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May 15, 1961

Mr, James L Brown -
The Idaho Statesman
Boise, Idaho •

Dear Mr. Brown: ,

I am in receipt of your letter of May 8, 1961. Thank you for 
your gracious thoughts and for your kind advice to a new 
Congressman from a new State.

^ experience with your paper has been a most interesting and 
enlightening one.

Aloha,

. " " DANIEL K. INOUYE
Member of Congress .

DKI:1S
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BOISE, IDAHO

May 8, 1961

Honorable Daniel K. Inouye 
Congressman from Hawaii 
425 Old Senate Office Building 
Washington 25, D. C. 1*11^
Dear Congressman: $

Thank you for your letter in answer to mine of April 13.

It was my hope in writing you that there would be a bene­
ficial suggestion to you in the protest of your interceding 
for Congressmen in other states on projects with which I am 
sure you are unacquainted. I believe this incident should also 
be beneficial to Mr. Harding, for whom we have personal respect. 
However, we are not in accord with some of his thinking regard­
ing the use of our water resources. We live on the edge of 
disaster from the constant threat of the intervention of public 
power people in the hope that they may usurp our waters, which 
keep this state from reverting to the desert.

As a newspaper it is mandatory upon us to follow a policy 
that stands the test of time. What an elected official may say 
scatters to the four winds. What we publish remains in perman­
ent files.

I can assure you that under no circumstances would we 
attempt to voice opinion on any project in Hawaii. We welcome 
its admission to the Union. But, most of all, we would assume 
and insist that Hawaiians have a real understanding of their 
needs, and that in no case should any person attempt to inter­
cede in behalf of a project there, at least until sufficient 
study had been made of all involved conditions in order to 
form some justified background. Small states have to be doubly 
on guard in the protection of their traditional ways.
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This was our only thought in our letter of protest to you, 
and I sincerely hope that if and when you find it desirable to 
question any type of voice from any state that you first make 
the inquiry that may have led to the issue you wish to protest. 
Then, after you have obtained the other side of the story, you 
would be in a better position to comment.

I hope sometime your travels bring you to Idaho, and that 
I might have the pleasure of showing you the area and its related 
problems. I am sure, assuming that your intention is to protect 
rather than damage Hawaii, that you would immediately be in 
accord with our policy.

Thanking you again for your courtesy in answering my letter, 
and assuring you that we have the friendliest feeling for a new 
Congressman of a new state, I am

JAMES L. BROWN 
General Manager



May 4, 1961

Mr. James L. Brown 
General Manager 
The Idaho Daily Statesman 
Boise, Idaho

Dear Sir:

Please forgive me for this belated reply to your letter of April 13, 
1961.

Since I have no desire to carry on a debate with your newspaper, may 
I close the episode by informing you very sincerely that my letter to 
you was a surprise to Mrs. Gracie Pfost. I suppose I should have 
called upon her before I wrote the letter to you. I say this to ad­
vise you that Mrs. Pfost in no way made any attempts, directly or 
indirectly, to "use” me.

As to Mr. Harding, I am also pleased to advise you that he at no time 
requested ray assistance in this matter. During a recess at one of our 
Agricultural Committee meetings, Mr. Harding happened to show me a 
copy of your editorial. Mr. Hadding, incidientally, is my seat-mate. 
I was quite distressed at the rather harsh manner in which he was 
treated, and may I once again sincerely advise you that without any 
request on his part, I decided to write to your newspaper and to 
correct certain matters.

Aloha,

DANIIL K. INOUYE
Member of Congress

DKI:sb
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April 13, 1961

Honorable Daniel K. Inouye 
Congressman From Hawaii 
425 Old House Office Building 
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Congressman Inouye:

Your letter of April 11th regarding our editorializing on 
the fact that Congressman Harding and Representative Pfost were 
not recorded as voting on the Sugar Act, is acknowledged.

As you point out, the editorial was correct in its refer­
ence to their absence. Sugar, Mr. Inouye, is a vitally import­
ant and major issue in Idaho and commands full attention from 
our delegation.

Possibly because you are representing the new State of 
Hawaii, whose admission we consider with great pleasure, you 
are not aware of the fact that you are being used for one of 
the oldest and cheapest tricks by some members of the House. 
Mrs. Pfost, especially, is an old hand at this business and Mr. 
Harding is doing rather well to be active at it with a tenure 
of only three months. We consider this incident as belittling 
to both of them and it should be informative to you. We regard 
courage and principle as major requirements of persons holding 
high office.

You are free to advise the two members of the Idaho dele­
gation who designated you to protest for them that criticism 
is general in Idaho and especially in Mrs. Pfost's district 
where beets are a big item. The people of Idaho do not applaud 
Congressional members who are not constantly on the job. We 
certainly hope that the good State of Hawaii is receiving your 
constant and alert attention.
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May we please have an answer to this letter since you saw 
:it to take our newspaper to task.

Sincerely yours,

JAMES L. BROWN 
General Manager



April 21, 1961 .

Honorable Gracie Pfost
House of Representatives
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Gracie:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter received by me this 

morning,

I am certain the contents will be of interest to 

you.

Aloha,

DANIEL R. INOUYE
Member of Congress

MX: sb
Enc.



April 21, 1961

Honorable Ralph Harding
House of Representatives
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Ralph:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter received by me this 

coming.

I am certain the contents will be of interest to 

you.

Aloha,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
Member of Congress

MCI: sb
Enc.



April 21, 1961

Mr. J. A. Hartman
Hartman’s Specialized

Meat Cutting Service
Parma, Idaho

Dear Mr. Hartman:

Thank you for your very gracious and encouraging letter of 
April 16, 1961, concerning your Gracie Pfost and Ralph 
Harding. Gracie and Ralph are most fortunate to have a 
friend like you supporting them.

I would like to advise you that my letter to the Idaho 
Statesman was a sincere one in reply to an editorial 
castigating these two distinguished Americans.

You may be assured that I know Gracie Pfost and Ralph 
Harding intimately and can vouch for their great work in 
Congress. They are doing a good job. I hope some day 
the Idaho Statesman will appreciate the efforts of Repre­
ss natives Pfost and Harding to help the State of Idaho.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
Member of Congress

DKI:sb
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