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FROM: Chief, Lands and Surveys Division, Department of Resources and er os 

Development, Headquarters, Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, 

Saipan, Mariana Islands 

ee In response to 1976 United Nations Visiting Mission regarding "Land Question” 
the following documentation have been put together and forwarded to the 

Mission to supplement materials and oral presentation delivered by the Chief 

of Lands and Surveys during their stop on Saipan. 

1. Land Question. 

2. Text of bill introduced by the Trust Territory Government in regard 

to return of land to Micronesian control/5th Congress of Micronesia 

in January 1974. 

3. The above bill as amended was introduced and adopted at the Special 

Session of the Congress of Micronesia in July 1974. 

4. The bill as amended was disapproved by the High Commissioner on 

21 September 1974. 

5. Text of Secretarial Order No. 2969 transferring Trust Territory 

public land to district control. 

6. The steps so far taken towards the implementation of Secretarial 

Order No. 2969; \ 

a. Progress report regarding land surveying for the transfer of 

Trust Territory public lands in accordance with Secretarial 

Order No. 2969; 

b. Report of Ad Hoc Committee on Secretarial Order No. 2969 - 

Return of Public Lands; 

c. Office of Territorial Affairs Staff Study on Administration 

Concerns regarding the transfer of Trust Territory Public Lands 

in accordance with Secretarial Order No. 2969; 

d. Analysis of the Staff Study, Office of Territories re: Secretarial 

Order No. 2969; 

e. Letter dated March 10, 1976, to Palau District Legislature with 

respect to non-receipt of a formal request for transfer of public 

lands to Palau District control; 

f. Letter dated March 11, 1976, to Mariana Islands District’ Legislature 

regarding non-receipt of a formal request for transfer of public 

land to Marianas control. 

g. Since the adoption of Secretarial Order No. 2969, the districts of 

the Mariana Islands and Palau have passed legislation to create legal 

entities to receive the public land of their districts. 

e 

7. Local opinions on the transfer of public land to district control. 

8. Additional information: 

a. Meeting on the Return of Public Lands with traditional leaders, 

district legislatures and Congress of Micronesia leadership with 

Chairman Salii of Joint Committee on Future Status, held in the 

House Chamber, December 3-4, 1974, at 10:00 A.M., Saipan, Mariana 

Islands 96950; 


