52 weeks, winning four
times. Leonard, Love and Els won
three times, while Woods, Norman,
PhilMickelson, Vijay Singhand Mark
Calcavecchia had two victories.

Based on top-three finishes the
last year, Duval, Woods and
Leonard are first with six while
Norman and Love had five and Els,
Mickelson and Jeff Maggert had
four each.

Jazz ...

Continued from page 24

that roster and you'll see they're a
very good team,” Utah coach Jerry
Sloan said. *“They've got the players
to contend for a championship.”

Severalof those players—Hakeem
Olajuwon, Clyde Drexler,MarioElie
— know what it takes to win a title.
The Rockets are the only team other
than the Chicago Bulls to win an
National Basketball Association
crown since 1991.

Butthe Rocketshave beenravaged

by injuries and indifferent perfor-
mances all season. While the Jazz
finished with the league’s best mark
(along withthe Bulls at62-20), Hous-
ton lost nine of its last 13 games and
hasn’t beaten a team with a winning
record since March 25.

“They were the champions just a
couple of seasons ago, and that (aura)
isn't something that you lose,” Jazz
guard Jeff Homacek said. “We had a
really good regularseason, butevery-
thing starts over right now. We
knocked Houston out last year, so
they've got even more incentive to
come after us this year.”

Courter. ..

Continued from page 24

*“The third set turned into a dog-
fight,” said Chang, 26. “He was serv-
ing really well and I was serving well,
and in a tiebreaker just a few points
can swing things. I was hoping he
would geta little bit tight and give me
afew freebies, but he really didn't let
upuntil the tiebreaker. ThenIthink he
did get kind of tight.”

Delgado, ranked 1 04thinthe world,
said his collapse was more a failure of
tactics than nerve.

“Ithink Itook too many chances in
the tiebreak,” he said. *'I was risking
more than I did during the rest of the
match.”

Until the tiebreaker, Delgado had
served and volleyed well, registering
12 aces, asurprisingly high figure on
a slow surface against one of the
game’s fastest players.

The victory improved Chang's

1998 matchrecordto 10-5, The former
French Open champion has seen his
ranking fall to 12th in the world after
finishing last year at third.

Courter, playing his first match
since a five-set victory over Russia’s
Marat Safin clinched a memorable
Davis Cup series earlier this month,
needed only 59 minutes to advance.
Spadea, seeded fourth, was upset by
Australia’s Andrew llie 6-4, 6-2 and
Black, seeded sixth, was ousted by
20-year-old American Jan-Michael
Gambill 7-6 (7-5), 6-2.

Red. ..

the Cleveland Indians overcame an
error-plagued four-run inning to beat
the Chicago White Sox.

Albert Belle, returning to the park
where he flipped an obscene gesture
to abusive fans last season, went 1-
for-3 with two walks. Belle, batting
177, was showered with boos but
only minimal debiis.

Kenny Lofton, who teamed with
Belle to lead the Indians to their first
World Seriesin4! yewsin 1995, was
back in the lineup a day after being
carted off the field with an injury in
Boston.

Cleveland starterChad Ogeacame
oft the disabled list to make his first
start of the season. The Indians builta
7-0 lead against James Baldwin (2-
2), but Ogea didn’t make it out of the
fifth.

Yankees 5, Blue Jays 3, 0innings

InToronto, Bernie Williams tripled
home the go-ahead run in the 10th
inning and the New York Yankees

defeated the Toronto Blue Jays for
their 10th victory in 11 games.

The Yankees, coming off a 3-2
victory in 11 innings Monday at
SkyDome. have won five straight
against Toronto.

Tino Muurtinez, whose two-run
single put the Yankees ahead 3-1 in
the seventh, led off the 10th by reach-
ing on first baseman Felipe Crespo’s
error. Williams followed with awiple
off Dan Plesac (0-2) over the head of
center fielder Jose Cruz Jr. fora 4-3
lead.

Pinch-hitter Tim Raines' sacrifice
fly added an insurance run. Williams
went 3-for-4.

Mike Stanton (1-0) pitched two
perfect innings for the win. The Yan-
kees are 8-0 in games which Stanton
has pitched.

Rangers 4, Devil Rays 0

In Arlington, Texas, Aaron Sele
keptup his surprising stat, pitching a
four-hitter and striking out 10 in his
second shutout of the scason.

Sele (4-0) became the tirst Rangers
starter to begin his Texas carcer with
four consecutive victories,




Y .

A trio of skysurfing daredevils hit the airwaves over Surfers Paradise
Beach on the Gold Coast of Queensland Saturday. The trio are part of
The Extreme Games now being held on the coast. ap

Courier advances at
US Clay Court meet SSA Co-ed softball slated
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ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — Defending champion Michael Chang
overcame a spirited challenge from Paraguay’s Ramon Delgado on
Tuesday and struggled into the second round of the U.S. Men’s Clay Court
Championships.

" Earlier in the day, third-seeded Jim Courier beat wild-card qualifier
Geoff:Grant 6-1, 6-2, avoiding the first-round upsets that sidelined Vince
Spadea and Wayne Black at Disney’s Wide World of Sports Complex
outside Orlando.

Chang, who is coming back from a partial cartilage tear in his left knee
suffered less than two months ago, was pushed to the limit before taming
the 21-year-old Delgado 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (7-1).

Delgado, Paraguay's No. 1 one player, matched Chang shot for shot for
nearly two hours before abruptly disintegrating in the climactic tiebreaker.

With the score tied 6-6 in the third set and Chang laboring to fend off
Delgado’s power game, the Paraguayan opened the tiebreaker with five
consecutive unforced errors to virtually hand the top-seed the victory ina

match he never really controlled. e
Continued on page 23

Red Sox top Tigers .

DETROIT (AP) — Nomar
Garciapatra hit two homers and
matched a career-high with five
RBIs, leading the Boston Red Sox
overthe Detroit Tigers | 1-4 Tues-
day.

ltwasthe second five-RBI game
of the season for the 1997 AL

hisfirstmajorleague victoryinhis i
fourth start. The Red Sox won ¥
their third in a row. i
Rose gave up four hits inseven [
innings, including solohomers by |
Tony Clark and Luis Gonzalez., |1
Pinch-hitter Kimera Bartee and |}
Damion Easley homered in the §{
2]

rookie of the year, who led the  Tigers’ ninth.
major leagues with 68 multi-hit Indians 14, White Sox 6 3
games last season. Reggie In Cleve]and David Justice 4

Jefferson also homered to help
rookie Brian Rose (1- l) plck up

Guam expects 5,000
to arrive for Games

By Jacob Leon Guerrero

For the Variety
TAMUNING, Guam—The South
Pacific Games Commission press
release estimates that 5,000 athletes
and support personel will visit Guam
in May and June next year.

In addition the Sponsorship Pack-
age for the 1999 SPG is nearing
completion and is expected to be
ready by the end of May.

Members of the business commu-
nity should soonbe able toconcretely
contribute to plans for the 1999
Games.

The Commission has had discus-
sions with potential sponsors both on
Guam and elsewhere. Ed Fortier,

Executive Director of SPG, said,
“Wehavehad 1nLe1eslexpxessedﬁom
potenual sponsors in both cash and
in-kind sponsorships. The Commis-
sionisaware that theeconomicdown-
wmisnotgood news foranyofus, but
sponsors obviously recognize the
potential of being associated with
huge events like this. They say they
definitely want to be a part of the
Games.”

Inarelateddevelopment, Bonita
Magazine, a publication catering
to female readers, launched in
Aprilacoverage of the SPG start-
ing with an introduction of some
background facts. As part of a
Jjoint prolect with the SPG Media

Jazz, Rockets famlhar
foes in NBA playoffs

NEWYORK (AP)—It'sspring-
time, which means the Utah Jazz
anid Houston Rockets are getting
reacquainted in the NBA playoffs.

This time, the teams get together
early,maﬁxst~mundWestemCon—

ference series-that begins Thurs- .

. day. .

THESaipan Softball Association will
beheldingits second fundraising soft-
ball event for the weekend of MAY
1st, 2nd & 3rd.

This will be a Co-ed Softball event
with each team having at least five
male & five female players to partici-
pate, organizers said in a news re-
lease.

Entrance Fee is $200, and sign up
o

Usual]y, they save Lhexr battles |

for later in the playoffs, but the
Rockets had a rough season and
were the Jowest qualifier in the
West. Utah had the conference’s
best necord R

‘"I'hey ve had their troub]es thls
year, and we’ve done well against
them, but you just: need to Jook at

COntlnued on page 23 -

& waiver forms may be picked up at
Torres Refrigeration.

Dateline for submission of $200
fee & waiver form is 5:30 p.m. on
April 30, 1998 atamanagers meeting
at Ada Gym, Susupe.

For more info, call Joe Torres @
235-1662, Newman Techur @ 234
0173, Carol Ngiraidis@ 235-4247 or

Liason office to highlight Women
in SPG, future articles will focus
on female sporting personalities
in the months leading to the
Games.

Bonita will be contacting the
organizing committee in all 22
countries and territories of the
Gamestoidentify athletes, coach-
ing personnel, and staff to be fea-
tured.

Bonita Associate Editor, Carol
Flores Linco said, "We think our
readers will be interested to hear
how these busy and dedicated
women balance sporting time-
tables and commitments with the
other areas or their lives.”

'Wins spread

around PGA

By RON SIRAK
NEW YORK (AP) — Not that
long ago, there was concern that
golf needed a dominant golfer.
Since Tom Watson took that title
from Jack Nicklaus a generation
ago there had been no such ani-
mal.

Then came Tiger Woods. The
King had arrived. Long live the
King.

But a year after Tigermania’s
peak no dominant golfer has
emerged. And that could not be
better news. The battle for the
crown of best player the next sev-
eral years should be a joy to watch.

Consider these numbers:

There have been 14 tourna-
ments on the PGA Tour this year
with 14 different winners _ none
named Woods. The tour hasn’t
gone this long without a multiple

Continued on page 23

Paul Baron @ 322-7814.

to win the 8th Marathon of Bras://a Tuesday AP
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