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SREK. CROFESTKARVHATMIN ' WITHYHIS FAMILY AND HIS HOUSE -

AFTER "AMY'S VISIT

"AMY" VISITS TRUK - by Russ Spalding

Saturday, May 1, arrived in Truk with
a real BANG as well as a "'whoosh' and
"swisssh,"

Some 14 hours before, we had been ad-
iged that Tropical Storm Amy was moving
toward Truk Lagoon and would pass fairly
clcse to Moen with winds up to 55 knots.
As further warnings arrived during Friday

evening it began to appear that TS Amy
might be a little tougher than originally
forecast. About 2200, winds began to
pick up, and some time around 2300, the
nld Truk Hospital moved all it's patients
to the new facility.

DCO Mike Willett had already distri-
buted Motorola ""Walkie-Talkie' gear to
key personnel just in case phone service
was disrupted, and Communications was
ready for the storm.

As May 1 arrived, the winds began to

pick up, gusting to abcut 50 knots, and
it looked like we might get a real blow.
Around 0130, Mike's foresight payed off
as the telephone operator decided that
discretion was the better part of valor
and abandoned the switchboard in favor
of the Receiver Control Station, which
is a concrete structure.

Soon after that the switchboard roof
abandoned the switchboard, and the front
of that building attempted to join the
back. Phone service was now 'pau.' Heavy
rain was falling and the wind, now in-
creasing in strength, gusting to 70 knots.
Local housing, those picturesque tin
shacks, was beginning to blow away and
quonset roofs were loosening.

At 0415, Public Works decided to turn
off the power before lines began shorting,
and so, Moen Island became dark. But
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