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REMARKS OF SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA
AT THE GROUND BREAKING FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII
PACIFIC OCEAN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY BUILDING
MANOA CAMPUS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 1994

Thank you, David.
ATLOHA!

For me, this is a moment filled with nostalgia. I still
remember the day 7 years ago when David Yount came to my office
in Washington to discuss the possibility of obtaining federal
dollars to build a new ocean science facility for the university.
Back then I was a member of the House Appropriations Committee.
Once it became clear that the federal funding for this ocean
center would yield benefits that far exceed the dollars invested,
I became a forceful advocate for the project. It took three
years to secure adequate funds for construction. A long planning
stage followed thereafter, but the day we have all been waiting
for has finally arrived.

It seems that everywhere I go these days, people are talking
about ocean resources, marine science, or undersea research.
Today we break ground on the university’s new ocean science
facility. Yesterday I sponsored a workshop on Hawaii’s
opportunity for economic development from our ocean resources.
Some of the brightest minds in the field of ocean science
gathered to offer their recommendations on legislation I will
introduce in the coming session to promote research, development,
and commercialization of ocean technologies.

And last Friday, we christened the KA'IMIKAI-O-KANALOA, a
world class research vessel that will be the flagship of the
national undersea research fleet. She is the ocean-going
counterpart to the science and education center that will soon be
built on this site.

Everywhere you turn, the message in Hawaii these days is
"oceans" -- and with good reason. The ocean and its resources
are a vast, undeveloped frontier capable of generating economic
development opportunities on a large scale.

Our nation’s exclusive economic zone covers more than 2.5
billion acres, an area greater than the U.S. land mass. And
Hawaii is at the heart of this sea of opportunity. We have a
trillion dollar resource at our doorstep, and an annual market
for ocean products which will reach $3 billion by the next
decade. The best way for Hawaii to achieve sustained economic
growth is to harness our EEZ resources using ocean technologies
developed by our research community through the POST facility.




So you see, the POST facility is not just about science and
education. It is also about developing technology for the
future. We live in an increasingly competitive world. If we
want to enjoy greater economic growth, higher employment, and
better living standards, we must show leadership in the
development, commercialization, and application of new
technology. 1In the decade ahead, technology will be the engine
which drives economic growth.

That’s why I plan to introduce legislation this session to
promote research and commercialization of ocean technologies. My
bill will encourage partnerships among industry, government, and
academia capable of fostering new ocean enterprises and
stimulating job opportunity. The goal of this initiative will be
to advance the technology necessary to explore, assess, identify,
and rationally develop our EEZ resources.

The POST building, like the KA‘'IMIKAI-O-KANALOA which we
dedicated on Friday, is more than just laboratories and work
space. It is an investment in Hawaii’s future, which will pay
dividends for years to come.

Thank you.




