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By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SUPERIOR Court Associate
Judge Timothy Bellas has
dropped the complaint of the
Northern Marianas Housing
Corporation against one of its
former tenants.
Bellas said NMHC’s com-
plaint against Angelina
Chipwelong shall be dismissed
without prejudice.

In dismissing the complaint
without prejudice, Bellas noted
that any attempt at refiling will
be met with a successful statute
of limitations challenge.

Bellas drops NMHC
complaint vs tenant

“NMHC has not shown good
cause for its failure to serve
defendant Chipwelong within
the time constraints of the Com-
monwealth Rules of Civil Pro-
cedure,” he said.

Court records showed that in
1987, NMHC entered into a
lease agreement with Asterio
Ruben and Chipwelong
whereby NMHC leased to them
a house in Garapan.

The lease was subsequently
terminated in Oct. 1991,

As of the date the lease was
terminated, defendants were in-

. Continued on page 25
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$1,200.00 take over payment

Loan Balance: $10,593.49
Monthly Payment: $536.14/month

*PLEASE CALL:

234-8779/234-7666

_FOR SHOWING

LUN

BIG MAC EXTRA VALUE MEAL

(A Bigmac Sandwich, Large Fries and Medium Drink)

FOR ONLY $2.99

' OTHER SPECIALS

= i McDonald’s Spring Water - Only 0.89 cents
- Only $1.99
- Only $3.99

Bugs Life Watch
J Scared Silly Video

MIDDLE ROAD
GARAPAN EXPRESS

This salc is for limited time only. While supplies last.

GREAT DEAL FOR MAC LOVERS ! \§

INNER

BREAKFAST

Supreme Court denies
new hearmg for Rotbart

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE CNMI Supreme Court has
denied lawyer Charles Rotbart’s
request for a rehearing regarding
his disqualification as counsel for
one of Larry Hillblom’s DNA-
confirmed children.

“We are not convinced that there
are points of law orfact...the court
has overlooked or misappre-
hended,” said Acting Chief Jus-
tice Miguel S. Demapan, Justice
ProTem Marty W. K. Taylor, and
Justice Pro Tem Alberto C.
Lamorena IIL

The justices ruled that there is
nothing in their Feb. 4 opinion
that warrants reconsideration, re-

Charles Rotbart

hearing or clarification.

The high tribunal in the Feb. 4
decision said Rotbart had used
the confidences gained in his rep-

resentation of Milagros Feliciano,
grandmother of the child
Mercedita Feliciano, against her.

Milagros, as guardian ad litem,
is free to choose another attorney
who is not in conflict, said the
Supreme Court’s in that ruling.

Rotbart, in his motion for re-
consideration, explained that due
to disputes over the interpretation
of the Supreme Court opinion,
the Special Master proceeding into
the competency and independence
of guardian Milagros has been
delayed.

Rotbart said the disputes over
the effect of such opinion on his
status as an interested party in the
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MORNING MAC MEAL

(A Double Sausage Muffin with Egg Sandwich

Golden Hashbrown and Small coffee)

FOR ONLY $2.79

* Sunday to Saturday - OPEN 24 Hours everyday
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Education summit
seen as vital to PSS

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE Public School System plans
to hold a conference in May this
year to promote the community’s
awareness on the present state of
PSS and to solicit suggestions on
how to improve the quality of
education in the CNMI.

Education Commissioner Rita
H. Inos has formed the Public
Education Summit’s steering
committee with representatives
from Saipan, Tinian, Rota, PSS
and the Pacific Resources for
Educational Laboratory (PREL).

The executive steering commit-
tee include Carmel Atalig (Rota),
Rose Pato (Tinian), John L.
Babauta, Frankling Perez (spe-
cial education), John Guerrero,
PSS’ Suzanne Lizama, Ray
Tebuteb, Jackie Quitugua, PSS
Acting Associate Commissioner
Rita Sablan and PREL’s Jean
Olopai.

The summit could also be an
answer to the questions and in-

quiries of government officials.

who doubt PSS’ capability to

handle the education system.
Results of the first CNMI-ad-

ministered Stanford Achievement

Rita H. Inos

Test 9th Edition disastified some
congressmen.

According to Sablan’s report,
the conference was conceived af-
ter an increasing interest from the
public to host a long awaited con-
ference on the state of CNMI pub-
lic education.

The acting associate commis-
sioner said, aside from the mem-
bers of the executive steering com-
mittee, the summit will include
other stakeholders and grassroots
from within the community and
will be put into subcommittees
forthe plannin goft of the conference

PSS sees cost

-saving options

Bill Matson

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE PUBLIC School System
told the Board of Education in a
meeting last week that extend-
ing the June 18 expiration con-
tract of its teaching staff will
save the education system some
$400,000 instead of signing the
same personnel another contract
in August.

The option was brought into
the board by the school system’s
acting fiscal and budget officer
after hearing the community’s
growing interest on the contract
expiration of teachers this June.

Acting Fiscal and Budget Of-
ficer Bill Matson clarified that
teachers’ basic pay in working
190 school days is not part of
the $400,000 equation.

“What I have indicated was it
can’t be part of that equation
because it costs $200,000 a day
for our teachers. This whole
issue is summer pay for the
teachers and let them getting it
but there are other costs,”
Matson said.

The other costs include the
annual leave and health insur-
ance, among others.

The three options for the
school system, according to
Matson, is first payless payday
which is very unlikely, second
is contract extension and third
is asking the government for
advance allotments.

Theschool system is currently
pulling its resources together to
augmentits depleting budget for
the present fiscal year.

PSS may also consider offer-
ing interested employees the
Professional Services Contracts.

Meanwhile, PSS is projecting
some $58,000 savings from its
effort in implementing its aus-
terity measures at the central
office.

Education Commissioner Rita
H.Inossaid, PSS iseyeing some
$21,000 from vacating some of-
fice space at Nauru Building
and $37,000 by cutting down
some telephone lines.

According to Inos, the
$58,000 projected savings this
year will be used to cover in-
structional needs for the entire
education system.
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Saipan!
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Variety News Staff
HAGATNA -- Gov. Carl
Gutierrez has said he had a fruit-
ful meeting Friday with Assistant
Secretary of the Navy H. Lee
Buchanan on the issue of federal
lands. .

Gutierrez said he was able to
educate Buchanan, who oversees
research, developmentand acqui-
sition for the Deparment of the
Navy, on many complex issues
that are unique to Guam.

“Ttisdifficult for Guam to have
its point of view understood by
decision-makers who live 10,000
miles away, and who have never
been to our island, nor under-
stood the unique situation Guam
occupies,” Gutierrez said.

Gutierrez said heand Buchanan
talked about the Chamorro Land
Trust and Guam’s need for expe-
dited return of unused federal
lands. “Nothing drives home the
point of our need for excess lands

AIDS HOTLINE:
734-AIDS (2347)
PUBLIC HEALTH
GUAM STD/HIV PROGRAM
FREE ! CONFIDENTIAL
t HIV Antibody/STD Testing
Counseling ! AIDS/STD
Information and Resources
Prevention and Community
Outreach

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
SAIPAN’smunicipal government
is now finalizing the street-nam-
ing project which is expected to

Use your rebate as a down payment
or just put it in the bank!

M TRIPLE J MOTORS

NEW CARS * USED CARS « PARTS « SERVICE
Beach Road, Garapan Phone: 234-7133 ¢ Fax 234—3052

*On approval of credit. See dealership for complele details.

Carl Gutierrez

better than having the Assistant
Secretary see for himself the lim-
ited amount of natural resources
we have onthisisland,” Gutierrez
said. _
Buchanan spent more than an
hour meeting with Gutierrez, Joe
T. San Agustin of the Base Re-
alignment and Closure Commis-
sion, and representatives of the

start soon.

The local law authorizing the
naming of Saipan streets was en-
acted by the Saipan Delegation
last month.

The law will designate names
to all streets and thoroughfares
and assign numbers to houses
and buildings in the island.

The law created a street direc-
tory commission under the Saipan
Mayor’s Office which is now pre-
paring the final stage of the project.

The Mayor’s Office still ac-
ceptssuggestions on changes pro-
posed names for final adoption of
the delegation members.

Mayor Jose C. Sablan said any

Gutierrez discusses land
with Navy asst. secretary

Guam Economic Development
Authority. |

Gutierrez said he stressed to
Buchanan the need for the U.S.
Navy to eliminate “‘inconsistent
policy on Guam.”

“When a decision a made to
return federal lands, such as Vic:
tor Wharf, and then after we have
begun the process the process of
planning for the economic use of

- that property, the decision is

changed, it makes it very difficult
for us to readjust. Now, we are
trying toreach agreementon joint-
use of the property, which is criti-
cal to expansion of our Port facili-
ties, facilities that are currently
crowded into a small piece of
Apra Harbor,” Gutierrez said.

Gutierrez said he told Buchanan
that Guam could use idle Navy
property for the purpose of devel-
oping Guam as a major fiber-
optic cable landing site and
Internet hub.

Mayor’s office in final stage of streetnaming

resident is free to suggest a name
on a particular road, however,
some conditions had to be fol-
lowed.

Sablan said any proposed name
should not be longer than 12 let-
ters; should be easy to pronounce;
musthave local, historical, orcul-
tural significance to the Common-
wealth.

Sablansaid any one who would
make a proposal should include
the location of the street which
they want to change.

The commision has 90 days
to address the request before
they are submitted to the delega-
tion,

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE Commonwealth Ports Au-
thority is hoping to solicit finan-
cial support from the US con-
gressional delegation for the
rehabilitation of the Tinian
breakwater.

CPA needs toraise atleast $25
million for the repair works that
should be undertaken on the de-
teriorating condition of Tinian’s
breakwater.

A 27-mandelegation from the
US House of Representatives,
led by Republican Rep. Don
Young of Alaska, will arrive on
Saipan Thursday and isexpected
to tour Tinian the following day.

Part of the delegation’s Tinian
tour would be the inspection of

CPA hopes Young’s visit to
result to Tinian harbor funds

%
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Carlos H. Salas

the condition of the island’s
breakwater which was feared to
collapse anytime soon.

CPA executive director
Carlos H. Salas said the dreaded

Continued on page 26

Cooks tourism numbers up

HONOLULU (Pacnews) —
Tourist arrivals in the Cook Is-
lands increased 15 percent last
month compared toJanuary 1998.

The National Statistics Office
reports it's the fourth consecutive

. month during which visitor num-

bers improved over the corre-
sponding months of the previous
year.

The percentage increases were
19 percent for last October, 13
percent for November and 10 per-
cent for December.

Officials say part of the reason
for the increased Cook Islands
visitor count is the addition of
charter flights from North
America by the airline Canada

Continued on page 25

e s

E 'l
i
ot

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-11

‘A Night to Remember’ to
benefit CHC Volunteers

THE COMMONWEALTH
Health Center Volunteers As-
sociation announces that “A”
Night to Remember™ is coming
soon to Saipan, compliments of
DFS Saipan Limited and Hard
Rock Café, in celebration of the
grand opening of the Hard Rock
Café and DFS Galleria, Saipan.

Everyone isencouraged to at-
tend thisonce in alifetime event,
an evening of fun-filled festiv-
ity that includes dinner, auc-
tion, multiple door prizes, fun
and dance with fantastic enter-
tainment including Cecilio and
Kapono, IDK Band, and featur-
ing the internationally ac-

OES Cultural
Heritage Day
slated March

THE OLEAI Elementary
School’s Cultural Heritage Day
will be celebrated on March 27
at the school campus from 8 am
to 2:30 pm.

The festivities will showcase,
through food, costumes, songs
and dances, the colorful and rich
cultural traditions of the vari-
ous ethnic groups that comprise
the student population of Oleai
School.

The main event of the cel-
ebration is the proclamation of
the 1999 Cultural King and
Queen.

In addition, prizes for the
school’s fundraising raffle will
be drawn.

The raffle prizes include cash
prizes and goods from donors.

More prizes are still coming
in as sponsors respond to the
school’s appeal for assistance
in its fundraising effort.

Proceeds from the raffle will
be used to assist the school in
the procurement of classroom
equipment as well as to support
ongoing student programs and
incentives.

For more information please
call 234-6167 or Fax No. 234-
2075.

Guam Community

Polluted waters in Agat and
Umatac identified

The Guam Environmental Pro-

tection Authority said recre-

ational waters in Agat and

Umatac are polluted.

The agency said swimming,
fishing or playing in unsafe
water may result in minor ill-
nesses such as sore throats or
diarrhea.

GEPA added that no harvest-
ing or consumption of seaweed,
fish or marine organisms is ai-
lowed in Tanguisson Beach.

Continued on page 13

claimed entertainers,
Supremes.

“A Night to Remember” is
scheduled for Friday, February

19 from 6:30 pm to 10 pm at the

Hard Rock Café in Garapan.
The CHC Volunteers Asso-
ciation is one of the two benefi-
ciaries chosen by DFS Saipan
Limited to receive the proceeds
from this festivity, the CHCVA
said in a news release.
According to the CHC Vol-
unteers, proceeds from the show
will combine with other funds
collected from other events to
help the hospital purchase a
much-needed equipment called
colonoscope and endoscope.
The total cost to the Volunteers
is estimated at $20,000. The
actual cost of the machine is

\ The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
‘local events, and cultural activities. Should you have 2
story you! would fike to Share, or an event that needs to

o be covered, confact Laxla at234-6341

$64,000.

Tickets are available at the
DFS Saipan Limited, Hard Rock
Café, KARIDAT office in
Chalan Kanoa, and CHC Vol-
unteers Gift Shop located at the
CHC from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday through Friday, from
the following volunteers:
Amparo Tenorio, Janet Johns,
Marjorie Larsen, Rita Tenorio,
Ying Steere, Connie Pangelinan

the Elders of the Mormon
Church, Susan Schwarz, and
Kim Prinz.

All checks must be payable to
DFS Saipan.

For further information,
please call the CHC Volunteers
Gift Shop at 234-8950 exten-
sion 2908 or the Volunteers of-
fice at extension 2912.
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DFS top Japanese choice

FROM SEATO SHINING SEA
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Hawaii, Guam Hawaii
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There are no long distance
charges to these U.S. areas when
you use GTE Pacifica Cellular.

*Regular GTE Pacifica cellular air time charges apply. Your cellular service must be
picked to GTE Pacifica long distance. Offer not available to Alaska.

Get a cell phone
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variety of plans
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(Some restrictions apply)
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Variety News Staff .

DFS earned the highest rating
among Guam retail centers while
K-Mart remained in second, ac-
cording to the latest Guam Visitors
Bureau (GVB) survey on Japanese
visitor satisfaction.

The next tier in the GVB survey
ratings included Tumon Sands
Plaza, Micronesia Mall, The Plaza,
and Acanta Mall. Guam Premium
Outlets has continued to improve
intheratings, with relatively strong
appeal to women, the GVB survey
indicated. -

Under the survey, ratings were
provided for the overall “shopping
experience on Guam.” These rat-
ings are fairly consistent across the
surveys, GVB said. Visitors gave
enjoyment a very high rating, ser-
vice earned a positive rating, while
neutral ratings were given to vari-
ety, quality, and price.

The questions regarding overall
satisfaction elicited a very strong
positive response. The statements
“Guam was better than expected”
and “I didn’t have problems with
communication” both earned 5.7
scores on the seven-point scale.

Inaddition, the respondents were
much more likely to visit Guam
again and to recommend Guam to
their friends and family than past
samples.

With regard to potential attrac-
tions, an aquarium again earned
the number one ranking at 47 per-
cent, well above any other cat-
egory. A very consistent finding
has been strong minority interestin
what might be considered “‘eco-
tours” or “nature tours.” In the sur-
vey, archaeological site visits gar-
nered 22 percent votes while na-
ture hiking trails got 18 percent.
According to GVB, these percent-
ages were both above prior years’
averages. Recentsurveyshavealso
shown a very strong increase in the
desire for sporting events. Thiscat-
egory is consistently scoring a re-
sponse of over 20 percent, GVB
reported.

Although hotel ratings were
slightly above average during the
survey, meals continued to pro-
duce the lowest rating and have not
shown any improvement from the
prior year.

A new question for this fiscal
year asks specifically “Did your
accommodations meet yourexpec-
tations?” While the overall response
was quite positive in the survey,
GVB said women were less enthu-
siastic (81 percent) than men (85
percent).

Room density was strongly cen-
tered on two people per room, with
72 percent of the Japanese visitors
reporting this setup. There were
fewer reports of four or five people
to a room than average. One effect
of this reductionindensityishigher
occupancy rates givenafixednum-
ber of visitor arrivals.

Another of the new questions
asked respondents to check off the
local sourcesthat they used tolearn
about optional tours. The most
popular was the brochure (58 per-
cent) followed by the hotel infor-
mation desk (34 percent). Maga-
zines came in at a distant third with
17 percent of the sample. GVB said
these results are consistent with
those of prior surveys.
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Chinese celebrate New Year

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE Chinese Association of
Saipan leads today’s celebra-
tion of Chinese New Year in the
CNML

Nineteen Ninety-Nine is
dubbed Year of the Rabbit.

Ta BunKuy, the association’s
president, said celebration on
Saipan will be highlighted by
the Lion Dance to be performed
at various establishments.

Kuy said about 20 Chinese
nationals from Hong Kong will
arrive on Saipan today to per-
form Lion Dance, a perfor-
mance believed to drive away
the bad spirits.

On Feb. 20, the association
will host a New Year’s party at
Daichi Hotel.

Chinese kids on Saipan curiously
look at the lion mascot and danc-
ers during last year’s Lunar New
Year celebrations.

Contributed photo

Guam Com...

Continued from page 11

Asan residents get new
kitchen cabinets
The Guam Housing and Urban
Renewal Agency has completed
the replacement of kitchen cabi-
nets in 13 of its Asan public
housing units.

The housing project, com-
pleted in October 1998,
amounted to $36,200.

GHURA annually receives
$1.2 million in grant funds to
upgrade public housing facili-
ties, improve its management
operations, and provide resident
initiative programs.

Basketball court

for kids built in Dededo
The Guam Housing and Urban
Renewal Authority recently
built a basketball half-court for
the youth in one of its Dededo
public housing neighborhoods.

The project cost $40,500.

|SAVE POWER|

Kuy said the eventis also part
of the association’s project to
raise funds for the construction
of an office in Garapan’s

- Chinatown.

According to Chinese belief,
the Year of Rabbit is the time to
watch out for people with ten-
dency to be indulgent. The in-
fluence of the rabbit tends to
spoil those who like too much
comfort and impair their effec-
tiveness and sense of duty.

Kuy said the bunny represents
difficulties forCNMlespecially
for those people who are engag-
ing in business.

Some Chinese said that good
taste and refinement will shine
in everything this year and
people will acknowledge that
persuasion is better than force.

Diplomacy, Chinese said, as
well as international relations
and politics will be given a front
seat again in this bunny year.

«For 12 years now, the asso-
ciation has been keeping the
Chinese tradition alive in the
CNML

A Chinese po/ic oicer walks beside lion dancers during the opening cer
the Earth park in Beifing Sunday. The fair is one of many held across Beijing to celebrate Spring Festival,
which marks the beginning of the Lunar New Year on February 16. AP
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At First
Hawaiian Bank

we welcome
the Year

“of the Rabbit

with the
Chinese
Community
of the CNMI,
and we

wish you
good fortune
throughout
the year.
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Hawadiian

Gualo Rai Branch,

o Gualo Rai Commercial Center
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e 235-3091
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Prime Minister questions
South PacificForum’s role

SUVA (Pacnews) — Fiji's
Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka,
says he is disappointed with the
way the South Pacific Forum is
being used by member coun-
tries to secure support in inter-
national ventures, the Fiji Times
reports.

He says important develop-
ment issues in the region do not
receive enoughrecognition from
regional leaders.

In a letter to Forum chairman
and President of the Federates
States of Micronesia, Jacob

Nena, Rabuka says it appears
that Forum members have
strayed from the organisation’s
original role.

He saysthe Forumisnolonger
as free and open as it was in the
1970s and early eighties, because
most of its time is now taken up
by its responsibility as the gov-
erning body of the Forum Secre-
tariat.

Rabuka says he finds it dis-
turbing that items obviously in-
spired by the lobby of dialogue

mveni Raba

partner governments are appear-
ing with much frequency on the
agenda of Forum meetings.

He believes it is time to make

a clear separation between the
role of the Forum as the govern-
ing body of the Forum Secre-
tariat, and its role as a forum for
free and open discussion by Fo-
rum leaders onissues of concern
to them.

. He has suggested to Nena that
all regional foreign ministers
meet annually to oversee the
Secretariat’s operations and be
its governing body.
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Mlgrato fish meet
ongoing in Honolulu

HONOLULU (Pacnews) —An
international conference to estab-
lish a permanent migratory fish
stock management commission
among 27 Pacific Island and Pa-
cific Rim nations is continuing in

Hawati through February 19.
Chairing the session is Ambas-
sador Satya Nandan, Secretary
General of the International Sea-
bed Authority.
Nandan is aformer Fiji Ambas- -
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. sador to the United Nations.

The fourth Multilateral High
Level Conference on the Conser-
vation and Management of Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks in the
Western and Central Pacific
(MHLC4), isfocused on the terri-
torial waters west of the 150 lon-
gitude, where the world’s richest
stocks of big eye, skipjack, yel-
low fin and albacore tuna are
found.. .

The area covers almost a thxrd
of the globe and includes most of
Polynesia, Micronesia and
Melanesia.

The Pacific conference, formed
after a 1995 United Nations fish-
eries agreement, has set a dead-

line of June 2000 to complete a

final fisheries accord among the
participating nations.

Currently, according to a US
delegate, the migratory fishstocks
are thriving and commission
members are putting in place pro-
tective harvestirig controls.

The conference’s goals are to
reach agreement on such matters
as the allocation of allowable
catches, full implementation of a
vessel monitoring system and the
establishment of anorganisational
headquarters.

American Samoa
schools. oppose

“move to scrap
US tax credlt

PAGOPAGO (Pacnews) —The
biggest operatorof private schools
in American Samoa, the Catholic
Church, is strongly opposed to a
proposal by Governor Tauese
Suniatodelete a federal tax credit
benefitting parents who pay for
their children’s education.

American Samoa’s legislature
is currently reviewing an admin-
istration bill to remove the tax
credit provision.

Govermnor Tauese wants the pro-
vision scrapped because accord-
ing to him, leaving it on the law
books would mean the govern-
ment losing five million dollars
annually.

But the Catholic Church says
the governor’s proposal does not
serve the interest of parents.

It says Tauese’s move is anti-
education and especially anti-pri-
vate education.

More than one thousand chil-
dren are enrolled in six schools
operated by the local Catholic
Diocese.

They include two pre-schools,
two elementary schools and two
high schools.

Another one thousand children
attend schools operated by the
Congregational Christian Church
of American Samoa, Seventh Day
Adventist, Baptist Church, and
three schools run by private citi-
zens.

Close to 10-thousand children
are enrolled in government pri-
mary and high schools where tu-

Contmued on page 25
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Muslim rebels attack
troops in south RP

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines
(AP) — Muslim rebels attacked
an army patrol and a military de-
tachment in the southern prov-
ince of Bukidnon, injuring at least
three soldiers, the military said
Sunday.

Sporadic clashes between mem-
bers of the separatist Moro Is-
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Passenger jeep
ambushed, 5
people killed

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines
(AP) — Suspected Muslim ex-
tremists, hiding from behind
bushes, opened firc on a passen-
ger jeep inaremote southern Phil-
ippine village Sunday, killing five
people, an official said.

The attackers, armed withrifles,
fired at dawn on the jeep as it
traversed a road in Basilan
province’s Guiong village, kill-
ing the driver and four passengers
and injuring one other passenger,
Gov. Wahab Akbar said.

The attack occurred in Sumisip
town, a remote and hilly section
of Basilan where a violent Mus-
lim separatist group, the Abu
Sayyaf, is known tohave a strong
presence.

Army officers, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said the
attack might have been carried
out by the Abu Sayyaf to threaten
drivers of passenger vehicles pass-
ing through Sumisip into giving
extortion money to the rebels.

Basilan, anisland province, lies
880 kilometers (546 miles) south
of Manila.

Estrada names
next Central
Bank governor

MANILA, Philippines (AP) _
President Joseph Estrada said on
Sunday that the Philippine Cen-
tral Bank governor would mostly
likely be replaced by Rafael
Buenaventura, a local banker.
Gabriel Singson has ruled out
extending his six-year term as
governor of the Philippine Cen-
tral Bank, which ends on July 5.
He is among the economic offi-
cials steering the Philippines
through Asia’s financial crisis.
Estrada introduced
Buenaventura, president of Phil-
ippine Commercial International
Bank, as the next central bank
governor during the inauguration
Sunday of a Manila orphanage,
which was rebuilt after it was
destroyed by a fire in December.
Estrada later told reporters that
Buenaventura, his high school
classmate at the Jesuit-run Ateneo
de Manila University, would most
probably become the next central
governor if Singson, 64, could
not be persuaded to extend his

lamic Liberation Front and gov-
ernment troops have continued
despite acease-fire agreement and
on and off peace negotiations.

Military spokesman Horacio
Lapinid said MILF guerrillas
separately attacked an army out-
post and a team of army soldiers
patrolling Cabadiangan village in
Bukidnon’s Kadingilan town late
Saturday.

He said government troops re-
taliated with mortar and gunfire,
forcing the rebels back.

Three soldiers were killed when
MILF guerrillas attacked military
positions in Kadingilan Friday,
Lapinid said. The military has
protested the attacks to a joint
cease-fire monitoring group, he
said.

Army officials say the continu-
ing attacks could indicate MILF
rebel leaders, whohave ordered a
stop to offensives because of a
truce with the government, maybe
losing control over their mem-

bers.

Last month, government troops
and MILF rebels clashed sporadi-
cally for two weeks in four towns
in southern Maguindanao prov-
ince, leaving at least 10 soldiers
and nine rebels dead and displac-
ing more than 107,000 people.

The MILF, which has an esti-
mated 13,000 guerrillas, is the
biggerof two Muslim rebel groups
still fighting for self-rule in the
southern Philippines, where much
of the country’s Muslim minority
live.

A meeting between President
Joseph Estrada and MILF chair-
man Hashim Salamat is being ar-
ranged later this month to boost
chances of reaching an accord to
endthree decades of Muslim guer-
rilla war.

Estrada said he hoped a peace
accord could be reached as soon
as possible to spur development
in southern Mindanao Island, one
of the country’s poorest regions.

Philippines’ President Joseph Estrada (right) receives a kiss from
orphan Zara Sarmiento during the inauguration of an orphanage in
suburban Manila Sunday.

In Celebration of the
Chinese New Year...
Hop to Bank of Saipan and received

FREE CALLING CARDS when you open
an account with us in February.

SAVINGS/CHECKING............ $10.% CALLING CARD
[ [/ J————p Rl ¢ {111 [ ¢.].{)

TCD (10,000 FOR 1 YEAR)....£50.% CALLING CARD

The Big Difference in Banking Service

“More Than Just Your Saturday Bank”
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San Jose Village Songsong Village

P.O. Box 476 Tinian, MP 96952 P.O. Box 1176 Rota, MP 96951
Tel: (670) 433-0332/0336 Tel: (670) 532-2266/7682

Fax: (670) 422-0340 Fax: (670) 532-7267
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P.O. Box 690 Saipan, MP 96950
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Fax: (670) 234-7582

term. . CHALAN KANOA Branch
Singson has been with the cen- Sablan Building
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While ruling out another term, Tel: (670) 235-6260/6265
he said he was prepared to stay on Fax: (670) 234-1802
for a few months longer to help : .

his successor ease into the job.
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Australian PM Howard:

‘E. Timor independence likely’

By John Mair
SYDNEY (Reuters) — Aus-
tralian Prime Minister John
Howard said on Sunday it was
very hkely that East Timor
would gain full independence
trom Indonesia. but restated his
concerns that rushing the pro-

cess could cause problems.

Howard said a quickly inde-
pendent East Timor would be
vulnerable, and that while Aus-
rralia was willing to assist he
warned that it would be very
expensive to do so.

"It looks very likely that at

some stage there will be full
independence, however we
would prefer there to be a pe-
riod of autonomy within the In-
donesian state for a consider-
able period of time, and at the
very least an orderly transfer,”
he told Channel 10 in a televi-
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John Howard

sion interview.

“That would be better because
a quickly independent Timor
would be very vulnerable, very
weak, and it will require a lot of
help and there will be a lot pres-
sure on.Australia to provide a
lot of that help,” he said.

Indonesian President B.J.
Habibie said last week he
wanted to resolve the issue of
East Timor by the start of next
year. If an offer of autonomy
wasrejected, independence may
be granted.

Australian Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer said on Fri-
day he had received assurances
Indonesia would not suddenly
abandon the province to chaos
and civil war.

Australia would assist an in-
dependent East Timor, but
Howard said as about 50 per-
cent of the province’s gross do-
mestic product was a direct re-
sult of Indonesian government
and military investment, remov-
ing that would make it more
vulnerable.

*“We would be willing to play
our part, but I want the Austra-
lian people to understand that it

could be quite expensive,” he
said.

Australia was the only West-
ern country to recognise
Indonesia’s 1976 annexation of
the former Portuguese colony.

InJanuary, itannounced ama-

jor policy shift when it said it
would support giving East
Timor the long-term option of
independence, but stressed its
preference for autonomy.

The reasons given at the time
by Downer included that inde-
pendence could lead to the frag-
mentation of Indonesia.

Howard said East Timorese
independence could lead to
other provinces, such as Irian
Jaya, pushing for similar status.

“It might, but I think there are
special historical characteristics
about East Timor that make it
different,” he said.

Howard also said that Austra-
lia had little to worry about in
terms of the Timor Gap treaty,
which covers potentially bil-
lions of dollars worth of oil and
gas, if Timor became indepen-
dent.

“Qur own position is not dra-
matically altered by that, but
there could be a need for a
change in negotiations,” he said.

The 61,000 square km (23,552
miles) Zone of Cooperation in
the area between Australia and
the island of Timor was setupin
1989 by the Australian and In-
donesian governments.

Revenues from the Timor Gap
are estimated toeventually reach
some US$11 billion, based on
reserves of 30 million barrels of
oil and 175 million barrels of
liquefied petroleum gas as well
as plentiful supplies of conden-
sate and natural gas.

Jailed East Timorese rebel leader Xanana Gusmao (rear left) waves
good-bye to Portuguese diplomat Ana Gomes (foreground right) after
.she paid him a visit at his new house where he remains under arrest in

Jakarta.

AP
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Jiang rules out devaluation

Jiang Zemin

HONG KONG (AP) — Chi-
nese PresidentJiang Zemin says
he is confident that China will
notdevalue its currency despite
pressure to do so, Time maga-
zine reports in its latest issue.
In an interview with the
magazine’s editor-in-chief
Norman Pearlstine in Beijing
last week, Jiang was quoted as

Beijing warned of

‘sensitive period’

BEIJING (Reuters) — The
mayor of Beijing has urged vigi-
lance against political enemies
during the upcoming “sensitive
period” in one of China’s first
official references to the 10th an-
niversary of the June4 Tiananmen
Square massacre.

The Beijing Daily on Sunday
printed a February 5 speech by
outgoing mayor Jia Qingling in
which he stressed the Chinese
capital’s economic goals but
ended with a dire warning.

“We must be on close guard to
constantly crush infiltration, sub-
version and splittism by foreign
and domestic enemy forces and
we must pay attention to sensitive
period duties, at all times remain-
ing vigilant against hostile ele-
ments which make take advan-
tage of contradictions to create
incidents.” Jia said.

Jia, whothis month retired from
the ministerial-level mayor post
but still holds the powerful job of
Beijing Communist Party boss,
did not elaborate on the enemies
or the contradictions.

But Chinese analysts said the
words “sensitive period” refer to
the upcoming spring, when pro-
democracy activists are expected
to commemorate the bloody
crackdown in the heart of the
Chinese capital ten years ago.

On each anniversary, police
have stifled attempts by activists
to commemorate the hundreds or
more citizens who were gunned
down by the Chinese army. Oth-
ers have pressed the government
to apologise for the killings and
compensate victims’ families.

China has left little to chance
this year, closing the massive
Tiananmen Square to the public
until July to give it a face lift for
the October | celebrations of the
50th anniversary of the founding
of Communist China.

Communist authorities last year
mounted a crackdown on politi-
cal and labour activists, jailing a
handful of dissidents for over a
decade forattempting to setup an
opposition party.

saying that the Chinese currency
will “stay stable™ although a de-
valuation of the yuan would
boost the country’s exports.

Most Asian countries have de-
valued their currencies because
of the regional economic crisis,
making Chinese goods more ex-
pensive.

But despite the pressure and
rumors of a yuan devaluation
that have occasionally rattled
Asian markets, Beijing has said
repeatedly that it wants to keep
the Chinese currency stable.

Time said in a news release
on Sunday that Jiang also com-
plained that the United States
wants to sell China products
Beijing doesn’t need while re-
stricting sales of some things it
wants to buy.

“The Chinese are very smart.
On our own, we developed the
hydrogen and atomic bombs,”
the Chinese leader was quoted
as saying.

Jiang said that if Washington
refuses to “sell us satellites and

other new high-tech products,
we may be able to develop them
by ourselves.”

Chinese officials have repeat-

edly called on the United States
to lift restrictions on high-tech
sales to China, saying suchsales
could help redress the surging

Liu Fenglan, 74 (left) passes the flour through a sieve ith her granson Sturda , preparing to cook Ch/nes
New Year’s cake in her new house set up at Xiaokang village in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region where
suffered from serious flood last summer.

U.S. trade deficit with China.

The magazine’s latest issue
will hitthe newsstands on Tues-
day.

AP
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Malaysia PM urges nation
to resist foreign pressure

KUALA LUMPUR, Malay-
sia (AP) — In his message
marking the lunar New Year,
Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad urged his
nation on Sunday to refuse to
bow to international pressure
in efforts to turn around its
economy.

“When we stand united and
ready to make sacrifices, the
resultis we have a better coun-
ry to live in.” he said in a
statement.

1st Installment payment of the 1998 Real Property Tax
assessments are DUE ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 20,
1999. 2™ Installment payments are due ON OR BEFORE
APRIL 20, 1999.

Penalty for late payment for each installment is 9% per
annum or $5.00, whichever is greater from the date of

delinquency.

Mahathir has accused for-
gign speculators of having
brought on the nation’s eco-
nomic woes. Last year, Ma-
laysia imposed currency con-
trols that it said was designed
to speed up the nation’s eco-
nomic recovery.

The controls halted offshore
trading of the Malaysian cur-
rency, the ringgit, and placed
limits on taking money in and
out of the country.

“In order to revive the
economy of our country, we
need not bow to an interna-
tional organizations whose
attached conditions would
only have made recovery ef-
forts more difficult from the
crisis which they had started,”
Mahathir said.

The New Year according to
the lunar calendar, celebrated
by many Asians, including the
Chinese ethnic community in
Malaysia, falls on Tuesday.

Mahathir said he was confi-
dent Chinese Malaysians will
welcome the Year of the Rab-
bit with happiness because the
economy appeared to be im-
proving.

1998 REAL PROPERTY

TAXES

If you have not received your 1998 Real Property Tax Bill,
please visit the Real PropertyTax Division inTiyan (former
El Gecko Building).

All payments should be made at any Treasurer of Guam
outlets in Agana or at the Department’s Tiyan offices.
Payment by check or money order must be made payable
to “Treasurer of Guam.”

/s/ JOSEPH J. DUENAS
Tax Assessor

Wan Azizah (left) wife of Malaysia’s jailed politician Anwar Ibrahim, waves to a video camera while leaving
High Court in Kuala Lumpur with her daughter Nural Izzah last Thursday.

AP

Malaysian ministers close
ranks behind Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR (Reuters)
— Malaysian cabinet ministers
on Sunday closed ranks behind

'NO ONE DESERVES CANCER, SO BE SCREENED FORIT,

Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad, saying there was no
question of his stepping down.

Foreign Minister Syed Hamid
Albar told Malaysian students
that Mahathir could not be ex-
pected to step down and be-
come a senior minister like
Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew,
who was once prime minister.

“As far as we are concerned,
we still want Dr Mabhathir to
lead Umno as well as leading
the country into the 21st cen-
tury,” the official Bernama news
agency quoted Syed Hamid as
telling Malaysian students in
London.

The foreign minister was re-
ferring to Mahathir’s United
Malays National Organisation
(UMNO), which has led
Malaysia’s governing coalition
since independence in 1957.

When Mahathir met students
in London earlier this month on
his way to a Group of 15 sum-
mit in Jamaica, a student called
for him to step down over the
sacking and arrest of former
Finance Minister Anwar
Ibrahim.

Anwar’s trial over sex and
corruption charges has exposed
a major divide in Mahathir’s
UMNO party, which expelled the
sacked former cabinet ministerin
September. Mahathir has sought
to consolidate his control over the
nation’s dominant party.

“We now no longer look at Dr
Mahathir stepping down. We
need him because of his experi-
ence, his ability, and he has been
managing the country well,”
Syed Hamid said, describing
Mabhathir as “full of ideas.”

Mahathir, in power since
1981, had considered resigning
in 1998 but said he decided to
stay onto help battle Malaysia’s
first recession in 13 years.

Leaders of Malaysia’s large
ethnic Chinese minority urged
the public to support Mahathir's
government.

“We hope the people will con-
tinue to give their solid support

to the government in whatever
measures it takes to revive the
economy,” Bernama quoted
Transport Minister Ling Liong
Sik, head of the Malaysian Chi-
nese Association, a component
of Mahathir’s Barisan Nasional
(National Front) coalition, as
saying.

“Now that the country is fac-
ing an economic turmoil which
is engulfing half the world, it is
only right for Malaysians to re-
main supportive and show their
loyalty to the government
through their efforts to over-
come the crisis,” Primary In-
dustries Minister Lim Keng
Yaik, president of the Gerakan
party, said.

Gerakan is part of the govern-
ing majority.

Mahathir, in a message ahead
of this week’s Chinese New
Year celebrations, said he was
confident Malaysia’s large eth-
nic Chinese community would
be thankful for improved eco-
nomic conditions and racial har-
mony.

“The people of Malaysia, of
various races, are clear in their
thinking and they are not easily
misled into creating something
which would only be to the
country’s and their own detri-
ment,” he said in a veiled refer-
ence to Anwar’s anti-govern-
ment “reformasi” (reform)
movement,

Mahathir also lashed out at
the International Monetary
Fund, which when Anwar was
still finance minister before be-
ing sacked in September, had
called on Malaysia to raise in-
terest rates to prevent the
economy from overheating and
discourage capital flight.

“As an example, in order to
revive the economy of our coun-
try, we need not bow to an inter-
national organisation whose at-
tached conditions would only
have made recovery efforts
more difficult from the crisis
which they had started,”
Mabhathir said.
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Megawati launches party

JAKARTA (Reuters) — Indo-
nesian opposition figurehead
Megawati Sukarnoputri on Sun-
day officially launched the new
party she hopes will carry her
into office as Indonesia’s next
president.

Megawati, daughter of
Indonesia’s late founding Presi-
dent Sukarno, told almost
120,000 red-clad supporters in
a Jakarta stadium to be ready
forelections scheduled for June
7.

She leads a breakaway fac-
tion of the Indonesian Demo-
cratic Party (PDI), known as
PDI Struggle, after being ousted
from the PDI in 1996 in a coup
backed by then President

Hab'ibie-w'ants"

mutual respect
with Singapore

SINGAPORE (Reuters) — In-
donesian President B.J. Habibie
will respect Singapore if it re-
spects him, the Sunday Times
newspaper quoted a presiden-
tial aide as saying.

Tensions between the neigh-
boring countries have grown
since Habibie last week accused
Singapore of racism, saying that
ethnic Malays were under-rep-
resented in the city-state’s mili-
tary.

“They are the real racists, not
here, you can go and check it
out.”

Singpore politicians re-
sponded by accusing Habibie of
trying to stir up ethnic divisions
on the island state.

Singapore’s Sunday Times
newspaper quoted Habibie aide
Umar Juoro as saying Habibie’s
remarks stemmed from residual
resentment about criticisms
made by Singapore Senior Min-
ister Lee Kuan Yew last year.

Lee said in February last year
that market unhappiness with
Habibie’s likely appointment as
vice-president would lead to
higher inflation, more bankrupt-
cies and greater unemployment
in Indonesia.

Juoro said that Habibie had
not forgotten these comments,
which he considered inappro-
priate.

He said that the comments
were personal, but also refected
unhappiness among some Indo-
nesian officials that a number
of white collar criminals had
taken refuge in Sirgapore.

The newspaper also quoted
Indonesian cabinet Ministers as
saying the president’s often im-
pulsive comments were more
personal statements than indi-
cations of the government's
position.

“He gives quick responses and
they do not necessarily trans-
late into political decisions by
the government,” Transmigra-
tion minister A M.
Hendropriyono was quoted as
saying.

RIS CYCILIE

Suharto.
Political laws agreed by par-

" liament last month allow the

setting up of new political par-
ties. Under Suharto, ousted in
May after 32 years in power,
only three parties were allowed
- the ruling Golkar, the PDI and
the Moslem-oriented PPP
(United Development Party).

Megawati reiterated her op-
position to the plans of current
President B.J. Habibie to offer
the troubled territory of East
Timor independence if it rejects
Jakarta’s plans to give it sub-
stantial autonomy.

Habibie said last week he
wanted the issue of East Timor
settled by January 1, 2000. Ne-
gotiations between Indonesia
and Portugal are under way at
the United Nations to try to settle
the international dispute over

Prominent /ndoneSIn oppos;t/o figure and preSIdnt/al candidat
Megawati Sukarnoputri (center) prays during an Indonesian Demo-
cratic Party (PDI) rally at Senayan stadium in Jakarta Sunday.  ap

the territory.

“Ifelt very sad when I heard a
statement that our own broth-
ers, East Timorese, have been
categorised as the nation’s
burden...that this burden will be
released by January 1, 2000,”
she said.

“Where is the truth and sub-
stance of the statement? For me,
East Timorese are our own
brothers...similar to other prov-
inces in our beloved country.”

Indonesiainvaded East Timor
in 1975 and annexed it the fol-
lowing year, in a move never
recognised by-the United Na-
tions which still regards Lisbon
as the administering power.

Megawati has been widely
tipped as a leading candidate
for the presidency when Indo-
nesia appoints its next presi-
dent in November.

4 Electronic Banking

the FDIC, has been serving the people

of Saipan for more than 30 years.
We offer a full range of banking
services and products for all
your local and of f-island

financial needs.

4 Personal and
Mortgage Loans

Services

Bank of Hawaii, a member of Bank of Hawaii proudly joins

AWA

LKURNG L
[AL CLiOL

STy SN

MEMBER @ EQUAL OFPFORTUNITY EMPLOYER

A PACIFIC CENTURY COMPANY

Federatban e
FDIC. - ke 175 Wrramihywob st i

et dm ittt Nases

our friends and partners in the Chinese
community on Saipan to welcome in

the Year of the Rabbit in 1999, May the
Year of the Rabbit bring you new
opportunities and grear success.

Happy Chinese New Year.

ih

Bank of Hawaii
BANKING FOR LIFE*™




20-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-TUESDAY- FEBRUARY 16, 1999

Japan newspapers:

US gov’t lost respect
due to Clinton scandal

TOKYO (Reuters) — Japanese
newspapereditorials welcomed the
end of U.S. President Bill Cinton’s
impeachmenttrial, which they said
diminished the respect people
around the world had for the U.S.
presidency and government.

The end of the 1 3-month ordeal
would allow the U.S. government
to return to business, they said.
but warmed that Clinton and the
Congress would have towork hard
10 repair the loss of faith in U.S.

institutions and officials.

The national daily Mainichi
Shimbun said the impeachment
ordeal was a "major collision
within U.S. civilisation.” which
led people to lose their trust in the
U.S. president. the Congress and
the mass media.

The paper saw the process as a
clash of basic values between the

wanted to “fight an unwavering
battle™ and the more liberal values
held by the Democrats who were
willing to separate a personal dis-
cretion from the duties of the presi-
dency.

The Asahi Shimbun said in an
editorial titled “The end of the
drama without applause” that it
would be a tough task for the
Clinton administration to regain
the confidence of the people.
Clinton had “disgraced the office
of the U.S. presidency” by be-
coming the second U.S. president
toever be impeached by the House
of Representatives, the paper said.

The conservative Sankei
Shimbun blasted the United States
for overlooking its serious do-
mestic and international respon-
sibilities by paying inordinate at-
tention to the impeachment pro-

more traditional Republicans, who  cess.

{€<=:", NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING CORPORATION E

P.0. BOX 514, SAIPAN, MP 96950 Py
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS SAIPAN, MP 96950 OPPORTUNITY

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lieutenant Governor Jesus R. Sablan,
through the Northern Mananas Housing Corporation, (NMHC) Board of Directors, are serving
notice that the regular meeting of the Board which recessed on January 28, 1999, will reconvene
on Thursday, February 18, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. at the NMHC Conference Room in Garapan. The
agenda follows, and the public is welcome to attend. Individuals interested in attending the
meeting and needing special assistance as required by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) are
requested to contact NMHC in advance for reasonable amangements in providing applicable
assistance.

AGENDA

I PRELIMINARY MATTERS
A.  Callto Order/Roll
B.  Adoption of Agenda
1. CORRESPONDENCES
j18 L\H\BHED BUSINESS
Report of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Project
1. Kagman Community Center
2. Pinatang Park Swimming Pool
3. Rehabilitation of Rota Gym
4. Tinian Baseball Lighting
5. Tinian Community Center
&  Halfway House - Residential Treatment Facility
Koblerville Expansion Project
Sugar King Subdivision
Puntan Muchot
Garapan Annex Subdivision
IV.  OTHER MATTERS
Y. ADJOURNMENT
Note: PL8-41 allows Executive Sessions to discuss item(s) noted in the above Agenda.

moOm

$'JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman

"NMHC is an equal employment and fair housing public agency”

GRANTS AVAILABLE

The NMI Council for the Humanities announces the 1999 grants
cycle. Deadlines for submission of Regular Grant applications
_{$2,000 and up) are: March 31; June 30; and September 30, 1999.
Mini Grant applications (below $2,000) and Planning Grant appli-
cations (up to $1,500) may be submitted at any time but at least 30
days prior to the project start date.

The council invites applications from nonprofit organizations, educa-
tional institutions, government agencies, and ad hoc groups for grants
to support public educational programs in humanities disciplines such
| as: history, language, archaeology, ethics, literature, art history and
“ criticism, philosophy, comparative religion, linguistics, and jurispru-
dence. Program areas include: history and heritage; books and read-
ing; community dialogue; teacher education; health and culture.
Projects that focus on the history, culture, and heritage of the peoples
of the CNMI are particularly encouraged. Projects that engage the
general public in discussions, dialogue and critical analysis of the
CNMI and U.S. public policy are also encouraged. Program formats
vary, but might include:
conferences, lectures, and discussions
oral histories, field trips, and research
radio and video productions
exhibitions and publications
interpretations of performances
teacher seminars and in-service programs
planning for future humanities projects

For application materials, call 235-4785 or write to: Executive Direc-
tor, NMI Council for the Humanities, AAA 3394, Box 10001, Saipan,
MP 96950. Or visit our web sile at <cnmi.humanities.org.mp>

President Clinton and first Iad Hillary Rodham Clinton share a box of Valentine’s Day chocolates with Ann
Compton of ABC News (right) and other members of the press aboard Air Force One Sunday on their way

for a two-day visit to Mexico.

AP

China notes end to
Clinton trial ‘farce’

BEILJING (Reuters)—China’s
leading daily newspaperon Sun-
day seized on the end of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s impeach-
ment trial to ridicule the demo-
cratic system of the United
States, a frequent critic of
Beijing’s communist rule.

The People’s Daily, mouth-
piece of the Communist Party,
made its attack in a poem ““Cur-
tain falls on the farce.”

“The so-called ‘trial of the
century’ was but a disgraceful
affair,” started the poem by well-
known poet Chi Bei’ou.

“They spent $40 million and
raised quite a ruckus.”

Despite lofty statements about
justice and honour by both sides,
the trial was really a bitter tug
of war between two political
parties, Chi’s poem said.

The Republicans discredited
Clinton but failed to impeach
him, while the Democrats “de-
fended the White House throne
but completely lost face.”

Faced with a hostile audience,
both sides could only “draw the
curtain on the farce,” Chi wrote.

“Who could have known that
this is the face of U.S. parlia-
mentary democracy?” the poem
concludes.

Many Chinese would read the

poem as a salvo against U.S.-
style democracy and U.S. criti-
cism of China’s rigid one-party
state, a local analyst said.

In a debate among Chinese
leaders and intellectuals over
whether China should introduce
political reform to complement
its capitalist-style economic
transformation, a minority has
called for more pluralism and
democratic accountability.

China’s leaders reject multi-
party democracy as unsuitable
and last year underlined the
point by jailing a group of ac-
tivists who tried to set up an
opposition party.

The People’s Daily said in a
separate analysis that Clinton’s
trial outcome showed ghat the
strength of the U.S. etonomy
decided the president’s fate, that
partisanship had increased be-
yond the point of voters’ toler-
ance and that politicians could
not go against public opinion.

People on the streets of
China’s capital Beijing said they
welcomed Clinton’s acquittal by
the Senate.

“The outcome of this whole
affair is normal, he has done a
great job, he should not be im-
peached,” said Zhao Xincheng,
51, a worker.

China’s mainstream media
has largely played down the
Clinton scandal, although some
racier tabloid-style publications
have run gossipy profiles of
Monica Lewinsky and breath-
less excerpts from the Starr re-
port on the scandal.

In Thailand, the Sunday Na-
tion newspaper said the U.S.
Senate had made the right deci-
sion. “If anything has come of
the last year of media frenzy,
investigation and impeachment,
it is that the will of the Ameri-
can people prevailed,” it said.

“In the end they were not in-
terested, no matter how the press
tried to drive the story or parti-
san politics tried to whip itup.”

Singapore’s Sunday Times
newspaper said reconciliation
was the theme of the day, but
questioned whether the im-
peachment issue would be a
“partisan poison” that would
prevent Congress from accom-
plishing anything worthwhile.

The Sydney Sun Herald said
Americans could now breathe a
sigh of relief. “This was a vic-
tory by opinion poll. The public
had had enough. But the word
‘impeachment’ will cling to
Clinton forever,” the paper
said.

Smgapore s Chmese Cham

new.budget, a televxsxon nepon
said Sunday.

was released over the weekehd
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of Commerce, one of most im- -~ rebz
portant lobbying group in the
city-state, would like to see a
‘pumber of tax reductions in the'

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-21

After impeachment acquittal:
Criminal indictment

for Clinton rejected

By John Crawley
WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
Senior U.S. senators signalled in-
dependent counsel Kenneth Starr
on Sunday itis “‘time tomove on,”
that he should not seek an indict-
ment of President Bill Clinton, at
least while he remains in office.

Lawmakers appearing on tele-
vision tatk shows said the country
has been through too much al-
ready to suffer through a criminal
indictment of the president. The
New York Times, meanwhile,
reported in its Sunday editions
that a rift has developed among
Starr’s prosecutors on whether to
indict Clinton.

“There is no question that the
independent counsel has the
power to prosecute the president,
to indict him, but having come
throughthis trauma, I certainly hope
thatif that’s on his mind, he doesn’t
do it while the president, Bill
Clinton, is still our president,” Sen.
Joseph Lieberman, a Connecticut
Democrat, told the CBS
programme ‘‘Face the Nation.”

Lieberman rejected both im-
peachment counts in Friday’s Sen-
ate acquittal of the president on
allegations he committed perjury
and obstructed justice in trying to
cover up his affair with Monica
Lewinsky.

The Times reported earlier that
Starr believed he was on solid con-
stitutional ground if he chose to
seek an indictmentof Clinton while
he was in office.

Sen. John McCain, an Arizona
Republican who voted to convict
the president on both counts, said it
was time for Starr to back off.

“Tcan’t pretend to tell Mr. Starr
what his legal options are, but from
apure political standpoint, it’s time
to move on. And I think that my
colleagues on both sides of the
aisle share that view,” McCain told
NBC'’s **Meet the Press.”

Kentucky Republican Mitch
McConnell, who voted to convict
the president on both charges, told
CNN that Starr is going to do what

" he thinks is appropriate. “But I

share Henry’s view.”

He was referring to U.S. Repre-
sentative Henry Hyde, the House
Judiciary Committee chairman and
lead impeachment prosecutor, who
saidon Friday that Senate acquittal
should be the final word.

“Idon’tthinkindicting and crimi-
nally trying him after what we have
all been through is going to be
helpful to the country,” said Hyde,
who is an Illinois Republican.

The Times, citingunnamed Starr
associates, reported that some law-
yers inside the office of indepen-
dent counsel and advisers outside
that group have “quietly lobbied”
Starr to seek the indictment before
Clinton leaves office in 23 months.

But the Times said that other
lawyers working for Starr “firmly
believe” that no grand jury indict-
ment should be sought until the
president is outof office, if atall. In
fact, those lawyers also say, ac-
cording to associates, an indict-
ment is unlikely while Clinton oc-

Bill Clinton

cupies the White House.

A spokesperson for Starr could
not be reached to comment on the
report.

Starr told Congress in Novern-
ber that he would wait until the end
of the impeachment proceedings
to decide whether there was evi-
dence to move forward with crimi-
nal charges.

.

“Before he would decide to in-
dict a sitting president, he would
consider many factors, including
the impact of such a decision on
national security and the
economy,” said a Times source
whom the newspaper said spoke
toStarrfrequently. “Heisnotreck-
less.”

Starr, one associate quoted by
the newspaper said, “has not
dropped any hints” about what he
intends to do.

The Lewinsky grand jury’s term
expires next month, but prosecu-
tors could seek a six-month exten-
sion. Starr could also seek a sealed
indictment to be opened after
Clinton left office, or present exist-
ing evidence to a new grand jury.

The statute of limitations on per-
jury and obstruction of justice is
five years, meaning that Starr has
until 2003 to seek criminal charges
against Clinton.

Actor Michael Halpin, playing President Clinton, tries to intimidate
Tricia Leigh Fisher, who plays Monica Lewinsky, during the premiere
of “Starr Struck: A Musical Investigation,” a musical review about the
Clinton/Lewinsky scandal. AP
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TOKYO (AP) — Japan
should develop it own foreign
policy toward Irag and stop
its “blind alliance” with the
United States, Iraqi Deputy
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz said
in a television interview Sun-
day.

Aziz criticized Japan for
supporting U.S. and British
missile attacks on Iraq which
he called a “violation of inter-
national law.”

“This is another example of
the blind alliance with the
United States by the Japanese
government,” Aziz told

Japan’s Asahi TV via satellite
from Baghdad.
He cautioned Japanese against

“forming opinions about Iraq

through the U.S. media.

“Why don’t you come and see
Iraq yourself?” he said.

Aziz accused the United
States of trying to demonize
Iraqi President Sadaam Hussein
because he is an “independent
leader who won’t say ‘yes’ to
U.S. demands.”

Aziz repeated demands that
economic sanctions against Iraq

be dropped. He accused Wash-
ington of wanting to overthrow

Tariq Aziz

Iraqg’s Aziz accuses Japan

the government of Iraq and to
install a leader who is more
sympathetic to the United
States. A '

Aziz reiterated that Iraq
would not allow the return of a_
United Nations weapons in-
spection team, which he ac-
cused of serving as a front for
the CIA and Mossad, the Is-
raeli intelligence agency.

“We cannot accept a branch
of the CIA and Mossad into
Iraq under the umbrella of the
United Nations,” he said.
“There’s no possibility of a
return.”

Greetings from:

Younis Art Studio, Inc,
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Russia will
re-equip Iraq
air defenses

LONDON (AP) — Russia has
signed a deal  worth more than
100 million pounds ($160 mil-
lion) to reinforce Iraq’s air de-
fenses and upgrade squadrons of
Iragi MiG 23 and MiG 29 fight-

‘ers, The Sunday Telegraph res

ported, quoting unidentified dip-
lomatic sources in Moscow.

. The Londonnewspaper said the
move was a serious threatto U.S.
and British warplanes patrolling
Iraq’s “no-fly™ zone which since
December have been involved in
almost daily confrontations with
Iraq.

The agreements were signed in
Moscow on Jan. 13 and 14 aftera
visit to the Russian capital by
Ahmed Murtada Ahmed Khalil,
Iraq’s Transport and Communi-
cations Minister, The Sunday
Telegraph said.

Before the deals were finalized,
the Iraqi minister visited several
arms factories, the newspaper
said, and discussed the purchase
of new, combat ready MiG jets.

The pro-conservative newspa-
per said the decision to give Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein mili-
tary help was approved by Rus-
sian Prime Minister Yevgeni
Primakov on Dec. 7 in a “‘blatant
breach” of the United Nations
arms embargo on Iraq.

“It is almost beyond belief that
a permanent member of the secu-
rity council could authorize such
as flagrant breach of the U.N.
arms embargo,” the newspaper
quoted an unidentified Foreign
Office source as saying.

Russiahas consistently opposed
military attacks on Iraq aimed at
making Saddam comply with
U.N. inspections of weapons of
mass destruction plants. Ithas also
signed contracts to rebuild Iraq’s
oil industry, but the deals won't
take effect until the sanctions are
lifted.

Iraqalso owes Moscow billions
of dollars from weapons purchases
in the 1980s.

Best wishes for a prosperous new year.

== SAIPAN CELLULAIE & PAGING Located at the Cabrera Center, Garapan
The Choice is Clear.

Gadhafi meets Ira nir
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CAIRO, Egypt (AP) —Libyan
leader Moammar Gadhafi has
agreed with a visiting Iranian
official that the two countries
should work together at the up-
coming OPEC meeting to boost
oil prices.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Kamal Kharrazi told Iranian ra-
dio late Saturday that members
of the Organization of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries need
to “re-establish stability in the
world oil market and to increase
oil prices.” The report was moni-
tored by the British Broadcast-
ing Corp. in London.

The two agreed to work to-
ward that goal, the BBC quoted
the broadcast as saying.

OPEC ministers are scheduled
to meet March 23 to discuss oil
prices, which have plummeted
to 12-year lows because of a
world glut blamed on mild win-
ters, the Asian financial crisis
and rising Iraqi production.

Both Libya and Iran are mem-
bers of the 11-nation cartel.

“The two sides agreed that ...
in the next OPEC meeting, they
would encourage other OPEC
countries and non-OPEC pro-
ducers to reduce their oil pro-
duction,” the broadcast said.

The radio also said that
Gadhafi praised Iran for “de-
fending Libya in international
organizations and circles.”

Greetings from:
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Polynesian ...

Continued from page 6

tion type of dancing so the kids
get into it a little bit more,” said
Kaina.

Rosalie Tapu is responsible for
the instruction of tradi-tional Ta-
hitian choreography and waives
all lesson fees.

“Weteach the kids from Guam,
but not only from Guam. They
come fromall over,” Rosalie said.
“Some of the kids have never
danced in their lives. What we’d
like to see is more groups in-
volved with us from the Marianas
Islands.”

Nineteen-year-old Kathleen
Heinrichs of Albany, N.Y., is a
recent member of the TahitiRama
troupe. She said that teamwork
and professionalism spurred her
interest in dance.

“I never wanted to dance until
now. It’s hard work, but I have
a lot of fun. I've learned so
much about all different cul-
tures,” Heinrichs said.

A gracious tropical embrace
and souvenir lei bestowed by
coconut shell bikini-clad beau-
ties authenticates the atmo-

sphere of Jimmy Dee’s Fiesta
Dinner Show in Tamuning.
Here, one may dine on a boun-
teous buffet of barbecue and
sumptuous salads prior to an
enlightening evening of music,
dance and audience participa-
tion.

Jimmy Dee’s achievements
have prompted widespread ac-
claim. Engaged in show busi-
ness for over 20 years, Dee, a
native Guamanian, claims his
gift of voice is basically self-
taught.

“Ineverreally had acoach.I've
always been entertaining since 1
can remember. By that, I mean as
an amateur or as a youngster. I've
always enjoyed it,” Dee said.

Dee’s initial million seller
(“Listen to the Wind”, 1971-
72) evolved with a group out of
L.A. headlining as “Jimmy Dee
and the Silent Majority”. This
cut has been planned for re-
release. Excerpts from his re-
cent CD “Heavenly” and signa-
ture song “Hafa Adai” can be
enjoyed by guests nightly at
Dee’s quaint beachside estab-
lishment.

Despite his four-year involve-

ment as chairman of the Guam

Visitors Bureau, Dee said he is
eager to resign the position to
give other people a chance to
lead the bureau.

.*“Ithink I've done my share of
basically helping tourism and
the people of Guam,” Dee said.
“I'd love to start doing some-
thing for myself, my business,
my  family  and my
Chamorritas.” .

This decision Dee feels will
also allow him to maintain other
scheduled concert appearances
where much of his work is de-
voted to charity.

“Some of my mission is to
help the crippled and handi-
capped children. I can safely
say there’s probably not one
charity on this island I haven’t
helped,” Dee said.

A repertoire of ballads, pop,
modern and jazz showcases
Dee’s musical versatility which
is artistically exhibited through-
out the fiesta dinner presenta-
tion.

“You came here and payed to
have a good time and I want to
make sure you do,” Dee said.
“Whatever I'm doing from the

tourism promotion of the islands,

Ido alotofitasalaborof love.”

7
%
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Law...

Continued from page 6

statement set forth in that disclo-
sure, in any covered action
brought by another party.
However, a Y2K disclosure
may be admissible to serve as the
basis for a claim for anticipatory
breach, or repudiation of a con-
tract. .
Webb said these protections will
promote and encourage greater
information-sharing on the Y2K
computer glitch, and enhance pri-

vate and public sector efforts.

These will ensure that the CNMI’s
computer systems are ready for
the new millennium.

Consumer protection will also
be protected since this law does
notcover statements to individual
consumers in marketing a prod-
uct normally used for personal
‘consumption.

In an independent survey, the
Variety found out that six banks
operating in Saipan are also.deal-
ing successfully with the com-
puter glitch.

The banks surveyed said indi-
viduals who have transactions
with banks in Saipan need not
worry about being unable to with-

draw cash from automated teller
machines (ATMs) onJan. 1,2000
as they assured consumers they
are addressing the possible ef-
fects of the Y2K problem.

Some of them also disclosed
that they are already Y2K-com-
pliant. _

Webb also said that the Federal
Reserve recently announced it
would increase the amountof cash

. available in the economy near the

end of 1999 in case people begin
to withdraw cash from banks in
fear of being unable to withdraw
funds from ATMs.

The questions intended for
banks include their mitigation
activities, available funds for sub-
stantial withdrawals, ATM and
debitcards’ functioning, and con-
tingency plans.

Aside from sending out survey
questionnaires, the CNMI Y2K
task force also adopted a resolu-
tion which compels financial in-

‘stitutions, telecommunication
companies and other critical pub-
lic and private agencies to be cer-
tified as Millennium Bug-com-
pliant by Nov. 1, 1999.

While the computer systems of
critical government agencieshave
already been overhauled to com-
ply with the computer glitch, the
readiness of the private sectoris yet
to be ascertained, said Webb.

Experts warned that the millen-
nium bug threatens systems run by

old computerprograms which will

interpret the Year 2000 as 1900,

which has the same last two digits.

As aresult, any program with a

date such as billing, payroll, in-

ventory, and bank accounts could
crash or give misleading answers

starting January 1, 2000.

“BELNED
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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American . ..

Continued from page 14

ition is free.

The Board of Catholic Educa-
tion says the child tax credit was
to provide parents with additional
spending money to help pay for
their children’s education,

The government should not be
the sole dictator of who goes to

school and who does not, says the
board.

The Catholic Board also warns
that changing the federal tax code
would lead to other problems such
as lack of available software for
attorneys, accountants and the
government to accommodate the
change.

It says this would result in ma-
jor confusion in interpretations
and calculations.

Education ...

Continued from page 8

and be a part of the event as well.
“The conference is being plan
in such a way that the commu-

nity will participate and under-
stand the state of our school
system. To achieve such out-
reach, the Public Education
Summit is being brought to the
islands of Tinian and Rota as
well,” the report said.

Study . . .

Continued from page 10

At the same time, the CPA-
commissioned study recognized
the bright potential for fish trans-
shipment in the Northern
Marianas especially when this is
complemented by an aggressive
program.

A domineering program that
may be implemented by the CNMI
governmenton fish transshipment
can handle at least 150 boat loads
of 15-20tons per month, bringing
less than $3,500 in wharfage rev-
enue to the seaport each month.

Also, there are some opportu-
nity to transship fresh or frozen

Cooks. ..

Continued from page 10

3000.

As the tourism industry is the
primary contributor to Cook Is-
lands foreign revenue earnings,
the news of four consecutive
months of improvement has been
warmly welcomed by government
analysts.

Asiana. ..

Continued from page 6

keting goal.

There has also been a consis-
tent rumor in the marketplace that
Korean Air will resume its flight
to Guam or Saipan soon. How-
ever, sources said this is quite
unlikely to happen at least within
this year.

According to Asiana officials,
the airline is currently reviewing
the possibility of launching direct
flights to Guam by the first half of
1999 including charter flights, and
regular direct flights to Guam
during selected weekdays, espe-
cially if sales for the current route
goes positive as projected.

Underthe current market situa-
tion, the Guam Visitors Bureau
(GVB) believes that Asiana Air-

. lines holds the key to recovering
the Korean market and how the
airline moves forward with what
kind of strategy would be critical
to Guam.

Officials said GVB is willing to
develop every possibility to co-
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tuna in the CNMI, taking advan-
tage of the airlift to Japanese mar-
ket.

The ‘Central and Western Pa-
cificOceanishometothe world’s
largest tuna fishery, which is cur-
rently worth approximately $1.7
billion.

Itisin the same principle which
prompted Pacific island leaders
to push for a unified effort to
make the region’s fishing re-
sources what oil has been to Ar-
abs.

Bellas. ..

Continued from page 8

debted to NMHC $1,036 for un-
paid rent. Defendants were also
obligated to pay the agency cost of
repair to the premises, which to-
taled $646.28.

In March 1996, NMHC filed a
small claims action against defen-
dants seeking damages in the
amount of $1,682.28 plus interest.

Ruben wasimmediately served
with the summons and complaint.
Adefaultjudgment was then taken
against Ruben.

The process server was unable
to locate and serve Chipwelong.
On six occasions, the small claims
summons was reissued and pro-
vided to various process servers in
an attempt to have Chipwelong
served.

Finally,inJan. 1998, Chipwelong
was_located at her sister’s resi-

dence in Dan Dan and was served
with the summons and complaint.

Chipwelong, through counsel
Douglas W.Rhodes, asked the court
dismiss the case stating that the
statute of limitations had run and
that service was not completed
within 120 days as required by the
Commonwealth Rules of Civil Pro-
cedure.

Bellas said the Procedure in per-
tinent part provides that “if service
of the summons and complaint is
not made upon a defendant within
120 days after the filing of the
complaint, the court, upon motion
or on its own initiative after notice
to the plaintiff, shall dismiss the
action without prejudice as to that
defendant or direct that service be
effected within a specified time.”

NMHC contended that it dili-
gently attempted to effect service
on Chipwelong but was unsuc-
cessful.

Bellas said the record is bereft

of any evidence of good cause for
NMHC’s failure to serve
Chipwelong within 120daysof the
filing in the complaint.

Bellas said the court will not
exercise in this case such discre-
tion to enlarge the time for service
even absent a showing of good
cause.

The small claims action at issue
was filed in March 1996—nearly
three years ago, he said.

Moreover, Bellas said, NMHC
has not submitted any tangible
proof to the court to show that in
the 22 months between filing and
service that process servers took
any reasonable steps tolocate and
serve Chipwelong.

“Simply causing a summons to
be reissued without some proof of
reasonable or diligent attempts to
locate Chipwelong does not jus-
tify a discretionary enlargement
of time for service in this case,” he
said.

Supreme . . .

Continued from page 8

Special Master matter and as at-
torney for Mercedita in the
Hillblom estate threatens to de-
prive the child of competent coun-

sel during the conclusion of the
estate settlement and cases.

“Due to the length and com-
plexity of the estate cases no sub-
stitution is possible without pro-
longed delay,” Rotbart said in the
motion.

“The portions of the opinion

regarding unsealing of the guard-
ianship and estate cases threaten
immediate and irreparable injury
to Merceditabecause information
about her physical whereabouts
as well as confidential attomey-
client communications regarding
litigation,” Rotbart added.
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CPA ...

Continued from page 10

collapse of the Tinian breakwater
has the potential to seriously plun-
der the island’s struggling
economy, citing Tinian’s heavy

dependence on its seaport for trade

and tourism.

Salas explained that in the ab-
sence of a well-built breakwater,
even a medium intensity typhoon
could spell disaster as it has the
potential to destroy vessels, the
berthing area and the remaining
dock.

“Such a calamity would devas-
tate the local economy affecting

everything from the food supply to
the ability to generate revenue,” he
said in a letter to CNMI Washing-
ton Rep. Juan N. Babauta.

He added that the Tinian break-
water has degenerated “nearly to

the point of nonexistence, thussub-
jecting the Tinian harbor basin and
berthing areas to damage from di-
rect wave-attack.”

The 4,600-foot breakwater built
on the shallow fringing coral reef
has already deteriorated and no
longer serves its original intent to
provide protection to harbor basin
from waves.

‘While asecond 3,500-foot break-
water originally constructed of in-
terlocking steel sheet pile in a cir-
cular cell configuration to protect
the ocean-facing side of the Tinian
seaport had been destroyed by Ty-
phoon Pamela in the late 1970s.

Also, the eastern most 1,000-
feet at the end of the breakwater
had likewise been diminished and

advance deterioration of cells in
other sections have exposed the
facility to complete failure.

Salas said the cost of complete
breakwater rehabilitation is far be-

yond what the CNMI’s financial
current resources can afford, citing
the depleting government coffers
duetodwindling tourismeconormy.

He added that the rehabilitation
of the breakwater, which include
the engineering, design planning
and construction, would cost the
government at least $25.5 million.
The CNML. he said, is prioritizing
this project as it continues to ex-
plore sources of funds.

The CPA executive director is
also seeking assistance from
Babauta’s office for possible addi-
tional funding that would contrib-
ute in the completion of the project.

The Tinian Harbor was con-

structed in late 1944 by the US
Navy Seabees and the US Army
Corps of Engineers to implement
the final phase of the Manhattan
Project, and nothing has changed
— from structures to materials —
since then.

Tight .

Continued from page 2

Sen. Aquilino Pimentel was
invited to appear on Estrada’s
weekly radio program at the pal-
ace butleftafter an argument with
a security officer who asked the

) sagounl

lawmaker to pass through a metal
detector.

Estrada said palace guardshave
been ordered to subject all people
to security checks, including top
officials.

“If ordinary people are frisked,
why would we exclude a senator
fromsuchchecks?” Estradaasked.

Security at the palace has been
noticeably tightened in recent
weeks. On a recent evening, the
guests of honor at a dinner with
Estrada were forced to wait at the
gate for an extended period, de-
spite appeals from a Cabinet mem-
ber, because of a slight discrep-
ancy in the guest list.

Chamber. ..

Continued from page 6

The SCC board said Deets’ pub-
licexpression of heropinion should
be taken as a statement she made in
her capacity as a member of the
CNMI 902 negotiating panel.

«.the position statements given
by the president should have been
construed by the media as posi-
tions of the 902 panel offered by a
member of that panel and not as the
SCC’sposition,” it said in the reso-
lution.

Deets replaced former SCCpresi-

dentJoe C. Ayuyu as theChamber’s -

representative to the local 902 ne-
gotiating panel.

The Chamber board added that
the business organization has, for
several years and through several
administrations of the CNMI gov-
ermnment, as well as of SCC, regis-
tered its strong opposition on a
term limit for foreign workers’ stay
in the islands.

“SCC has registered such oppo-
sition in the form of letters to the
governmental leaders of the CNMI
and through written and verbal tes-
timony on several occasions. Such
opposition was directed to the pre-

- vious four-year limit and to the

e

funmnss A

SR —

T

R S2SAN

i BEMRN ¢

A\‘;@

HEI FAT CHOI

TO SAIPAN’S CHINESE COMMUNITY

Greetings from the Management & Staff of:

P ll BOX 1840 A8 LITO, SAIPAN MP 96950
Tel.: 288-2288 » 2289 » 6688

Fax: 288-4488

~

Sy

ey

dAY

=

_—=

-~

=~

— =

e
?,%

————

W

=—=————u0u

B MW |

\\_/‘___'_.__-_—

L =
e

T

4

proposed two- arid three-year lim-
its,” it said.

Citing the uncertainties the mea-
sure would have on the operations
of the private sector, the Chamber
said imposingathree- yearstayhrmt
on nonresident workers at a time
when there is not enough supply of
local manpower is unacceptable.

The business organization
stressed that indigenous workers

. still prefer to work for the govern-

ment rather than seek employment
in the private sector.

It added that the measure would
mean additional expense to the
business community in terms of
repatriating foreign workers and
more costs associated with replac-
ing lost employees.

The Chamber has consistently
expressed its opposition on the
three-year limit bill until Deets is-
sued a media statement stressing
that the private sector should be
behind the implementation of the
legislation if such ameasure would
help arrest a federal takeover of
local immigration and minimum
wage control.

Senate Bill 11-71, introduced by
Senator Juan P. Tenorio, proposes
to obligate nonresident workers to
exitthe Commonwealth after three
consecutive years of stay in the
islands before they are allowed to
seek re-employment.

The proposed threé-year limit
will apply to all nonresident work-
ers in the CNMI, except for those
holding professional or executive
positions eamning an annual salary
of more than $30,000.

Asia
Continued from page 2

of the 1980s and 1990s and so had
avoided the excesses of over-in-
vestment and over-borrowing.

“More solid signs of recovery
willemerge in 2000 as more econo-
mies reduce their financial con-
straints and begin torestart produc-
tion,” the report said.

“Exports will increase signifi-
cantly, foreign investment inflows
will return and exchange rates will
strengthen.

“Governments will be freer to
increase their own spending and
reduce interest rates as some of the
pressure comesoffexchangerates.”

Hatcher said some export-fo-
cused Asian businesses had sur-
vived the crisis and for them to
continue it was vital that both com-
panies and banks recognized the
extent of bad debts.

“The continued survival of
poorly performing businesses and
the debts they owe the banks are
smothering lending and affecting
the good businesses,” he said.

The study forecast negative
growth for calendar-year 1999 in
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Korea,
Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand
and also warned that if another
economy fails, it could be China.

“This economy is dominated by
large state-ownedenterprises which
are far more indebted and less com-
petitive than the Korean chaebol
ever were, and the banking system
isin worse shape than any in Asia,”
the report said.

“Transitiontoamarketeconomy
is more gradual and less harmful
than the shock treatment in Russia
and Eastern Europe. Nonetheless,
there is a significant risk of col-
lapse which cannot be ignored.”

o
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Continued from page 1

vehicles beyond the coming
month.

Regulations covering the motor
vehicle insurance policy states that
the minimurn coverage for a person
who dies or sustained body injuries
duringanaccident,shouldbe $15,000.

For a group fatality or injuries
the amount is at $30,000 while for
the destructed or damage prop-
erty, $15,000.

According to the new statute, no
vehicle shall be registered or re-
registered unless the application
for registration or renewal shows it
is covered by insurance.

It added that no one should be
allowed to travel on the roads un-
less the driver has with him proof
of insurance that guarantees him

and the car.

The law has also a similar provi-
sion disallowing operators todrive
on the roads and highways unless
he and the car were covered by
liability insurance.

Anyone found violating the last
provisions shall pay a fine of $100
for the first violation and $150 for
the second offense.

Violators of the second provi-
sion meanwhile will be meted a
$350 fine for their first offense and
$500 for their second violation.

Aside from these, anyone con-
victed on the second provision will
have his driver’s license automati-
cally suspended by the motor ve-
hicle and can only be re-instated if
he had already paid his fines.

If such operatoris caught operat-
ing the vehicle, his license would
only be re-instated if he can show
proof of the car’s insurance.

Guam .

Continued from page 1

able or not, and just leasing or
possessing anunregistered amuse-
ment device can bring severe crimi-
nal penalties.

He said Rev and Tax has there-
fore given notice that all those who
ownor possess anillegal gambling
device must “immediately” stop
allowing anyone to operate the
machine.

Allowing anyone to operate an
illegal gambling device will be
considered a violation of the law,
Duenas said.

Rev and Tax, Duenas said, in-
tends to provide for the orderly
removal and disposal of machines
which were previously registered
as amusement devices but which
are now considered illegal gam-
bling devices.

According to Duenas, Rev and
Tax isnot going to be lenient in any
way.

“The Department will allow
owners or possessors of these de-
vicesuntil Feb. 28, 1999 to destroy
the machines or remove the ma-
.chines from Guam. However, the
operation of those machines right
now is in violation of the law,”
Duenas said.

AGO. ..

Continued from page 5

Leader Ana S. Teregeyo (R-Prec.
1,Saipan),H.L. 11-2statesthat AGO
is already “‘overburdened,” which in
turn hampers the effectiveness of
OPA’’s oversight powers.

In addition, it added, “there are
instances where enforcement may
present a conflict of interest when
the executive branch is involved.”

AGO is under the executive
branch, while OPA is an indepen-
dent body.

Public Auditor Leo L. LaMotte,
in a memo to Kara last month, said
there hasbeen, sofar, over 50refer-
rals to AGO from OPA and other
agencies.

However, according to LaMotte,
“we have not received recent feed-
back from you as to their status, or
feedback as to completion and dis-

Palau .

Continued from page 1

report to be submitted to the US
Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS).

The checklist has been a DFW
project since 1982 and has con-

siderably grown through the years.

The DFW is required to submit
a completed checklist under its
multi-year report to USFWS.

The checklist provides accu-
rate data on the different species
of fish available within the
Commonwealth’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone (EEZ).

A similar project was initiated

in early 1995 by DFW.

Called Shallow and Deep water
Bottom fish Research Manage-
ment, the projectcovers both large
vessel commercial and recre-
ational bottom fish ventures in
the CNMI.

Data collected has been sum-
marized, analyzed and will be
prepared as a DFW technical re-

Compact . ..

Continued from page 1

governments of Palau, the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia and the
Marshalls, which signed Com-
pacts of Free Association with the
uUs.

The Compacts allow these FAS

citizens—Palauans, Micronesians
and Marshallese—to freely im-
migrate intothe US and its insular
areas.

“So far, we’ve been getting the
comments we’ve received from
CNMI governmentagencies have
been supportive of the bill,” Faisao
said.

However, Micronesians resid-

ﬁlug on Saipan have, through let-
ters to the editor, expressed con-
cem over the legislation.

Commissioned by then Gov.
FroilanC. Tenorio, the Hay Group
report stated that Micronesians
residing in the Northern Marianas
cost the commonwealth $21 mil-
lion in 1996, or almost $4,000 per
Micronesian.

Cing ..

Continued from page 1

contract, which the Office of the
Public Auditor considers “highly
questionable,” is legally binding
and valid until voided by a court
decision.

“My contract is supported by
documents, including legal opin-
ion. There was nothing hidden
about it. There was nothing im-
proper,” Rasa said.

“Now if they feel that it is im-
proper, they can bring the issue to

DPH...

Continued from page 5

component of the law since their
nutritional values are no longer the
same as fresh foods do. She said
consumers have the right to de-
mand discounted prices for these
iterns.

Andersen said consumers may
either complaint to the Attorney
General’s Office, or file a lawsuit
by themselves once they encounter
violations of the said law.

Social Hall.

" FIRST DEATH
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position.”

Would Iik.e to invjte all our families, relatives and friends to join us in prayers as we commemo-
rate the first anniversary of passage unto eternal life of our beloved husband and father.

Nightly rosary will be said at 8:00 p.m. from Wednesday, February 17th thru Wednesday,
February 24th, 1999 at the family’s residence in Garapan. Daily Masses wilf also be offered at
Kristo Rai Church at 6:00 a.m. and at San Vicente Church at 6:00 p.m.

On the final day, February 25, 1999, Mass of intention will be offered at Kristo Rai Church in
Garapan at 5:00 p.m. Dinner will be served immediately after the mass at the Kristo Rai Church

Your presence, thoughts and prayers will be greatly appreciated.

Sé 7/4"«4 Ma'ade

court. That’s their prerogative.”

Tinian Mayor Frank M. Borja,
inaJan. 23 letter to TCGCC, said
Rasa’s employment is improper,
adding that the contract should be
reviewed.

But three of the five members
of TCGCC has issued a memo-

randum affirming the validity of
Rasa’s consultancy contract.

Rasa has alleged that the moti-
vation behind the mayor’s letter
s “political.” He did not elabo-
rate.

Borja yesterday declined to
make a comment.

L5%8

Rai Church.

6” S

F‘irs;t Anniversary Rosary’ %

Nightly rosary will be said at the family residence in
China Town at 8:00 p.m. beginning on Friday, Febru-
ary 12, 1999. On the final day Saturday, February 20,
1999. Mass of intention will be at 5:00 p.m. at Kristo
After the mass,
be served at the family residence in China Town.

Kindly join us. Si Yu’us Ma’ase
Regma L. Satlan, 8 hildren amf( Family

)

In loving memory of |
Francisco 1

Camnachs Satlan

Better known as )

i@ Riko-Resian Eaﬁit;mg

e, the family would like to invite relatives and
friends to join us in prayers as we
commemorate his first anniversary rosary.

dinner will
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ANDRES A,

(DAGU)

FEBRUARY 18, 1999.

O ﬂwlng aio/ou-z [ate

SANNICOLAS

WE, THE FAMILY WOULD LIKE TO INVITE ALL OUR
RELATIVES AND FRIENDS TO JOIN US, AS WE
COMMEMORATE THE FIFTH YEAR OF HIS PASSAGE UNTO
ETERNAL LIFE WHICH WILL BEGIN ON THURSDAY,

NIGHTLY ROSARY WILL BE SAID AT 8:00 PM. AT THE
FAMILY RESIDENCE IN FINASISU. ON THE FINAL DAY,
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1999.ROSARY WILL BE SAID AT 5:00
P.M. AT SAINT JUDE CHURCH FOLLOWED BY MASS AT 5:30
P.M. DINNER WILL BE SERVED AFTER THE MASS AT THE
RESIDENCE OF MR. & MRS. JESUS R. AND JOSEPHINE P.
TENORIO (JESUS KORASON-DAGU).

YOUR PRAYERS & PRESENCE IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.

THE FAMILY
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INC. dba M.S.C. Tel. 233-6670(2/
16)T29756

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$634.40 per month

Contact: ANELIA C.M. BUENAFLOR
dba A.W. Aereeme Enterprises Tel. 235-
0309(2/16)T29761

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER,
BUILDING-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: FELIPE N. & AURELIA Q.
BABAUTA dba Phillip’s Enterprises Tel.
288-2128(2/16)T29764

01 (INDUSTRIAL) MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIR-Salary:$4.81 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN INDUSTRIAL CO.
INC. Tel. 234-7415(2/23)T29858

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:56.00-10.00 per hour

9642(3/2)T29932

05 WAITER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 HEAD WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-
4.05 per hour

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL CO., LTD.
dba Saipan Diamond Hotel Tel. 234-
5900(3/2)T77065

02 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 TRIMMER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
03 PACKAGER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
15 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

03 PRESSER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: EXPRESS MANUFACTUR-
ING, INC. Tel. 322-6743(3/2)T29930

REDUCE
THE RISK
OF CANCER.

‘ltcanalso help:.
reduce your weig

being 40% or more overweight puts
you at high risk, it makes sense o foliow
these guidelines for healthy living!

Eat plenty of fruits and vegetables
rich in vitaminsg A and C—oranges,
cantaloupe, strawberries, peaches,
apricots, broccoll, caullfiower, *

: bmsselsprouts,cabbage Eata

High-fiber, low-fat diet that includes
whole-graln breads and cereals such

Andsincea 12-year study shows that

and
Regional
Newspaper
All of it

n one.

sate: (1) 1o withdraw the property listed for sale
in this Notice before sale or before a bid for such
property is accepted; (2) to adjourn the sale with-
oul notice atany time before any specific property
is struck off, without incurring any liability what-
soever thereby: and (3) 1o reject, on behalt of the
seller, any or all bids, for any reason.

¢. Bids. Bids may be submitted in advance
for any or all of the property listed in this Notice.
The highestof such bids will automatically be con-
sidered the opening bid for the item. Advance bids
may be submitted only in writing, signed by the
bidder, and delivered 1o the faw oftices of White,
Pierce, Mailiman & Nutting. Jocten Center, Susupe.
Saipan, Northern Mariana [sknds. The bidder as-
sumes all sk of non-delivery, e delivery. or mis-
delivery of bids. Any person. including the Plain-
titf, may bid in person at the auction sale. whether
or not such person has submitted an advance bid.

d. Disputes, The undersigned may resubmit
any property listed inthis Notice il a dispute arises
as o any bid thereon,

Enforcement of Auction Sale.

TUESDAY, FEB. 16, 1999
Born today, you oftenactasif you
know it all, and what is most
surprising’is that you are able to
prove that this is true more often
than not! The secret, of course, is
that you are never shamed by dis-
covering something you don’t
know, and you are quick to do
whatever homework is necessary
to see that you learn all you can
about a given topic. It’s a ques-
tion of confidence, and you al-
ways maintain an air of absolute
poise and security even when
things are falling apart around
you. You teach by example, be-

mouth in any given situation to-
day will prove to be the most
important for you. You’ll want to
give the right impressions!
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
—Others will want to know more
than you’re willing or able to tell

without getting more familiarwith -

the facts. Don’t feed the rumor
mill today.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— A mystery is likely to develop
today which proves to be more
complicated than you had antici-
pated. Yourinvolvement with oth-
ers will increase.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

The actions you take will indeed
be out of character.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
Be sure to treat those around you
in a manner befitting the situa-
tion. You don’t want to be ac-
cused of being irreverent or disre-
spectful.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— You may be acting in a manner
that attracts far more attention
than usual. There are those who
may doubt the sincerity of your
actions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — You’ll be reaching
for something that has been in

Why is it so hard
to fool a snake?

g;‘?;;?;}ég/lﬁjégggPORAﬂON Tel. 235- g:y:;f ldsE Sei-r{(h)o,\lﬂlrs- lslx;gg é(')‘ ;Sar;grilr; ﬁ;séats, ﬂsr:. gi?ﬁnﬂdpmﬁyt fr?f:'m l’,u%ﬂ%:.,E:f:{1:::,1:[\:,2“1{::'%:&::2111(5:\) f:n) having in ways you wish. others = —Takecarethatyourattentionto  your sights for some time. Today, - EN '
03 CABLE SPLICER-Salary:53.05-3.50 8:;;’;:;;5;‘;‘3,‘;;}:;,2;’35;‘332°“° the purchiase price immediately after the sale is wouldemulate and imitate intheir ~ detail does not vary as you re-  however, you may actually feel Because you
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Contact: SANTOS JACOB dba Norly 500 00 per month AMERICAN WiT i care of White, Picrce. Maitman & Nutting. Fortunately, you are notoverly  again throughout the day. Be a CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. { \ TJ EED
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01 COOK-Salary:$3.50-4.00 per hour
Contact: SAIPAN SEA VENTURES,
INC. Tel. 233-3973(2/16)T76819

02 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:53.05-3.25

02 H.E. MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

01 MAINTENANCE, MECHANICTELE-
PHONE-Salary:$3.05 per hour-800.00
per month

Plantit? will retain the deposit as biquidated dam-
ages. and will again ofter the property for sake.

b, Memorandum of Sale, 1t requested by the
undersigned. every successtul bidder must sign a
Memorandum of Sale, immediately after the sale

tude would be virtually intoler-
able. You are patient and gener-
ous with others, and you never
insist that anyone do anything ata

— You are likely to discover

" something today that may change

the way you look at certain indi-
viduals in your “inner circle.”

necessary in the allotted time to-
day. Don’tbe too quick to think it
can’t be done. Have faith!

“THE BEST FAMILY
MOVIE OF THE YEAR.”

per hour Contact: ORIENTAL ENTERPRISES v S ari ; of any property is struck off at auction. - . . . . ~ANK SHATILLR, KCOP-TV (UPK)

02 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour ING. doa Marianas Communication Ser - . %ﬁﬁﬂﬂfﬁ.%ﬂﬁ, x~ . Coun Apgrosal Reagined, Every salessub- pace that is unsuitable or unsaﬁ?. Discuss things openly. “ "
02 AUTO PAINTER-Salary:$3.05 per vices Tel. 234-7878(3/2)T77071 ee ject to approved by the Count. The auctioneer You know that everyone has his CANCER (June 21-July 22) A PEHFEGT HU”DAY mEATn
hour . makes o warmanties or promises with respect (o or her own “learning curve.” " — You may not be feeling in- -NANCT JAY ALOSKY, ABC-TY
@wa%lmfﬂ

PICTURES TRESEN
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01 PLUMBER-Salary:5950.00 per
month

Contact: PHILIPPINE GOODS CON-
STRUCTION, INC. dba General Con-
struction Contractor Tel. 234-6485(2/
16)T76801

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$550.00-
650.00 per month

Contact: PELLEY ENTERPRISES, INC.
Tel. 233-9298(2/16) 776817

01 MANAGER,

ary:$3,000.00 per month

Contact: CARONEL SAIPAN INC. dba

Caronel Watch Center Tel. 234-6547(3/
2)T77081

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER

BLDG.-Salary:$4.00 per hour

Contact: NICANOR A. BOCAGO dba
Bocago Enterprises Tel. 234-5232(3/

2)T29939

STORE-Sal-

Beautiful

someone out

there needs
your help...
volunteer.

AMERICAN

court approval of the sale. including but not lim-
ited 10 the time in which such approval may be
aranted. Nodelay inthe grining of court approval
shall be ground for any claim, adjustment, or re-
scission by any suceessful bidder. The successful
bidder will be prompuly notified i and when count
approvil is granied.

Change of Terms and Conditions. The under-
signed and the Pliintiff reserve the nght to change
any ol the terms hereof by announcement, written
ororl. made before the auction sale or at the com-
mencement thereol, and such change or changes.

Also born on this date are:
Sonny Bono, singer and congress-
man; John McEnroe, tennis
player; Edgar Bergen, actor and
ventriloquist.

To see what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthday star be your

spired about the work you have to
do today. Taking the first step
will be tricky, but following up
should be easier.

LEO (July23-Aug.22)—You
and a loved one will want to take
advantage of an opportunity to
openly discuss asituation that may
be uncomfortable to both of you.

Wed 7:00  Thu 7:00

04 DELIVERY ROUTE TRUCK . — by virtue of this chuse. shall be hinding onall bid- daily guide. VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Fri 7:00-9:30
DRIVER-Salary:53.05-9.00 per hour Classified Ads } CANCER s by ot v, WEDNESDAY, FEB. 17 You may have wrouble belie-ing S 206 8307706
’ . u

Contact: SAIPAN ICE & WATER CO.,
INC. Tel. 233-3973(2/16)T76816

FIRST

%Z SOCIETY"

DATED. this 11 duy of January, 1999;
’s' JOHN B. JOYNER, Auctionger

AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb. 18)
— The first things out of your

your own responses to various
unexpected developments today.

MSVIE HBUSE
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Guam...

Continued from page §

U.S.S. Thatchis docked on island
until Friday before returning toits
home base in Yokusuka, Japan.
Members of the Armed Services
observe the national holiday and
the sailors were relieved from

duties to relax for the day,.

Triebeabach said.
This is the first time Joel and

Triebeabach have visited the is-
land, so they planned to do an
island tour and do a little shop-
ping before they return to the ship.

President’s Day was meant to
celebrate the Washington and
Lincoln’s birthdays, but over the
years, the day has expanded to
“be a holiday to celebrate all the
presidents who came before, to
remember and honor them,” said
Joel.

Kara. ..

Continued from page 3

Guam.

Deputy US Marshal Rex
Fullmer, Palefsky said, told him
that the change in policy was
prompted by a recent DOJ investi-
gation into the substandard DOC
conditions.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Robert
Steinborn, in the govemment’s re-
sponse to the motion, stated that
Sablan alleges that he was sub-
jected to arbitrary and capricious
punishment and therefore should
be released from jail.

“This is merely an attempt to
relitigate that issue without pro-
viding any details for the pros-
ecution to argue coherently,”
Steinborn pointed out.

CUC...

Continued from page 3

ing to the report.

The utilities agency also spent
lessinoffice supplies, posting $366
in savings out of the allotted $500
budget.

Overall, the utilities agency’s
total budget for its operation and
administrative functions is pegged

at $141,500 for the whole fiscal
year.

Of'this, travel allotmentcornered
the lion’s share with $99,550, fol-
lowed by official representation at
$35,000.

Some $5,000 was allotted for
miscellaneous expenses and
$2,000 for office supplies.

The overall budget was de-
rived from the previous years’
expenses.

"~
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Continem.\

Airlines 2%

Poll . ..

Continued from page 3

cruises, and gun shooting.

Golf participation was also low.
Mangilao Golf Club and Country
Club of the Pacific were the top
two clubs in attendance. New this

Micronesian . . .
Continued from page 32

Women's Professional Division

Yoshie Ishinoda Japan
Yoko Tosa Japan
Hisako Hagihara Japan

Sachiko Shibazaki Japan
Masters Division

George Gesner Philippines
Michio Satto Japan
Masato Ogawa Japan
Hironori Ishihara Japan
Danie! Lamar Rota
Hidetoshi Nitta Japan
Kazuhiko Ono Japan
Wesley Bogdan Saipan
Takahiro Saito . Japan
Kenji Adachi Japan
Masashi Mita Japan
Women’s Open Division
Ayako Suzuki Japan
Megumi Sano Japan
Ann Jordan Saipan
Mie Suzuki Japan
Ayumi Suzuki Saipan
Chinami Takura Japan
Sonya Eversen Hawaii
lkuko Takasuka Japan
Seiko Nakajima * Saipan
Men’s Open Division
Bob Taguchi Saipan
_Jeff Elliot Saipan
Manny Cabili Philippines
Takashi Fuijii Japan
Jun Tomita Japan
Kiyoaki Nakajima Japan
Masahiro Shimada Japan
Mamoru Hatamata Japan
Robert Ignacio Guam
Norimitsu Ono Japan
Koji Hashimoto Japan
Shinji Ishiwata Japan
Toshio Takemura Japan
Yoshihiro Kitami Japan
Taro Kawasaki- Japan
Marival George Philippines
Hiroshi Tajima Japan
Kazuhiro Katano Japan
Kayuyoshi Kato Japan
Dave San Agustin Guam

year was a series of questions
probing various dimensions of the
golfing experience. The survey
sample rated enjoyment, quality
and service positively, while fa-
cilities and expense were rated
neutral.

One series of questions new to
the survey asks visitors torespond
to a series of questions regarding
their dining experience outside of
their accommodations. Each of
the five factors received a mildly
positive rating with the exception

of “Value for the Money,” which

eamed ascore of 4.9 on the seven-
point scale. From top to bottom,
the other dimensions were staff
friendliness, service, cleanliness
and quality.

This budget-conscious trend is
also very visible in Japan itself. To
accommodate the trend, Japanese
stores have been adding more value
offered to customers, such as 24-
houroperation, betterlocationsand
lower prices. Retailers are also
making a variety of efforts to at-
tract paying customers.

With anxiety mounting about
future income and job security,
Japanese consumers are holding
ontighttotheirmoney. Realhouse-

hold spending among white-collar
workers fell 1.8 percent in 1998,
the biggest annual drop since the
minus2.4percentrecordedin 1974,
according to Japan’s Management
and Coordination Agency.
A recent bestseller in Japan,
“Setsuyaku Seikatsu no Susume”
(“Recommending an Economical
Life™) by Eriko Yamazaki, has
sold about 580,000 copies in 25
printings since being released by
Asuka Shinsha Inc. in October
1998. The book’s central purpose
is to advise readers how to “cut
wasteful spending and buy what
they really want.” The book is
said to be especially popular
among housewives, who were
profligate spenders during the
bubble economy. '
“Consumersare after value that’s
worth spending on,” Japanese me-
dia quotes Hakuhodo Institute of
Life and Living President Hidehiko
Sekizawa as saying. “Today they
only buy the goods and services
that are valuable to them in the

. quantities they need and whenthey

need them. Price matters little if
there is value. Evencheapand tacky
products can do well if it makes
people feel rich.”

I0C...

‘Continued from page 32

He says the loan has been re-
paid and that he did not know of
the transaction until years after it
was made.

He says it had nothing to do
with Salt Lake City’s bid and was
a personal loan from Welch, and
has been explained to the IOC.

Seiulisays accusations that Ber-
lin Bid Committee (for the 2000
Olympic games) sent him and his
brother airline tickets to travel to
Berlin, first surfaced in 1995, and
were cleared then.

He says he tried tofight accusa-
tions in the German press, Berlin
House of Representatives and the
State Auditor General's office,
that his brother did not go to Ber-
lin but did not return his ticket, by
sending photos of them in Berlin.

Seiuli says the IOC arranged
the tickets, which were paid
through them.

Saipan. ..

Continued from page 32

weatheron Friday. It’s one of the
risk of windsurfing events. But
were very fortunate, we had two
great days of sailing, and we got
really ~good results.
It would be good to have eight
or nine races. But once you get
up to seven races, that’s a good
number to have, you can dis-
card two, and keep your best
five races. Which should be
very fair, so that the best racers
win. It’s quite fair,” added
Owen.

“This is the last event of the
tour. We now go into produc-
ing the TV shows, getting them
distributed, and start getting
ready for next year.

*“The Asia Windsurfing Tour
will start in Malaysia. We are
looking into increasing the num-
ber of events,” concluded
Owens.

Firm . ..

Continued from page 3

transfer stations.

Marpi, situated at the northern
end of Saipan, has been desig-
nated as the landfill site.

The program would be needing
$16 million and funds must be
raised to complete the project,
which will be partially funded
through CIP, a federal govern-
ment grant.

Based on earlier studies, the
government should spend ap-
proximately $60 million to $90
million over the next 10 years to
build incinerators and open a new
landfill.

The closure of the Puerto Rico

dump site remains a concern of
the US Environmental Protection
Agency which issues a Compli-
ance Order to the CNMI govern-
ment in September 1994,

The Division of Environmental
Quality previously batted for the
immediate establishmentof a sani-
tary landfill even without the in-
cinerators to facilitate the closure
of the Puerto Rico dump site.

The DEQ said the next issue to
be addressed, if an incinerator is
built to dispose of solid waste
accumulated in the dump site, is
where to dump the ashes.

Aside from this, the emission
of incinerators may be pose dan-
ger to the people’s health since a
lot of people catch rainwater to
drink. ‘

12 municipal . . .

Continued from page 3

Of the $500,000, the delegation
set $240,000 for the salaries of the
12 employees after the mayor’s
office notified them it could no
longer keep their services because
it has no money.

The mayor’s office is now coor-
dinating with the finance office to
solve the problem, however, the
former could not move pending
results of AGO’s review.

The 12 employees were among
those that were affected when the
governmentannounced budgetcuts
for the different agencies for the
current fiscal year.

PSS. ..

Continued from page 3

system 13.41 percent cut like the
rest of government agencies, the
government only suggested a 9
percent cut for PSS.

“But half of the cut for the
whole year must take place at
the first half of the fiscal year.
So it means, we are getting less
based on the revised resources.
If cash wasn’t a problem in the
government, then they wouldn’t
be revising the allotments,”
Matson said.

Matson said the federal gov-
ernment has allowed PSS to use
some of its grants to finance the
payroll for its personnel.

“We will take every penny
that we can afford without jeop-
ardizing the operations of that
fund. We will take every penny
and help pay the payroll. Like if
our payroll is $1.2 million, the
CNMI will only have to pay
900,000 and we will pay the rest
by stripping out this extra
money,” Matson said. ’
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Lakers uniform awaits Rodman

INGLEWOOD, California (AP)
— Dennis Rodman is expected to
be in a Los Angeles Lakers uni-
form Tuesday night against the
Charlotte Hornets, a source close
to the team said.

The source, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity, said late
Sunday he expected Rodman to
sign a contract “late tonight, to-
morrow, or Tuesday at the latest.”

The Lakers first expressed an
interest in the seven-time NBA re-
bounding championtwo weeks ago
whenhe metwithownerJerry Buss
for dinner.

Rodman didn’t attend the Lak-
ers’ 101-99 loss to Indiana on Sun-
day, although the word spreading
around the Forum was that he had
tickets but didn’t use them.

Rodman, who turns 38 in May,
has played on five of the last 10

NB A champions, including the last
three with the Chicago Bulls.

His career scoring average is just
7.5 points, but he is one of the
greatest rebounders in league his-
tory with a 13.2 average. No other
player ever won seven straight re-
bounding titles.

After Michael Jordan’s retire-
ment last month, the Bulls opted

not to pursue Rodman. He flirted

with the idea of signing with Or-
lando or Miami, but both teams
backed off.

Lakers center Shaquille O’Neal
has said repeatedly he supports the
acquisition of Rodman.

With Rodman’s history, it’s im-
possible to assume anything is cer-
tain. Asfarashiserratic behavioris
concerned, Lakers coach Del Har-
rissaid if Rodmanbecomes amem-
ber of the team, he won't prejudge

him.

“You really don’t know aplayer
until you've coached him in this
league,” Harris said Saturday. “I
think you're better off not listening
to the rumors and everything and
just finding out ways to work with
the people that you do have.

“There are always ways to work
with people. You just have to find
the different communicating meth-
ods that are required or in some
cases non-communicating meth-
ods that are required and go from
there.”

When asked before Sunday’s
game if Rodman would be the miss-
ing link for the Lakers, Harris re-
plied, “We certainly have done well
so far without Dennis. You never
want to say you can’t get some-
place if you don’t have somebody
you don’t have.”

By ED SCHUYLER JR.
LAS VEGAS (AP) —Respect.
Oscar De La Hoya earned it by
outpointing Ike Quartey, then
said he gave his opponent too
much of it in the fight.

“I've just got to go out there
and fight,” the WBC welter-
weight champion said of his
split-decision victory Saturday
night.

De La Hoya, who had said
Quartey would be the toughest
test of his career, got up from a
sixth-round knockdown, won
the last three rounds on all three
cards and knocked down the
challenger and almost stopped
him in the 12th round.

“I beat one of the best in the
world out there,” said De La
Hoya, now 30-0, with 24 knock-
outs. Quartey of Ghana, a former
WBA champion who was
stripped of that title, lost for the
first time against 34 wins, 29 by
knockouts, and onc draw.

There was talk of a rematch,
as there always is after a good
fight.

“T want to fight all the best
fighters out there,” De La Hoya

Oscar DeLa Hoya earns
respect the hard

said. “If I beat the best, then I'll
give him a rematch.” .

A fight between De La Hoya
and the winner of a bout between
unbeaten IBF champion Felix
Trinidad and Pernell Whitaker on
Saturday in Madison Square Gar-
den would be attractive.

Whitaker lost a disputed deci-
sion to De La Hoya in 1997. The
WBA champion is James Page.
Several good super lightweights
also could move up to challenge
De La Hoya.

First, De La Hoya is expected
to defend against Oba Carr, who
won a 10-round decision over
Frankie Randall.

Of the sixth-round knockdown
that came after De La Hoya had
dropped Quartey earlier in the
round, De La Hoya said: “I
thought, ‘Hey, I'm going to get
right back up and stay in this
fight.” I'm not a quitter.

“He showed tremendous heart,”
said Gil Clancy, De La Hoya’s
co-trainer. “That’s what won it
for him. He spent the entire fight
fighting Quartey’s fight.”

“T thought 1 won the fight,”
Quartey said. "I did everything.

He did nothing. He came to
survive. That’s all he did.”’

De La Hoya, however, ap-
peared to have won most of the
close rounds by being busier.

After 11 rounds, De La Hoya
trailed by three points on one
card, and led by two and one on
the other two.

“Robert (Alcazar, the co-
trainer) told him to go out and
look good in thisround,” Clancy
said.

“Truly, T thought I was in
total control,” De LaHoya said.
“I never thought I had to come
back dramatically.” ‘

Whatever he thought, De La
Hoya took Alcazar’s advice. He
knocked down Quartey with a
left hook early in the round, then
trapped him on the ropes and
landed a barrage of 17 punches.
Quartey punched back enough to

&

LA Lakers’ Shaquille O'Neal (center) puts in a shot over Indiana Pacers’

Sam Perkins during the second period at the Great Western Forum in

Inglewood, Calif., Sunday. Ap

weeks.

was successful.

keep the fight from being stopped.

All three judges gave De La
Hoyaa two-point round, making
the final tallies 115-114 for
Quartey and 115-112 and 115-
113 for De La Hoya.

The Associated Press card
favored De La Hoya 116-111.

L{- & 5

Oscar De La Hoya of Calif., backs Ike Qua
decision after 12 rounds. AP

T

rtey of Ghana into a corner. De La Hoya won the bout by way of

The Houston Rockets said the procedure to repair a torn muscle

Barkley, the league’s leading rebounder at 17.0 per game, ini-
tially tried to play through his pain last week and treat the problem
with rehabilitation and medication.

But after discomfort continued and Barkley had trouble even
bending his leg Saturday, he and the team chose surgery.

Barkley had led the Rockets after recovering fully from off-

Barkley undergoes
successful surgery

HOUSTON (AP)— Charles Barkley has undergone surgery for a
left knee injury that will keep him out of action for the next 3-4

season double hernia and elbow surgery. During Houston’s 4-1
start, Barkley averaged 19.2 points and collected at least 15 re-

bounds in each game.

|

Sorenstam’s bogey
cost her a victory

By BETH HARRIS
GLENDALE,California (AP)—
The Swede everyone expected to
win didn’t.

Annika Sorenstam missed a 3-
foot (1-meter) par putt on the first
hole of a sudden death playoff,
giving fellow Swede Catrin
Nilsmark her first LPGA victory in
the Valley of the Stars tournament
Sunday.

“That's what it takes to beat
Annika, you've got to have alittle
bit of luck,” said Nilsmark, who
carned $97,500 in her first career
playoff.

Sorenstamrallied from five shots
down early in the round to force the
playoff with a 4-foot (1.3-meter)
birdie putt on the 440-yard (400-
yard), par-5 18th, It was her third
birdie in three days on the hole that
later stymied her.

“I'm not shocked, I'm very dis-
appointed,” said Sorenstam, the
LPGA's player of the year and
leading moneywinner in 1998. “I
fought really well. I was five shots
behind and it’s a tough course to
chase somebody.”

She and Nilsmark, a fifth-year
pro whose previous best finish was
a third-place tie, ended regulation
deadlocked at 22-under 204.

Sorenstam shot a final round 5-
under 67, while Nilsmark had a 71
at Oakmont Country Club.

The playoff began on the 18th.
Nilsmark’s approach landed in the
bunker. She hit out and the ball
cane to a rest below the hole. Her
birdie putt barely slid past on the
right, leaving her an easy par putt.

“I would've liked to make my
(birdie) putt and wait for her to feel
the pressure,” Nilsmark said.

Ay




Saipan in ‘Asia

By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
“MICRO Beach, It’s a fantastic
place, the water is beautiful, the
beach is perfect, the winds are

strong, the énvironment is all set
up for windsurfing, this ranks

" rightup there with the best places

in Asia,” said, Asia Windsurfing
Tour organizer, Andrew Owen.

The 18th Annual Micronesian
Open, windsurfing competition
concluded yesterday. Afterthree
days of windsurfing competition.

Yesterday’s very calm weather

Managaha /sland can be seen from a distance as w1ndsun‘ers compete in the MlcroneSIan Open.

8 APIA (Pacnews) — Samoa’s
member on the International

Wallwork, has noalternative but
to resign for his own sake and
thatof the country, says the pub-
lisher of the Samoa Observer,
Savea Sano Malifa.

In an editorial Friday, Savea
said even if Seiuli is innocent in
the bidding scandal that has
rocked the IOC, he should still
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Olympic Committee, Seiuli Paul

| Samoan I0C member pressured to resrgn

resign for his country’s sake.
Savea says it is not right for
Seiuli to continue to sit on the
committee when his name is be-
ing linked to the Salt Lake City

. bidding scandal.

Seiuli has dismissed contro-
versy over reports that members
of the Stockholm bidding com-
mittee footed a one hundred and
fifty dollar medical bill for his
daughter while they were in Swe-
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Comrlbuted photo

den, and that his family had §
taken a loan from Salt Lake §
City Organising Committee §
Vice President, Tom Welch. @
Seiuli says the explanations g
for the matters show there is §
nothing controversial about
them. ¢
He says the incidents are old }!
and he is surprised that they have
resurfaced now, after him giving q
!

a full explanation to the IOC.

IOC member drsmrsses
allegations of bribery

I

| APIA (Pacnews) — Samoa’s
; member of the IOC, Seiuli Paul
| Wallwork, says recent revela-
| tions linking him to the bribery
! scandal sweeping through the
1 Olympic movement are non-is-
! sues.

. He says he is amazed that an
i 1ssue has been made out of the
i one hundred and fifty dollar
| medical bill incurred for the treat-
ment of his daughter during a
visit to Stockholm.

While in Sweden as a guest of
organisers of that country’s bid
¢ for the Olympic games, his
! daughter fell ill.

He says it was just a head cold
but the organisers insisted that
the doctor come to see her, prob-
ably because they were trying to

impress him.

Seiuli said it was within the
rules for organisers of bids to :
pay the expenses of their -
guests.

He says he would never ask
guests to pay for a doctor if !
they fell ill but he would have
been easily able to pay for his
daughter’s treatment.

On reports of a loan from
Salt Lake City Organising
Committee (SLOC) vice-
president Tom Welchto Sciuli,
he saysit was made in Novem-
ber 1991 when there was no :
bidding for any games.

Seiuli says their families are ;
very good friends and kneweach |
other well before then.

i
Continued on page 30 1
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SAIPAN

Open .'ﬁhal- |
race results

Men’s Professional Division

Noriyuki Shirowa Japan
Robbie Rodis Australia
Belbeich Patice France
Akihiko Yamada Japan
Masashi Morota Japan
Keiichi Kobayashi Japan
Oka Sulaksana Indonesia
Yasuharu Suzuki Japan
Atsushi Kodama Japan
Kinichi Kodama Japan
Norihiro Suzuki Japan
Kazuo Okada Japan
Shinya Kunieda Japan

Continued on page 30

had tournament officials calling
ita wrap after six heats, instead of
the originally scheduled eight.
“Saturday and Sunday the
weather conditions were decent,
it wasn't perfect. But, the races
went on, they had six races com-

pleted, they were hoping to get

seven. Monday the weather was
just terrible,” said Marianas Visi-

" events into one

Windsurf Tour’

“The Asia Windsurfing Tour,
brings together the four regional
“tour”. The
windsurfing tour starts in Malay-
sia then moves on to Indonesia,

" then the Philippines, and finally

tors Authority Events Coordina- -

tor, Jack Diaz.

“As part of the Asia
Windsurfing Tour, Saipan will
be getting a lot of publicity.

“We had this event on our cal-
endar as part of the “Visit The
Marianas’ 99" promotion,” added
Diaz.

Optimistn is the word as the
event organizers are now focus-
ing their attention on next year’s
event. '

“I’m optimistic our supporters

- will still be strong for the follow-

ing years,” added Diaz.
The event was expected to at-

* tract about 100 participants, some

from as far away as France and
Australia. While not that many
racers flocked to the ocean, it was
nonetheless a very good turnout,
59 racers participated.

“This is a good turnout but we
expected about 80 to 100 partici-
pants, “said Shiegru Tomita.
“Other windsurfers were not able
to arrive due to unavailability of
flights, ** said Tomita.

“But overall it was good,”
Tomita said.

Tomita is the founder of the
Micronesian Open, 18 years ago.

A new face on the scene is
Andrew Owen.

Owen is the promoter of the
“Asia Windsurfing Tour.,”

toSaipan,” said Owens, aBritish,
who resides in Hong Kong.

The your has great potential to
expose the CNMI worldwide, es-
pecially to the wmdsurﬁng en--
thusiast.

“This is the first year the Asia
Windsurfing Tour was held. "It
was only in 1998 that we got the
tour together, so it’s a first for
everyone. It doesn’t change the
event. Next year when we come
back it will be the 19th
Micronesian Open, and we will
be a part of it. It just means that
the event is now part of a bigger
tour. It will mean more publicity,
more mediainterest. It means the
events will attract more competi-
tors, stronger competitions. And
it’s good for the sport, because it
builds the sport,” added Owens.

“The real benefits of being in
the tour, is the publicity that it
generates. We've had two films
crew here. Their shows go outto
120 countries around the world.
Asia Sports TV of Hong Kong,
and Sports Show International
from United Kingdom. They both
produce their own shows. Those
shows will be broadcast around
the world, such ason ESPN. What
it means is we have an event here
in Saipan, which is real high-
quality, it’s got real character,
and it will now be seen by people
all around the globe,” said An-
drew

“I was a bit womed about the

Continued on page 30

Winners in the ‘pro” division are Yoshie Ishinoda (left) and Noriyuki

Shirowa. Both won exactly identical finishes, First place in heats 1 -5,

and second place in heat Six,

Photo by Tony Celis
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