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EDUCATION PRIORITIES IN THE 95TH CONGRESS

A Speech by
HON. SPARK MATSUNAGA

U.S. Representative from Hawaii
Before the Hawaii Labor Unity Caucus 
Hawaii State Teachers Association-

Hawaii Federation of Teachers

December 2, 1976

(Name of presiding host). Guests, Friends . . .
ALOHA I

Once again the holiday season is upon us. It's 
A TIME WHEN WE'RE MOST APT TO RECALL SPECIAL EVENTS OF 

THE PAST YEAR AND BUILD UPON THE HOPES FOR THE COMING 

YEAR.

Tonight I'm pleased to have this occasion to 
PREVIEW FOR YOU WHAT I CONSIDER TO BE FOREMOST ISSUES 

ON THE EDUCATION AGENDA IN THE NEW 95TH CONGRESS.

But before doing so, let me briefly spotlight
A FEW LEGISLATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE PAST 9ATH CONGRESS

IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION.
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Early in the session, Congress recognized that 
a stronger commitment to the educational needs of our 
special, handicapped children was in order. Such concern 
BROUGHT ABOUT THE EDUCATION FOR ALL HANDICAPPED CHILDREN 

Act. This Act not only establishes a national goal to 
PROVIDE FREE AND APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION TO AU- 

HANDICAPPED CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF 3 TO 21 BY 1980, 

BUT FURTHER EXPANDS FEDERAL FINANCING OF SPECIAL EDUCATION 

WITH INCREASING AUTHORIZATIONS FROM $200 MILLION IN 

FISCAL YEAR 1977 TO OVER $3 BILLION BY FISCAL YEAR 1982.

In AMENDMENTS TO THE NATIONAL READING IMPROVEMENT 

Act, Congress further directed its attention to reducing 
THE INCIDENCE OF ILLITERACY IN OUR SCHOOLS. AUTHORIZATION 

LEVELS WERE RESTORED TO CONTINUE STATE LEADERSHIP AND 

TRAINING PROJECTS, AS WELL AS NATIONAL IMPACT READING 

PROGRAMS UNDER THE RiGHT~TO-READ PROGRAM. MOREOVER, TO 

STIMULATE READING MOTIVATION, SPECIAL PROVISIONS CALLING 

FOR A PROGRAM OF INEXPENSIVE BOOK DISTRIBUTION WERE ALSO 

OUTLINED IN THE ACT.

The Congress -- by overriding a presidential 
VETO — PROVIDED OVER $56 BILLION OF FISCAL 1977 

LaBOR-HEW APPROPRIATIONS TO ENSURE ADEQUATE FUNDING OF 

MANY VITAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS.
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The highlight of legislative activity in education 
WAS THE EDUCATION OMNIBUS BILL, S. 2657, WHICH EXTENDED, 

REDIRECTED, AND REVAMPED MOST FEDERAL AID TO HIGHER AND 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS, NOT ONLY DOES THIS BILL 

PROMOTE GREATER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS 

BY EXTENDING AND INCREASING FEDERAL, STUDENT AID PROGRAMS, 

BUT IT ALSO EMPHASIZES THE GROWING NEED FOR CONTINUING 

EDUCATION -- EDUCATION ESPECIALLY BENEFITTING OUR OLDER 

ADULTS AND PART-TIME STUDENTS.

Students were not the sole recipients of 
LEGISLATIVE ATTENTION, HOWEVER. TEACHERS — PUBLIC 

EMPLOYEES " WERE GIVEN SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS, AS WELL. 

H.R. 10210, the Unemployment Compensation Bill, provided 
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR THE FIRST TIME TO 

MANY STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, TEACHERS 

INCLUDED.

The twice-vetoed Public Works Employment Bill 
SAW FINAL ENACTMENT WITH THE PASSAGE OF S. 3201. 

Providing for more than $1-1/2 billion in countercyclical 
AID TO STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, THE ACT PROVIDES THE 

MEANS TO ALLEVIATE THE PROBLEM OF TEACHER AND OTHER 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE LAYOFFS.



These are only a few legislative accomplishments 
of the 94th Congress, With the advent of a new year — 
AND A NEW PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE EXECUTIVE AND THE 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES — WHAT WILL AND WHAT SHOULD BE 

THE PRIORITIES OF THE 95th CONGRESS IN EDUCATION?

Central to the education initiatives to be 
UNDERTAKEN BY THE NEXT CONGRESS WILL BE THE CAREFUL 

CONSIDERATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE MEASURES TO 

ACHIEVE FULL EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR OUR 

nation. The priority of employment is imperative. We 
NEED TO PUT AMERICA'S UNEMPLOYED BACK TO WORK, AND WE 

NEED TO STIMULATE OUR ECONOMY TO ASSURE GREATER AND 

STRONGER FUNDING OF PROGRAMS BOTH CRUCIAL AND VITAL TO 

THE MAINTENANCE AND GROWTH OF OUR EDUCATIONAL GOALS.

Full employment legislation like the 
Humphrey-Hawkins bill — setting targets for employment, 
PRODUCTION, AND ECONOMIC-PRICE STABILITY — WOULD BE 

AMONG THOSE TOP MEASURES DEMANDING IMMEDIATE ACTION.

Along with this emphasis on achieving greater 
ECONOMIC STABILITY AND GROWTH, CONGRESS WILL ALSO NEED 

TO DESIGN MEASURES PROVIDING FOR MORE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION 

AND ENFORCEMENT OF THOSE EDUCATION PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

ALREADY MANDATED.
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Certainly to be one of the major items on the 
PRIORITY AGENDA OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS WILL BE THE 

RENEWAL OF AUTHORIZATIONS AND CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS 

to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, better 
known as ESEA.

A LONG-TIME ADVOCATE OF SOUND FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 

TO ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION PROGRAMS, I'M 

PLEASED TO SEE HOW ESEA — FOR OVER A DECADE NOW — HAS 

CONTINUED TO MAKE GAINFUL STRIDES TO HELP OUR 

DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN OBTAIN GREATER EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES, TO STOCK OUR SCHOOL LIBRARIES, TO 

ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY PROJECTS FOR EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION, 

TO STIMULATE EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, AND 

TO UPGRADE OUR STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION.

In preparation for the renewal of ESEA's 

EXPIRING AUTHORIZATIONS IN 1978, OVERSIGHT HEARINGS ON 

ITS EXISTING PROGRAMS WILL BE IN ORDER. AMONG THE 

QUESTIONS AND ISSUES WHICH I HOPE THE CONGRESS WILL 

ADDRESS ARE THE FOLLOWING:

-- HOW MUCH AND WHAT OTHER FORMS OF FEDERAL AID 

DO WE OFFER?

— HOW CAN WE BEST CONSTRUCT A MORE WORKABLE AND

EFFECTIVE FEDERAL-STATE PARTNERSHIP?
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-- What other measures will ensure that the "special
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN" ARE MET?

— What alternatives will achieve greater educational 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUT-OF-SCHOOL YOUTHS, JUVENILE DELINQUENTS, 

HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, BILINGUAL CHILDREN AND OUR 

PRESCHOOLERS?

— HOW CAN WE CONTINUE TO PROMOTE PARENTAL AND 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOLS?

— How DO WE DEVELOP GREATER PUBLIC-NONPUBLIC 

SCHOOL COOPERATION?

— What kinds of program evaluations will ensure 
THAT SPECIAL FUNDS RESULT IN GAINS IN LEARNING, 

PARTICULARLY IN THE BASIC SKILLS?

To BE SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS SHORTLY WILL BE THE 

REPORT BY THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION ON THE 

COMPENSATORY EDUCATION PROGRAMS UNDER TITLE I OF ESEA, 

NIE'S RESEARCH FINDINGS ON THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND FUNDING 

STRUCTURE OF TITLE I, THE SERVICES DELIVERED UNDER THIS 

TITLE, AND THE EFFECTS UPON STUDENTS AND THEIR LEARNING 

OUGHT TO PROVIDE INFORMATION THAT CAN BETTER ASSIST 

Congress in improving and strengthening ESEA.

During the next two years, Congress should also 
TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT THE PROBLEM OF CRIME AND VIOLENCE 

AMONG YOUTHS. In RECENT GALLUP POLLS OF ATTITUDES



-7-

TOWARD EDUCATION DURING 1974 THROUGH 1976, "DISCIPLINE" 

IN CLASSROOMS HAS BEEN VIEWED AS THE MOST IMPORTANT 

PROBLEM FACING AMERICAN SCHOOLS, MEASURES ARE BEING 

TAKEN NOW TO COMBAT THE PROBLEMS OF DISCIPLINE, SCHOOL 

CRIMES, AND VIOLENCE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

IS CURRENTLY WORKING WITH THE LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE 

Administration (LEAA) in a $3,2 million program, pooling 
STUDENTS, EDUCATIONAL AND LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL IN 

A JOINT EFFORT TO REDUCE VIOLENCE. THE FUNDING AND 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 1974 JUVENILE JUSTICE AND 

Delinquency Prevention Act will also be an important 
ITEM DEMANDING SPECIAL CONGRESSIONAL ATTENTION,

First and foremost, of course, the 95th Congress 
MUST ACT EXPEDITIOUSLY UPON THE PROPOSAL TO BREAK UP THE 

over-sized Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
(HEW) and establish a separate cabinet-level Department 
of Education,

For several Congresses now, I have introduced 
LEGISLATION CALLING FOR THE CREATION OF A CABINET-LEVEL 

U.S, Department of Education. While an Office of 
Education within the domains of the larger
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Department of Health, Education and Welfare was adequate 
BACK IN THE EARLY 1960s -- AT A TIME WHEN OUR MAJOR 

FEDERAL EDUCATION POLICIES AND PROGRAMS WERE FEW AND JUST 

GETTING UNDERWAY — THIS IS NO LONGER TRUE. TODAY, 

OUR FEDERAL EDUCATION POLICIES AND PROGRAMS HAVE BECOME 

SO NUMEROUS AND SO FAR-REACHING THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT 

OF A SEPARATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS BOTH IMPERATIVE 

AND NECESSARY TO MEET THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF PROGRAM 

PLANNERS, ADMINISTRATORS, EDUCATORS, AND ESPECIALLY THE 

STUDENTS.

Education will receive the attention and 
EMPHASIS IT FULLY DESERVES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL ONLY 

after a Department of Education has been established and 
a Secretary of Education has been appointed to serve 
on the President's Cabinet. I am happy to be able to 
REPORT THAT JlMMY CARTER IS KEEPING HIS CAMPAIGN PROMISE, 

AND HIS TRANSITION TEAM IS ALREADY PREPARING A PROPOSAL 

to Congress to do just this. The chances of its 
APPROVAL BY THE NEW CONGRESS LOOK EXCELLENT.

What I have discussed are just a few of the 
EDUCATIONAL AREAS TO BE PURSUED BY THE 95tH CONGRESS. 

While I have not mentioned all education-related



-9-

PROGRAMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO EACH OF YOU HERE AT 

THIS GATHERING, I AM NOT SUGGESTING THAT THOSE ISSUES 

LEFT UNSAID ARE ANY LESS IMPORTANT TO ME OR TO CONGRESS. 

All are deserving of special attention.

The 95th Congress is indeed set on a launching 
PAD ON ITS WAY TO A LONG-AWAITED, LONG-OVERDUE PROGRAM 

OF RENEWED VIGOR AND STRONGLY ACHIEVEABLE INITIATIVES 

IN EDUCATION. THE CHANGES IN LEADERSHIP — IN THE TWIN 

houses of Congress and especially in the White House — 
CAN BE REGARDED AS MAJOR GAINS FOR EDUCATION.

Before I return to Washington to assume my 
DUTIES IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE, I WOULD LIKE TO 

REASSURE YOU OF MY DEEP INTEREST, GROWING CONCERN AND 

CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR EDUCATION IN HAWAII AND THE 

Nation.

Above all, I look forward to our continued and 
committed working relationship in behalf of education 
in HawaiI.

Mahalo nui Loa a me aloha!


