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@Connress of the United States
Washington, B 20515

October 23, 2003

The Honorable Arlen Specter The Honorable Tom Harkin

Chairman Ranking Member

Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services and Health and Human Services and
Education Education

184 Dirksen Senate Office Building 123 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Specter and Ranking Member Harkin:

As the Conference Committee considers its priorities for the fiscal year 2004
appropriations bill for Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, we encourage
you to provide $150 million in funding for the Math and Science Partnership prograrn at
the Department of Education as set in the House version of this bill.

Mandatory science testing will be required of all students by the 2007-2008 school year.
It is crucial that we fully fund the authorized amount of $450 million for this program by
that year. We are very grateful for your support of $100 million in the fiscal year 2003
budget, and an appropriation of $150 million in fiscal year 2004 will help ensure we
reach this goal.

Sustaining America’s technological, economic, and military leadership demands
improvements in science, math, and engineering education at all levels. In 2001, the
Commission on National Security for the 21* Century wrote: “The inadequacies of our
systems of research and math and science education pose a great threat to U.S. national
security.” Today’s high school students are not performing well in math and science, and
a decreasing number of American students are pursuing degrees in technical fields.
America’s K-12 students score far below the best in the world on domestic and
international tests.

The National Science Foundation (NSF) has launched a complementary Math and
Science Partnerships program designed to develop model partnerships and best practices
to improve science and math education. However, because it awards grants through a
competitive procedure, the NSF will not provide every state with targeted funds for math
and science professional development. In contrast, Education Department partnerships
that focus on implementing and scaling up the models and best practices identified by the
NSF would provide much-needed funding to every state through formula grants.

By creating the Math and Science Partnership program as part of the No Child Left

Behind Act of 2001, Congress affirmed the critical importance of improving math and
science at all grade levels. The partnerships link school districts with university science,
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math, and engineering departments to provide high quality, sustained professional
development activities for K-12 math and science teachers.

We urge you to continue to improve our nation’s K-12 math and science education by
providing $150 million for the Department of Education’s Math and Science Partnership

program as appropriated by the House of Representatives.

Sincerely,
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