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g SPEECH-RECORDED 35TH ANNUAL 
■fr-eONVENTION OF ALASKA FEDE.RATINON—
J OF NATIVES-D.C. 10-13-2K

STATEMENT
OF

SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE
VICE CHAIRMAN

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
BEFORE THE

35th ANNUAL CONVENTION
OF THE

ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES

“INDIGENOUS PEOPLES - OUR PLACE IN THE 21st CENTURY”

I THANK MY DEAR FRIEND FOR HIS KIND REMARKS.

I AM HONORED TO CONSIDER MYSELF A FRIEND OF ALASKA, 

AND ESPECIALLY, A FRIEND OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF ALASKA.

IN RECENT DAYS, THIS FRIENDSHIP HAS BEEN GIVEN

RENEWED MEANING AS THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF ALASKA HAVE

COME FORWARD TO SUPPORT THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF MY HOME 

STATE OF HAWAII IN ONE OF THEIR DARKEST HOURS.

THIS YEAR, THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT ISSUED A

RULING ON AN ELECTION FOR A STATE AGENCY THAT WAS
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ESTABLISHED BY THE CITIZENS OF HAWAII TO PROVIDE A MEANS

FOR THE EXPRESSION OF SELF-DETERMINATION AND SELF­

GOVERNANCE BY THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF HAWAII, NATIVE 

HAWAHANS.

THE HIGH COURT HELD THAT THE STATE COULD NOT USE 

STATE FUNDS TO HOLD AN ELECTION IN WHICH ONLY NATIVE 

HAWAHANS COULD VOTE.

NOW, THOSE THAT BROUGHT THAT SUIT ARE FILING OTHER 

LAWSUITS TO CHALLENGE ALL FEDERAL LAWS WHICH ARE 

DESIGNED TO ADDRESS THE CONDITIONS OF NATIVE HAWAHANS.

THEY ARE EVEN CHALLENGING THE CONSTITUTIONALITY 

OF OUR STATEHOOD ADMISSIONS ACT, BECAUSE OUR 

ADMISSIONS ACT CONTAINS A FEDERAL LAW THAT WAS 

ENACTED IN 1921 TO SET ASIDE LANDS IN HAWAII FOR 

HOMESTEADING BY NATIVE HAWAHANS.
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AS MY FRIENDS IN NATIVE ALASKA WELL UNDERSTAND, 

THESE LEGAL ACTIONS DON’T JUST AFFECT NATIVE HAWAIIANS, 

BECAUSE WHAT THESE LAWSUITS ASK THE FEDERAL COURTS TO 

DECIDE IS WHETHER THE CONGRESS HAS THE AUTHORITY TO 

ENACT LEGISLATION FOR NATIVE PEOPLE IF THE INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLE ARE NOT ORGANIZED AS INDIAN TRIBES.

THUS, THERE IS THE POTENTIAL FOR SOME FAR-REACHING 

AND WIDE-RANGING IMPACTS ON ALL NATIVE PEOPLE IN THE 

UNITED STATES.

ALTHOUGH THE CONGRESS HAS ENACTED OVER 160 

FEDERAL LAWS THAT AFFECT NATIVE HAWAIIANS, AND MANY OF 

THOSE LAWS MAKE CLEAR THAT NATIVE HAWAIIANS ARE 

NATIVE AMERICANS, WE HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE FACT THAT 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN PEOPLE WAS 

OVERTHROWN IN 1893 WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE UNITED 

STATES.
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SO WE HAVE A BILL PENDING IN THE CONGRESS WHICH

WOULD PROVIDE AUTHORITY FOR THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN 

PEOPLE TO REORGANIZE A GOVERNMENT WHICH COULD BE 

RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES, FOR PURPOSES OF 

CARRYING ON A GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT 

RELATIONSHIP.

I HAVE TAKEN THE TIME TO SHARE THIS INFORMATION 

WITH YOU BECAUSE I WANT TO CONVEY TO ALL OF YOU WHO 

HAVE COME TOGETHER FOR THE 35™ ANNUAL CONVENTION OF 

THE ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES, THE DEEP APPRECIATION 

WE HAVE FOR ALL THAT YOU HAVE DONE TO SUPPORT THE 

RIGHTS OF NATIVE HAWAIIANS.

YOU NOT ONLY FILED A FRIEND-OF-THE-COURT BRIEF IN 

THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT, THE ALASKA FEDERATION 

OF NATIVES AND THE TLINGIT-HAIDA CENTRAL COUNCIL 

TESTIFIED IN STRONG SUPPORT OF THE BILL THAT IS PENDING IN 

THE CONGRESS.
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YOUR PRESIDENT, JULIE KITKA, CAME TO WASHINGTON TO 

PARTICIPATE IN A SECOND HEARING ON THE BILL, AND JOINED 

WITH THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS IN 

ADVOCATING FOR THE PASSAGE OF THIS MEASURE.

FOR THIS, AND FOR YOUR TIRELESS COMMITMENT TO THE 

RIGHTS OF ALL INDIGENOUS PEOPLE, I AM PROFOUNDLY 

GRATEFUL.

A FEW DAYS AGO, THERE WAS ANOTHER HEARING IN THE 

SENATE INDIAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE ON THE DEVASTATING 

IMPACTS THAT ALCOHOL AND DRUGS ARE HAVING IN YOUR 

COMMUNITIES AND ON YOUR YOUTH.

TWELVE YEARS AGO, JULIE KITKA AND OTHER ALASKA 

NATIVE LEADERS ARRANGED A TRIP FOR THE COMMITTEE 

THROUGHOUT ALASKA, AND I HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF VISITING 

SOME OF YOUR VILLAGES.
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I HAVE VIVID RECOLLECTIONS OF YOUNG MEN IN A

HOLDING FACILITY IN BETHEL.

THEY WERE LYING, UNCONSCIOUS, ON THE FLOOR IN A 

PADDED CELL, PASSED OUT FROM CONSUMING TOO MUCH 

ALCOHOL, AND I WAS TOLD THAT THIS WAS UNFORTUNATELY 

NOT UNCOMMON.

ON THAT SAME TRIP, I LEARNED OF THE SHOCKING RATES 

OF FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME AND SUICIDES RELATED TO 

ALCOHOL AND DRUGS.

IN THE HEARING THAT WAS RECENTLY HELD, JULIE KITKA 

CALLED UPON THE CONGRESS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH THE LAW 

ENFORCEMENT TOOLS THAT YOU NEED TO FIGHT THIS PLAGUE 

ON YOUR PEOPLE, AND PARTICULARLY, YOUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

I WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT I AM PERSONALLY 

COMMITTED TO WORKING WITH SENATOR STEVENS AND
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SENATOR MURKOWSKI TO EXPLORE WHAT ASSISTANCE THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN PROVIDE.

FINALLY, I KNOW THAT YOU CONTINUE TO STRUGGLE 

WITH ACHIEVING A CONSENSUS ON HOW THE IMPORTANT 

MATTER OF SUBSISTENCE CAN BE ADDRESSED IN A WAY THAT 

PROTECTS THE TRADITIONAL RIGHTS, USES AND CUSTOMS OF 

NATIVE ALASKA.

PLEASE CONSIDER ME AN ADVOCATE FOR YOUR CAUSE IN 

THE CONGRESS.

I THANK YOU FOR THE GREAT HONOR YOU HAVE 

BESTOWED UPON ME.

I MAY NOT BE A NATIVE OF YOUR COUNTRY, BUT IN MY 

HEART AND IN SPIRIT, I AM YOUR BROTHER.

THANK YOU.
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