By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
A NEW AIRLINE company has
expressed intentions to fly Saipan
routes next month, a move which
offsetsreduction of flights by ma-
jor carriers.

Ports Authority executive di-
rector Carlos Salas said Marianas
Airline has already propesed to
launch its first flight by the third
week of March.

Marianas Air, according to-

Salas, will service Saipan-Tinian
route, in time for the grand open-
ing of the Tinian Dynasty Hotel
and Casino next month.

Tinian s fast becoming the hub

Marlanas A1r
flies in March

of casino resorts ih the Pacific
region, with the expected rise of
another multi-million casinocom-
plex on the island.

Salas said Marianas Air has
written the Commonwealth Ports
Authority, adding that agency is
currently working out logistics
with Tinian airport.

“We may provide office space
for the new’carrier at our Tinian
and Saipan facilities,” he said.

He added that the new carrier,
which will use a Cesna aircraft
model, is seriously taking its third
week of March schedule.

“That is already on schedule,”
he stressed

War in Gulf would be
triple blow for CNMI" |

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Varisty News Staff
WITH THE weapons inspection
crisis in Iraq reaching a critical
stage, the tourism industry
slumping harder and govern-
ment becoming cash-strapped,
the Northern Mariana Islands
may be in for a"““tougher than
toughest” time, a business sec-
tor leader warned.

“Itis like a boxer inside aring
who received a right and left
hook, knocked out by an upper-
cut, and once down, was bitten
on the ear,” said Saipan Cham-
ber of Commerce president Joe
Ayuyu, describing a gloomy
CNMI scenario once the feared
“Persian Gulf War II” erupts.

Ayuyu, who was also cham-
ber president when the Opera-
tion Desert Storm was staged in
1990, recalled the “blows” suf-

!
i

Joe Ayuyu

fered by the tourism industry
then as “devastating.”

He said tourism-related sales
during the 1990 Gulf War dra-
matically dropped.

Ayuyu, who now owns the
Saipan franchise of McDonald’s

* Continued on page 20

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
has set up a solid waste task force
to “fast track” the construction of
a sanitary landfill in Marpi and
the closure of the Puerto Rico
dump.

In a memo Tuesday, the gover-
nor named as task force members
himself, Lt. Gov. JesusR. Sablan,
then acting Public Works Secre-
tary John Cepeda, Common-
wealth Utilities Corp Executive
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As this developed, a New
Zealand-based airline company
has also expressed intentions to
provide air service to Guam-
Saipan-Guam routes, though the
CPA is yet to receive formal pro-
posal.

Salas said executives of Coral
International, who visited the
Northern Marianas during the in-
augurationrites of the new CNMI
administration, made an informal
proposal to fly the service routes.

*“They promised to send us for-
mal letter and proposal but we are
yet to receive any,” he said.

No other information was im-
Continued on page 20

Abolition of
several gov't
offices sought

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variely News Staff
THE TRANSITION Executive
Committee is recommending the
abolition of at least four offices,
as well as the elimination of sev-
eral special assistant positions and
other posts perceived to be cre-
ated for political purposes.

The committee, noted for ex-
ample, the unjustified increase in
the number of employees hired
by the office of the Special Assis-
tant for Administration and rec-
ommended that steps be taken to
address the matter.

The SAA office “has always
been political to some degree,”
the committee said in a report
released yesterday. “However,
there is cause for great concemn
when all personnel decisions and
decisions determining who should

Contlnued on page 20
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Director Tim Villagomez, vax-
sion of Environmental Quality
Director lke Cabrera and then
acting Finance Secretary Vicky
Villagomez.

The task force’s non-voting
advisors are the govermnor’s spe-
cial adviser Mike Sablan and As-
sistant Attorney General Sally
Pfund.

The task force will review all
related contracts currently under-
way, and will complete “at the

earliest possnble date” a request
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White wants Cruz to
handle Froilan ruling

Benjamin J. F. Cruz

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE SUPERIOR Court ruled
yesterday that Guam Supreme
Court Justice Benjamin J. F.

Cruz be the one to preside over
a motion to reconsider his own
ruling last year, which ordered
former Gov. Froilan Tenorio to
pay $12.4 million in connection
with charges that he misspent
public funds.

Special Judge Michael White
did not disqualify himself from
the case, butrequested the CNMI
Supreme Courtto order Cruz to
re-handle the case.

If the high tribunal would not
orderCruz’s appointment within
30 days, White said he would
set a hearing on the motion for
reconsideration.

Lawyer Jeanne H. Rayphand,
through counsel Theodore

Continued on page 20
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MHS Construction Instructor Joven Mallari assists a student in finishing

work on a campus concrete bench. The students are constructing
several benches along the school's entrance as part of a class project.
Photo by Laila C. Younis

for proposals (RFP) to com- ¥
plete the project. i

Tenorio, at the same time,
noted that his transition com-
mittee has already initiated ef- {;
forts on the plans for the sani-
tary landfill, including a his-
tory of all related work done in
the past.

The creationof the task force,
hesaid, will “facilitate the pro-
cess.”

The governor has vowed to

Continued on page 20
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By DIDI KIRSTEN TATLOW
HONG KONG (AP) — Small
but noisy pro-democracy protests,
some ringed by police intent on
keeping them under control, fol-
lowed China’s legislative leader
WednesdayonhisfirstvisittoHong
Kong.

Protests mar Chinese

ler’s Hong Kong trip

officials.
Qiao also met members of the
handpicked Executive Council that

Cohen; US carriers
ready to 1auch

By SUSANNE M. SCHAFER
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — The
United States is prepared to main-
tain a two-carrier presence in the

A demonstraor is carried by police officers outside the Hong Kong
ex-Government House Wednesday during a demonstration to pro-
test the head of China’s legisiature Qiao Shi’s visit to Hong Kong. ap

from Britain on July |

National People 'sCongressleader
Qiao Shi, one of the most powerful
Chinese leaders to visit Hong Kong
since its handover to Chinese rule,
went to Government House, the
former residence of Britain’s colo-
nial govemnors, Wednesday moming
for meetings with top Hong Kong

last July 1.

policernan.

advises Hong Kong leader Tung
Chee-hwa, as well as members of
an unclected legislature China set
up when it recovered Hong Kong

Demonstrationsoutside Govern-
ment House by two pro-democ-
racy groups were heavily controlled,
with police outnumbering demon-
strators by about five to one and
keeping themwellaway fromQiao.

Minor scuffles broke out, but
police said no arrests were made.
One group of a dozen demonstra-
torsincluded three former lawmak-
ersthrownoutofoffice whenChina
replaced Hong Kong'selected leg-
islature with the unelected body

Chanting “‘Long Live Democ-
ra¢y” and “Build a Free China,”
the demonstrators handed a pe-
tition addressed to Qiao to a

Gulf as long as necessary to keep
pressure on Iraq’s Saddam
Hussein, U.S. Defense Secretary
William Cohen says.

Cohen, who was wrapping up
his four-day swing through the
Gulf region Wednesday, sched-
uled a visit to the USS George
Washington for lunch with the
5,500 men and women aboard.

The 97,000-ton carrier out of
Norfolk, Virginia, has been stand-
ing by ready to launch air strikes
if the United States decides touse
force against Iraq because of the
impasse over U.N. weapons in-
spections.

A second carrier, the USS Inde-
pendence, also has been standing
by for action.

“We are prepared to be there as
long as necessary,” Cohen told
reporters at a news conference,
following meetings with Qatar’s
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William Cohen

foreign minister, Sheik Hamad
bin Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani.

“How long are we prepared to
remain? That is a determination
the president of the United States
will make, and it will depend very
muchon (Iraqi President) Saddam
Hussein,” Cohen said.

Following his round of visits
with Gulf leaders, Cohen was fly-
ing to Moscow on Wednesday.
Russian officials have been seek-
ing a diplomatic compromise on
the standoff with Iraq. )

President Boris Yeltsinhaseven
warned that the United States
could spark a world war, should it
strike Baghdad.

At present, warplanes from the
George Washington’s huge decks
are flying over Iraq, helping moni-
tor the no-fly zone set up after
Iraq’s defeat in the 1991 Gulf
War.

Back in Washington, the
Clinton administration Tuesday
raised the stakes by threatening

Continued on page 19

Major U.S.
‘airlines seek
tobeefup
‘Japan service

NEW YORK (AP) — Several of
the biggest U.S. airlines moved
Tuesday toincrease theirservice to
Japan, hoping to take advantage of
a new aviation treaty reached be-
tween the two countries.

American Airlines, Delta Air
Lines and US Airways all filed
applications for new routes with
the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation.

Deltaapplied tooffer daily flights
between Atlanta and Tokyo begin-
ning June 3, and between Portland,
Oregon, and both Osaka and
Fukuoka starting around Nov. 1

The Atlanta-based carrier also
applied for daily flights between
New York and Tokyo, Atlanta and
Osaka, and Cincinnati and Tokyo.
Those flights would beginning in
1999 if approved.

Delta presently offers service
from Los Angeles to Tokyo and
from Portland to Tokyo and
Nagoya.

American, aunitof AMR Corp.,
said it applied for daily service
between Chicago and Tokyo be-
ginning May 1. It also applied for
daily flights between New York
and Tokyo, Boston and Tokyo, and
Dallas/Fort Worth and Osaka.

US Airways, based in Arlington,
Virginia, asked for permission to
offer daily flights between Phila-
delphia and Tokyo.
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DOC warns on card scheme

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE GOLD card may noteven be
a bronze, after all.

The commerce department yes-
terday warned against a Dallas-
based financial company, which
allegedly offers a pre-approved
*golden” credit card application
at a minimum fee.

Commerce Acting Secretary
Bemnadita T. Palacios said the
banking division has been receiv-
ing inquiries from Northern
Marianas residents on the legiti-
macy of the offer.

Palacios said Credicorp Inc., a
Dallas, Texas-based company, has
been enticing consumers to get a
pre-approved application for for
a “gold card”, for $29.95.

The pre-approved “gold card”

reportedly has $10,000 credit
limit, and would be handed over
after applicants pay $29.95.

In a press statement, Palacios
said the.department’s banking
division, prompted by inquiries
from interested CNMI residents,
initiated investigation through the
Net.

Cyberspace investigations in-
dicated that two leading business
institutions in the US - Council
for Better Business Bureaus and
Card Trak of America - have also
issued  warnings against
Credicorp’s “goldcard” offer.

Palacios. said the Council has
warned that the “‘gold card” could
not be used as a general purpose
credit card like MasterCard and
Visa, as it is for exclusive use in
ordering items from Credicorp’s

1)

catalog.

In fact, Credicorp’s mailer said
that the $10,000 credit limit is
“valid exclusively toward
Credicorp purchases.” Full de-
tails are also made available only
after consumer remits the $29.95
annual fee.

Card Trak, at the same time,
said companies that offer so-called
“gold cards” really offer a catalog
shopping card, where items are
generally “excessively over-
priced” and a substantial 40-50
percent downpayment has to be
made before consumers can
charge themto their “gold cards.”

“If an offer sounds too good to
be true, it probably is (bad),” the
DOC statement said.

Local residents have been
warned againstan increasing num-

Continental ‘rules out’ return

of its Korean fli

By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff
CONTINENTAL Micronesia is un-
likely to resume flights to Korea this
fiscal year and has placed Taiwan in
the “dangerlist” of routes facing can-
cellation.

After concluding a meeting with
the airline’s top officials in Guam,
Marianas Visitors Bureau Managing
Director Anicia Q. Tomokane said
the prospect of having no flights to
Koreaonlyindicatesthe “roughtimes
ahead”.

“Because the airlines is experienc-
ing a drop in the numbers of tourists
coming out of Korea, they said an
opportunity couldn’t be seen to re-
sume flights to that area as of yet,”
said Tomokane in an interview yes-
terday.

*“They are also considering pulling
out from Taiwan, but opening of the
Tinian Casino might change those
plans,” she said.

Tomokane said the meeting in
Guam was “an eye-opener” as she
learned about the operations of an
airline company and why the current
changes in flight schedules.

“There will be changes in the
airline’s schedule beginning April
that will affect us greatly. Flights to
northem cities of Japan will be can-
celed and the only direct flights to
SaipanwillbefromOsakaand through
Nagoya,” said Tomokane.

Anicia Q. Tomokane

“Intheirassessments, they saw the
two cities, Osaka and Nagoya, with
promising growth rates. Other cities
are not showing that, so they are re-
routing those flights,” she said.

Tomokane alsopointed outthatthe

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE DEPARTMENT of Public
Works yesterday asked Woosung
Construction Co. to provide gov-
ernment with a breakdown of the
latter’s $5.2 million claim so that
a complete evaluation of the
amount can be made..

Inaninterview, Bill Bush, DPW
legal counsel, said his office had,
as early as last Dec., submitted a

Continental is planning to purchase
five new 757 aircraft, that carries
“less noise” than the 737 or the DC-
10, and has a seating capacity of 190.

“The new planes will serve the
Nagoya and Osaka route. Inorder to
improve business, the airlines must
replace theold planes withnewones,”
said Tomokane.

T also learned that the 30-minute
wait period is not enough for the
planeenginestocooldownandthatis
why we cantdirectthe Guam-Saipan
flights through Saipan then Guam.
The wait is too short,” she said.

Tomokane noted that Continental
hascanceled some of itsflightson the
Saipan and Guam route and has di-
rected all of its Manila flights through
Guam.

ghts this year

Continued on page 5

formal request on the matter fol-
lowing recommendations made
by a public works Construction
Manager (CM) assigned to the
project.

“Largely, ** said Bush, “there
are two aspects on this (CM’s)
report.”

“He (CM) suggested that either
the claim be made individually
while some may be granted, ex-
cept that they (Woosung) did not

ber of people who have fallen
prey to afinancial securities scam
known as “affinity group fraud.”

The warning was initially aired
by the Securities Commission of
Hawaii, which was later relayed
to the Northern Marianas’ De-
partment of Commerce

Under this new rip-off scheme,
victims fall prey to swindlers who
claim that their shared member-
shipinanethnic or minority group

make them especially worthy of
trust.

There was no immediate data
available as to the number of indi-
viduals victimized by the new
fraud scheme or the geographical
extent of the fraud syndicate.

A paper obtained from the com-
merce department only said that
ethnic minorities mustbe on guard
against an increase in the finan-
cial securities scam.

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE NEW administration s still
working onareorganization plan
for the executive branch, hence
the delay in naming the appoin-
tees to the Cabinet, Gov. Pedro
P. Tenorio said yesterday.

“We're still reviewing (my
predecessor’s 1994 reorganiza-
tion)executive order, that’s why
it’s taking time to name the Cabi-
net officials,” he said.

“We don’t want to appoint
now only to have that position
phased out or moved to another
department,” he added.

Immigration, forexample, will
be returned to the Attorney
General’s Office, and the new
administration’s revamp will
also affect the Commerce and
Lands and Natural Resources
Departments, according to the
governor.

But there will be no agency
that will be totally phased out,
Tenorio said.

His administration’s reorga-
nizationplan, he added, will only
reshuffle agencies for more effi-

New acting officials get

named to Teno cabinet
Reorganization plan still in the works

ciency.

Current confusion over the
roles, for example, of the Divi-
sion of Public Lands, DLNR
and the autonomous Board of
Public Lands will be resolved,
Tenorio said.

At the same time, Tenorio
said government employees
recently given a 60-day notice
of termination were “mis-
placed,” but will be given a
priority if they apply for other
vacancies in the public sector.

“There are other vacancies
elsewhere,” he said.

Politics, he added, has noth-
ing to do with the “so-called
termination.”

Most of those to be laid-off
were hired by the previous ad-
ministration.

The notices of termination,
however, came not from the
governor but from the offices
of the special assistant for ad-
ministration and public infor-
mation.

Meanwhile, the following
were named as the new acting

Continued on page 5

- Woosung told: Give breakdown of $5.2M claim

provide documentation to show
how much the claim really
amounted to.”

“So,” he further explained,
“they made an overall claim with-
cut providing enough back-up
information that we could make
an assessment on.”

Bush said Woosung had not
replied to DPW’s request on the
matter.

Nam Kook Heo, Woosung Gen-

eral Manager, in an earlier Vari-
ety interview, said the firm’s claim
was for additional expenses in-
curred including costs for the ex-
tra labor, materials, and equip-
ment brought about by change
orders.

Bush however said there were
only "two to three™ DPW change
orders “and they were paid.”

“According to the claim,” he

Continued on page 5

High Court has one week to resolve legal dispute

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
THE SUPREME Court has only
a few days left to decide on the
legal question of whether Gov.
Pedro P. Tenorio can act “‘val-
idly™ on four bills enacted by the
Tenth Legislature, which are now
on his desk.

The question was officially
brought to the high court yester-
day, though a petition for review
filed by the Attorney General’s
office and the Legislature’s legal
counsels.

The AG’s office and the Legis-
lature ar¢ requesting the High
Court for “an expedited action”

ontheir petition, as the bills await
their fate until February 22. Law-
yers of the Legislature maintain
that the bills were supposed to
take effect on this date *‘with or
without the governor’ssignature.”

Acting Atty. Gen. Loren Sutton
and Scnate legal counsel Steve
Woodruff, in separate interviews,
said that if the high court failed to
come up with an opinion before
February 22, Tenorio may choose
cither to act or not to act on the
bills.

“If the governor has no objec-
tions to the implementation of the
bills, he can just say ‘I have no
objections,” Woodruff said.

Loren Sutton

*“The governor may sign or veto
them; or donothing atall,” Sutton
said.

In either case, however, Sutton

Steve Woodruff

said, the sime legal question will
keep hounding the bills.

The bills were transmitted to
Gov. Tenorio on January 13, a

day after he was sworn into of-
fice.

Last January 206, assistant At-
torney General Elliott A. Sattler
issued a memorandum in which
he said that the new governor
cannot act validly on the bills.

Citing Article I Section 7 of
the Constitution, Sattler, whose
opinion was officially adopted by
the AG'soffice, argued that " Any
legislation not properly transmit-
ted to the Governor by the Tenth
Legislature prior to the conclu-
sion of the terms in office of both
the Tenth CNMI Legislature and
govemnor, results in such legisla-

Continued on page 19
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5 DPW staffers

Teno will be urged to
maintain DC lobbyists

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE LEGISLATURE will urge
Gov.PedroP. Tenorioto approach
other lobbying firms in Washing-
ton, D.C., and perhaps even con-
sider renewing the contract of the
Seattle-based law firm Preston,
Gates, Ellis & Rouvelas Meeds, it
was learned yesterday.

Due to the CNMI’s current fi-
nancial condition, however, the
Commonwealth government may
ask for a less expensive contract
compared tothe $200,000 amonth
reportedly giventoPreston, Gates
by the previous administration.

The Legislature, in aletter to be
sent today to the governor, will
cite the Clinton administration’s
recent proposal to scrap the duty-
free entry of CNMI exports to the
mainland as basis for the legisla-
tors’ recommendation.

More control
Inaddition, the Legislature will

By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff

THE MARIANAS Visitors Bureau
willhavetopulloutitscreative brushes
andthink stronginatimewhena15%
drop in overall tourist amivals could
happen this year, according to MVB
Marketing Director Norman Berg.

“Withour majorairline, Continen-
tal Micronesiachanging its inventory
and flight schedules, there will be
some effect on us,” said Berg (see
related story) .

*And even if the numbers of Ko-
reanarrivals upalittle, we will be still
experiencing a drop of 15% overall.

propose that the CNMI govern-
ment ask for more supervision
and control overits lobbying firm.

Any lobbying effort, moreover,
will no longer be directed against
congressional Democrats, some
key members of which supportan
extension of federal immigration
and minimum wage laws to the
islands.

Tenorie, the Variety was told,
is expected to concur with the
Legislature’s recommendation.

In earlier interviews, he admit-
ted that the CNMI should con-
tinue to have friends in Washing-
ton, D.C., but added that he is still
looking into the contract of
Preston, Gates.

The firm’s lobbying efforts in
Congress are credited for block-
ing the passage of legislation that
would end local control over im-
migration and minimum wage.

Dead set
Meanwhile, accordmg toWash-

We can expect the same inbound
numbers, and that will still leave a
dent on our business,” he said.

“We are hoping things will change
soon. We have always loved the
Korean market. It was very good for
us because it also stimulated interest
in development,” he added.

Berg stressed that MVB has to do
“allitcan” to atract more visitors and
from more places such as the Philip-
pines, Australia and Taiwan.

“Wehave to be more aggressiveon
our promotions and become very
creative in drawing more visitors, all
ina very limiting budget,” he added.

ington, D.C. observers, the
Clinton administration is “dead
set” in implementing a “federal
takeover” of local labor and im-
migration, and will propose vari-
ous pieces of legislation aimed
against the CNMI's continued
control over its immigration
and minimum wage policies.

The next six months will be
crucial for the CNMI, the Va-
riety was told.

The U.S. tariff schedules,
for example, are up for re-
newal this coming June, and
the Clinton administration is
expected to submit a bill that
would detail the levies to be
imposed on CNMI exports.

If CNMI exports lose its
duty-free entry privileges, the
Northern Marianas’s second
largest industry—garment
manufacturing—may be
forced to shutdown its opera-
tions.

ects 15% tourist drop

Officials from the recently closed
Jetour, one of the largest travel agen-
cies in Japan, also predicted a 15%
drop in the Japanese market in the
coming months due to the economic
troubles spurring in the region.

AccordingtoMVB, Japanese tour-
istsarrivalshas grown inthe monthof
December, numbering up to 40,000
which is a four percent increase from
the previous year.

“We are so affected by the eco-
nomic tide that its receding and we
have to go out further to fish. Hope-
fully, the tide will tum and it will be
easiertofishclosetoshore,” said Berg.

DEPARTMENT OF LLABOR AND IMMIGRATION

DivisioN oF LABOR
SAIPAN, CNMI

Dated this 6th day of February, 1997.

PusLic NoTICE

ATTENTION: JOY VILLAMOR RAVELO
Labor Case No. 93-340

The Department of Labor and Immigration has lost contact with the above-
named nonresident worker.

Mr. Joy V. Ravelo is hereby notified to appear at the Department of Labor and
immigration, Hearing Office, 2nd Floor Afetna Square Bldg., San Antonio,
Saipan. Failure to appear within twenty (20) days after posting of this notice
will result in dismissal of the ahove-Labor case and an Crder of Repatriation.

HC e

Hearing Offifler

Break the silence

After almost a year of suffering, a physically and verbally battered
woman decided to file a complaint against her live-in partner. One
night, the man, under the influence of alcohol, punched her on the
face The hapless woman cried. But the drunken batterer instead
laughed and told her: “That’s good for you. You're nothing. You're
a slave!”

Toavoid furtherbeatings, the victim fled from theirhouse, butthe
man followed her in a car and spotted her running at the Mount
Carmel baseball field in Chalan Kanoa. He pulled over the vehicle,
grabbed the woman by her shirt and forced her to board the car. A
concerned man approached him and told him not to force the victim

into the car.
skoksk koksk kekk

When the two men argued, the woman jumped from the vehicle
and ran as fast as she could under the rain. She finally took refuge
at a friend’s house in Susupe where she spent the night. Upon the
advice of her friend, she filed a complaint with the police. When the
case reached the court, the victim decided that she does not want to
pursue her complaint.

kkk  kkk kkk

Here is a case of another woman who filed acomplaint against her
live-in partner because she could not bear his violent behavior.
Many times he made a punching bag out of her legs, kicked her, and
threatened to kill her. After every violent action, the batterer,
however, apologized to her.

seekok ckoksk ckokek

Worse, this man also acted like a king treating her like a virtual
slave. Before going to bed, he would sometimes make her stand at
the corner of their bedroom and watch him until he goes to sleep.
One night, he ordered her to buy a pack of cigarets. When she told
him she had no money, he said: “Go sell yourself...or better stay
outside in the rain.!” When the complaint reached the court, the
woman begged not to continue the case.

Battered women or even men should break the silence. Other-
wise, they remain to “‘stay in the rain.” No one deserves to be beaten
or threatened. No excuses justify abusive behavior. As the Family
Violence Task Force says, “there are places to get help. There are
laws to protect you.” For those batterers out there who have so many
excuses, remember what Doctors Robert Geffner and Alan
Rosenbaum said: “Provocation does not justify aggression.”

kdock ckskeR ik

According to amyth: “Alcohol and drug abuse are the real causes
of violence in the home. Psychologists, however, say the truth is:

‘Because many batterers abuse alcohol and other drugs, it’s easy to
conclude that these substances may cause domestic violence. They
can increase the seriousness of the violence but they are not the
reason for it.””
dooksk ek okdek

Another myth states that “it is easy for battered victims to leave
their abusers. But the truth remains, according to psychologists, that
‘economic and social realities often make it difficult for victims
(especially women) to leave. In some cases, the victim may be in
greater physical danger for leaving an abusive spouse.™

gk skokek skekok
‘Assistant Atty. Gen. Nicole Forelli says many battered womenin
Continued on page 5

Silver resort decides to
maintain 22-room hotel

By Rick Alberto environmental impact assess-
Variety News Staff ment.
THE Silver Resort Hotel has Lee has hired the services of
opted to maintainitspresent22-  the Micronesian Environmen-
room hotel instead of tearing  tal Services to prepare and sub-
down 10 rooms, it was leamned  mit the application package.
yesterday. The other day CRM acting
The hotel, owned by Korean  Director Peter J. Barlas ap-
Lee Man Saeng, had earlier been proved the hotel’srequest, giv-
told by the Coastal Resources  ingituntil March 17 to subnut
Management to either remove  the application,
the 10 rooms or file a major- It was only last December
siting permit application by  that the CRM determined that
Feb. 12. the hotel is a major siting
But the hotel, located in  project.
Chalan Kanoa, requested the The CRM thus ordered the
CRM last Monday to give it  removalof 10ofthe hotel rooms
five weeks to prepare the ap-  to exempt it from the major-
plication package includingan  project permitting process.
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By Jojo Dass

Variety News Stalf
AT LEAST five public works
staff, whose contracts with the
previous administration has ex-
pired, are now being processed
for termination as the firings con-
tinue from the Office of the Gov-
ernor to the department levels.

This was gathered as Jose C.
Sablan, acting head of the De-
partment of Public Work’s Ad-
ministrative Service Division, in
an interview, belied allegations
the firings were racially moti-
vated. )

“That not true,” said Sablan.

“Americans, Chamorros, Caro-
linians, they are all the same. There
is nodiscrimination,” he stressed.

Some people were claiming the
firings were “based on race.”

Sablan however insisted that
the termination notices were be-
ing worked on because the con-
tracts have ceased to be in effect.

Asked if more firings are in the
offing, Sablan said the matter “de-
pends on the transition commit-
tee.”

Acting Public Works Secretary
John B. Cepeda refused to com-
ment on the firings.

Two of those to be terminated
are from DPW’s Building Code
Division while another two are
with the Heavy Equipment and
Operation Division.

The last one is from DPW'’s
Technical Service Division.

It will be recalled that acting
Personnel Management Director
Mathilde A. Rosario, in an earlier
interview, has disclosed that there
are “more than 50" government
employees who have allegedly
beenin the service despite having
contracts that were yet to be cer-
tified by her oftice.

Rosario said most of these em-
ployees were under the supervi-
sion of the Office of The
Govemor'’s Special Assistant for
Administration.,

Early this week, some 33 gov-
ernment employees, the bulk of
which were under SAA, were
served termination notices, a
move seen to signal a wave of
firings in the new administra-
tion.

A desk audit on all positions is
set to be performed by the Office
of Personnel Management to de-
termine whether there are more
such employees in government.

Break.

Continued from page 4

the CNMI who do not have inde-
pendent legal immigration status
on their own but have immediate
relative -status as a result of mar-
riage are often forced to remain in
abusive relationships and do not
report incidents of abuse for fear
of divorce and deportation. Forelli
recommends the granting of tem-
porary legal immigration status
for non-resident battered women
to enable them to seek employ-
ment in the CNML. Forelli’s idea
is a good one for our lawmakers
to consider.
kekck Kk ok

Family CourtJudge Virginia S.
Onerheim said among the objec-
tives of last week’s symposium
on domestic violence was to edu-
cate the lawmakers on the effects
of current policies on family life
in the Commonwealth. It would
have been more mteresting if a

former sénator was invited in the
conference and asked why he
“loved” to beat his girlfriend.
Two personnel at the Depart-
ment of Public Safety allegedly
collect nighttime fees. They also
allegedly used DPS vehicles dur-
ing their overtime. Our insiders
said that upon investigation, the
DPS Internal Affairs discovered
otherwise. The two personnel
were allegedly just “dating,” us-
ing public vehicles and govern-
ment funds. Wow, only at DPS.
Last Jan. 24, a concerned citi-
zen reported that some people
were fighting at the cockpit. Last
week, another person said a
group of people engaged in a
fight at the same cockpit. In
bothincidents, we weretold that
during the fight, the roosters
took their turn in cheering:
“Place your bet, place your bet.
Are you ready, are you set!”

New acting.

Continued from page 3

Cabinet officials:

« Sally Pfund, acting attorney
general

» AnaDLG. Flores, acting Com-
munity and Cultural Affairs sec-
retary

+ Guadalupe T. Manacop, act-
ing Commerce secretary

» Robert T. Schrack, acting Fi-
nance secretary

« Mark Zachares, acting Labor
and Immigration secretary

» Richard Seman, acting Lands
and Natural Resources secretary

» Dr. James Hofschneider, act-
ing Public Health secretary

+ Steve Limeaux, acting Public
Works secretary

Woosung. . .

Continued from page 3

said, it just cost them more’ than
they had planned to do the work.”

“In a global sense,” Bush
added, thatisnotalegitimate claim.”

“There is a risk that the contrac-
tor runs.”

Heo expressed hopes the matter
can be resolved “wisely” saying he
“has nointention to file a lawsuit.”

Bush laughed the remarks off
saying Woosung “can try.”

“(But,) I don’t think they will
succeed though,” he said.

He explained that the project’s
contract requires the company to
submit to a dispute procedure.

Woosung and DPW represen-
tatives held a closed door meeting
on the matter also yesterday.

By Zaldy Dandan
Variely News Staff

GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
yesterday said he will signabillthat
would allowretirees to be rehired as
classroom teachers, doctors and
nurses.

“I agree with what that bill in-
tends to do,” thie govemnor said.

House Bill 11-32 seeks to allow
the retirees to return to government
service for up to two years without
losing their retirement benefits,

The bill states that the number of
teachers, doctors, nurses and other
medical professionals remains in-
sufficienttomeet current demands.

Tt noted that local refirees could
fill these positions, but are reluctant
to do so becausc'mnnning 1o gov-
emnment service would terminate
their retirernent benefits.

By allowing the govemment to

to recruit personnel off-island is

rehire retirees, moreover, the need

Pedro P. Tenorio
lessened.

‘Introduced by Rep. Heinz S.
Hofschneider (R-Precinct 3, Saipan),
the bill is cosponsored by Speaker Di-
egoT.Benavente(R-Precinct2, Saipan),
Vice Speaker Jesus T. Attao (R-Pre-
cinct 3, Saipan), Reps. Bennet Seman
(R-Precinct 3, Saipan) and Oscar M.
Babauta (R-Precinct 2, Saipan).

Besides, HB. 11-32, a bill that

- would provide the framework for all

future bonding activities as well as

% may lose J obs PSS, CHC to hire back retirees

the necessary mechanism to pro-
tectall theloansmade by the CNMI
is now before the govemor.

Introduced by Hofschneider,
H.B. 11-72 seeks to authorize the
Commonwealth Development
Authority to issue bonds upon ap-

proval of both houses of the Legis-
lature.

The proceeds of the bond is-
suescan then be used to fund infra-
structure projects including

» Public school and college fa-
cilities.

« Streets, highways, roads, park-
ing, wastewater, storm drainage
and sewage removal or treatment
facilities.

«Solidwastedisposal (mcludmg,
landfill -and incineration),
remediation, recycling or resource
recovery facilities.

» Water supply, treatrnent (in-
cluding desalmauon) or dxstnbu-
tion facilities.

Continental. . .

Continued from page 3

“With assurances that the Saipan
and Guam routes will be normalized
by mid-March, the airlines also said
that they will work on a schedule that
will allow tourists to leave Guam
within the hour,” said Tomokane.

“That will address our concems

with the long waits our visitors will
have to endure if they have to go
through Guam first,” she said.

Tomokane also said that the
airline’s officials are scheduled for a
meeting with Governor Pedro P.
Tenorio this month.

*“‘Continental Micronesia is inter-
ested in staying in business and
MVB'’s job is to assist everyone to

stay inbusiness. I'mpleased thatthey
are not taking us off the hook en-
tirely,” said Tomokane.

“We agreed that itis no one’s fault
forthe economicrecession, itis based
oncurrency falling in the region,” she
said.

*“We just have to be more cautious.
in our spending and work together to
find ways to deal with it,” she added.
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* Powerful V6 Engine « Dual Air Bags ¢ Air Conditioning « AM/FM Cassette
¢ Automatic Transmission ¢ Power Windows e
* Power Steering ¢ Aluminum Wheels ¢ Two-Tone Paint Job ¢ Tinted Glass
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Power Door Locks ¢« Power Mirrors
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NEW CARS ¢ USED CARS « PARTS « SERVICE
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THE COMMONWEALTH
Council of Arts and Culture will
be holding the opening reception
for the “Second Annual Photog-
raphy Exhibit” this Friday, Feb.
13.

Thereceptionwill alsocelebrate
the opening of a portion of the
Gallery for Arts and Culture, as a
permanent space for the sales of
locally produced art and craft work,

A permanent sales space was in
the planning stage several years
ago, however, due to the handover
of half of the gallery to the Emer-
gency Management Office by the
previousadministration, suchplans
were canceled.

Overthepastyear, the Arts Coun-

_cil has seen a greater need for a
permanent space, in which Jocal
cmftm'ikcrsandaxﬁstscansellmeir
work.
Throughout the year, the Arts
Council receives many numbers of
tourists and local residents alike,
who find their way up to the Coun-
cil in search of locally made crafts.
This was made especially evi-
dent during .the previous two
months when record sales of art-
work were made at the gallery
and the number of visitor’s were
at an all time high.

As the Gallery plays host to

the CCAC said in a news release.

Arts Council designates
space for sale of arts, crafts

eight exhibits per year, ranging
form photography to studentart-
work, there is often periods in
between exhibits of specific me-
dia when general art and craft
work is not available to the pub-
lic of our visitors.

Because of this, and until such
time as appropriate facilities such
as a Cultural, Performing and
Visual arts center becomes a re-
ality, the Arts Council has de-
cided to sacrifice a portion of
gellery space for the purpose of a
permanent space for local handi-
crafts and artwork.

The Arts Council invites all
traditional and contemporary
craft makers and artisans to use
the space. All sales of art and
craft work go directly to the.arnt-
ists.

Because of the limited wall
space, items to be hung, such as
paintings must be smaller than
eighteen by twenty four inches.

The only criteria for eligible
work, is that it be crafted by
artists residing in the Northem
Marianas Islands.

Regular exhibit hours are 8
am.to4p.m.onweekdaysand9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday. For
further information, you may
contact the Arts and Council of-
fice at 322-9982 or 322-9983.

USDA commends DeBeer
for outstandlgg service

AFTER commxttmg more than an
decade of service as administra-
tor of the local Nutrition Assis-
tant Program (NAP), Patricia
Palacios-DeBeer was recently
presented with a certificate of rec-
ognition praising her outstanding
contributions the the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) by
Region Nine Administrator Allen
Ng.

“Pat has consistently worked
long and hard hours to ensure the
accountable and efficient opera-
tion of the NAP and has always
been cooperative with and helpful
toourstaff,” Ng said in his letter to
Lt. Gov. Jesus R. Sablan.

Patricia Palacios-DeBeer

As an example of her commit-
ment, Ng cited Palacios-DeBeers’
willingness to travel to American
Samoa to help with the newly-
implemented NAP operations in

1994.

Her work there entailed advis-
ing the staff on the realities of
beginning a complicated NAP
program.

“Through the years, we, the
grantor agency, have come to ap-
preciate Pat’s devotion to the
NAP,” Ng added.

Palacios-DeBeerhadearlier last
month accepted a new post with
the Lt. Gov. office as Executive
Assistant/Office Manager.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s certificate of rec-
ognition will be presented to her
at a formal ceremony to be an-
nounced At a later date.

OPM sets guidelines on Teno’s
hiring, procurement order

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE OFFICE of the Person-
nel Management has issued its
guidelines on Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio’s new directive re-
quiring all future hirings and
procurement proposals to se-
cure his approval.
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CHAMPAGNE SUNDAY BRUNCH

Plumeria Restaurant - 11:00 am - 1:30 pm
$12.00 for Kids ages 4-11

$7.00

ALL-YOU-CAN -EAT CHINESE BUFFET

Kongo Hanten Chinese Restaurant - Daily 11:30 am to 1:30 pm
Ice Tea Included - Menu changes daily

JAPANESE LUNCH SPECIAL

Yurakuen Japanese Restaurant
Daily Lunch - 3 kinds to choose from11:30 am - 1:30 pm

(Iced Tea included)

We also bake delicious cakes for all occasions.

Take-out orders are accepted

Call us to make reservations for your Wedding,
Christening, Birthday or any kind of Banquet Receptions (8
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In her memorandum, acting
OPM Director Mathilda A.
Rosario said Tenorio’s direc-
tive with regard to personnel
employment “effects the re-
cruitment and new hire of both
civil service and excepted ser-
vice employees, the renewal
of excepted service employ-
ees and any salary adjustments
other than annual civil service
within grade increases.”

She said it is hence the re-
sponsibility of the department
and agency heads to “identify
vital positions, justify their
need and obtain the governor’s
permission for the processing
of their hire or rehire.”

Rosario said the “appoint-
ing authority” will
then"prepare a justification
for the desired employment
action™ addressed to her which
will then be forwarded to the
governor for his “review.”

“A copy of the Request for
Personnel Action only should
be attached,” said the OPM
memo.

The original documents will
be maintained by the “appoint-
ing authority” as the governor
will not sign papers other than
the memorandum.

The governor will then re-
view it to indicate approval or
disapproval on a provided
space.

“The governor’s approval at
this time 1s only for Lhc initia-

tion of the processing of the
requested action,” the OPM
stressed.

“His final approval will be
reserved until the completion
of the review process.”

The affected employee will
be notified of the governor’s
response.

“If the governor approves
the action for processing, the
Appointing Authority will at-
tach the memo with the
governor’s approval to the
original Request for Person-
nel Action and, once reviewed
by the Office of Management
and Budget and the Depart-
ment of Finance, submit it,
with all required supporting
documents to the Director of
Personnel for certification and
processing,” said the OPM
memo.

“Appointing Authorities
mustensure that the employee
does not sign the Contract or
the Conditions of Employ-
ment. These will be signed by
the employee when all other
signatures are obtained,” it
added.

Tenoriorecently issued Di-
rective No. 195 which limited
all departments from process-
ing personnel and procure-
ment requests that exceed
$5.000 in total expenditure.

It was supposedly meant to
cut down on public sector
spending.

Publlc invited to attend
‘opening of photo exhlblt

THE COMMONWEALTH
Council for Arts and Culture in-
vites the public toattend the open-
ing reception for the *2nd Annual
Photography Exhibit” tomorrow,
February 13, from 5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. at the Gallery for Arts
and Culture, located next to the
Capitol Hill Post Office.

The exhibit, will feature both

amateur and professional work
by Northern Mariarias photogra-
phers, will be open until February
27, 1998. Gallery hours are 8:00
a.m.t04:00p.m.,Monday through
Friday, and 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
on Saturdays.

For further information, you
may contact the Arts Council at
322-9982 or 322-9983.

Drive Safely
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Slavery cannot be
justified—Stayman

Allen Stayman

SLAVERY cannot be justified by
economic prosperity, Insular Af-
fairs Director Allen Stayman said
in an interview with another ma-
jor paper in the mainland which
run an article series about the la-
bor condition in the CNMI.

The latest in the *“anti-CNMI”
article series was published by
the Philadelphia Inquirer.

“The Northern Marianas offer
just one example of how intense
global competition combines with

an ample supply of desperately
poorlaborers to perpetuate sweat-
shop conditions,” said the article
written by Jennifer Lin.

“We're all for economic pros-
perity, but you have to look at the
other side of the ledger,” the
Philadelphia Inquirer quoted
Stayman as saying.

“Slavery also was a very pros-
perous economic system. Pros-
perity in itself doesn’t justify be-
havior thatis not acceptable inthe
United States,” Stayman told the
Inquirer.

Like the previous articles pub-
lished by other big papers, the
Inquirer discussed the unfavor-
able condition of Asian workers
in the CNMI, specifically those
employed by garment manufac-
turers.

The Inquirer said thatone of the
causes of labor problems in the
island is the Asian companies’
“unfamiliarity with US labor stan-
dards.”

MHS Marketing Classes to
build, operate own stores

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Staff
STUDENTS inthe Marianas High
School Marketing classes this year
will have a chance to get first-
hand training by running theirown
store and practicing overseas buy-
ing, according to a MHS Market-
ing Instructor Herald Heason.

“Within a month, we construct
a store on campus in which the
students will get to staff them-
selves. They will also do inven-
tory, designs and be in charge of
operations,” said Heason.

“The Marketing classes are
backed by DECA, Distribution
Education Clubs of America. The
classes were offered once again
as a part of a whole range of
electives,” said Heason.

“The classes are a part of the
business curriculum, but hope-

fully, if it is successful, PSS can
possibly tirn it into an academy,”
he said.

“The students willhave a chance
to practice their marketing skills
and learn how to do local pur-
chases as well as overseas buy-
ing,” he added.

Acting Principal Peter Leau also
said that the reason more elective
coursesare being offeredistogive the
students “more opportunities” to fol-
low their interests.

“This also goes in line with the
proposed change in the graduation
requirements from 23 credits to 24
credits now being considered by the
Board of Education,” said Leau.

“Thisway,students wilthave more
chances to take electives instead of
just core courses, and for us to de-
velop a curriculum that is more ca-
reer-related,” he said.

Pre divorce program- proposed f

By Rick Alberto
Varniely News Staff

DIVORCING parents cannot be

grantedadivorcedecreeunlessthey
haveundergone amandatory course
designed to educate them on meet-
ing their children’s needs both dur-
ing and after the divorce proceed-
ings.

Thisisif Senate Bill 11-14, intro-
duced by Sen. Paul A. Manglona
the other day, is enacted into law.

The bill, however, states that the

‘courtmay waive thisrequirementif

the course is determined to be un-

necessary, inappropriate, not feasible
or is not in the best interest of the

parties.

Under the bill, both parents shall
present a certificate of completion of
the mandatory course to the court
before it issues a final order of joint
legal custody.

The order of joint legal custody
shall provide terms pertaining to,
among other things, the child’s resi-
dence, attendance at school, other
activities, daily routine, and associa-
tion with friends; the remaining pa-
rental rights, privileges, duties and

powersthatthey willexercisesolely
or jointly. '

The mandatory course for di-
vorcing parents will be a pilot pro-
gram of the superior court to be
administered by the court director,
according to the bill.

The course may be undertaken
by a public or private contractor.

Divorcing parents will pay the
costs of the course, but if they are
financially unable, they can attend
the course just thesame by filingan
affidavit attesting to their financial

incapacity.

FOR VALENTINE'S DAY'

PLUMERIA
RESORT

VAllNﬂNlS Gl

THE PLUMERIA RESORT INVITES YOU TO GIVE YOUR
VALENTINE A VERY SPECIAL NIGHT...

PACKAGE #I - $150.00

START OFF YOUR VALENTINE'S WITH A GOURMET DINNER FOR

TWO IN THE GOVERNOR'S RESTAURANT, AND THEN RETIRE TO

YOUR ROOM FOR CHAMPAGNE & CHOCOLATES
PACKAGE #2 - $99.00
SPEND THE EVENING IN SADIE'S WITH A COMPLEMENTARY

WELCOME DRINK, AND FIND CHAMPAGNE & CHOCOLATES IN

YOUR ROOM. IN THE MORNING ENJOY SREAKFAST FOR TWO

AT THE GOVERNOR'S BREAKFAST BUFFET

WITH YOU!

GIVE YOUR VALENTINE THE BEST GIFT OF ALL... TIME

CONTACT US AT 322-6201 FOR RESERVATION INFOMATION

. Add some
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MOTOROLA
PROFILE 300

. *INCLUDES 1 MONTH OF .
FREE CELLULAR SERVICE!.

MAIN BUILDING

GUALO RAT COMMERCIAL
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THE SAME! 235-PAGE!
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motoroln/

$75

 *INCLUDES 1 MONTH OF |
FREE PAGING SERVICE! :

*And now for the fine ptint! Somo testrictions apply. While supphos lasl. Price basod on 18 month contract. Sorvice
actlvation required. Aclivaton lee waived ($25). Security deposit roquired {amount basod on crodit chack). Personal plan
not Included. Coltutar phono comos complole with 1 battory, 1 recharger, and owners manual. Sale good through Fobruary
AlRPORT>> R 9-14, 1998, ** Froo 1 month collular service apphes only 1o Mototola Profilo 300 collular phono purchase. Freo 1 month

A pnger sorvice applles onty 1o Motorola Pronto and Expross Xtra pager purchase. Happy Valontine's Dayl

Get 1 month FREE cellular or paging service*® -
rchase one of these great products from Motorola!

MOTOROLA -
€XPRESS XTRA ] .

 ¥INCLUDES 1 MONTH OF
FREE PAGING SERVICE!

A
SAIPAN CELLULAR g PAGING

TEL: 235-PAGE FAX: 235-7640

The Choice is Clear.
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98 Consumer Electric
Show opens Saturday

This section, Around the Islands covers community Stories, local events, and cultural activities. Should you
have a story you would fike to share, or an event that needs to be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

SSP of Japan donates
to Joeten Foundatlon

JUNICHI Hamaguchi, Chairman
of the Shima Sea Pearlof Shima, lease from the
Japan -donated $2,000 to the foundation
Joeten Foundation which will  said.
be used to grant scholarships to Hamaguchi,
high school graduates who are ~ whoisalsothe
determined to pursue college  President of
eduacation but whodonothave  Shima Rotary
the financial means. Club was on
On of the eligibility requirements ~ Saipan last
ofthescholarshipsisthatthegraduate  Jan.23th to 25th.
musthave maintained ‘B average in He said that the donatxon was
high school. made to foster international good-
Also, the family of the graduate  will and fellowship as well as to
should submit proof of inability to  promote a mutually beneficial with
provide financial educational sup-  the community in the CNMI.

port,anewsre-

Junichi Hamaguchi

Beach Road, San Jose
Tel. 235-6688 » 235-6668

CNMI COUNCIL FOR THE HUMANITIES

BOARD VACANCIES

The CNMI Council for the Humanities, a private
nonprofit corporation, is seeking applicants to
serve on the Council’s Board of Directors.
Councilmembers are volunteers who work with
the Council to inform the public abouf Council
grants and programs; attend regularly
scheduled meetings: serve on special
commiftee assignments; develop administrative
and programmatic policy, plans and
procedures; evaluate grant applications; raise
funds; and represent the Council in national or
- other meeting. If you would like to be a member
of the Council, please send a letter briefly
explaining why you would like to serve along
with your resume 1o:
Executive Director, CNMI Council for the
Humanities, AAA 3394 Box 10001, Saipan, MP
96950. For further information, please call- 235-
4785,

ELEVEN firms will showcase
up-to-the-second- techhologies at
the Consumer Electronics Show
'98 on Feb. 14-15 at the Joeten
Kiyu Susupe under the sponsor-
ship of Power 99—KPXP radio
station.

According to Curtis Dancoe,
Power 99 station manager, the
Consumer Electronic Show 98
aims to educate and familiarizze
the public in understanding the
information revolution of the next

- millenium.

“Computers, internet, video-
conferencing, teleconferencing
and other high-fangled words will
become as a common phenom-
enoninabusiness workadayword.
We should be open to the call of

medium calld ‘cyberspace’,” he
said.

This two day high-tech event
will feature the up-to-the-minute
office and home technologies to-
day and tomorrow.

Featured are digital copiers,
wireless cellulars, high powered
computers, high speed internet
carriers, automated office equip-
ment and other household elec-
tronic items. ’

Technology can also spell fun
as continuing computer educa-
tion will also be inthe show as
well as modified and improved
cable services will be well repre-
sented.

The high tech sponsors for said
event include Island Business
Systems and Supply, Saipan Cel-

lular and Paging Systems, MTC,
IT & E, PCI Communications,
Marianas Cable Vision, Marianas
Electronics, Computerland,
Xerox, Northern Marianas Col-
lege and ‘Saipan Car Tunes and
Accessories/Taro Sue Pro-Light-
ing and Sound Systems.

Comlimentary food and bever-
age is provided by Micronesian
Brokers and Coca-Cola. Coca-
Cola and Power 99’s Island
Cruiser will have a live remote on
the entire two-day event.

Raffle prizes and other special
promotions is brought to you by
Power 99—CNMI’s number one
radio station on the island as well
as sponsors of the said show. The
show is open to the public with
free admission.

the future and the advent of anew

VadeorNensStaff L
DESPITE the- mpomed slump mv
CNMI economic activities, a big:

hotels. Their edge ?

and costs.

‘Brown, Nestle Food Products
Micronesia, Guam, and CNML

by the firm, said the reported
reduction in the number of tour-
ists coming in may not affect the
muoducuonoffrozenenuaestothe
hotels.
“Idamkt}wmwaslump,”hesaxd.
“ButFthink the real impactof the

'multi-national firm has opted to
takeﬁleoddsandtap&aelocal-»

Frozenenmﬂxatcmﬂdmtnme v
“I am optimistic,” said Mxke ‘
Regional Sales Managerfor the

Brown, citing studies done

e "‘Same.'IheamOlmtﬂmﬁleyamspend it ;

L £ thePacxﬁcGaxdemaHotellastFn—

. day. .

'boom takes two tothree daysonthe -
. islands ‘spending $1200. Now. they
. comefortwodaysandspend$75 ?

'mghasgonedown. g
“The average tourist, dunng the

' Bmwn explained. -

: 'I'heyleldofmoneycormnghas' :
. gonedownbutthey(tounsts)mare P
- still eating.”>
He said food mdustry profes- _
sionals should, given the smxa— '
‘ uon “Iook for ways to cut costs.”

“And frozen food, specifically,
Mexican dishes, could be a wel-

~come respite, -

*“You just out them in the oven,.
heat them up, and presto, youhave
food... good food,” said Brown:

N&sﬂeFoodeductsheld alaunch-

said they will keep their options':
- open to others who said they think -
: ﬂxcpmductcmxldaswellhelpboost .

L ‘oonsxdexed stillnew on the island. T
' gﬂmmkamstaumntwhosewesmemr
mayenjoybettersales,”said Koichi
- Tabei,ownerof theCountxyHousé

1st§ who visited CNMI in Dec.-

ng
fommmSOmstmnmto

Reactxons vaxy from those whof"

“Mexxcan dishés am sometiung

RestauxantmGampan S
There were some 51,875 tour—

last year, a ﬁgure that.is more .
than 10,000 tourists lower than "
than the 63, 318 arrivals for the.
same period in 1996. -

1 Taotao Ta
‘on tonight

PROGRAMANITaotaotais featur-
ing Chamorro Orthography with
Carman S. Taimanao, PSS Chamorro
Bilingual Program/CNMI Language
Policy Commission Board member
andBillMacaranas, CNMILanguage
Policy Executive Directorontonight’s
live show on Marianas Cable Vision
(MCV) hosted by Frances Sablan.

Join us tonight in finding out more
about Chamorro Orthography. What
itis? What’s the latest word in stan-
dardizing the Chamorro Orthogra-
phy within the CNMI and Guam and
more.

CallMCV at235-6382/3/4tocom-
ment on tonight’s topic and/or ask
your own questions.

‘Healthy Heart Walk’ set
for this Valentine’s Day

THE SAN Vicente Elementary
Student Council invites all stu-
dents, and relatives of students
attending the school to partici-
pate in our Healthy Heart Walk
onSaturday, Feb. 14., Valentine's
Day on the Beach Road Walking
Path.

Registration and a rolling start
will beginat6 a.m. atKilili Beach.

“Walkers will go as far as they
wishon the path, then turn around

and walk back,” a news release

from SVES said.

There will be supporters
cheerignonthe walkersevery half
mile and also a waterstation at the

last turn-around point across from
Wendy's.

Participants are asked to come
prepared with tennis shoes and
water bottles. Students are en-
couraged to wear shorts and their
school t-shirts or any yellow t-
shirt.

Thereisnocharge forthisevent.

As each walker finishes,
there will be healthy snacks,
juice and water provided bu
the school. Walkers who com-
plete the entire course will re-
ceive a special certificate. All
walkers must be back at Kilili
Beach by 11 a.m.

NGA offers Teacher Institute

THE NATIONAL Gallery of Ant
welcomes educators from grades K-
12 to apply for the 1998 Teacher
Institute which will be repeated in
three separate sessions: July13-18,
July 27-August 1 and August 10-15.

Located in Washington, D.C., the
National Gallery of Arts 1998 subject
is Mythology.

The institute will focus on Greco-
Roman mythology and will also ex-
amine select myth form African,

Native Americanand Asian cultures,
anewsrelease from the CNMICoun-
cil for the Humanities said.

The program will also feature slide-
illustratedlectures, gallery tours, téach-
ing methodology sessions and con-
nections to the humanities, language
arts, musicandenvironmental studies.

Theprogramenrollmentis $200.00
and applications must be postmarked

by April 3, 1998.

For application, please write to the

Department of Teacher and School
Programs, National Gallery of A,
Sixthand Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.orleave your mail-
ingaddressat(202) 842-6796 orsend

. e-mail to h-applegate@nga.gov.

Applications will be available in
mid-February.

For additional information contact
directly the National Gallery of Art at
the addressess and phone number
above.
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DPW: Political will needed to
implement waste management

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
GIVEN the financial crisis it
is now experiencing, the new
administration will have to
muster enough political will
to implement a $70-million
solid waste management pro-
gram that has been stalled over
technical problems in the past
several years.

“The Commonwealth has to
come up with a lot of match-
ing fund, the amountis solarge
that even a small percentage
of that is still alarge number,”
said Bill Bush, public works
legal counsel, in an interview
yesterday.

- The project is to be funded
jointly by both federal and
local governments.

However, Bush explained
that the CNMI government is
required to at least release the
“beginning money” and to
commititself to the program’s
10-year scope.

“The entire amount of
money doesn’t have to be paid
in a year...

“ (But,) if you’re going to
have a 10-year plan and you
start it, you need to commit
all 10 years now otherwise the
money already spent will be
wasted,” he said.

“(The government) will re-
ally have to have a heartfelt
commitment.”

But with the tax rebate fund
almost hitting rock bottom
compared to its $31 million
projected amount and the defi-
cit reportedly hovering at $35

million, observers say the pro-
gram may yet face an uphill
climb.

Bush said the program is
now a “hot topic” on the
agenda of Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio’s transition commit-
tee which is “reviewing the
general scope” of its coverage
and finding out ways on how
tohandle it (See related story).

He said the Department of
Public Works has put all
scheduled biddings and
awards on hold pending a de-
cision from the body.

“We’ve got some bids on
and have began to think about
making awards. (But) all have
been put on hold,” he said.

“The amount from the pre-
vious projects that had been
laid out but are currently on
hold is in the neighborhood of
$70 million.”

The program calls for the
closure of the Puerto Rico
fund, the opening of landfills
and the contruction of at least
three incinerators.

Former Gov. Froilan C.
Tenorio, last year, approved
the appropriation, from the
Capital Improvement Projects
(CIP) fund, of about $16 mil-
lion for the closure of the
Puerto Rico dump.

Similar funding had also
been reportedly acquired for
the incinerator project. It how-
ever failed to get off the
ground following
disgreements the previous ad-
ministration had with the En-
vironmental Protection

Court asked: Impose
penalties on land case

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
L&T INTERNATIONAL
Corp. yesterday asked the
court to impose monetary
sanctions against the es-
tranged wife of former House
Vice Speaker Luis C.
Benavente for allegedly filing
a frivolous complaint.

L&T, through counsel
Steven P. Pixley, requested the
Superior Court to order plain-
tiff Katherine S. Benavente to
pay penalties for suing the
company without conducting
a prefiling investigation.

“The language of the (stat-
ute) is crystal clear. The facts
are essentially undisputed.
The case lacks legal and fac-
tual basis,” Pixley said in a
motion for sanctions.

Katherine sued Luis
Benavente and L&T to block
the sale of parcels of land in
Garapan they allegedly ac-
quired during their marriage.

Katherine sought $250,000
in damages for rents collected
from tenants on the land in
question.

The plaintiff, through coun-
sel Pamela Brown, asked the

court to void any agreements
entered between Benavente
and L&T regarding the lands.

The Supreme Court upheld
last November the decision of
trial court allowing L&T to
foreclose a property belong-
ing to Benavente for nonpay-
ment of loan.

Pixley said a review of the
underlying facts and control-
ling law yields the inevitable
conclusion that Katherine’s
lawsuit was commenced solely
for the purpose of delaying
the foreclosure of the real
property owned by Benavente.

The delay, according to
Pixley, enabled Katherine to
continue to collect rental in-
come from the lands and re-
move personal belongings
from the property.

The lawyer said the action
lacks merit because Katherine
filed the case five years after
the documents on the convey-
ance of the property to L&T
were recorded.

Pixley said the plain language
of the Marital Property Actshows
that the lands are the individual
property of Benavente who ac-
quired them in 1982,

Agency regarding the burn-
ers’ emissions.

Keith Aughenbaugh, federal
CIP Coordinator for the
CNMI, in an interview shortly
after last year’s elections, has
said that the federal govern-
ment is giving the new admin-
istration “‘a few more months
to come up with a compliance
schedule.”

“A date when the dumpsite
will be closed,” he said.

“The governor has to come
up with a compliance sched-
ule that will give some target
dates for site assessment...
slope stabilization... the clos-
ing of the dump, and gettin the
new landfill operating,” he
said.

Aughenbaugh said Tenorio

may want to try the Plasma
Pyrolysis and Vitrification
system (PPV) and the Plasma
Remediation In-Situ Material
(PRISM), two “‘unique” pro-
cesses that recycle garbage to
produce fuel, power and con-
struction supplies.
- The new technology was re-
cently introduced by the
Plasma Technology Corp., a
North Carolina-based firm
who claimed the method
would cost government half
of what it would have spent
using incinerators.

“From our point of view, we
are leaving it to them (new
government) to make a deci-
sion. We have funding avail-
able,” said Aughenbaug.

MPLT makes available
$5M for housing loans

By Rick Alberto

Variely News Staff
A TOTAL of $5 million bor-
rowed from the Marianas Pub-
lic Land Trust will be made
available for relending by the  approvesthe loanagreementbe-
Northern Marianas Housing  tween the MPLT and the
Corp. to would-be homeowners. NMHC.

NMHC Director MaryLou S. Ada said the legislature’s ap-
Ada said yesterday the money,  proval is necessary to insure
which is deposited in the bank,  that the MPLT’s investment is
is available for drawback pend- Gontinued on page 19

ing the processing of housing
loan applications.
Initially only $1.5 million will
be loaned out, with the amount
increasing after the legislature

Conmontoealth of the FRorthern Mariana Fslandg
COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

PUBLIC NOTICE
0." February 9, 1998

PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 8-41, SECTION 11, GOVERNOR PEDRO P.
TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN, THROUGH THE CDA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, ARE HEREBY GIVING NOTICE, THAT THE REGULAR
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COMMONWEALTH
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (CDA) ON FEBRUARY 5, 1998 WILL
RECONVENE ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1998 AT 10:00 A M. THE MEETING
WILL BE HELD AT THE CDA CONFERENCE ROOM, WAKIN'S BUILDING,
GUALO RAI SAIPAN. THE AGENDA IS AS FOLLOWS:

AGENDA (CDA)

I. ROLLCALL
II.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA
.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES
1. November 25, 1997
2. December 23, 1997
IV.  REPORTS
1. Fund's Availability
V. DCD MATTERS
1. New Loan Applications
2. Reports
V1. OLD BUSINESS
VII. NEW BUSINESS
1. Pacific Buss. Center Program Request for Matching Funds FY 98-99
2. NMHC's Letter of January 5, 1998
VIHI. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
1. Audit Fiscal Year 1997 2. Budget FY 1999
IX. OTHER MATTERS

(Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 13(a)(7) and Section 13(c), the Board may vote
10 mee! in executive session)

/s/JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman, CDA Board of Directors

N
v,
N2
20 By

N

2. Chairman’s/Exec. Director’s Report

3, Other Matters

GUESS PRODUCTS, CHOCOLATE,
SUNGLASS, WATCH CAMERA,
VIDEO CAMERA WALKMAN

PERFUME, COSMETIC,
ZIPPO LIGHTER MONTBLANC

40%

AIRPORT

PRICE
COSTCO

BUY A $100.00 OR MORE
and GET A FREE GIFT

LA

DEPARTMENT STORE
TEL: 235-1555/4343

CLOSING OUT SALE

Final Business Day is on 15th of Feb.

ALL JEWELRY ITEMS 50% OFF
HURRY, ONLY FOR THIS WEEK

MAUI DIVER’S OF SAIPAN

TEL: 235 5255
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Sex, money scandals
surfacing in Tuvalu

SUVA (Pacnews)—Illicit sex
and Italian money scandals -
allegedly banked in the Fiji
capital Suva - have emerged
in one of the world’s smallest
democracies as candidates
slug it out in Tuvalu’s bitter
general election. :

Tuvalu, made up of nine
atolls and home to around
10,500 Polynesians, votes on
March 26, The Daily Post re-
ports.

Ten days later the 12-seat
parliament elects a prime min-
ister. Prime  Minister

Bikenibeu Paeniu is fighting
allegations he sexually as-
saulted a youth and has ac-
cused his predecessor, Kamuta
Latasi, of taking money from
an Italian businessman.

Paenin comes from
Nukulaelae which has 300
voters, and he’s confident they
will return him unopposed.

During parliament’s volatile
final session last year, in
which a fist fight broke out at
one stage, Latasi challenged
Paeniu to say he was not a
homosexual.

Kiribati to maintain its
$30,000 Aloha charter

HONOLULU (Pacnews)—
Kiribati President Teburoro Tito
says his country spends more than
$US30,000 a week to charter an
Aloha Airlines Boeing 737 to fly
passengers and cargo between Ho-
nolulu and Christmas (Kiritimati)
Island, in eastern Kiribati.

The air service was established
last year, and Tito said ithad been
costly to the Kiribati government
and continues to drain the
country’s limited financial re-
sources.

The Kiribati President said,

however, that the number of tour-
ists visiting Christmas Island will
remain low for some time be-
cause of limited accommodations
and the need to improve the
island’s roads, telecommunica-
tions and public utilities.

Tito noted that the Kiribati
government has begun imple-
menting plans to upgrade hotel
facilities and improve other sup-
port services on the island,
whichis located near the Equa-
tor almost directly south of Ho-
nolulu.

Overste in American
Samoa facing deportation

PAGO PAGO (Pacnews)—
More than 1 000 overstayers
in American Samoa who were
granted amnesty to remain in
the territory by Governor
Tauese Sunia last year face
deportation.

This is according to Immi-
gration Board Chairman
Tuilefano Vaelaa.

Tuilefano says the aliens did
not appear before the Immi-
gration Board to get approval
to stay in the territory as or-

dered by the High Court when
it shut down the governor’s
amnesty program.

The High Court had ruled that
the 2 391 aliens who had been
granted amnesty could not be de-
ported as long as the Immigration
Board allowed them to stay.

Tuilefano said the board ex-
tended the deadline twice for
amnesty applicants to present
required documentations such
as police and medical reports
and pay immigration bonds, but

more than 1 000 have still not
done so.

As of last week, close to 1 000
of the amnesty applicants have
appeared before the Board and
had been given final or condi-
tional approval to reside in the
territory.

Details of how the deporta-

tion orders will be executed -

and the rationalities of those

affected will be announced’

after an Immigration Board
meeting later this week.

CANBERRA (Pacnews)——-

Chan has told the second in-
cenary crisis'that he did not
mercenaries’ had left the

country. .
S:r Julius was oxvmg evi-

Former Papua.New Guinea.
Prime Minister Sir Julius

quiry into the Sandline mer- .

_read the contract signed by
both parties until after the -

Chan gives evidence for the
first time in Sandline lnq;;.:-

: dence for the f:rst txme to the “not want mercenarxes on the

..,mquxry which has been run-.-

mng for five months. .
Radio Australia reported Sir

» Juhus as saying that the first.
- time he saw the contract was.
after the mercenanes had been

deported. .
Sir Julaus said his- mam aim
had been to end the war on

Bougamv;lle and that he dld_

caim;

' prowded for 40 ‘mercenar-

front line. .
‘He: sa1d re opemng >
copper mine was not hxs chlcf,_

HoWever, , thc contract

ies to make the rebels milj-
tarily ineffective and re-
open the Bougamvﬂle cop-’
per mme : —

‘Iﬁe First Floral Sﬁop

234-7482 (RITA) Fax 234-2392

1 rose

ROSE ARRANGEMENTS

3 roses
6 roses
12 roses

ROSE BOXED

$12.00
$25.00
$45.00
$80.00

1 rose

1 rose
3 roses

Middie !mad Gualo Rai » Open dally Mnn -8at. 7am- 8nm . 8unday Inam 5pm

3 roses
6 roses
12 roses

ROSE WRAPPED

6 roses

$10.00
$20.00
$38.00
$75.00

$ 6.00
$18.00
$36.00
$7~2.00

Vanuatu emergency 11fted

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—Thestate
of emergency in Vanuatu ended mid-
night last night, four weeks after it
was firstimposed by the govemnment
to restore law and order following
riots in Port Vila on January 12.

The first two-week state of emer-
gency had to be extended for another
two weeks.

It allowed the Vanuatu National
Provident Fund to pay out invest-
ments by members after up to 500
members rioted to force the payout.

This followed concemns over an
Ombudsman’s report which high-
lighted that politicians received pref-
erential treatmentinthe VNPFHous-
ing Loan Scheme.

VNPF is continuing the payment
withpolicesecurity being maintained
at the fund’s headquarters.

Prime Minister Serge Vohor went
on Radio Vanuatu Tuesday night to
assuremembersthat paymentswould
continue after thestate of emergency
had been lifted.

More enrollees at Samoa U

APIA (Pacnews)—About 400 new
students enrolled this year with the
National University of Samoa
(NUS). Assistant Registrar for
Academics Shorley Mariner says
this is due to more new programs
being introduced this year.
Theseincludethe Bachelorof Com-

merce course and other courses of-
fered by the science, commerce,
education and art faculties, 2AP
Treports. '

Mariner says the new commerce
degree course is the only one in the
region apart from those in Australia
and New Zealand universities.

Australian aid to PNG
begins its fourth cycle

CANBERRA (Pacnews)—The
Australian Defence Force flights
carrying food relief to isolated vil-
lages in Papua New Guinea in seri-
ous need of food have begun their
fourth monthly cycle of deliveries.

With AusAID and PNG govemn-
ment personnel on board to monitor
the distribution of food relief and
assess future needs, the ADFisflying
food aid to the worst hit locations in
nine provinces which cannot be
reached by any other means.

In February, AusAID expects to
provide food aid to 52,000 people,
which is less than previously pre-
dicted.

The rainsacrossPNG have meant
that in some areas, garden foods
have become available as asupple-
ment to bush or famine food. .

This means that some areas pre-
viously classified as Cagetory 5 are
now being downgraded to Category
4or3.

Meanwhile, the focus of the re-
lief effort is now starting to tumn to
rehabilitation.

Thefirstdelivery of potatoseeds,
maize and vegetable seedsis due to
arrive in PNG later this month for
distribution by the PNG govern-
ment and the ADF to the worst
affected areas.
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Pohnpei reminded on PSRP

Jacob Nena

PALIKIR, Pohnpei—President
Jacob Nena has announced that an
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
Mission will visit the FSM next
monthto review the performance
of each of the five local govern-
ments participating in the Public
Sector Reform program (PSRP).

In this regard, Nena expressed
grave concern that Pohnpei State
may fail inits commitments to the
ADB-sponsored PSRP which in-
volves retiring employees in the
public service system (PSS) in
order to trim government’s an-
nual expenditures.

The president reiterated a condi-
tion of the ADB loan that state and
national governments are required to
focus their performance on the fol-
lowing reform areas:

e reductioninpersonnel through

_the Early Retirement Program

(ERP);

Del Pangelinan

« reduction in wage levels;

+ increase in taxes and other
revenues;

s enactment at the state-level of
companion foreign investment
legislation; and

« the maintenance of reforms
and overall fiscal adjustment.

Pohnpei State, Nena said, is
meeting only the “reductions in
personnel through the ERP” re-
quirement but not the other four
requirements.

As a condition for the second
drawdown of the remaining $8
million dollars, the National Gov-
emment and at least two states
must show sufficient progress in
meeting their targets.

The Presidentexpressedhiscon-
cemsoverthe inclusionof'the Pohnpei
State’s inflation adjustment projec-
tions inthe operating budget for fiscal
yar 1998, nemmdlng Pohnpel Gov.

Dengue i ln Fljl I'lSlIlg

SUVA (Pacnews)—The number
of dengue fever cases in Fiji are
continuing to escalate with fig-
ures to date totalling nine thou-
sand.

According tostatistics provided
by the Health Ministry, the Cen-
tral Division has so far recorded
seven thousand cases since the
outbreak, while the Western Di-

vision, a total of 1500 cases, Is-
land Networks Corporation re-
ports.

The Northern and Eastern Divi-
sions have recorded more than 300.

The number of dengue deaths
has also risen to NINE after a
young man died at the Colonial
War Memorail Hospital in Suva
last Friday.

Del Pangelinan the consensus of the
Chief Executive Conference (CEC)
and a subsequent legislation which
precludes the use of inflation adjust-
ment funds for operation.

Pohnpei State has included its fis-
cal 1998 operation budget, the Presi-
dent stated, in order to balance its
budget whileatthe same time itshows
the state of Pohnpei has lost its previ-
ous commitment to reform and ad-
justment.

Whileacknowledging thatthetone

of his letter may not readily accepted,
President Nena believes it is in the
best interest of the State and the Na-
tional Government to retum to the
more austere or sirict medium-term
fiscal yarearlierachieved by Pohnpei
State,

*“Each of our Governments in un-
dertaking reforms that require greater
political will and courage,” President
Nena stated adding, *‘Thope that you
will review efforts with your State
leadership to re-establish consensus

c For FREE Estimation

Call Us at Tel. 235-5547
Fax: 235-5548
or visit our Showroom at

Afetna Square, Ground Floor
Sablan Commercial Bldg. San Antonio

to fully implement our two-pronged
economic strategy of public sec-
tor reform and private sector pro-
motion.” _

The President concluded his
letter by offering to Gov.
Pangelinan the assistance of the
National Task Force.

The letter was copied to the
FSM VicePresident, Speakerof FSM
Congress, Speaker of Pohnpei Legis-
lature and the Chairman of Pohnpeli
Congressional Delegation.

50%OFF

For All Kinds of PVC Vertical Blinds

Carpets, Blinds & Typhoon Shusters

With MTC's

per month
{plus a one-time
$10 sign-up fee)

you see their number before
you pick up the phone

JUSt * Records the numbers of all incoming calls — even the hang ups.*
* Keeps track of the date and time of calls.

$6 9ST + Captures and stores phone numbers for easy return calls — don't waste
time looking up numbers.

Works great with MTC Personal Secretary Service or your answering machine.

* CALLER ID service will display numbers of incoming calls from within the 670 area code only.
It will not show calls dialed from payphones, cellular phones, unlisted numbers or numbers using Selective Blocking.
t Residential lines only. Call 682-2745 for business CALLER ID.

B mEe

SAIPAN: 234-7143 « TINIAN: 433-0210 » ROTA: 532-3599

Buy your

CALLER ID display unit
at MTC Customer Service
for just $25.
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Cambodia parllament dlsfupted

By ELAINE KURTENBACH
BEIJING (AP) - An exiled Chi-
nese activist whotraveled covertly
to China for meetings with other

to the United States, officials and
dissidents said Tuesday.

While expelling Wang
Bingzhang, police widened their
round up of domestic dissidents,

dissidents was swiftly deported

Cambodian opposition Khmer Nation Party leader Sam Rainsy points
to a party statement shown the renegade Kong Mony’s complicity with
Second Prime Minister Hun Sen in masterminding the March 30
grenade attack as he speaks to reporters at the Phnom Penh municipal
court on Mon. Sam Rainsy accused strongman Hun Sen on Monday of
orchestrating spilts in opposition parties to ensure that there will be no
challenge to his power in July elections. ae

- GRAND PRIZE

detaining a fifth democracy cam-
paigner in connection with
Wang's case, human rights groups
said.

Animportant figure in China’s
democracy movement, Wang
ended his exile of nearly two de-
cades last month, sneaking into

Chinaunderanalias to help dissi-
dents form an opposition party.

The plan was one of the bold-
estchallenges to Communist Party
rule in years by a movementoften
divided and under constant police
harassment.

Captured by police Friday in
the eastern city of Bengbu, Wang
was put on a Los Angeles-bound
plane from Shanghai on Monday,
said Bil: Palmer, spokesman for
the U.S. Embassy in Beijing.

He said Chinese authorities did
notinform the embassy that Wang
had been deported until Tuesday,
hours after the dissident had con-
tacted his parents and human
rights groups by telephone upon
his arrival in California.

“All of my family members
are delighted and happy ... be-

— So’rurdoy Februory 14,1998
‘J ‘ot SUNSET BAR & GRILL

Bring your loved ones and enjoy a wide
variety of dancing music from Guam’s

KAPAZ BANQO

and our very own

cause for the last of couple of
days, we were very worried,”
brother Wang Bingwu said on
Hong Kong radio. He and his par-
ents live in Montreal.

A Chinese government spokes-
man, Zhu Bangzao, said Wang
was held for questioning and de-
ported because he entered China
illegally by using a false name to
get a visa.

Asked whether police would
release other dissidents rounded
up because of their contacts with
Wang, Zhu said only that deten-
tions are handled “in strict accor-
dance with our law.”

Human rights groups based in
Hong Kong and New York said
Wang Donghai, a dissident based
ineastern Zhejiang province who
recently met Wang Bingzhang,
was detained Monday night.

Police are believed to have
rounded up at least four other
activists, all of whom are thought
to have met Wang in the two
weeks he managed to elude de-
tection.

Wang’s citizenship and what

KOOL GHANGE

Enfrance: $12 per person which includes a
complimentary rose for ladies and a
complimentary beer from The Bud Family for

the gentlemen.

Doors open at 5:00 p.m.

Proudly sponsored by:
Pena House, CNMI Garment Association, Martha’s Store, Marpac,

Pacific Gardenia Hotel, Elite Printing and Shimbros Audio

Proceeds to be donated to Mt. Carmel Schoo!. Tickets available at Marpac, Pacific Gardenia and Martha's Store
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kind of travel document he used
to enter China remain unclear,
Palmer said. The Chinese gov-
ernment is believed to keep a
blacklist of exiled dissidents it
wants to keep out, and Wang is
among the most notorious.

Wang left China for Canada in
the late 1970s and then moved to
the United States afew years later.
In the early 1980s, he set up a
magazine, China Spring, and the
Chinese Alliance for Democracy,
one of the earliest exiled political
groups. Their actions and writ-
ings inspired students and intel-
lectuals in ‘China and angered
Chinese leaders.

Wang's quick deportation ap-
parently was intended to mini-
mize any trouble between Beijing
and Washington at a time of im-
proving ties and in the weeks
ahead of the March 16 session of
the U.N. Human Rights Commis-
sion in Geneva.

In 1995, Chinese authorities
arrested another exiled activist,
Harry Wu, who tried toenter west-
ern China to investigate labor
camps. '

Chinese authorities detained
Wu, a China-bom U.S. citizen,
for 66 days, sentenced him to 15
years in prison for spying and
then deported him.

China deports
detained

dissident to
the U.S.

By KER MUNTHIT
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP)
- Rival factions of a small political
party turned Parliament into bedlam
Tuesday as politicians disputed the
legality of the legislature following
last July’s violent ouster of co-pre-
mier Prince Norodom Ranariddh.

The division of the Buddhist Lib-
eral Democratic Party into factions
siding with Ranariddh or strongman
Hun Sen, who deposed his co-pre-
mier in two days of battles in the
capital, reflects what opponents view
as Hun Sen’s divide-and-conquer
strategy ahead of elections scheduled
for July 26.

HunSenhasestablishedunrivalled
power over Cambodia since driving
the prince into exile. Both before and
after his takeover, he has been ac-
cused of orchestrating splits in the
partiesthatonce opposed hisCambo-
dian People’s Party.

OnTuesday, five National Assem-
bly members belonging to the pro-
HunSen factionof the BLDP walked
out of the session when their rivals
refused toapologize foralleged state-
ments that Hun Sen seized power in
a coup and the assembly was thus
illegal.

Ieng Mouly, who heads the fac-
tion, said he could not accept the
alleged statements made by anti-Hun
Sen faction member Son Soubert,
who spent six months in exile in
Thailand after the takeover.

Son Soubert was attending his first
assembly meeting Tuesday since re-
turning to Cambodia two weeks ago.
Each BLDP faction holds five seats
in the 120-member assembly.
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~ Asia may see haze again

By JASMINA KUZMANOVIC
SINGAPORE (AP) - Meteorolo-
gists call her La Nina - “baby girl”
- and hope that this summer she
can succeed E] Nino and prevent
the haze that hung over most of
Southeast Asia for months last
year.

El Nino is expected to weaken,
experts said Tuesday after a two-
day session at which Southeast
Asian, American, European and
Australian forecasters drew up a
two-year climate forecast for the
region.

El Nino, which means “baby
boy” in Spanish, is the climate
change phenomenonthat last year
delayed monsoon rains in South-
east Asia. That aggravated the
effect of forest fires in Indonesia,
causing massive pollution and
respiratory problems throughout
the region.

“Now we came to the end of El
Nino’s life span,” said Woon Shih
Lai, a Singapore weather expert
who chaired the conference.

Experts predicted that after April,
there is an 85 percent chance that the
weather in the region will return ei-
ther to normal rainfall conditions, or
to a La Nina scenario, which is the
reverse of El Nino and brings wet
weather.

But scientists hope for ‘La Nina’ to prevent it

Steven Tan, 43, a carpenter bearing a kavadi is being decorated with skewers that pierce through his lips

and tongue while his Indian friends chant for the Lord Muragan to bring him courage at the Sri Srinivasa
Perumal Temple on Tuesday. Tan, who is a Chinese Hindl, is one of the few non-Indians who take part in

the annual Thaipusam procession.

The experts estimated a chance of
a prolonged El Nino at 15 percent.

But this positive outlook does
not rule out another haze episode,
scientists said.

AP

“If there are fires, we may be
affected by haze, but no sooner
than in April,” said Woon. He
added that a dry period between
May and October always brings

along “‘some haze.”

A hundred fires are already
burning in Indonesia, and some
flights have been delayed. Clear-
ing land by fire has been an agri-

cultural practice in Indonesia for
centuries.

A Southeast Asian action plan
was announced in December to
head off another haze crisis this
year, by preparing an inventory
of fire-fighting capabilities, set-
ting up an early-waming system
and determining whether outside
help should be sought in the form
of aircraft,equipmentandexperts.

Under the plan, Malaysia is to
work out policies on combating
haze-producing fires, Singapore
monitors the blazes and Indone-
sia is to bolster its fire fighting
capacity.

Workshops like the one con-
ducted Monday and Tuesday are
supposed to emphasize the scien-
tific message and alert the au-
thorities, said Candyce Clark of
the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

“The idea is to move from the
academic ground into the real
world,” said Ms. Clark.

“If the local government has
the information in advance, and
acts upon the information, then
agricultural practices can be sup-
pressed,” she said.

Last year, she said, the infor-
mation was there, “but was not
acted upon.”

visa to visit Australia

Farrakhan has formally applied for a visa to visit Ausiralialater this
week; the federal government said Tuesday.

The militant leader and his 24-member entourage applied for
visas at the Australian consul in the Philippines capital of Manila
on Monday, a spokesman for Immigration Minister Philip Rud-
dock said,

Farrakhan applies for

CANBERRA, Australia (AP) _ Nation of Islam leader Louis

~ The visa applications were being reviewed by immigration

officials in Canberra,

Russia, Libya and Israel.

“A decision will be made on the basis of the contents in the visa
apphcauons, the spokesman said.

- Jewish leaders have called on Ruddock to refuse Farrakhan
entry into Australia, using the same character provisions drawn on
to refuse a visa to Holocaust revisionist David Irving

Farrakhan is believed to be traveling to Australia via Indonesia
as part of his second world friendship tour which has taken him'to

Last September, Farrakhan opened his tour in Iraq, defying US.
warnings that his visits to countries considered terrorist states
could be used for propaganda purposes.

jo,. er kllling .'8.‘(‘31V1‘1ans; |

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) -
A judge Tuesday ordered six po-
licemen to be arrested in the mas-
sacre of eight ethnic Tamil civil-
ians in northeastern Sri Lanka,
officials said.

Twelve paramilitary guards,
who work under police supervi-
sion, have already been detained
over the Jan. 31 killings at
Thampalagamam village in the
Trincomalee district, police offi-
cials told The Associated Press.

Police first reported they had
killed eight guerrillas in a gun
battle, but Tamil lawmakers wrote
to  President  Chandrika
Kumaratunga after army officials
in the area said there was evi-
dence of a massacre while in po-

lice custody.

The civilians, all young men,
had been arrested earlier in the
day.

Judge Paramalingam Selvaraj
remanded the guards until Feb.
24 and issued the arrest warrant,

The military has been trying to
clean up its image in recent
months. Ten soldiers were ar-
rested last month over the killings
of two Tamil civiliansin the north-
ern Jaffna Peninsula.

Nine other soldiers are on trial
for rape and murder of a high
school girl and the killings of her
mother, brother and neighbor in
1996 in the Jaffna Peninsula

Tamil guerrillas are fighting for
a homeland for minority Tamils.

only
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By BART JONES
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) —
Finance ministers and central bank
heads from a coalition of poor
countries shaken by the Asian cri-
sis say it’s time to give the Inter-

Thai Foreign Minister Surin Pitsuwan, left, meets with Indonesian President Suharto in Jakarta Tuesday.
Thailand will donate 5,000 tons of rice and a shipment of medicine to Indonesia to ease shortages of essential

national Monetary Fund and the
World Bank a facelift— or more.

Closing out a three-day meet-
ing, the Group of 24 called on
Monday for a major overhaul of
the world’s top multilateral lend-

ing agency and its sister institu-
tion.

“Uncertainty continues to be
present and confidence continues
tobe absent,” said Antonio Casas,

head of Venezuela’s Central Bank

goods in light of the current economic crisis. Man center is Suharto’s interpreter Widodo.

| &@L“ ‘_r@

Saipan, Tinian and Rota.

following:

projects.

several years,

/sSIMARYLOU S. ADA
Corporate Director

NORTHERN MARIANAS
HOUSING CORPORATION

- ‘REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS -

The Northemn Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC), a public corporation under the Government of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, is requesting Statement of Qualifications (RFQ) from Architectural/Engineering
consulting firms for the planning, design and construction management of its various projects through the islands of

Interested firms are asked to submit detailed statements of their qualifications which should, at a minimum contain the

1. List of projects completed. Consulting firm needs to identify extent of involvement with the project listed.

2. Number of personnel and their respective position titles or capacity within the organization. Also include
current license/registration of staff members.

3. Short history of the firm indicating overall performance. The NMHC considers it critical that firms be firmly
established in the Commonwealth to take full advantage of its desire to fully participate in all aspects of its

While 254 and 255 forms may be used to document the firm's Statement of Qualifications, NMHC expects a more in-
depth narration of the firm’s background and qualifications.

The RFQ is to be submitted to the NMHC Office no later than 2:30 p.m., Friday, February 20, 1998 at which time
NMHC will meet to evaluate each firm’s submission of its qualifications. Firms are advised that they may be called for

interview as partof the evaluation process at the discretion of the Corporate Director. Firms are also advised that NMHC
may select only firm or several firms to participate in various projects which are expected to be accomplished over

The following list while not all exclusive, presents the extent of projects the RFQ must address:
+  Multipurpose Recreational Facility at the Northern Marianas College - to perform construction management;

»  Low-Cost House Plans - to develop several complete A/E plans for a 2-, 3-, 4- and 5-bedroom houses; and,

* Kagman Community Center - to develop planning, complete A/E and construction management for acommunity
cenler in Kagman, Saipan.

This request for Statement of Qualifications constitutes the scope of work. Thus, the Statement of Qualifications must be
general, but at the same time, be specific enough to include projects relating to the planning, design and construction
management of projects in the Commonwealth. All RFQ’s shall become the sole property of the NMHC.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

and the outgoing president of the
G-24.

Poor nations founded the G-24
in 1971 to promote development
by lobbying for changes in the
international monetary system.

Its membership is divided
equally among Asia, Africa and
Latin America.

Twenty-four hour trading on
global financial markets that can

. move billions of dollars in a mat-

ter of minutes is overwhelming
the IMF and World Bank, which
were “designed for other reali-
ties,” Casas told reporters.

The Asiancrisis is raising ques-
tions among developing nations
about whether the IMF's medi-
cine is worth swallowing.

Whileitstill enjoys ahigh level
of credibility among poor coun-
tries, G-24 representatives said
the IMF’s demands for govern-
ment belt tightening and open
markets may now be met with
greater skepticism.

And many of the nations are
becoming more vocal in their de-
mands for a greater voice in IMF
decision making.

Colombia’s finance minister,
Antonio Jose Urdinola, said he
felt vindicated in his decision to
buck IMF policy and impose con-
trols on how much money people
are allowed to take out of the
country. Capital flight has been a
key feature of the Asian currency

IMF overhaul sought

crisis.

“T think everybody is going to
be taking (IMF calls for free move-
ment of money) with a grain of
salt,” said John Ohiorhenuan, a

Nigerian economist and U.N.-

Development Program official.

In Caracas, some officials com-
plained of unfair burdens, saying
the world’s poor suffer the most
from IMF-prescribed austerity
while the rich reap the benefits of
the fund’s bailouts.

Some developing countries have
begun to question IMF calls for open
markets, fearing that greater open-
nesscouldmaketheireconomieseven
more vulnerable to fluctuations in
global capital flows.

For its part, the IMF says it’s
not free markets that are to blame
for today’s woes, but countries’
failure to break up monopolies,
curb corruption and correct mar-
ket distortions such as overval-
ued exchange rates.

Still, the fund is coming under
increasing pressure from officials
and analysts who say it handled
the Asian crisis badly.

The mostradical proposal made
in Caracas was to replace the 54-
year-old IMF with a new interna-
tional agency to monitor 24-hour
global financial markets.

“People are worried that these
issues now are much too impor-
tant to leave entirely to the IMF
alone,” said Ohiorhenuan.

official said Tuesday.

loans for Thailand this year.

domestic product.

markets.

adjustment may be necessary.

Official: IMF willing to ease
conditions for Thai bailout

BANGKOK, Thailnd (AP) - The International Monetary Fund is
willing to ease conditions of its $17.2 billion economic bailout of
Thailand that demand a big 1998 budget surplus, a senior IMF

The move comes amid growing criticism, even from the IMF’ .
sister agencies, that the body has deepened the misery of Asia’s
crisis-stricken economies by insisting on deep budget cuts.. . :

The Asian Development Bank says, for example, that the IMF
budget rule has prevented it from dxsbursmg up to $200 million i in

In an interview with the Dow Jones news agency, Hubert Neiss,
director of the IMF's Asia-Pacific divsion, said the IMFis awaiting
a final budget proposal from Finance Minister Tarrin
Nimmanahaeminda before deciding whether to ease a requirement -
that Thailand generate a budget surplus equal to 1 percent of gross

That proposal will be submitted next week, Neiss said.

“There will definitely be some flexibility in view of the large
decline in government revenue and also the need for larger social
expenditure,” Neiss said. “Contrary to what’s been reported in the
media, IMF programs are not rigid.”

Thailand was the first of Asia’s miracle economies to stumble in
1997, triggering a regional collapse that rocked world financial

'The IMF, many economists say, underestimated the ferocity of
that contagion when it first came to Thailand’s rescue last August.
As aresult, its belt-tightening prescriptions have proved much too
harsh, Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai has said.

As Indonesia and South Korea fellowed Thailand into IMF

bailouts, Thai hopes for a quick recovery dimmed. The economy
slipped into recession for the first time in more than a decade.
- The government has cut its budget three times to try to meet the
IMF target, but still ended up in the red. In the first three months of
fiscal 1998, which began Oct. 1, the country ran a budget deficit of
31.24 billion baht (about $780 million at the time.)

The IMF says it hasn’t altered Thailand’s budget target so far
because the government has not formally asked for an adjustment.

The Thai Finance Ministry confirms this, with an official noting
Monday that the government has pressed for many adjustments in
the bailout program, but not regarding the budget targets.

The Asian Development Bank, however, has told the IMF that : an
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Burdon to chair
APEC Council

WELLINGTON, New
Zealand (AP) - Former New
Zealand cabinet minister Philip
Burdon has been appointed
chairman of the Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation’s Busi-
ness Advisory Council from
nextyear, Prime MinisterJenny
Shipley said Tuesday.

The appointment will be con-
current with New Zealand’s
term as chair of APEC in 1999,

.when its annual conference is

due to bf; held in Auckland.

S. Korea auto parts
maker up for sale

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
South Korea’s bankrupt Halla
conglomerate said Tuesday it is
negotiating to sell all or part of
its auto parts operations to U.S.,
British and German companies.

Halla owns South Korea’s
largest auto parts maker, Mando
Machinery Corp.

ITT Corp. of the United States
and British auto parts maker
Lucas Industries PLC are inter-

ested in buying all or part of {

Mando’s steering, brake and
shock absorber plants, Halla
said.

The conglomerate said italso
was in talks with the United
States’ Ford, Germany’s Sachs
and France’s Valeo to discuss
investment in Mando’s other
plants.

China shuts futures
brokerage company

SHANGHALI (AP) - Chinese
financial regulators said Tues-
day they had revoked the busi-
nesslicenses of four futures bro-
kerages that had failed to meet
government standards.

The China Securities Regu-
latory Commission closed the
firms down after finding they
had debts exceeding assets, had
suspended business for more
than six consecutive months or
had failed to comply with an-
nual inspection requirements,
the China Securities News re-
ported.

An official with the commis-
sion confirmed the report, say-
ing that China’s futures mar-
kets were still at an experimen-
tal stage and weré ‘‘not mature.”

Softbank wants out of
Microsoft joint venture

TOKYO (AP) - Softbank Corp.,
a major Japanese distributor of
computer software, plans to dis-
solve a computer garne joint ven-
ture withsoftware giantMicrosoft
Corp. because of slumping sales,
a Japanese newspaper reported
Tuesday.

Softbank’s move comes
amid sluggish earnings growth
at the three-year old venture,
called Gamebank Corp., due to
weaker demand in Japan for
personal computer hardware,
the Nihon Keizai businessdaily
reported.

Dutch loans for Thailand

By PATRICK McDOWELL

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP)
- The Netherlands will provide
Thailand with $30 million in
low-interest loans to cope with
an economic crisis that has
spread across Asia, Dutch For-
eign Minister Hans Van Mierlo
said Tuesday. .

Van Mierlo announced the
loans at a news conference cap-
ping a short visit to Thailand,
where he met Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai and other offi-
cials. He travels next to Indone-
sia, the country hardest-hit by
Asia’s economic turmoil.

The loans amount to an ex-
pression of confidence in
Thailand’s efforts to clean up
its economy, which are slowly
bearing fruit in improved show-
ings by the currency and stock
markets.

The money will be deposited
by the Netherlands Develop-
ment Finance Co., an overseas
development bank that is ma-
jority-owned by the Dutch gov-
ernment, to the Thai develop-

ment bank, the Industrial Fi-
nance Corp. of Thailand, for
use as it sees fit.

Thailand was the first of
Asia’s miracle economies to
lurch into crisis last year. The
contagion spread to other Asian
nations and has buffeted finan-
cial markets worldwide.
Thailand’s economy isexpected
to shrink 3 percent in 1998.

Thailand, South Korea and
Indonesia- are receiving more
than dirs 100 billion in bailouts
arranged by the International
Monetary Fund. Thai politicians
have criticized both the United
States and Europe for not di-
rectly contributing more to
Thailand’s rescue.

Van Mierlo said he wanted to
dispel the idea that the Euro-
pean Union was a mere by-
stander in the Asian economic
crisis, saying its members con-
tributed 30 percent of the IMF
bailout.

The Asian crisis would be
the top agenda item for the April
summit of Asian and European

countries in London, Van Mierlo
said.

Van Mierlo praised Chuan’s
government, which came to
power in November, for follow-
ing the IMF’s requirements to
mend the economy.

“The financial house is being
put in order,” Van Mierlo said.

But Van Mierlo stressed that
towin back investor confidence,
the government needs to ur-
gently reform bankrupty laws
that make it difficuit for credi-
tors to recover bad debts, and
the Alien Business Law thatre-
stricts foreign ownership.

Thai corporations owe a total
of 1.6 billion guilders (about

$800 million) to Dutch banks,

which have indicated willing-
ness to extend the maturities of
the loans to make it easier for
the borrowers to repay them,
Van Mierlo said.

The Netherlands is Thailand’s
fifth-largest trading partner and
the third-largest from Europe,
Van Mierlo said. Dutch aid to
the Southeast Asian country

amounts to $200 million a year.
Van Mierlo also met with
Cambodian and Burmese oppo-
sition leaders in Bangkok, in-
cluding Prince Norodom
Ranariddh, deposed as
Cambodia’s co-prime minister in
acoup last July, and Sam Ranisy,
Cambodia’s leading dissident.

The Netherlands will insist that
the European Union pressure the
Cambodian strongman Hun Sen,
who overthrew Ranariddh, to al-
low all parties and the prince to
fully participate in elections
scheduled July 26, Van Mierlo
said.

Hun Sen has been accused of
rigging thg election in his favor
by orchestrating splits in the
opposition parties and threaten-
ing to arrest Ranariddh if he
returns from exile in Thailand.

The E.U. recently granted
Hun Sen dlrs 11 million to help
organize the vote without de-
manding the prince be allowed
to return and participate. The
grant was seen as a major vic-
tory for Hun Sen.
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NAQOURA, Lebanon (AP) -
A five-nation committee moni-
toring a cease-fire in southern
Lebanon blamed Israel on Tues-
day for the death of a Lebanese
farmer and the wounding of a
civilian.

The group, comprising rep-
resentatives of the United States,
France, Syria, Lebanon and Is-
rael, appealed againto Israel and
Lebanese guerrillas to avoid at-
tacking civilians.

A Lebanese farmer was killed

Jerusalem Tuesday. ap

An lsrael/ boy carnes s new chemlcal waffare pro ‘eclive sun‘ m

Israel blamed for cwlhan casualtles in Lebanon

when a bomb exploded Friday
near the village of Majdel Zoun,
just across from an Israeli-occu-
pied border enclave in southemn
Lebanon.

“The group reiterated that
Israel and those cooperating
with it are responsible for the
manner in which they use ex-
plosive devices,” said a state-
ment issued after a” 19-hour
meeting of the monitoring
group in this Lebanese border
town.

A Lebanese civilian was
wounded the same day in Is-
raeli shelling of the village of
Yater after attacks by Iranian-
backed Hezbollah guerrillas on
nearby Israeli and allied militia
positions. '

The monitors blamed Israel
for that, too, and urged it to
respect commitments “to take
further measures necessary to
preventrandom civilian casual-
ties and to strengthen these
measures.”

Pursuant to Public law 8-41, Section 11, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio
and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Marianas Visitors
Burecau, hereby give notice that a Special Board Meeting will be held

“on Friday, February 13, 1998, 10:00 a.m., at the MVB Conference
Room, Professional Building in San Jose.

AGENDA

I. Preliminary Matters
a. Roll Call
b. Adoption of Agenda
c. Adoption of Minutes - 12/9-10/97, 12/27/97. 1/6/98

II. New Business
a. Attorney General’s Letter to 1&S Corporation (Action)
b. Cost Cutting Measures

II1. Miscellaneous/Announcements

IV. Adjournment

/[s'PEDRO M. OGO
Acting Chairman, MVB Board of Directors

*‘ Commonivealth Atilities Corporation
X4 Board of Birectors

NOTICE

Govemor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan hereby give Notice
that pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 11, a Regular Mceting of the
Commonwealth Utilities Corporauon (CUC) Board of Directors will be held
on Thursday, February 12, 1998, at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room in
Lower Base, Saipan. The Agenda is as follows:
L PRELIMINARY MATTERS
A.  Callto Order
B. Roll Call
C.  Adoption of Agenda
D.  Adoption of Minutes - November 14, 1997
II.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
III. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Financial Report
Wastewater Legislation
El Nino Task Force
Vacancies
Rota
Tinian
IV, COMMITTEE REPORTS
A.  Cable TV & Telecommunications
1. Adoption of Eligible Telecommunications Carrier

THO 0w

Designation
2. Adoption of Universal Service Discount Matrix for Schools
& Libraries
B.  Operations
C. Personnel

Y. OLD BUSINESS
A.  Saipan Desalination Facility
B.  Privatization Feasibility Study
VI. NEW BUSINESS
A.  Resolution 98-01
B.  Resolution 98-02
C.  Resolution 98-03
D. Resolution 98-04
VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS
VIII. CORRESPONDENCE
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION
Pursuant to PL 8-41, Section 13, Item (6), the Board may vote to
meet in Executive Session.
A. Public Auditor’s Report - Government Vehicle Abuse
B.  Enginc No. 8/Goltens Litigation - Update
X.  ADJOURNMENT

/s'BENJAMIN A. SABLAN, Chairman

Annan: US, allies must
stop ‘humiliting’ Iraq

LONDON (AP)-U.N. Secretary
GeneralKofi Annancautionedagainst
military action against Iraq and
said the United States and its al-
lies should avoid ‘“humiliating”
the country.

In a British Broadcasting Corp.
interview aired Tuesday, Annan
said that Saddam Hussein should
understand that U.N. Security
Council’s resolutions were “seri-

us,” but cautioned against mili-
tary action.

Annan said Iraq’s leaders had
“painted themselves in a comer
and we need to work with them to
getthem to back down, butIthink
we should not insist on humiliat-
ing them.”

~ Annan implied that the U.N.
position could be flexible regard-
ing resolutionsdemanding access
for inspectors secking to identify an
eliminate Iraq’s biological and chemi-
cal weapons facilities.

“] think that (full compliance) is

Kofi Annan

the position now and the position
today. It does not mean that depend-
ing on what can be worked out, that
would be the position tomorrow,”
Annan said.

Saying that position did not neces-
sarily mean *‘compromise,” Annan
hoped for *‘a workable solution that
would move us forward and avoid
devastating air strikes.”

“Ithink weallneed tothink through
very carefully the consequences of

(military) action and what we do
afterwards,” Annan said.

“If we maintain fundamentalist
positions all around, or purist posi-
tions all around, we will not find a
solution, and I appeal for that kind of
courage, that kind of wisdom, that
will allow us to make the kinds of
judgments that will allowusto getout
of this...”

Annanhad canceled a Mideast trip
on Monday to concentrate on the
negotiations at U.N. headquarters.
Hetold the BBCitwould be pointless
to go without some idea of what both
the United States and Iraq would
agree to.

“Ithink we shoulddo whatever we
can to get a diplomatic solution,”
Annansaid. “Idonotbelieve the hour
fordiplomacy has passed. But before
I go to Baghdad I think we have to
haveanunderstanding with key play-
ersthatthey are likelytocomeupwith
aworkable solution, and that we know
what our minimum would be.”

Military commanders worry
on readiness of new weaponry

By JOHN DIAMOND

WASHINGTON (AP) - Bunker-
busting bombs, satellite-controlled
cruise missiles, “smart” fuses that
know what floor of a building to
destroy - the Pentagon is rushing
development of an array of sophisti-
cated new weapons designed with
Iraq in mind.

But several weapons that could be
crucial to the success of any U.S.
airstrikes againstIraq’s chemical and
biological arsenal are either still in
planning stages or only beginning to
be shipped to troops in small num-
bers.

Top military commanders and
weapons planners describe an inten-
sive Pentagon effort since the 1991
Gulf War toexploit and develop pre-
cision weaponry.

New bunker-penetrating bombs,
satellite-guided missiles, titanium-
tipped cruise missiles and sophisti-
cated sensor fuses are emerging from
weapons labs and private contrac-
tors. The Air Force also has the B-1
and B-2 bombers, neither of which
playedaroleinthe 1991 conflict. And
the Navy has dramatically increased
its store of “smart” bombs and ex-
panded the computer and communi-
cations capability of its warships.

Butkey improvementsare far from

complete.

“In the Persian Gulf War, we saw
the promise of precision-guided mu-
nitions,” said a senior Air Force offi-
cial who briefed reporters on condi-
tionhenotbe identified.*“Were flow-
ing them into the inventory ata regu-
lar rate.” But speaking of three new
precision weapons - the Joint Direct
Attack Munition(JDAM), the AGM-
130 (air-to-ground missile) and
AGM-142-theofficial said, They've
just started these programs, They’re
not robust in terms of numbers. ...
We’ve got a long way to go to get
them out there.”

Officials gave similar status re-
portsonotherweaponsdesigned with
Iraq in mind: the Advanced Unitary
Penetrator, a 2,000-pound (900-kilo-
gram) bunker-penetrating bomb; the
Joint Programmable Fuse, which a
pilot can reprogram for a different
target in-flight; and the Smart Hard-
TargetFuse, whichcanbe programed
to detonate a bomb after it has pen-
etrated abunkerroofand gone through
a preset number of floors.

The 5,000-pound (2,250-kilogram)
GBU-28, a massive bunker-busting
bomb that was rushed intouse inlittJe
more than a month in 1991, is now
fully partof the arsenal. Butthe senior
Air Force official said the version of

the weapon thatfitsthe B-2bomberis
“imminent” but not yet deployable.
And questions remain about the
bomb’s ability to destroy the most
deeply buried targets.

“We have a bunker buster, the
question is, How muich can it bust?”
said Dan Kuehl, an air power expert
and professoratthe National Defense
University.

Many of the critical targets - com-
mand posts, secret weapons storage
sites and production facilities - may
be buried in bunkers beneath thick
walls of reinforced concrete. Or they
may be placed near workplaces or
homes, placing a premium on accu-
racy.

Penetrating hardened targets re-
quires both a thick-walled and hard-
nosed bomb but one with a particu-
larly sensitive fuse so the weapon
explodes only after it has penetrated
the outer shell of the target. This has
proven to be a particularly difficult
technical challenge. ‘

Another tough problem for weap-
ons planners is how to deliver preci-
sion-guided munitions inbad weather
or smoky conditions. Laser-guided
bombs that can home inon a beam of
light made a lasting impression in
1991. What was less well-known

Continued on page 19
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Senate report on campaign fundraising:

Gore ‘misstated’ roles

By KEVIN GALVIN
WASHINGTON (AP) - A draft
of the final Senate report on fund-
raising abuses in the 1996 presi-
dential election suggests Vice
President Al Gore and some top
campaign advisers misstated their
fund-raising activities and that
several Democratic money men
were connected with the Chinese
government. '

A section of the draft report -
portions of which were obtained
by The Associated Press - said the
Senate Governmental Affairs
Committee collected evidence
making it obvious “that despite
his various denials,” Gore ‘“was
well aware” that an event he at-
tended at a Buddhist temple near
Los Angeles in April 1996 was
designed to raise money for the
Democratic Party.

Gore originally said he thought
the event was community out-
reach, but later acknowledged he
knew it was donor-related and
that his staff failed to tell him it
was a formal fund-raiser.

The Senate committee, which
compiled the report following
months-long hearings and inter-
views last year, also concluded
that President Bill Clinton’s top
political aide at the time, Harold
Ickes, illegally “seized the reins
of financial power” at the Demo-
cratic National Committee to
“squeeze as much money” out of
the party as possible for the 1996
re-election campaign.

The White House dismissed

Al Gore

the committee’s findings as po-
litically motivated.

“It is sad to see $3 million in
taxpayer money being used to
fund a partisan attack instead of a
bipartisan call for campaign-fi-
nance reform,” White House
spokesman Jim Kennedy said.

Meanwhile, The Washington
Post said in Tuesday’s editions
that the report stated that Mochtar
and James Riady - head of the
Indonesia-based Lippo Group
conglomerate and longtime
Clinton supporters - “have had a
long-term relationship with a
Chinese intelligence agency.”

The report said that relation-

ship appeared to be *based on

business interests” to obtain Chi-
nese assistance in international
business opportunities “in ex-
change for large sums of money
and other help.”

The committee also said, ac-
cording to. the Post, that it had
“unverified information” that
John Huang, the former Lippo

executive and onetime Demo-
cratic fund-raiser, may have a di-
rect financial relationship with the
Chinese government. Huang has
denied such allegations through
his lawyer.

The Democratic Party had to
return dIrs 3 million in 1996 cam-
paigndonations _ mostof it raised
by Huang or Yah Lin “Charlie”
Trie - because of concerns the
money came from foreign or other
improper sources.

Senate investigators traced
meore than dlrs 1 million wired to
Trie from Asia, including dlrs
470,000 from his business part-
ner, Macao property developer
Ng Lap Seng.

Trie, a friend of Clinton since the
president was Arkansas govemor, is
awaiting trial on federal charges of
conspiring to make illegal donations
and to obstruct congressional and
Justice Departmentinvestigationsinto
his fund-raising activities.

The Post said much of the infor-
mation on the alleged China links
was based on U.S. counterintelli-
gence intercepts. When the
hearings began last year, the
committee’s chairman, Sen. Fred
Thompson, a Tennessee Republi-
can, said the investigation would
demonstrate that China tried to
influence U.S. elections. But the
héarings provided little public
evidence of that.

Meanwhile,.a draft section of
the Democrats’ minority report
said former Republican Party
Chairman Haley Barbour delib-

|trial of man fa

By MICHAEL HILL »
POUGHKEEPSIE, New York
(AP) -Ten years after accusing
a prosecutor of raping Tawana
Brawley, the Rev, Al Sharpton
admitted in a dlrs 150 million
defamation trial that he never
spoke with the teen-ager in any
detail about the case.

“In terms of the details, 1
would not engage in sex talk
with 'a 15-year-old girl,”
Sharpton testified Monday after
being called to account for some
of his most fiery accusations
- during the Brawley affair.

‘Sharpton, an otitspoken civil
rxghts acnvxst, was a chief de-

US activist testlﬁes at defamation
sely accused of rape

fender of Miss Brawley, a black
teen-ager who in 1987 was found
smeared with feces and scrawled
with racial epithets in the small

New York town of Wappmgers‘

Falls.

Miss Brawley, who is black,
claimed she was raped by several
white men, including a police of-
ficer and a local prosecutor. The
case touched off racial protests
and led to a huge investigation
that ended with a grand jury pro-
nouncing the entire thing a hoax.

Duringthe furor, Sharptonaccused

prosecutor Steven Pagones of taking :
part in the alleged ‘attack. Pagones . -
wasexonemtedml988byﬂ1egrand

trying tostop the lie that there were

juryandisnowsuing Sharptonand
two other former advisers to Miss
Brawley, Alton Maddox and C.
Vemon Mason. ‘

Sharptononcesaidhe believed
Pagones ‘was “absolutely” in-
volved in the attack, but on Mon-
day he couched Pagones’ role in
softer terms.

““I am of the opinion that he
was identified and should have
been prosecuted,” Sharpton said.

Sharpton said he was acting asa
civil rights fighter when he pub-
licly accused Pagones. *‘We were

nowspects,”hetssuﬁed. ”Ihats:
whyweusednames. =

O.d. stops

LOS ANGELES (AP) - For three
years, O.]J. Simpson was the curi-
osity in the upscale Brentwood
neighborhood. On Monday, he
was a curiosity seeker.

Simpson’s son, Justin, was
fetching a friend two doors down
from the house Monica Lewinsky
is staying in.

Simpson drove up to the
home owned by Dr. Bernard
Lewinsky about 12:30 p.m.,
smiled for the cameras gath-

by Lewinsky house

ered on the corner and asked
one of the cameramen: “Is that
the Lewinsky house?”

To get away from the pub-
licity floodgates that her alle-
gations against President Bill
Clinton have opened, Ms.
Lewinsky has sought refuge
at the Brentwood home of her
father and stepmother.

The media and publicity furor
have followed.

Two years ago, Simpson was

acquitted of killing his ex-wife,
Nicole Brown Simpson and her
friend, Ronald Goldman, outside
her condominium just blocks
away from the Lewinsky house.
A year ago this week the former
football star was found respon-
sible for their deaths in a civil
trial.

During the trial, thousands of
gawkers and media traipsed by
the Brentwood mansion Simpson
once owned.

erately sought foreign donations
for the National Policy Forum, a
Republican think tank.

The section said a $2.1 million
loan guarantee for the policy fo-
rum came from a Hong Kong
business instead of its U.S. sub-
sidiary, as Barbour testified last
summer before the committee. As
soon as the policy forum obtained
the money, it wired dlrs 1.6 mil-
lion to the Republican National
Committee.

Barbour “knew the money
would be used to fund congres-
sional elections in 1994” because
the policy forum was “a de facto
subsidiary” of the Republican Na-
tional Committee, the excerptsaid.

Ed Gillespie, a spokesman for
Barbour, replied: “The fact is the
(National Policy Forum) siphoned
money from the RNC, it never fun-
neled money into it. Every witness
who testified before the committee ...
said it was a legal transaction.”

< ! are wanted as
| a MATHCOUNTS
volunteer!

Volunteers are needed for February 21st and March 28th.
Contact the CNMI MATHCOUNTS office for details.
Phone: 322-7814, Fax: 322-6044

FULL TIME PLUMBERS

* Must be reliable/flexible

 JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEVIENT
J-C. TENORIO ENT, INC, a leader In the

Saipan community is committed to providing excellent
customer service and employee satfification. We are curmrently
seeking qualified candidates for the following opportunities.

* 1-2 years related experience or fraining

* Willing o learn, energetic, and good communication skills
* Must have a valid CNMI Driver’s License

EXCELLENT BENEFITS AND COMPETITIVE SALARIES.
IF INTERESTED, PLEASE APPLY IN PERSON AT THE
J.C. TENORIO ENTERPRISES, INC.
HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE LOCATED ON THE 2ND FLR. OF
JOETEN SHOPPING CENTER, SUSUPE
*NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE*

Bank of Hawau
THE BANKOF THE PACIFIC®

Repossessed Vehicle for Sale to Highest Bidder
to be Sold AS IS and where is conditioned

1990 TOYOTA
MR2

Please inquire at the Bank of Hawaii
Garapan Branch, Puerto Rico
Tel. # 322-4220 xtn 265

The Bank reserves the right to refuse any and all Bids
Closing date will be on 02/16/98
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Fujimorl eyes

LIMA, Peru (AP) - The Supreme
Court cleared the way for Presi-
dent Alberto Fujimori to run fora
third consecutive term by striking
down a lower court ruling that
banned his candidacy.

The high court ruled Tuesday
that the ban denied Fujimori's
right to free election.

The decision reversed a 1997
order from Peru’s Constitutional
Tribunal, the top constitutional
court, that said Fujimori couldn’t
run again because the Constitu-
tion only allowed the president
one consecutive re-election.

Fujimori was firstelected presi-
dent 1990 and won a second five-
year term in 1995.

Fujimori’s supporters had ar-
gued that since a new Constitu-

Alberto Fujimori '

tion was approved in 1993, his re-
electionbid for the 2,000 election
would be his first under the new
Constitution.

Constitutional experts say that
Peru’sNational Elections Board must
approve his candidacy if he istorun,

By MARION LLOYD
FAJARDOQ, Puerto Rico (AP) -
An American man won custody of
his8-year-olddaughter,ending years
of heartbreak that began when she
disappeared from her parents’ bed
as a toddler.

Jeffrey Anzaldi said he was
“very happy” with High Court
Judge Lilia Ortiz Puig’s deci-
sion Tuesday, which allows
Crystal Leann Anzaldi to return
with himto his home near Portland,
Oregon. ‘

Puerto Rico judge grants kid’s
custody to biological father

It wasn't immediately known
when the child, whohas beenliving
in a Puerto Rico foster home since
last year, wouldbe reunited with her
father.

Crystal’s mother, Dorothy
Anzaldi of Coming, Califomia, had
agreed earlier that the child should
live with Jeffrey Anzaldi, from
whorn she is now divoreed.

Crystal disappeared from the
couple’s San Diego home in 1990,
whenshe was achubby, 14-month-
old toddler.
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reama & Andy Messer {(Willlam & Kara) (Wichita Falls, Texas), Carla Rae Matsumoto (Plano, Texas), James B. Matsumoto ,

Jeffrey P. Rafferty (Washington, D.C.), Michael J. & Edie Rafferty (Kaitlyn & Megan) (Middletown, New York), Timonty J. Rafferty (Virginia Beach, Virginia)
Bonnie M. Matsumoto, Farrah M. Matsumoto (Kiana Lei), Bradley M. Matsumoto, Terra M. Matsumoto, Camille M. Matsumoto

Philla M. Fejeran, Alex M. Fejeran
Rachel Ann Fusco
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Grandson: Ryan B. Matsumoto
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3rd term

ruling was another authoritarian
actby the government - which has

date of their choice, said pro-
Fujimori Congresswoman Martha
Chavez, who filed the motion to
the Supreme Court.

Critics charged that Tuesday’s

Fujimori hasn’t said if he will, but he
is widely expected to try.

“Millions of Peruvians will
now have their rights respected”
and be able to vote for the candi-

pro-Fujimori judges - to override
the Constitution.
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“MARIAN DIKIKI”

We the family would like b inuite oun relatives and iond o joins u a4 we remensber Maria. in oun
prauens on hen fout anniversary rosary.
Holyy Rosary will be said nightly ot the nesidence of My & Mu. Didel Alakig Jr., in Dandan, beginning
on Thuviday, Gebuary 12, 1996 ot §:00 ,j:f? ¢

On the fincl dasy, Febnuarsy 20, 1998 the mass. of indention will be daid ot 6:00 a.m. ot the
M. Commel Cathedhal Chunch.

)
Ginal rosany will be said ot 6:00 p.m. ol the home of M. & M. Qidel Alali .
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Rosary is being said nightly at 8:06 p.m. at Kristo Rai Church, Garapan. Last res cié‘will be held on vWednesday, February 18, 1998 at 9:00 '
" a.m. Mass of christian burial will be offered on the same day at 4:00 p.m, at Kristo Rai Church. Burial will follow at
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Continued from page 3

tion "dying’ as the Tenth CNMI
Legislature "expires.”

Lawyers of the Legislature,
however, looked at the same con-
stitutional provision from another
window.

Citing the same provision, the
Senate and House legal counsels
said that “if the governor does not
act upon these bills within the
constitutional period, these bills
will become law without his sig-
nature.”

The Constitution said the gov-
ernor “'shall have twenty days in
which to consider appropriation
bills and forty days in which to
consider other bills.”

The fourtieth day from date of
the bills’ transmission falls on
February 22.

“We're sure that the Supreme
Court is aware that our question

Cohen. ..

Continued from page 2

another attack if Iraq managed to
rebuild its arsenals after a first
assault.

Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, questioned by the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, said: **Our aim is to limit, to
reduce substantially, Saddam’s
ability to produce biological,
chemical and nuclear weapons.”

Pressed by Sen. John Kerry,
who asked whether there was
*more we can be doing,” Albright
saidif Saddam was able torebuild
after a first strike, "we will strike
again. This isn’t any one-time is-
sue.”

However, she ruled out an
invasion by the 30,000 troops
the United States has in the
region to topple Saddam. *I
think not,” Albright told the
senators. And recalling the
limited support for the 1991
invasion of Iraq, she said: "1
don't know how many here
are prepared to send half a
million troops to Iraq.”

The Clinton administration
also contends it does not need
approval from Congress to hit
Iraq and belicves support is
erowing in the international
community for a military
strike should diplomacy fail.

“Friends and allies share our
conviction that Saddam must
not be allowed to develop
nuclear, chemical and biologi-
cal weapons or the missiles to
deliver them,” President Bill
Clinton said at a White House
ceremony.

Clinton noted new support
from Canada and Australia,
Albrightsaid the Netherlands,
Germany and Argentina
backed force, and Cohen
added Oman to what was still
a short list of Arab allies.

Later Tuesday, Clinton dis-
cussed strategy with Albright,
national security adviser
Sandy Berger and a represen-
tative for Cohen.

The White House session
was the latest of their regu-
larly scheduled meetings on
the standoff with Iraq.

Court. . .

needs an urgent answer, unless
they feel that the question should
not be reviewed at all,” Woodruff
said.

Sutton, for his part, said the
AG’soffice does notreally intend
to contest the Legislature’s posi-
tion.

He said the AG’s office and the
Legislature went to the Supreme
Court ““hand-in-hand™ to seek a
clarification on a constitutional
question.

“We don’t care how it would
come out. We only need to get an

answer so we can avoid any legal .

problems in the future,” Sutton
said.

The bills in question are:

<HB 10-163 which seeks to
give elected officials the right to
waive their salary and instead re-
ceive their retirement benefits.”

*HB 10-239 which proposes life
imprisoment for all persons con-
victed of trafficking and manu-
facturing illegal drugs;

<HB 10-467 seeks to repeal
rules and regulations for the op-
erations of Pachinko Slot ma-
chines; and

«Senate Bill 10-76 which seeks
amendments to the Public Lands

and Natural Resources Act.

' KEICO MOTQ
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Continued from page 9

fully protected while allowing the
lending of money to NMHC at an
interest rate that will allow low-
income families to build a home.

Over 100 families have applied
for housing loans under the pro-
gram, Ada said.

She said most of the applicants
are homesteaders, who usually
can’t obtain home financing.

Ada said the NMHC will lend

the MPLT money at interest rates
ranging from 7.5 percent to 9.5
percent, dependingon the family’s
income level.

The money will be made avail-
able tolow- and moderate-income
families for the construction, pur-
chase, renovation, or refinancing
of their homes.

Ada observed that the demand
forhome ownership has increased
over the past five years.

The NMHC and the MPLT
forged the loan agreement last
Jan, 23,

The loan deal between the tu.,
government agencies had been in
the works for about a year,
snagged by the issue on whether
the MPLT can invest its money at
an interest rate low enough to
enable the NMHC to relend the
loan proceeds to low-income
families.

The issue was resolved when
the CNMI Supreme Courtupheld
the constitutionality of Public Law
10-29, which authorized the
NMHC and the MPLT to enter
into a loan agreement.

Military. . .

Continued from page 16

was that the guidance system breaks
down in smoke or cloud cover.

The JDAM, a bomb guidance
kit that can fit 1,000- and 2,000-
pound (450- and 900-kilogram)
bombs, is designed to partially
solve that problem, using the
military’s satellite-based global
positioning system to provide a
degree of accuracy even in ad-
verse conditions.

The new air-to-ground missiles
involve strapping a rocket to a
guided bomb, allowing pilots to

release the weapons upto40miles
(65kilometers) fromatarget. Like
the JDAM, these weapons can
strike or come close to selected
targets in foul weather, and they
can be modified for night strikes
or use with a television seeker
that enables the pilot to steer the
missile to its target.

Ken Koval, chief engineer for
the AGM-130program, said these
new guidance systems are de-
ployed, but*“in reduced numbers.”
When conditions prevent use of
laser-guided systems, the all-
weather technology, he said,
serves "as a fallback withreduced
accuracy.”

In the case of biological or
chemical weapons targets, the
Pentagon is scrambling to field a
weapon that would set off an in-
tensely hot explosion that would
burn up deadly chemical or bio-
logical agents before they could
doany harm. The military is work-
ing on these problems but has not
solved them all.
® 00000200 000880900

Belated
Happy Birthday :
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War. ..

Continued from page 1

Restaurants, was a top official of
duty-free shopping center,
Hakubotan, back then.

“We lost a lot of sales. It was
really disastrous,” he remem-
bered.

Ayuyu said majority of visi-
tors during the Gulf War were
Japanese tourists, who were
advised to stop traveling by
the Monbusho government,.

He explained that Japanisa
very close ally of the United
States, which was then head-
ing the United Nations allied
forces against Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein.

“They (the Japanese) fear
that they could be the target of
terrorism attacks when they
go out of Japan. So they liter-
ally stayed home,” he said.

Ayuyu said the pending Gulf
unrest is going to hit the North-
ern Marianas bad, eventually.

“It will really be disastrous.
But I hope it is settled before
it affects other countries,” he
said.

The Chamber president also
mentioned the need to make
Northern Marianas residents

aware of the possible adverse
effects of the unrest in the oil-
producing countries.

“There are always possibili-
ties,” he said.

He raised for instance the
possibility of extremely high
end-prices of oil products as a
result of supply shortages aris-
ing from uncertainties brought
about by the Gulf crisis.

Economists say higher
prices of oil products could
mean increase in prices of
other commodities, and NMI
residents will really ““feel the
brunt of a disastrous economic
situation,” citing the already
“high™ fuel prices in the local
market now.

Caught in an economic
slump due to the declining
number of tourist arrivals from
its major markets, the North-
ern Marianas is confronted
with another financial prob-
lem following recent reports
that the government’s coffers
is empty.

The CNMI government is
not only suffering from rev-
enue loss due to the tourism
slump, which was caused by
the Asian currency turmoil, it
also suffers from the apparent
cash-strapped public coffers.

White . ..

Continued from page 1

Mitchell, sued Tenorio who al-
legedly violated the law when he
reprogrammed public funds without
the proper procedure.

Cruz issued a decision last June
ordering Tenoriotopay $12,425,074
in compensation to people of the
CNMI for misspending public
funds.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Robert
Goldberg, counsel for Tenorio, filed
amotion for reconsideration.

When Cruz’s term as special
judge expired last year, the Su-
preme Court assigned White to pre-
side over the matter on June 30,
1997.
~ Mitchell then asked White to
recuse himself saying the latter is
personally biased and prejudiced
against him and his client,
Rayphand.

In & 13-page decision, White
said the CNMI Constitution now
provides that special judges may

be appointed by the Chief Justice
from among the ranks of judges
of any US jurisdiction.

**A motion toreconsider a judg-
ment should ordinarily be made
to the judge who issued the judg-
ment from which reliefissought,”
said White in the order.

On Rayphand’s motion to dis-
qualify, White said if there is any
bias or prejudice in this case, “it
exists solely in the vivid imagina-
tion of (Mitchell), and not in the
mind of the Court.”

The Special Judge said Mitchell’s
statements, like many of his other
conclusions, are unsupported by any
evidence whatsoever.

“Mr. Mitchell has not caused the
court embarrassment, he has only
embarrassed himself,” said White.

In his response to White’s deci-
sion, Mitchell said they are *“1,000
percent in agreement” that Cruz is
eligible to preside the matter.

“Wereallydon’tcare as long asthe
case is given to B. J. Cruz,” said
Mitchell on White's denial of
Rayphand’s motion to disqualify.

Maranas. ..

Continued from page 1

mediately available. Salas only
said Coral International was yet
to provide CPA any proposal or
specifications in “black and
white.”

The ports authority is bent on
tapping other air carriers to ser-
vice Saipan, after incurring dra-
matic shortfalls due to the sus-
pension and reduction of flights
by major air service providers.

Comptroller David Demapan
suid CPA is incurring $200,000
monthly shortfall, and revenues
from airport operations have
dwindled, suffering a significant
drop in comparison with last
year’s tally.

Previously, Gov. Pedro Tenorio
said the government would find

another carrier to service the
Northern Marianas, stressing his
disappoiniment over the cutdown
of major service to the CNMIL.

‘Tenorio was also frustrated by
the reduction in the number of
direct flights to Saipan, a move
which he claimed to have wors-
ened the already plunging tourist
arrivals from prime Asian mar-
kets.

Continental Micronesia has
made Guam its hub for all of its
Japan flights, while suspending
its Seoul service since December
due to declining passenger haul.

Korean Air pulled out its ser-
vice in august as a result of the
collapse of the South Korean
economy, while other carriers like
Asiana and Japan Airlines have
also started downsizing its opera-

tions due to the financial crisisin |

Asia.

The Marianas Visitors Bu-
reau said tourist arrivals
dropped a historic 17 percent
in Qctober last year. The
agency is yet to release its
year-end report, though ini-
tial figures showed a dramatic
decline.

The Northern Marianas
hosted over 700,000 visitors
in 1996, which could have
meant an additional $600 mil-
lion to the local coffers.

Meanwhile, the situation in
the Persian Gulf remains tense
with US forces preparing for

aneventual attack on Iraqi tar-
gets if Saddam Hussein con-
tinues to defy calls for
Baghdad to open up all weap-
ons sites for United Nations
arms inspectors.

U.N. Secretary-General
Kofi Annan canceled a Mid-
east trip on Monday to con-
centrate on ever more urgent
negotiations at U.N. headquar-
ters, saying efforts to solve
the Iraq crisis were at a criti-
cal stage.

Saddam has already dis-
patched diplomats to several

Arab countries that had joined
the US-led coalition in the
Gulf War, seeking support in
the standoff over UN weap-
ons inspections.

As a compromise, the 22-na-
tion Arab League was putting for-
ward a proposal to create a special
UN team to search some of the
Iraqi president’s palaces for signs
of banned weapon programs.

The US ambassador to the UN
has dismissed Iraqi compro-
mise proposals to end the
standoff, calling the sugges-
tions unworkable.

Abolition . ..

Continued from page 1

receive government services are
decided on the basis of political
affiliation.”

The Administration has of late
gave termination noticestoat least
30 employees from the SAA's
and other offices within the
Govemor’s Office. Reports say
more firings are in the offing,
apparently taking after the transi-
tion committee’s goal of reduc-
ing the bureaucracy.

The Final Transition Report was
prepared by sixteen subcommit-
tees which had been tasked to
review the previous

"administration’s operations.

“The purpose of thisreview was
to identify how the government
will more efficiently and effec-
tively use its resources including
personnel, finances, and facili-
ties; and to streamline operations
and refocus those operations to
more efféctively meet the chang-
ing needs of the CNMI govern-
ment and its people,” the commit-
tee stated in the report.

The idea is to abolish offices
and positions thateither duplicate
the function of other agencies or
don’t have essential functions at

all.

Among those sought to be abol-
ished are the Governor’s Repre-
sentatives offices on Rota and
Tinian, the Manila Liason Office
in Manila, and the Office of the
Youth Affairs.

The committee is recommend-
ing the elimination of the posi-
tions of Executive Assistant to
the Governor, Special Legal
Counsel for Legislation, special
assistants for special projects,
planning, business, and public li-
aison.

At least nine positions at the
“overstaffed” Office of Manage-
ment and Budget should be
dropped, the committee said.

The report also recommended
that benefits given Mark
Broadhurst, former governor
Froilan C. Tenorio’s public infor-
mation officer, be investigated for
possible violation of the law.

It also seeks the termination of
the previous administration’s
consultancy contracts.

Then governor Froilan C.

Tenorio had hired several con-
sultant firms from the US main-
land to review the CNMI's labor
laws, government ethics, public
relations, drug policies, and tax
system, among others.

Other recommendations are:

*Revamp at the departments of
Labor and Immigration; and
Lands and Natural Resources;

« The return of the offices of the
Carolinian and Indigenous affairs
to the executive branch;

» Salary raises for government
lawyers assigned at the offices of
the Attorney General, and the
Public Defender; and

+ Revival of semi-autono-
mous status of the Marianas
Vistors Bureau and the Board
of Parole.

Teno . ..

Continued from page 1

begin work on the closure of the
Puerto Rico dump in the first 100
days of his administration.

The dump has been cited by
the federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) for posing
an “environmental hazard.”

Due to an administrative over-
sight, however, EPA announced
last October that it would with-
draw its complaint and would no
longer seek the $125,000 fine it
imposed on the CNMI govern-
ment.

But EPA vowed to pursue
“more rigorous enforcement op-
tions.”

ould like to invite our family and friends to join us in prayer as we remember and
commenmorate the passing of our beloved wife, mother and grandmother. Rosary
will be said nightly at the family residence in San Jose beginning on Sunday, February 15,
1998 at 7:00 p.m. and the daily mass will be offered on the following days:

February 15, 1998 at 7:30 a.m. San Jose Church

February 16-21, 1998 at 6:00 a.m. Mount Carmel Cathedral

February 22, 1998 at 7:30 a.m. San Jose Church

On the final day, February 23, 1998 rosary will be said at 4:30 p.m. at the San Jose Churqh
and the Mass of Special Intention will immediately follow. After the mass, everyone is’

invited to the family residence for dinner.

With sincere appreciation

A

AND FAMILY

R
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Classified Ads Section

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior fo publication

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incomect, call us
immediately to make the necessary comrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsidle only for one incorect insertion. We
reserve the tight to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time.

Employment Wanted

L1

~ Job Vacancy.
-~ Announcement

01 COSMETIC ADVISOR (DEMON-
STRATOR)-Salary:$3.15-5.00 per hour
Plus $425.00 housing allowance per
month

01 ASST. JAPANESE (TUTOR) LAN-
GUAGE INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$1,500.00-2,300.00 per month
Plus $425.00 housing allowance per
month

01 CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESEN-
TATIVE-Salary:$3.15-5.50 per hour
Plus $425.00 housing allowance per

" month

Contact: DFS SAIPAN (2/12)Th70494

01 DAY CARE WORKER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: CONRAD M. SABLAN dba
Little Rascal Day Care Cnt. Tel. 234-
0381(2/12)Th25357

04 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.50-4.00 per hour

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.50-4.00 per hour
01 AVIATION SUPPORT EQUIPMENT
REPAIRER-Salary:$3.50-4.00 per hour
Contact: MOBIL OIL MARIANA IS-
LANDS, INC. Tel. 234-7796(2/
12)Th25353

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.15 per hour
01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 WELDER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENT., INC.
Tel. 233-3990(2/12)Th25354

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,200.00
per month

Contact: PACIFIC PARAGON, INC. Tel.
233-3990(2/12)Th25355

01 . SUPERVISOR
ary:$1,000.00 per month
Contact: ACTIVE CORPORATION dba
Blue Lagoon Nightclub Tel. 235-0405(2/
12)Th25356

(N.C.)-Sal-

02 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 COOK HELPER, RESTAURANT-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 COOK, RESTAURANT-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: E M CORPORATION dba
Midowon Restaurant Tel. 233-2776(2/
12)Th25358

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: RHODA S. SMITH Tel. 256-
5650(2/19)Th25424

01 ASST. MANAGER-Salary:$1,300.00
per month

Can speak Japanese, has a photoshop
experience, more than 3 years.
Contact: ELEPHANT INT'L CORP. (2/
19)Th25420
01 AUTO TECH-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JESSE STOLE & VIRGINIA
GLASER dba 3A's Polyshine Tel. 235-
8938(2/19)Th25419

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.50 per hour
Contact: NIIZEKI INTERNATIONAL
SAIPAN CO., LTD. dba GIG Disco-
theque Tel. 234-5050(2/18)Th70604

03 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary:$275.00-330.00 bi-weekly
Contact: GRACE CHRISTIAN ACAD-
EMY dba Grace Christian 8(2/
12)Th70473

02 CRANE OPERATOR-Salary:$4.00-
8.00 per hour

Contact: FLETCHER PACIFIC CON-
STRUCTION CO., LTD. (CNMI) Tel.
234-3301(2/19)Th70608

01 WATCH TECHNICIAN (REPAIR)-
Salary:$650.00 per month

Contact: ISAURO S. EUGENIO dba
D.E.E. Enterprises Tel. 234-5272(2/
26)Th25511

01 ASSISTANT FRONT MANAGER
(RESERVATION)-Salary:$1,700.00 per
month

Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP-
MENT, INC. dba Saipan Grand Hotel
Tel. 234-6601(2/19)Th70613

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$650.00 per month

Contact: PACIFIC BASIN INSURANCE,
INC. Tel. 234-5860(2/19)Th70612

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-
Salary:$3.05-3.30 per hour

Contact: MODERN OFFICE FURNI-
TURE & SUPPLIES, INC. Tel. 234-
6832(2/26)Th70730

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.15 per hour

Contact: JESUS V. DELEON
GUERRERO dba R & J House Rental
Tel. 234-3533(2/26)Th70737

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.50 per
hour

Plus $150.00 Cost of Living Allowance
per month

Contact: CARRIER GUAM, INC.
SAIPAN BRANCH Tel. 234-8330(2/
19)Th25428

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE-Sal-
ary:$3.25 per hour

Contact: JOSEPH C. ADA dba Ada's
Apartment Tel. 234-6854(2/19)Th25432

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00 per month

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$2,200.00 per month

Contact: FUKUMOTO CORPORATION
Tel. 322-8300(2/19)Th25433

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$800.00-
1,400.00 per month

Contact: GABRIEL F. BOYER dba
Ginen Saipan Tel. 322-3121(2/
19)Th25425

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: KESY INTERNATIONAL
TRADING CO. dba Kesy 8-12 Market
Tel. 235-1688(2/12)Th25346

03 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.30 per
hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$900.00 per
month

Contact: G.C.G. & COMPANY, INC.
Tel. 288-71668(2/12)Th25347

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.00 per
hour

Contact: NOEL M. SORIA dba Com-
puter Business Services Group Tel.
233-18218(2/12)Th25348

05 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
05 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Arjay Construction Tel. 235-16298(2/
12)Th70477

05 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.20 per hour

01 RESTAURANT CASHIER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.17 per hour .

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Saipan
Tel. 234-64128(2/12)Th70475

01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: WESTERN EQUIPMENT,
INC. Tel. 322-9561(2/12)Th70482

01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

Contact: HOTEL NIKKO SAIPAN, INC.
dba Incorporated Tel. 322-33110(2/
19)Th25422

01 GENERAL MANAGER-8al-
ary:$4,800.00 per month

01 GIFT SHOP MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$9.60 per hour

02 SHOP MANAGER-Salary:$4.00-
8.00 per hour

Contact: Y.O. SAIPAN CORPORATION
dba Okadaya Tel. 234-8422(2/
19)Th25423

02 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

01 SHOE REPAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: SAPPHIRE ENTERPRISES,
INC. dba Salyn's Beauty Shop Tel. 234-
9869(2/26)Th25517

06 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SUMIKIMITA Tel. 234-9171(2/
12)Th25351

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$800.00-850.00 per month
Contact: SAIPAN PLANT CENTER,
INC. Tel. 234-1572(2/26)Th70735

01 AUTOMOTIVE PAINTER-Sal-
ary:$6.60-7.35 per hour

01 AUTOMOTIVE BODY REPAIRER-
Salary:$7.75-9.80 per hour

Plus $250.00 housing allowance per
month.

Contact: MICROL CORPORATION Tel.
234-5911(2/26)Th70739

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-
Salary:$3.05-4.15 per hour

Contact: JESUS V. DELEON
GUERRERO dba JM & Associates Tel.
234-3533(2/26)Th70736

01 AUTO PAINTER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour
01 MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per hour

.01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50-4.00

per hour

Contact: JOHN B. ROBERTO dba PC
Auto Clinic Tel. 235-0252(2/
26)Th25522

01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.20 per hour

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.65 per
hour

01 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.25 per hour

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.65 per hour
Contact: MODERN INVESTMENT,
INC. dba Saipan Ocean View Hotel Tel.
234-6832(2/26)Th70729

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05-3.60
per hour

Contact: M.S. VILLAGOMEZ INCOR-
PORATED dba MSV Construction
Company Tel. 234-6108(2/26)Th70744
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CAPITAL HOTEL
GARAPAN
NOW ACCEPTING
"MONTHLY RENTAL
(WITH COMMUNITY KITCHEN
”&‘LAUNDRY ROOM)
FREE DRINKING WATER, BACK-UP
GENERATOR, 24 HOURS SECURITY
FORINQUIRY; .

Please Call Tel. 233-7821
" Fox: 233-7822

" R

LOT FOR SALE
San Vicente, 1583 sq.m.
Tuturan, 5851 sq.m.
Capitol Hill, 3420 sq.m.
Contact: Frank Yuan
Tel: 1-626-588-3660 Fax: 1-626-588-3655
E-mail: frank@c-me.com

Concrete, 2 Bedroom

2 BATHROOM, FURNISHED
SECURED, 24 HRS. WATER
AS LITO AREA #288-1209
MON-FRI 6PM-10PM

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS
In the matter of the
Estate of:
Fidelia Rangamar Merur,
Deceased.

cased.
Civil Action No. 98-0082B

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR
LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION

TO: THE GENERAL PUBLIC, ANY HEIRS,
CLAIMANTS, OR CREDITORS OF THE LATE
FIDELIA RANGAMAR MERUR, DECEASED,
OR OF HER ESTATE.

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN AND YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED that EDDIMUS R, ABON of
Saipan, Mariana Islands, has petitioned the Superior Court
of the Commonwealth of the Northemn Mariana Islands to
be ?E)mwd Administrator of the Estate of FIDELIA

ANGAMAR MERUR, Deceased. The attorney of
recotd is Brien Sers Nicholas, Esq., whose address is
Gualo Rai Center, Suite #201, P.0. Box 2876, Saipan,
MP 96950.

The hearing on the Petition for Letters of
Administration by EDDIMUS R.A BON, as Petitioner,
has been set for March 10, 1998 at the hour of 1:30 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, in the
Superior Court of the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, Civic Center, Susupe, Saipan,
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. All
interested persons or entities should appear at this hearing,
All persons or entities having claims against the Deceased
or her estale are hereby required by law to file their claims
with the Clerk of Court within Sixty (60) days after the
first publication of this notice, or the claim will be barred.
A copy of your claim should also be sentto the Law Office
of Brien Sers Nicholas, Attorney at Law, at the adrress
herein-above indicated.

Dated this %th day of February, 1998.

JOVITA C. FLORES,
Clerk of Court

/s/Deputy Clerk of Court

SAT-SUN 9AM-10PM

Salary $700.00 per month

MARIANAS AIRLINE INC.
Contact: Wayne Pangelinan
Igl 235-708

KPARTNENT FOR RENT

6, (0 b
in Garapan
$550.00-$600.00/mo.

(233-7188 Mr. Lee)

\

- HOUSE
_FOR RENT

Located in As Lito

EXCELLENT WATER
Call at 288-1496 .

Refer someone to Adult
Education at the College.

'WAREHOUSE WITH OFFICE/SHOWROOM

__FOR RENT  $3,200/MONTH
4000 SO. FT. WITH SECURITY ALARM, A/C, ROLL UP DOOR
IN AS-LITO  (TURN KEY OPERATIONS)
CALL: THOMAS 288-2678, 287-8022 FAX: 288-7887

THE UOIGE OF THE PEOPLE

SMarianas “Variety™

Give information of about crimes committed

' ||l
|

Call 234-7272 (PARA)

B i)
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

_CROSSWORD PUZZLER_

Pacers rout Magic

I (AN REMEMVBER WHEN) A MOVIE WHO WAITS TO SEE I CAN'T WAIT 'TIL
DIDU'T HAVE TO EARD TWEWE MILON || A MOVIE THAT COA'T MY MEMORY GOES
DOUARS THe FIRST (WEEREND 1) CRDER MAKEwrrS lUVESgéEA&TFm ACROSS 39-Ne%aﬁve
S‘H' EJEEE@'“ &b‘K “HX” reiix .
T“(Oo sa-:“(’? LONG EAMUGH FOR ON VIDEO DEALS, LIBRARY 1 Wash cycle 40 gnicle Answer to Previous Puzzle
REUTALS OR FOREIGA 5 Ham or a2 umac SRS BIE[R[R[A
salami 44 Actress By Hank Lowenkron tovictory withreservesplayingmuch  with a dunk off a behind-the-back
9 Pro— Esther — TIH|RIOW|NRC|U[SITIEIR
. 12 Ending with 46 Hebrew AlAIBCIAIEIS|AIR[SIREIR INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Penny  of the fourth quarter. pass from Mark Jackson.
§ i SDixt 48 m?rgtc?uction FlLIOMGIOIOIFIYIRUIEID Hardaway’s first start in two months The 66 points by Orlando were the The Indiana center then made a
z 14 cgua - 50 Fabulist FlI|RIMEEINI ! [TIA[N|EW ended with a new injury and the fewest allowed by Indiana since it hook shot, a 17-foot jumper and a
g = EH ;&;m_hgﬁgay AlVIOWERLIA[RIGIEIR . Indiana Pacers allowed their fewest  joined the NBA in 1976. The point  four-footer.
° Aﬁé?ef:s 55 Word of LIS]|ITHEANI INIA { points ever in the NBA in an 85-66 total was the lowest for Orlando this Indiana, which shot 52 percent in
17 26h pres. 57 SB‘(')'sptgfﬁeam H /S\ t g Z ﬁ K B <l g ? 5 T ; victory over the Orlando Magicon  season. the second quarter after a 29 percent
18 iF;\a;hmpate (2 wds.) EINIEENA[CIRIEIS BHIGIW ( Tuesday night. . RgggieMiI]erandRik_Smirss.hamd effortin the first quarter, thep took i.Ls
Garﬁend ® b Jlm DaV| S marathon &1 Naive metal NTENEMUILIATIEL[E i Hardaway, whowasontheinjured ~ scoring honors for Indiana with 16 biggestleadofthehalfasChris Mullin
y o Eoe nar  aNew o [RIAIN/SIOMINTIO[U|PIE|E ‘v list from Dec. 8 toJan. 29afterhaving  apiece, while Nick Andersontopped  hit a 3-pointer with 2.4 seconds left.
NOW DON'T KICK ODIE 23 Not Rochelle, 1|SILIE|S WIR] 11S{T surgery on his left knee, wenttothe  Orlando with 16. Miller scored nine points in the
E E! temporary N college 2-12 © 1998 United Fealure Syndicate bench with 1:06 left in the first Smits had eight straight pointsina  third quarter, which ended with the
OFF THE TABL (2 wds.) 65 — favor !
27 —est 66 Perches ) L quarter and never returned. 13-5mun attheendof thefirsthalfthat ~ Pacers leading 65-48. Orlandonever
ALL RIGHT, 28 Confused 67 Coagulate idges 11 Lion's pride The Magic said he had a deep  gave the Pacers a 41-34 lead at the  drew closer than 13 in the fourth
ALL RIGHT (2 wds.) 5 — Dolphins 16 Prayer BIC sdit ) X et )
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OLAF, You I THINK WEe T 36 Current unit ; ATLANTA (AP) — Outfielder  a raise of $550,000, and Atlanta  million. Andif Atlantatrades Wil-
KNOW WHAT? @ MADE ANOTHER 41 Holiday for a ¥ Gerald Williams and the Atlanta  has an option for 1999 at $1.4  liams, including after the World
_ @, WRONE TURN.. 43 ga?%‘fa ETA Braves agreed Tuesday to aone-  million if he has fewer than 375  Series, 1999 becomes a player
%_ - 45 13 0zs. 4 year contractthat guaranteeshim  plate appearances. If the optionis  option.
g - 47 A Jackson $1,325,000. exercised, Williams would have Williams had been scheduled
: 4 a@ /’b 23 R‘SSL‘Z”;‘?{L Williams, 31, came to Atlanta  the chance to earn $200,000 in  for a hearing in Phoenix on Feb.
§>/ IR —— touching ‘ last December from Milwaukee  performance bonuses in 1999. 17. He had asked for $1.6 million
< : o aarinen : for pitcher Chad Fox. Williams ~ If Williams has 375 plate ap-  in arbitration and had been of-
£ L5 {music) i hit.253 with 10 homers, 41 RBIs  pearances or more this year, 1999  fered $1.05 million.
F — gg ﬁgi;,: and 23 stolen bases last season. becomes amutual option at a price Javy Lopez is the only Atlanta
2 e —— 59 Yoko — : He gets $1.25 million this year,  rangingfrom $1.4 millionto $1.7  player still in arbitration.
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Born today, you_d_o not fl]- 18) — A cooperative effort ~ won’t get anything done. THE PUZ/Z‘LER ;, - ].f « o The tournament If)orrjnatwiilin- Alberto Martin 6-2, 6-2 Monday ~ controltowinorlose,” Agassisaid.“I ~ Sargsian of Armenia 6-3, 1-6, 6-
ways share youropinions with  pays off today, but you must VIRGO (A.ug. 23-Sept. 22) ; Continued from page 24 clude 36-hole, two day low gross night in a firstround match atthe  was hitting a clean ball.” 4. -
the world at large, though you  take care that you don’t ne- ~ —The more mvolve<’1 you can %Tf’iwsrgmm and 40percent to off-islands golf-  and low net piay. Sybase Open. Agassi has been moving up in the Washington is happy to be
do know how to attract the  glect one or two individual be in someone &?lse s affallrs WLAT CEREAL DO SNOW- ers. Twenty percent of the pro- Rogolifoi also said that  they Agassi needed only 55 minutes  rankings since finishing out of the  playingagainaftermissingeight
largest, most diverse audience  efforts that you must make at  today, t.hc more likely you w1}1 MEN EAT FOR BREAKFAST £ ceeds will 20 to the Refalawasch  are considerine Laolao Bay Golf tobeatMartin. He finished the fist ~ top 100 last year. months of the 1997 season due
possible when you choose to  this time. appreciate what he or she is 7O FIND OUT, WRITE THE Golf Ag ation for i R Ki gf her G 1fyL' K set with two straight aces. “Everything is moving along  to a knee injury.
doso. You have acharismatic PISCES (Feb. 19-March  trying to accomplish. FIRST LETTER IN EACH olfers Association for its com- esort or Kingfisher Golf Links “It's not just good enough to - great, I'm getting better match b “When I don't play for eight

’ ! OBIECT'S NAME IN THE munity projects and the rest will  as the venue the tournament. Just & greal. 1 m getiing beter y en 1don't play Ior eig

magnetic style that attracts all
kinds of people into your or-
bit, and you know how to say
and do the right things to make
sure you are the center of their

attention at all times. Itisasif  tention. ‘ stacles at this time. - . . JOHE feated Germany’s Marcello Craca ~ Viloca6-1,6-4; RicheyReneberg  playing matches and staying

you’ve turned life into the ARIES (March 21-April - SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. W 9 00 J/ ﬁégf?;:::tzgeggﬁil}:egfg; :ures'. Trophlesdwﬂl be presenteg 6-2, 6-4. defeated South Africa’s Grant  healthy. Winning this event would

most carefully crafted of per- 19) — You may have been  21) — Do not let your memo- g | &= ' . O winners, and runner ups, an ; . i . - MaliVai . ”
y P ) y ) y . B 0—-/ Vegas Golf Discount, COP Ten-  free t.shirts promoting the event Agassi,ranked No. 71, hadnine ~ Stafford 6-4, 6-2; MaliVai Wash be a great step on the way back.

formances and you are always
on stage. When you decide to
let others know what’s beneath
the surface, youneverdosoin
a way that could be misinter-
preted. :

The fact that you live your
life in such a theatrical man-
ner is likely to cause you a
good deal of trouble at home
if you let it. Unless you are
careful to be genuine with your
loved ones, you may never
enjoy trust and closeness in
your personal relationships.

To see what is in store for
you tomorrow, find your birth-
day and read the correspond-
ing paragraph. Let your birth-
day star be your daily guide.

FRIDAY, FEB. 13

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — You may feel as
though you are preparing for
your swan song, but the fact is
that you have a lot more up
your sleeve.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.

20) — The smallest error can
result in a major setback to-
day, so you must take care
that you don’t let any details
slip by without your keen at-

trying to get together with a
special friend for some time,
with no luck. Today, the stars
are conspiring to help you out.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — It may be more diffi-
cult than expected to arrive at
the right conclusions today,
but a friend will help you keep
your perspective intact.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
-— The sooner you get down to
work today, the sooner you’ll
complete the very things that
you are not looking forward
to doing. Get them done first!

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — It doesn’t take a genius
to realize that you may be try-
ing to do too much too soon.
Take time to reassess your
current position, and alter
plans.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
Something may be keeping
you from asking someone else
for assistance today. Is it
pride? Remember, pride alone

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
— Someone may be trying to
oppose you at every turn, but
you know how to get around
even the most unusual of ob-

ries lead you down the wrong
path today. Itis important that
you recall how things really
were, not how you wished they
were.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — You may come in
contact with one or two indi-
viduals today who seem to
have your best interests at
heart, but are actually oppo-
nents in disguise.

Copyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

Industrial nations import almost
seven times as much fish as do de-
veloping nations.

Rex Reed is the only film critic ever
to have a movie review read aloud on
the floors of both houses of Congress.

“SIMM” is an acronym that stands
for “Single In-line Memory Module.”
The term refers to a slender circuit
board that houses eight or nine
memory chips. When plugged into the
“motherboard” of a computer, a SIMM
increases the computer’s memory ca-
pacity.

During World War I, Pope John
XXIII served as a sergeant in the Ital-
ian army.
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There s a new kid on the block.
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FILATA .

Continued from page 24

nis Club, and the American Me-
morial Park bulletin board. The
deadline for submission of en-
tries will be on February 16, at
5:00 p.m.

While there is no official spon-

sor other than Filata, Yuchiro
Printing and Capital Discount
Market have offered support in
areasrelated totheirbusiness ven-

will be provided for each partici-
pant.

For more information contact
Ely Buenaventura at 234-5690 or
Earl Maslin at 235-1927.

(P.T. Castro)

BANMI .

Continued from page 24

They will only allow six play-
ers per team. The entrance fee for
the 3 on 3 tournament will be
$75.00.

Entrance fees for the rest of the

tournament will be $300.00 per
tournament.

Dues must be paid by the first
day of the tournament.

Interested teams should con-
tact President Abner Venusat234-
5911, V-President Tony Rogolifoi
at 234-1001 or Secretary Mike
White at 234-6547.

Winkfields . ..

Continued from page 24

just over a year and his record is
14 wins and one loss.

As for Klaris Rey she was cho-
sen for her excellent skills in vol-
leyball. Rey is 12 years old and a
student of Saipan Community

School.

She has only been playing vol-
leyball for two years and recently
led her team SCS to the All
Schools Volleyball Champion-
ship.

Rey is currently playing in the
island-wide junior league on the
Hyatt Hornet team.

win,” Agassi said. “T want to iron
the little things out. It’s all about
being a perfectionist out there.”

In the late match Monday, sec-

| ond-seeded Michael Chang de-

match. I'm zoning in on the top
level,” Agassi said.

In other first-round matches,
seventh-seeded Tommy Haas of
Germany beat Spain’s Juan Albert

months, I feel giddy just walk-
ing on the court,” Washington
said. “It feels like the clock has
been rolled back six or seven
years. All that matters is just

Japan .

Continued from page 24

paused to salute. He bowed be-
fore Crown Prince Naruhito and
his wife, Princess Masako, and
was flung into the air six times by
his teammates.

The prime minister called with
his congratulations, and within
hours a banner headline in an ex-
traeditionof the Shinano Mainichi
in Nagano proclaimed, “Shimizu
Gold.”

Atanews conference Wednes-
day (Tuesday night EST),
Shimuzu said that whatever adu-
lation or endorsements come his
way, he will retain the humility
and folksiness thathave endeared
him to crowds in Japan and else-
where.

“Inside, I have to be able to tell
myself that I am not Hiroyasu
Shimizu the gold medalist, but

the Hiroyasu Shimizu that made
this possible,” he said.

Shimizu finished the race in
35.59seconds, beating the Olym-
pic record he had set the day be-
fore. Forthe first time in Olympic
history, the 500 was decided by
the combined time of two races.

With every frantic, chopping
stride, Shimizu moved closer to
easing the pain of past Japanese
failures in the Winter Games.

There was Masahiko Harada,
who blew his ski-jumping team’s
virtually unbeatable lead on the
last jump in Lillehammer four
years ago.

And Midori Ito, who botched
her short program in figure skat-
ing in 1992.

As much as the Japanese
speedskating team tried to deflect
the pressure from Shimizu — of-
ficials asked local reporters to
keep their questions to a mini-
mum in the days leading up to the

games — he could not escape it.

He said he was nervous at the
opening ceremony, where he
was Japan’s flag-bearer, and ner-
vous after his first race, a 35.76
that set an Olympicrecordandraised
Japanese hopes even higher.

“Last night, I was dreaming that
won the race and I won the gold
medal,” Shimizu said.

-Senior, Blg
League

meetlngs

THIS is to inform all division
managers and coaches that there
will be a meeting tonight, Febru-
ary 12 at 6:00 p.m. at the Mayor's
Office Conference Room.

For more information contact
Roman Reyes at 664-1082.




By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
BROTHER andssister Jacoby and
Audra Winkfield were both cho-
sen Athletes of the Month for
January during the NMASA meet-
ing held last Thursday at the
Joeten-Kiyu Library Conference
Room.

Jacoby was chosen for his ex-
cellent participation during the
recent Kintetsu Buffalo 10KM
Run.

Jacoby is a senior at Marianas
High School and one of Saipan’s
top swimmers.

Partially due to his cross train-
ing, he also participates in other
sports.

In the recent Kintetsu Buffalo

10KM Run, he won in the Junior
Division and placed 6th overall in
41 minutes and 38 seconds.

He also joined the Saipan Com-
munity School Fun Run held last
Saturday at the Memorial -Park
Pathway where he won first place
in the 15-19 division.

He clocked in |7 minutes and
27 seconds

Audra Winkfield is also a stu-
dent at Marianas High School,
she is one of Saipan’stopdistance
swimmers and running as well.

Audra won in the female junior
division and was second female
finisher during the Kintetsu Buf-
falo 10km Run in which she
clocked in 50 minutes and 18 sec-
onds.

BANMI to host series of
fundraising tournaments

By Priscilla T. Castro
Variety News Staff

THE Basketball Association of the Northem Mariana Is]ands willbe -
hosting series of tournaments to help raise needed funds to send the
Basketball National team to the Mncronesxan Games m Palau on

August 1-9.

The first tournament to be held is the “back board hoops” whlch .

is going to be played on March 1.0-22 at the Gllben C Ada

Gymnasium.

Another tournament will be held on Memonal Day and wxll be
called the “Memorial Day Gym Jam” on May 23-25. :

Liberation Day “Rim Thriller” will also be played at the Gym but
the schedule is still tentative on July 3-5.°

BANMI has limited the slots to only eight teams, four on-island

and four off-island.

In addition to the BANMI they will hold a two day tournament
called the “Dubbed Gatorade 3 on 3 Ultimate hoops™ on March 14

and 15.

Continued on page 23

She also joined in the Saipan
Community School Fun Run that

was held during the weekend in’

which she came in second in her
division.

In the Student Athlete of the
Month Category Nathan Torwal
and Klaris Rey were chosen.

Torwal was chosen for his par-
ticipation in Wrestling.

He is a Marianas High School
student and a dedicated wrestler
who competed in his first off-
island tournament on Guam.

Torwal on his off-island tour-
nament won asilver medal against
Guam'’s All Island Champion in
his weight class.

He has only been wrestling for

Continued on page 23

FILATA sets

‘tennis meet

FILIPINO-American Tennis As-
sociation  President Ely
Buenaventurahas announced that
an all-evening tennis tournament
will take place on the weekends
of Feb. 20 and 21 and 27 and 28.
This is an attempt to accommo-
date those players for whom the
hot daytime temperatures are a
problem, according to
Buenaventura.

Filata will rent courts at Coral
Ocean Point from 6:00 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. on the days of the
tournament. Events will be all
doubles and will have ability level
categories (2.0, 3.0 and 4.0) for
both men and women.

Entry fees are $15 per person or

Continued on page 23

Miami Heat center Alonzo Mourning (33) reaches for a loose ball under
defensive pressure from Cleveland Cavaliers’ Zydrunas ligauskas dur-
ing the first quarter Tuesday in Cleveland. ap

Japan exults in gold

medal win of Shimizu

By Doug Ferguson
NAGANO, Japan (AP) — It wasn’t enough that the son of the
emperor was in the M-Wave.

Hiroyasu Shimizu felt as if all of Japan had crammed into the
cavernous speedskating hall, eager to see whether one of its smallest
athletes could fulfill the hopes of an entire nation.

“About a week ago, I started to feel an uneasiness,” said Shimizu,
a 5-foot-4 sprinter who holds the world record in the 500 meters.

“I started to worry: ‘What if I do not achieve what everyone
expects?’ Some times I felt like I wanted to run away and be held.”

On Tuesday, he ran straight into the hearts of the Japanese.
Transforming the throat-gripping pressure into power, Shimizu
burst to an Olympic record in the 500 to give his country its first gold
medal of the Nagano Games.

In his victory laps around the oval, he shed tears every time he

Continued on page 23

Golf tourney to benefit
the Joeten Foundation

O,

Japah s H/royasu Sh/m/zu shows off his gold medals on the victo
speed skatlng competmon at the W/nter Olympics in Nagano on

’¥

u

stand after winning the 500 meters men’s
esday AP

By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
THE 3RD Joeten Memorial Golf
tournament will be hosted by the
Refalawasch Golfers Association
tentatively on November 14 and
15.

Joeten Charitable Foundation
Director Norman Tenorio, RGA
President Tony Rogolifoi, Vice
President Jess Wabol and officers
Sonny Flores and Tony Saturheld
a meeting yesterday to talk about
the Joeten Memorial Golf Tour-
nament.

Tenorio said this is the first

event this year to raise funds for
the Joeten Charitable Foundation.
All proceeds of the tournaments
will go to the foundation.

This tournament will honor the
pioneering businessman of Saipan
Jose “Joeten” Tenorio who passed
away in 1993,

According to RGA President
Tony Rogolifoi, the tournament
has 240 slots to make it the big-
gest ever tournament here on the
island of Saipan.

Sixty percent-of the 240 slots
will be open to the CNMI golfers

Continued on page 23
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