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April 24, 1943

Dear Mrs. Bliss:

Your letter of April 14 addressed to the 
War Department is acknowledged. The War Department 
appreciates your interest in the Japanese American 
situation and your patriotic expressions of concern 
as to the welfare of the Army and the safety of our 
country.

Although we note your positive statements 
about the disloyalty of all Japanese the War Department 
cannot subscribe to that belief.  We are aware that a 
great many Japanese, even American born citizens, are 
disloyal. On the other hand War Department has confi­
dence that there are entirely loyal American born 
Japanese. This belief is held by Army personnel who 
have spent many years in close association with the 
Japanese problem and who probably know them equally 
as well as a great many westerners.

There are already over 4000 Japanese 
Americans in the Army and some of these soldiers are 
on both fronts. The records they have made establish 
their loyalty sufficiently well to warrant a decoration 
of at least three of them with the medal of merit.
Also, it might be interesting for you to know that on 
the date official announcement was made of the execu­
tion of American aviators by the Japanese Government 
that the Japanese American soldiers at Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi, in an effort to express their horror and 
indignation, bought by cash purchase over $100,000. 
in war bonds.

The War Department is attempting to 
approach and solve the Japanese American problem, as
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it relates to the war effort, without prejudice 
or sentiment. Its policy was expressed by the 
Secretary of War on January 28 when he announced 
the formation of the Japanese American Combat 
Team. At that time he stated:

ttIt is the inherent right of every faithful 
citizen, regardless of ancestry, to bear arms in 
the Nation’s battle. When obstacles to the free 
expression of that right are imposed by emergency 
considerations, those barriers should be removed 
as soon as humanly possible. Loyalty to country 
is a voice that must be heard, and I am glad that 
I am now able to give active proof that this basic 
American belief is not a casualty of war."

I trust that this will glve you a full 
understanding of the War Department’s views on the 
situation.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM P. SCOBEY 
Colonel, General Staff

Executive

Mrs. John Bliss 
Gresham, Oregon

*

- 2 -



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
I

!



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

*
f
i


