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*6
Television Script of Senator Hiram Fong (R-Hawaii)
On Dismal Record of the New Frontier as Seen by Democrats

Ladies and Gentlemen:

You are being asked to vote November 6 to send to Congress 

Democrats who will support the New Frontier right down the line.

Before you cast your vote, may I suggest you analyze just what 

you would be voting for if you endorse the New Frontier.

Let us look at the New Frontier record on foreign policy -- not 

as I evaluate it -- but as Democrats, members of the Presidents Party, 

evaluate it.

Take Cuba. We all remember it was a year ago that the inva­

sion of Cuba failed because the White House refused to allow airplanes 

to support ground troops.

Democratic Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon, a Member of the 

Foreign Relations Committee, called the Cuban invasion of last year a 

"fiasco, " Another Member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 

Senator Thomas Dodd, Democrat of Connecticut, said: "Our interven­

tion was deficient in planning and determination and scope. " He as­

serted, "If American arms had intervened in ft^j battle... on the same 

scale as Soviet arms intervened, the outcome, I am sure, would have 

been different and the Castro dictatorship would now have become an 

evil memory of the past, " Only a few days ago, Senator Dodd said:
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MTo overthrow the Castro regime today... will require a far greater 

effort than it would have required one year ago. 11 He declared: "Each 

year that we fail to face up to the danger of Castroism the cost of con­

fronting it goes up in geometric proportions. 11

How about the Berlin Wall?

The President’s Special Ambassador to Berlin, General Lucius 

Clay, stated: ”The wall should never have been allowed to be built. ” The 

military command in Berlin had asked for instructions from Washington 

but orders to tear down the wall never came. In fact, there was no of­

ficial reaction for three entire days to this flagrant violation of treaties 

and of human rights.

Democratic Senator Dodd called the protest "soweak, so tooth­

less, so completely incommensurate with the crime that had been com­

mitted that it was nothing short of dangerous” and declared that Hwe had 

no plan ready to meet this contingency. ”

Phen there is Laos. Congressman Wayne Hays, Democrat of 

Ohio and one of the highest ranking Members of the House Foreign Af­

fairs Committee, said this about the Administration’s agreement to a 

coalition government including Communists in Laos. Congressman 

Hays said: ”1 am not going to defend any policy which insists on put­

ting Communists in a government, because it has never worked and it 

will never work. ” That Wayne Hays is correct has already been shown

by the fact that Laos has now recognized Red China.
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On the New Frontier policy toward the Congo, Senator Strom 

Thurmond, Democrat of South Carolina, and a Member of the Armed 

Services Committee, declared: ”U. S. policy in the Congo is one of 

the biggest all-time blunders in foreign policy. ”

On the Administration’s insistence on foreign aid to Communist 

countries like Yugoslavia and Poland, Senator Frank Lausche, Democrat 

of Ohio, and a Member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee stated: 

’’When we help a Communist form of government we are undermining the 

security and the structure of our own country. ”

Let us also look at the New Frontier record on domestic issues 

-- again through the eyes of Democrats. Some of its strongest support­

ers are disappointed at the Administration’s failure to solve unemploy­

ment and failure to stimulate our Nation’s economic growth as promised.

Congressman L. Mendel Rivers, Democrat of South Carolina who 

has served more than 20 years in the House of Representatives through 

peace and war, prosperity and recession, this year declared: ’’The U.S, 

economy is in danger of crumbling down about us. ”

A Senator of liberal outlook, Senator William Proxmire, Demo­

crat of Wisconsin, indicted the New Frontier in July stating: "We have 

done nothing effective to improve the most serious economic problem that 

faces us -- unemployment. ”

The stock market crash and the steel incident created widespread 

criticism of the Administration and the repercussions continue today to im­

pede business recovery.
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The President’s iron-fist tactics in forcing the steel industry 

to rescind a proposed price increase caused one Congressional veteran 

of 23 years, Congressman E. C. Gathings, Democrat of Arkansas, to 

comment: "It is regrettable that ’Big Government’ forced an American 

industry to countermand its intended price increase or suffer retribu­

tion from Washington. That’s bad for America. This country must not 

threaten its citizens with reprisals. Rule by fear is foreign to our way 

of doing things. "

New Frontier spending, vast as it has been, has failed to get the 

economy moving or to wipe out unemployment. Indeed, reckless spending 

of this Administration has had an adverse effect and has seriously worsened 

our Government’s financial condition.

So alarmed by New Frontier spending was Senator Spessard Hol­

land, Democrat of Florida, that he voted against the President’s request 

for a higher Federal debt limit, explaining: "I voted against this measure 

in protest against what I feel to be nonessential Federal spending and con­

stant rise of the national debt. "

This is what the Senate Finance Committee Chairman, Harry Byrd, 

Democrat of Virginia, said: the debt limit increase "could have been avoi­

ded by sound financing and elimination of extravagance, inefficiency, and 

other wasteful expenditures. "

A legislator of 30 years’ experience in the House of Representa­

tives, Congressman Howard Smith, Democrat of Virginia, roundly criticized
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New Frontier fiscal policy: This is what he said: “Present policies are 

bringing the Nation to a state of bankruptcy. “

New Frontier tax policies also were severely condemned. Con­

gressman Charles Joelson, Democrat of New Jersey, said: “I voted 

against the Administration-backed tax bill because I felt it would impose 

hardships and burdens on many people. “

Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, Senator Harry Byrd, 

Democrat of Virginia, opposed the Administration1 s plan to withhold 20 

per cent of all dividends and interest paid to the American people. He 

stated "many individuals, both in the elderly category and among younger 

people, would have been faced with substantial hardship because of over­

withholding. ” The delay in refunding, he said, “would deprive them of 

the use of their own funds as living expenses or as sources of investment 

during the interval. “ He charged “Withholding would take too much money 

from the multitude of low income taxpayers and too little from the higher 

income taxpayers. “

New Frontier farm policies, which proposed rigid controls on 

America^ farmers, received a scathing reception in Congress. Senator 

Frank Lausche, Democrat of Ohio, a farm State asked: “What are be­

coming of the liberties of the American farmers, when it is proposed to 

put this harness and this shackle upon them?” Another farm State Sena­

tor, William Proxmire, Democrat of Wisconsin, said he rejected “this
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kind of 'brass knuckles' pressure on the farmer which would give him no 

legitimate choice. "

On the President's bill to raid reserve funds and trust funds of 

Federal savings and loan and banking institutions and international banks 

so as to obtain funds for emergency public works projects, the Senate 

Chairman of the Banking and Currency Committee, Senator Willis Robert­

son, Democrat of Virginia, declared flatly: "The principal effect of the 

bill would be to weaken and impair our Nation's banking system, our Na­

tion's savings and loan system, our Nation's home loan bank system, our 

responsibilities under the Bretton Woods Agreements Act, and, in addi­

tion, it would impair many housing programs, "

Key Democrats in Congress refused to support the President's 

woefully inadequate medical care for the aged plan, even though the New 

Frontier exerted tremendous pressure on them. Democratic Congress­

man Wilbur Mills of Arkansas, Chairman of the House Committee to 

which the medicare plan was referred, confessed: "I'm a Democrat, 

and whenever I can go along on a program, I go along. Medical care, 

however, is another matter. "

Democratic Senator George Smathers, of Florida, stated the 

Administration's plan "does not provide the range, nor the quality, nor 

the extent of medical care needed when elderly people need it. " The 

Democratic Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Senator 

Carl Hayden of Arizona, said: "I was not satisfied that the measure as 

presented was sound actuarially. "
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To sum up -- Democratic sentiment against New Frontier poli­

cies and programs is reflected in the fact that Democratic Chairmen of 

16 Senate Committees have voted nearly 500 times against President 

Kennedy’s bills this year alone.

If these veteran, experienced legislators of the President’s own 

Party vote against his policies and programs, both foreign and domestic, 

those policies and programs must be pretty bad.

Just ask Democratic candidates for Congress from Hawaii whether 

they will support the President’s ”do—nothing” policy on Cuba, whether they 

will support his scoop-shovel foreign aid programs, his lavish spending of 

your tax dollars, his police-state intimidation of private enterprise, his 

slow-down economic policies which leave nearly six per cent of America’s 

workers without jobs.

Then decide for yourself whether you want yes-men in Congress 

who will go down the line for the New Frontier even when it is wrong.

Vote for Republican Members of Congress who will not be errand 

boys for the New Frontier.

Vote for Republican Members of Congress who will work for legis­

lation that is good for the American people.

Vote for Republicans Ben Dillingham, Al Evensen, and Richard Ike 

Sutton.

May I also ask you to vote for all the Republican nominees for State 

and County offices.

Thank you, friends, for listening.


