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Congress of the Hnited States
HWashington, DC 20515
October 30, 2003

The Honorable Bill Young The Honorable David Obey
Chairman Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
H-218, The Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-6015 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Young and Ranking Member Obey:

Thank you for your past efforts to secure greater funding for global HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and
malaria programs. We strongly urge you to continue these efforts by securing $3 billion for
global HIV/AIDS funding between the FY’04 Foreign Operations and Labor-HHS-Education
Appropriations bills as you wrap up negotiations on a final omnibus bill for the year.

As the President said in the State of the Union Address earlier this year, “seldom has history
offered a greater opportunity to do so much for so many.” If we truly want to fulfill the promise
of this statement, we must seize the opportunity now and provide S3 billion for our global AIDS
programs this year.

The recent Executive Board meeting of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria in Thailand demonstrated that a sizable gap in funding still exists for these three
diseases, despite a substantial need and capacity for absorbing more resources. The World

Health Organization will also launch a major new HIV/AIDS initiative on World AIDS Day that
will provide anti-retroviral treatments to 3 million people by 2005 by streamlining treatment
protocols and building capacity for treatment.

We believe very strongly that our level of spending on the global AIDS pandemic must rise to
the $3 billion mark authorized by this Congress and signed into law by the President last May to
better coordinate our HIV/AIDS activities with these two international organizations.

The lives of millions of people in the developing world literally hinge upon whether or not this
Congress can dedicate another $1 billion to fully fund our global AIDS programs. For their sake,
and for the sake of the estimated 14 million children who have already been orphaned by AIDS,
we urge you to support an increase in funding that will provide S3 billion this year.

Y W 0

Sherrod Brown, M.C.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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