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farmer ., of Sitio 
~iongan. Ba-angay Hi n and ay an, town 
of Nasipit in the province of 
Agusan del Norte . 

- 2~ CARDONIG~, Rcsalinda - 18, marri ed 
~- GONZ~LES, Eleazar - 19, male, single 
4-; , G0NZALEZ, Rosabel.i,a - lll, fe;na:i.e, single 
5. GONZALEZ, Maribel 12f female, single 
6. GO~ZALEZ, Miraflo r - 11, female 
T~ GONZALE .,, Te r-esi ta -- 9, ferna le 

* All children of Dorcas 
8~ A 19-day old baby girl daughter of Rosalinda Cardoniga 

~,;□ uncled: 

1. GONZALEZ, Esterlita - 24, daughter-in-law of Dorcas 

- ' - _ . ,_ ._ -

At about 5i00 o'tlock in the morning of 12 JUNE 1989, the 
house of Mrs. Dorcas Gonzalez, 50 , widow, in Sitic Liongan was 
stra f ed by several armed men. Seven of the nine occupants who 
were still asleep were fatally hit and we re killed. 

Este~lita Gon2alez, who was f ortunate e nough to be unscathed 
by th~ hail of bullets, was awakened by the intense firing and 
secured herself for ~over. When the firing stopped, which seemed 
to her to last for almost half an hour, Esterlita checked all her 
companions and f6und them dead except for the 19-day old 
babygirl. 

At that ~oment, two of the armed men barged into the house 
and seeing Esterlita to be still alive, they ordered her to come 
down for interrogation. 

E~ter1ita then learned that the armed men had suspected the 
Gonzalezes to be members of the New Peoples Army bec~use they 
live - in such a very remote place. The assailan'ts · further 
searched the ~,hole house (including the dead bodi e s) for firearms 
and subversive materials, but found noth i ng. 

With such a futil e search, one of the assai l ants suggested 
to the leader to kill Esterlit a so no one will be able to tell o f 
the crime to the public later. 

However , the head of the team gathered his 
--- se-e-mBQ.-t-G- d is.c • •ss ov.er-_the suggesti on . 

men and they 

' 

------
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Task Force Detainees of the Philippines (TFDP) is a human rights organization established by the As,ociation of Major Religious Superiors in the 
Philippines. TFDP believes in the inviolable dignity of the human person and his/her basic inalienable rights to life; to freedom :tnd to th <• means necessary 
and suitable for the proper development of lifr. TFDP, thcrt:forc, strives to live up to the imperative of "act ion on b(·half of ju~ticc . .. appear as a. consti­
tutive dimensions of the preaching of the Gospel of the Church mission for the redemption of the human race and its libcrati0t 1 from the very oppressive 
situation" (1971 Synod of Bishops Statement). 



I • • 

'i 

., 

At this point, Esterlita was also prompted to go upstairs to 
comfort the babygirl who was ceaselessly crying. Moments hive 
p~s~edr and while she was cuddling and comforting the baby, one of 
.p:i~_-;,· armed men ,\lent ups tairs ~-iith the 1,,1ill to kill her. Despite 
her · pleadings, the armed man shot her twice. The baby girl was 
fatally hit in the abdomen and was killed while Esterlita 
sustained wounds on her abdomen and r .. ight> •arm· a:nd' ·:• • fel 1 
unconscious. It \,\las al ready noontime 1,\lhen ·one. 1of, the:, : nei:ghbors 

i i:-oi\:, th_~ G.s.nz.alezl,c.ame 9yer t ,9 check and: of 'fered some. ,,help . 
. .. ... , .:.·· . .a:;. , ·,· ... ;_~ : •. 

·-.:.- ,.,~·~ :E""- • ~1 i ta_: -~"as _ brou 
Libert.ad; Butuan ,City.: 

to the Provincial Hospital in 

In a sworn. statement executed by Esterlita Gonzales to a 
lawyer in Butuar\ .C~t.y, .. she fw:-ther said th1=1.t she can positively 
identify ooly - one ~of the assailant~ as DIOSDADO PASTEDA who is 
kno1,-m to her . i;I~ a .re=;iden ,t of Barar:\gay , ·Mano 1 igao i . ~armen, Agusan 
del Norte. Pasteda .Js. kr:101,-1!7 to be · a member.- · of · a local vigilante 
group cal.led the 4. V.'S c;;rrd is , in , .. fr.:equent .. c.oiripany with the 
military ele_fJ.11';;',nts · of " \rie 30th Infantry Battalion of the 

,·:: ••.P\-!;i.ti,,PPif;f.e ,, 711'_:my .,based .iQ . t:Jarcos Pa~k, Carmen_, · Agusan· del Norte . 
•· t ' \~_ ... ! I .;. • i~ ·- : • ~-:, •• .. ·-· · ' ,""·' ' 

,.. )~ ... -. .. :;.:.~.,-- · , . ~i.. •,•.•·· i ·,, "i • - '. ! r:_.~_,.-.- •• : ·.• 

'Rt¥c:omrnended Action: Send telegrams and/or lette,~s to press for an 
urgent and thorough investigation regarding this heinous crime 
where a member of a local vigilante group is positively involved 

,,.,.', an~,·::R})e9J?S\~X .'Pa r; ticApc;i _t,E=r.P. by go','.ern!T1ent ,tr.0ops; ·,_ 

, fc'.,~.J. sd,1t{7f OU8_ AP~iALs' lo; ,';'-~ .-. ,. - ",a 
• r. ' ) ·"i,, • -· • • ' ' ' • ' 

... ·.-i; . .. 

1. Preside~t Corazon Aquino 4. ~en. Wigberto TaNada 

_ ___,., ....... : _,, ;~ _. 1':1ft.:1.1 a c;,-13 f'l an g _r a ____ 1,_a_,_, .c_ e_, ·~'c...· _------~---'-__ Comm i tt ;tee -pn Human· , R i g ht s 
\·;/;i· • -") ;'\?.nti a I: ·R-~.i)l i. ppj-n .es . ,.,.. House of - Sena t ·e, Mani 1 a ' 

1,-,J f 2;_''.;~~~;·;{ci/ yJ:- ~:d~l· ~t31A~-~ - ., .. 
····Depar·tment of National Defense 

Camp Crame, Quezon City 
Phi.I ipp:lnes, .,",· · ·:iJ- ,::i .. .::,:;i .f '::--- J • ,• _! , ! ·;·· 

Gen. Renato de Villa 
/ •.Af P. :... ,C.t1 \ e f : 1 o,f .Sta f.f 

C~;~p--J~_guinf'ldo .•: .Oµ,~z.o.n 
.Ptfilfi;:i°pin.e.i . < , . ,. . . . -· .. .... . .. ~ _,;; ' . 

City 

Philippines 

5. Lt . .. Co 1 . . Dominador . Do.mingo 
Prov inc ia 1 Command,er , ,· 
PC/INP Headquarters 
Li bertad, ·Bu ti.uan City 

,., Phi 1 ippines -,· • 

6. Co 1. Resus 
402 Brigade. Commander 
402 ~ead -Qu~rteFs 
Bancasir Butuan City ~ . 
Phil .i ppines ,- ,,, 

··•.::,.'. 

'·"l••-f,"", , 
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URGENT ACTION MONITOR 

Action t\3,ken: 

(please check) 

i. "' > Telegr-ams: 

< _;, Tele>ies: 

, 
◄,,. > Letters: 

Nole: II you are ;ending letters please 
furnish us a copy. 

' 
... Addressed to: 

, Sender's name: 

UA-i:)16 
7-07-89 

. -t.' 
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