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STATEMENT OF SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA
BEFORE THE SENATE SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE

NOMINATION OF PAT SAIKI TO BE ADMINISTRATOR FOR SBA

Mr. Chairman, it is with distinct pleasure that I join
the Senior Senator from Hawaii in coming before you and the
Small Business Committee today to express my wholehearted
support for the confirmation of Patricia Saiki as
administrator for the Small Business Administration.

Pat and I served in the U.S. House of Representatives
together. And she was my able opponent in last year’s
election. One could say, that I have a strong personal
interest in her being before you today.

All of us in Hawaii are proud that Pat has been
selected by President Bush to serve in this important
position. Small busineéses make up a significant portion of
Hawaii’s economy. And small businesses, throughout the
country, are playing a vital role in lifting our nation out
of the current recession.

Pat knows the importance of small business. She will
bring to the position the same dedication that she has
exhibited throughout her years of public service. She will
bring with her significant experience in dealing with matters
of importance to small businesses and a great deal of

enthusiasm for the task.
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I encourage this Committee to report Pat’s nomination

favorably and quickly so that we may all act expeditiously to

confirm her nomination.




