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FLASH I

NO SOONER HAD THE MARCH, 1989 "CALL FOR JUSTICE" ROLLED OFF THE
PRESSES, THE COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE FOR DOMINGO AND VIERNES

RECEIVED NEWS THAT JUDGE BARBARA ROTHSTEIN IS MOVING THE

TRIAL DATE TO LATE AUGUST/SEPTEMBER. WHILE THERE ARE NUMEROUS
REASONS FOR THIS POSTPONEMENT, THE PRINCIPAL ONE APPEARS TO

BE THE CONTINUED STONEWALLING BY U.S. GOVERNMENT AGENCIES RESULTING
IN DELAYS IN OBTAINING DISCOVERY IMPORTANT TO THE PLAINTIFFS'

CASE. THE EXACT DATE OF THE TRIAL WILL BE REPORTED IN OUR NEXT
NEWSLETTER.

——
<>



BHILIPPINE RESEARCH/RESOURCE FILE

National Newsletter of:
COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE FOR DOMINGO AND VIERNES

Project of Church Council of Greater Seattle

ASIA COLLECTION

INIVERSITY OF HAWAIl LIBRARY March 1989

MAY COURT DATE SET

O

N MAY 29, 1989, NEARLY EIGHT YEARS AFTER THE
MURDERS OF SILME DOMINGO AND GENE VIERNES,
former Philippine dictator Ferdinand Marcos and other high

officials who participated in the murder conspiracy will be tried for

their crimes.

It's been a long wait, but the Committee for Justice for Domingo
and Viernes (CJDV) believes that a victory in this court case will set
an important legal precedent: that foreign dictators who engage in
acts of political terrorism will have to answer for their actions.

The trial of “Domingo v. Marcos,” scheduled to be held in federal
district court in Seattle, will provide an opportunity to finally expose
and bring to justice the ruthless conspirators who masterminded and

carried out these murders.

HISTORY OF CASE

Domingo and Viernes, prominent
anti-Marcos activists in Seattle, were
shot to death on June 1, 1981 in the
office of Cannery Union, Local 37 of
the International Longshoremen’s and
Warehousemen’s Union (ILWU),
where they worked as union officials.
Viernes died instantly, but Domingo
lived long enough to name the two
assailants, Ben Guloy and Jimmy
Ramil. The two “hitmen"—and a third
co-conspirator, Tony Dictado—were
tried and convicted of the murders,
but the justice efforts did not end
there. It was clear that others—more
powerfully situated—had directed the
assassinations. Under that theory, a
major effort was launched to uncover
evidence of the complicity of other
parties.

In 1982, the families and friends of
Domingo and Viernes filed a $30
million civil suit charging that the
murders were committed as part of an
illegal conspiracy to silence U.S. critics
of the Marcos dictatorship.

Among those named as defendants
in the original civil suit were Marcos
and his wife, Imelda; former Secretary
of State Alexander Haig; U.S. Attorney

General William Smith; former Local
37 President Tony Baruso; and agents
of the U.S. and Philippine govern-
ments who surveilled members of the
anti-Marcos movement in the United
States.

In the years since the suit was filed,
the CJDV has assembled, bit by bit, the
major pieces of the murder conspiracy.
The Committee has acquired revealing
documents through the Freedom of
Information Act, interviewed hundreds
of witnesses and taken depositions
from numerous individuals, including
Ferdinand Marcos, who fled to Hawaii
after his 1986 overthrow as ruler of the
Philippines.

The CJDV reached the inescapable
conclusion that the murders were
directed from the highest levels of the
Philippine government, starting with
Marcos, whose clear motive was to
silence Domingo and Viernes, who
had become éffective and outspoken
leaders of the anti-Marcos movement
in the United States.

In fact, in the month before the
murders, Silme and Gene had success-
fully introduced a resolution at an
ILWU convention in Hawaii, con-
demning the repression of the trade

union movement in the Philippines
and calling for an investigative team to
visit that country.

THE MURDER CONSPIRACY

The CJDV believes that the orders
and money for the Domingo-Viernes
murders moved down through the
following chain of command: Mar-
cos—General Fabian Ver—Dr. Leonilo
Malabed—Local 37 President Tony
Baruso—Tony Dictado, Ben Guloy
and Jimmy Ramil.

Forced to make a deposition at his
Hawaiian beachfront estate in 1986,
Marcos admitted that his intelligence
agencies gathered, analyzed and
disseminated intelligence information
on the anti-Marcos opposition in the
United States.

The CJDV has established that
military attaches at the Seattle Consu-
late provided monthly reports to their
superiors in Manila, including reports
on the Coalition Against the Marcos
Dictatorship and the Union of Demo-
cratic Filipinos (KDP), of which
Domingo and Viernes were members.

Additionally, the CJDV discovered
that Philippine intelligence had
received false reports that Viernes, in
April of 1981, had brought $290,000 to
members of the KMU, an anti-Marcos
free trade union movement in the
Philippines. That piece of informa-
tion—coupled with information about
his role in introducing the resolution at
the ILWU convention—made him a
likely target for physical violence.

The CJDV has also established that
Leonilo Malabed, a San Francisco
physician and close friend of Marcos,
administered the Mabuhay Corpora-
tion, an intelligence slush fund set up
by Marcos and General Fabian Ver to

continued on page 3




WHAT IS

THE COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE?

Father Bill Davis, Christic Institute, 1982 teach-in
on Stlkwood case.

N COMMENVORATION OF THE 67TH ANV ERSARY OF THE MURDERS OF
GENE VIERNES AND SILME DOMINGO

EAGAN'S FOREIGN POLICY COMES HOME?
ATTACKS ON OUR DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

Congressperson Jobn Conyers, 1987 teach-in
on U.S. foreign policy.

Gene Viernes and Silme Domingo, Dispatcher and
Secretary-Treasurer of Local 37, International Long-
shoremen’s and Warehousemen'’s Union, were gunned
down on the afternoon of June 1, 1981 while working
in their union office in Seattle, Washington. Viernes
was killed instantly, while Domingo survived for 24
hours, enabling him to name their assailants.

Domingo and Viernes were anti-Marcos labor
activists committed to local community organizing
efforts. In 1981 and 1982, three local men were
convicted for their roles in the murders. However,
these men were only the hired gunmen. The Commit-
tee for Justice for Domingo and Viernes uncovered
evidence that the U.S. and Philippine governments
were ultimately responsible for the murders.

On September 14, 1982, a civil suit was filed by the
families of Domingo and Viernes, charging that the
assassinations of Domingo and Viernes were ordered
by the Philippine government of Ferdinand Marcos.
The $30 million civil rights suit charges that the
murders stem from an illegal operation of Philippine
agents sent here to harass and silence the anti-Marcos
opposition movement here in the U.S. The suit further
charges that U.S. government agencies actively
cooperated with this illegal plan and in the cover-up of
the Domingo-Viernes murders.

Furthermore, U.S. intelligence agencies provided
misinformation to the Marcos regime. In the last two
years, the CJDV has obtained evidence documenting a
secret slush fund used for Philippine intelligence
purposes, including the Domingo-Viernes murders.
After years of legal battes, Ferdinand and Imelda
Marcos must stand trial for their role in the murders.

The CJDV, originally formed by family, friends and
concerned community members, has broadened to
include a national advisory committee. The CJDV is
carrying out a national campaign to educate the public
about the underlying issues of the case. These issues
include: national security questions, illegal spying on
U.S. citizens and murder of U.S. citizens by a foreign
government on U.S. soil. While the immediate task of
the CJDV is to unravel the conspiracy in a Seattle
courtroom, the call for justice goes well beyond the
immediate case. The basic issue is whether the U.S.
people will continue to tolerate the increasing erosion
of their basic democratic rights to speak out against
U.S.-supported dictatorships like the Marcos regime.
All who want to preserve these rights have a stake in
the campaign for justice.
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pay for “special security projects.” On
May, 17, 1981, two weeks before the
murders, Malabed took $15,000 from
that fund. That same day, Baruso, who
owned the gun used in the murders,
made a one-day round trip between
Seattle and San Francisco.

Baruso, also a friend of the former
Philippine dictator, was never been
charged in the murders, but the CJDV
believes he served as a crucial link
between the hitmen and those higher
up in the murder conspiracy. As a
witness during the earlier criminal
trials of the gunmen, Baruso repeat-
edly invoked the Fifth Amendment
protection against self-incrimination to
hide his role in the murders.

At his deposition, Marcos, when
asked whether he authorized the
payment of the $15,000 for the
murders of Domingo and Viernes,
asserted the Fifth Amendment. He also
asserted the Fifth Amendment to
questions about use of the fund to
harass the anti-Marcos opposition.
THE CIVIL SUIT

When Ferdinand and Imelda
Marcos were first named as defendants
in the 1982 civil suit, the U.S. State De-
partment rushed to their defense, suc-
cessfully arguing that they should be
granted immunity from prosecution as
the heads of state of a friendly nation.
The high-ranking U.S. officials—
Alexander Haig and William Smith—
were also dismissed as defendants
when the U.S. Justice Department
raised “national security” concerns.

But in 2 major victory for the justice
efforts, federal district court judge
Barbara Rothstein reinstated the
Marcoses as defendants in November,
1987. After the Marcoses fled to this
country, she ruled, they became aliens
“with no official status” in the United
States and would have to “defend the
legality of private acts committed” in
this country.

To date, the State Department has
not filed a new suggestion of immu-
nity for the Marcoses, and the CJDV

L

now expects that the former dictator
and his wife will be forced to answer
for their crimes in court this spring.
THE PHILIPPINE

GOVERNMENT’S ROLE

Despite this victory, the CJDV is still
struggling to gain the cooperation of
the Philippine government and U.S.
federal agencies which have been
subpoenaed to produce documents
relating to the surveillance of the anti-
Marcos movement and the murders of
Domingo and Viernes.

The Philippine government, still a
defendant in the civil suit, has an
opportunity to demonstrate its com-
mitment to human rights by support-
ing the legal attempits to expose
Marcos’s complicity in the murders.
The CJDV will be taking depositions
from Philippine agents and govern-
ment officials, including Raul Man-
glapus, a former member of the anti-
Marcos movement in the United States
who is now minister of foreign affairs
in the Aquino administration.

Because the civil suit is directed at
the actions of Marcos while he was still
president, the plaintiffs remain hopeful
that the Aquino administration will
cooperate in reaching a negotiated
settlement of the claims against the
Philippine government.

LATEST COURT DEVELOPMENTS

Meanwhile, four of the eight federal
agencies subpoenaed to produce
documents relating to the murders
have responded. Those agencies—the
Department of Justice, the Naval
Investigative Service/Naval Security
Investigative Command, Defense
Intelligence Agency, and the State
Department—have only provided
indexes of documents, which they are
withholding on privilege grounds.

Nevertheless, the Defense Intelli-
gence Agency did reveal that it had
identified Marcos intelligence opera-
tives assigned to the U.S. as early as
March, 1981, three months before the
murders occurred.

The overall lack of cooperation by
U.S. federal agencies has placed a
major stumbling block in the path of
the justice efforts. But last November,
the Trial Lawyers for Public Justice
(TLP)), a network of the nation’s top

trial lawyers, boosted the justice efforts
by joining in attempts to obtain
discovery from the U.S. government
agencies. The TLPJ, and lead counsel
Richard Ben-Veniste, the former chief
of the Watergate Special Prosecution
Force, is greatly assisting in the
continuing struggle to obtain essential
documents relevant to the civil suit.

The plaintiffs are seeking:

» Evidence that the National Secu-
rity Council staff, including Lt. Col.
Oliver North, participated in the
removal of sensitive intelligence files
and gold from the Philippines before
and after Marcos was overthrown in
1986.

* Documents related to LeVane
Forsythe, an informant for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and a defense
eyewitness in the criminal trials of
Guloy and Ramil. In depositions,
Forsythe has admitted that he contin-
ues to work for a secret “presidential
task force.”

¢ Documents proving that U.S.
intelligence agencies falsely informed
Philippine intelligence that Viernes
had carried a large sum of money to
the Philippines to give to the KMU.

The U.S. Department of Justice has
filed a2 motion to quash the subpoenas
served on various U.S. government
agencies, arguing that the subpoenas
are overly broad, burdensome and a
waste of taxpayers’ money.

But CJDV national coordinator
Cindy Domingo noted that the Justice
Department motion follows the U.S.
State Department’s attempt to halt the
indictments of Marcos in New York,
Virginia and California for illegal use
of government funds. “It is obvious,”
she said, “that the U.S. is still protect-
ing Marcos from any type of prosecu-
tion for crimes he committed when he
was president of the Philippines.”

Eight years after the murders of
Silme and Gene, thanks to the persis-
tence of the CJDV and many steadfast
supporters, the murder conspiracy is
about to be publicly unraveled in a
Seattle courtroom. The lesson will be
clear: Repressive tyrants who trample
on human rights and engage in acts of
political terrorism will be held ac-
countable in court for their crimes.
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If you would like to receive CALL FOR JUSTICE in the mail,
send us this form today. All donations to defray the costs of J
mailing and printing are welcomel After eight years of organizing, sponsoring symposiums,

putting out newsletters and constant legal appeals, we have

NAME finally won our well-deserved day in court! The next few
ADDRESS months will be an extremely exciting and busy time. The
CJDV could use any help you can give:

CITY, STATE, ZIP, 1. Newsletter mail-out
S 2. Becoming an active member

3. Attending community meetings and bringing friends

4. Making a financial contribution

Financial contributions can be made in the name of the
Church Council of Greater Seattle. Send contributions to:
CJDV, P.O. Box 14304, Seattle, WA 98114.Please assist the
work of the CJDV in any way you can. Your contributions
are what makes our efforts possible.For more information,

call 329-8363.

NATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD
Geline Avila, Campaign for D acy and Independ Saul Landau, Institute for Policy Studies

(Philippines) Steve Psmakls Ninoy Aquino Movement
Walden Bello, Alkiance for Philippine Concerns Robert Santos, Seattle community leader
Robert Boehm Boebm Foundation Yvonne W. Swan Colville Indian Nation
Rev. William Cate, Church Council of Greater Seattle Doris Brin Walker Atto At Law
William Davis, S.J., Christic Institute Frank Wilkinson, Nati m Commilttee Against Repressive Legislation
Donald Hopps, Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of Seattle Joyce Yu, Church Women United

Cynthia Domingo, National Coordinator

Church Council of Greater Seattle
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CJDV UPDATE INSIDE

If you have moved . . . please let us know your new address. This helps keep our A S
mailing list current and will insure that you receive the next issue of the newsletter.




