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PROMOTION AND MAINTENANCE OF HEALTH OF MOTHERS AND. CHILDREN: 
THE CONCERN OF THE DIVISION OF MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH AND 

CRIPPLED CHILDREN'S SERVICES 
  

WHAT IS MCH? 
MCH(Maternal and Child Health) consists of 
health services programs for mothers and 
children. Examples of these services are: 
Well Baby, Prenatal, Post Partum and Family 
Planning Clinics, Immunizations, Dental 
Health Care, School Health Services and 
Maternity and Infant Care in the hospitals. 

WHY THIS CONCERN FOR MOTHERS AND CHILDREN? 

Mothers and children form the majority 
of the population in Micronesia. Children 
are the future of the community and their 
well-being is a priority in the health 
services area. MCH goals are to promote 

od health and prevent illness in mothers and 

Happy, Healthy Children Your Hope for the Future their children. 
  

  
WHAT ARE SOME OF THE PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
FOR THESE CLINICS 

Clinic activities for Well Baby services are 
pictured in some of the photos in this 
issue. Both mothers and infants are cared 
for in the clinics. The infants’ weights, 
heights, head circumferences and temperatures 
are taken, and the mothers are interviewed 
about the health of their babies. Both 
doctors and medex in the clinics provide 
necessary physical examinations. A nurse 
sometimes performs the examination. The 
mother receives guidance and counseling 
from the doctors or nurses. 

Immunizations are given to the infants also. 

   

    

Dr. Willa Fisher, "Comprehensive 
Education for Parents on Child Care..... 

; Early Preventive Care to Avoid 
i Unnecessary Death,"    

 



WHO PROVIDES THESE SERVICES? 

MCH services are provided by all health 
personnel in the hospitals, public . 
health clinics and dispensaries. The 
majority of MCH servives are given in 
the obstetrics and pediatric wards, 
nursery, labor and delivery rooms, and 
public health centers. 

WHO ADMINISTERS THE PROGRAM AT 
HEADQUARTERS? 

Dr. Willa Fisher, a pediatrician, is the 
Chief of the Division of MCH/CCS (see 
photo). Her staff consists of a Public 
Health. Nurse Specialist, Mrs. Jean Giddings, 
and ‘a secretary, Mrs. Takako Ogata. The ; 
Division was Forge in 1973 Whee Health, Reduce Infant Mortality Through Proper Care 
Education and Welfare funds were first 
made available for MCH and CCS. 

  
The Division has the primary responsibility for developing Trust Territory-wide plans 
for Maternal and Child Health, Crippled Children's Services, Family Planning and 
Developmental Disabilities Administration for submission to HEW Region IX for funding 
grants. These grants supplement the TT Health funds to provide improved services for 
mothers and children through increased staffing, purchase of supplies and equipment, 
and staff training. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
OF THE MCH/CCS DIVISION? 

CCS: Crippled Children's Services 
includes: identifying those 
children between the ages of 0 to 
21 who have handicapping conditions; 
providing the identified children 
with medical/surgical services, 
initially in the districts, and if 
needed referral to other districts, 
Guam or Hawaii. 

Emphasis has been placed on bringing 
consultants to the Trust Territory to 
provide services in the Districts. Cardiac, 
Orthopedic, and Ear, Nose and Throat 
conditions make up the majority of 
Crippled Children's Services cases.   

Increased Skills and Capabilities in the 
Clinics for Comprehensive Health Services


