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EDUCATION PRIORITIES IN THE 95TH CONGRESS
A SPEECH BY

HON, SPARK MATSUNAGA .
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FROM HAWAII

BEFORE THE HAW?II LABOR Unity Caucus

HAwATT STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION-
HAWAI1 FEDERATION OF TEACHERS

DecemMBER 2, 1976

(NAME OF PRESIDING HOST), GUESTS, FRIENDS . . .
ALOHA! .

ONCE AGAIN THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS UPON US, IT's

A TIME WHEN WE'RE MOST APT TO RECALL SPECIAL EVENTS OF

THE PAST YEAR AND BUILD UPON THE HOPES FOR THE COMING
YEAR.,

ToNIGHT ['M PLEASED TO HAVE THIS OCCASION TO
PREVIEW FOR YOU WHAT | CONSIDER TO BE FOREMOST ISSUES
ON THE EDUCATION AGENDA IN THE NEW 95TH CONGRESS.

BUT BEFORE DOING SO, LET ME BRIEFLY SPOTLIGHT
A FEW LEGISLATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE PAST 94TH CONGRESS
IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION,
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FARLY IN THE SESSION, CONGRESS RECOGNIZED THAT
A STRONGER COMMITMENT TO THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF OUR
SPECIAL, HANDICAPPED CHILDREN WAS IN ORDER. SUCH CONCERN

BROUGHT ABOUT THE EDUCATION FOR ALL HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

Act. THis ACT NOT ONLY ESTABLISHES A NATIONAL GOAL TO

PROVIDE FREE AND APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION TO ALL
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF 3 1o 21 BY 1980,
BUT FURTHER EXPANDS FEDERAL FINANCING OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
WITH INCREASING AUTHORIZATIONS FROM $200 MILLION IN

FISCAL YEAR 1977 To OVER $3 BILLION BY FISCAL YEAR 1982.

IN AMENDMENTS TO THE NATIONAL READING IMPROVEMENT
AcT, CONGRESS FURTHER DIRECTED ITS ATTENTION TO REDUCING
THE INCIDENCE OF ILLITERACY IN OUR SCHOOLS. AUTHORIZATION
LEVELS WERE RESTORED TO CONTINUE STATE LEADERSHIP AND
TRAINING PROJECTS, AS WELL AS NATIONAL IMPACT READING
PROGRAMS UNDER THE RIGHT-TO-READ PROGRAM. MOREOVER, TO
STIMULATE READING MOTIVATION, SPECIAL PROVISIONS CALLING
FOR A PROGRAM OF INEXPENSIVE BOOK DISTRIBUTION WERE ALSO
OUTLINED IN THE AcT.

THE CONGRESS -- BY OVERRIDING A PRESIDENTIAL

" VETO -- PROVIDED OVER $56 BILLION OF FiscaL 1977
LaBOR-HEW APPROPRIATIONS TO ENSURE ADEQUATE FUNDING OF
MANY VITAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS.
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THE HIGHLIGHT OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY IN EDUCATION
WAS THE EDUCATION OMNIBUS BILL, S. 2657, WHICH EXTENDED,
REDIRECTED, AND REVAMPED MOST FEDERAL AID TO HIGHER AND
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS, NOT ONLY DOES THIS BILL
PROMOTE GREATER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS
BY EXTENDING AND INCREASING FEDERAL, STUDENT AID PROGRAMS,
BUT IT ALSO EMPHASIZES THE GROWING NEED FOR CONTINUING
EDUCATION -- EDUCATION ESPECIALLY BENEFITTING OUR OLDER
ADULTS AND PART-TIME STUDENTS.

STUDENTS WERE NOT THE SOLE RECIPIENTS OF
LEGISLATIVE ATTENTION, HOWEVER. TEACHERS -- PUELIC

EMPLOYEES —-- WERE GIVEN SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS; AS WELL.,

H.R. 10210, THE UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION BILL, PROVIDED

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR THE FIRST TIME TO
MANY STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, TEACHERS
INCLUDED,

THE TwicE-VETOED PuBLIC WoRkS EMPLOYMENT BILL
SAW FINAL ENACTMENT WITH THE PASSAGE OF S. 3201.
PROVIDING FOR MORE THAN $1-1/2 BILLION IN COUNTERCYCLICAL
AID TO STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, THE ACT PROVIDES THE
MEANS TO ALLEVIATE THE PROBLEM OF TEACHER AND OTHER
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE LAYOFFS.
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THESE ARE ONLY A FEW LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
oF THE 94TH ConNGRESS. WITH THE ADVENT OF A NEW YEAR --
AND A NEW PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE EXECUTIVE AND THE
LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES -- WHAT WILL AND WHAT SHOULD BE
THE PRIORITIES OF THE 95TH CONGRESS IN EDUCATION?

CENTRAL TO THE EDUCATION INITIATIVES TO BE
UNDERTAKEN BY THE NEXT CONGRESS WILL BE THE CAREFUL
CONSIDERATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE MEASURES TO
ACHIEVE FULL EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR OUR
NATION., THE PRIORITY OF EMPLOYMENT IS IMPERATIVE. WE
NEED TO PUT AMERICA'S UNEMPLOYED BACK TO WORK, AND WE
NEED TO STIMULATE OUR ECONOMY TO ASSURE GREATER AND
STRONGER FUNDING OF PROGRAMS BOTH CRUCIAL AND VITAL TO

THE MAINTENANCE AND GROWTH OF OUR EDUCATIONAL GOALS.

FULL EMPLOYMENT LEGISLATION LIKE THE
HUMPHREY-HAWKINS BILL -- SETTING TARGETS FOR EMPLOYMENT,
PRODUCTION, AND ECONOMIC-PRICE STABILITY -- WOULD BE
AMONG THOSE TOP MEASURES DEMANDING IMMEDIATE ACTION.

ALONG WITH THIS EMPHASIS ON ACHIEVING GREATER
ECONOMIC STABILITY AND GROWTH, CONGRESS WILL ALSO NEED
TO DESIGN MEASURES PROVIDING FOR MORE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION
AND ENFORCEMENT OF THOSE EDUCATION PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

ALREADY MANDATED.
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CERTAINLY TO BE ONE OF THE MAJOR ITEMS ON THE
PRIORITY AGENDA OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS WILL BE THE
RENEWAL OF AUTHORIZATIONS AND CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS
T0 THE FLEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT, BETTER
KNOWN As ESEA,

A LONG-TIME ADVOCATE OF SOUND FEDERAL ASSISTANCE
TO ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION PROGRAMS, I'M
PLEASED TO SEE HOW ESEA -- FOR OVER A DECADE NOW -- HAS
CONTINUED TO MAKE GAINFUL STRIDES TO HELP OUR
DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN OBTAIN GREATER EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES, TO STOCK OUR SCHOOL LIBRARIES, TO
ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY PROJECTS FOR EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION,

TO STIMULATE EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT; AND

TO UPGRADE OUR STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION,

IN PREPARATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF ESEA’S
EXPIRING AUTHORIZATIONS IN 1978, OVERSIGHT HEARINGS ON
ITS EXISTING PROGRAMS WILL BE IN ORDER. AMONG THE
QUESTIONS AND ISSUES WHICH | HOPE THE CONGRESS WILL
ADDRESS ARE THE FOLLOWING:

-- How MUCH AND WHAT OTHER FORMS OF FEDERAL AID
DO WE OFFER?

-- How CAN WE BEST CONSTRUCT A MORE WORKABLE AND
EFFECTIVE FEDERAL-STATE PARTNERSHIP?
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—- WHAT OTHER MEASURES 'WILL ENSURE THAT THE "SPECIAL

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN” ARE MET?

—— WHAT ALTERNATIVES WILL ACHIEVE GREATER EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUT-OF-SCHOOL YOUTHS, JUVENILE DELINQUENTS,
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, BILINGUAL CHILDREN AND OUR
PRESCHOOLERS?

~- How CAN WE CONTINUE TO PROMOTE PARENTAL AND
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOLS?

-- How DO WE DEVELOP GREATER PUBLIC-NONPUBLIC
SCHOOL COOPERATION?

-- WHAT KINDS OF PROGRAM EVALUATIONS WILL ENSURE
THAT SPECIAL FUNDS RESULT IN GAINS IN LEARNING,

PARTICULARLY IN THE BASIC SKILLS?

To BE SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS SHORTLY WILL BE THE
REPORT BY THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION ON THE
COMPENSATORY EDUCATION PROGRAMS UNDER TITLE I oF ESEA.
NIE’S RESEARCH FINDINGS ON THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND FUNDING
STRUCTURE OF TITLE I, THE SERVICES DELIVERED UNDER THIS
TITLE, AND THE EFFECTS UPON STUDENTS AND THEIR LEARNING
OUGHT TO PROVIDE INFORMATION THAT CAN BETTER ASSIST
CONGRESS IN IMPROVING AND STRENGTHENING ESEA,

DURING THE NEXT TWO YEARS, CONGRESS SHOULD ALSO
TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT THE PROBLEM OF CRIME AND VIOLENCE
AMONG YOUTHS. IN RECENT GALLUP POLLS OF ATTITUDES




—7-

TOWARD EDUCATION DURING 1974 THRoueH 1976, “DISCIPLINE”

IN CLASSROOMS HAS BEEN VIEWED AS THE MOST IMPORTANT
PROBLEM FACING AMERICAN SCHOOLS. MEASURES ARE BEING
TAKEN NOW TO COMBAT THE PROBLEMS OF DISCIPLINE, SCHOOL
CRIMES, AND VIOLENCE. FOR EXAMPLE, THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION
IS CURRENTLY WORKING WITH THE LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE
ADMINISTRATION (LEAA) IN A $3.2 MILLION PROGRAM, POOLING
STUDENTS, EDUCATIONAL AND LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL IN

A JOINT EFFORT TO REDUCE VIOLENCE., THE FUNDING AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 1974 JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
DELINQUENCY PREVENTION ACT WILL ALSO BE AN IMPORTANT
ITEM DEMANDING SPECIAL CONGRESSIONAL ATTENTION,

FIRST AND FOREMOST, OF COURSE, THE 95TH CONGRESS
MUST ACT EXPEDITIOUSLY UPON THE PROPOSAL TO BREAK UP THE
OVER-S1ZED DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE

(HEW) AND ESTABLISH A SEPARATE CABINET-LEVEL DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION.

FOR SEVERAL CONGRESSES NOW, | HAVE INTRODUCED
LEGISLATION CALLING FOR THE CREATION OF A CABINET-LEVEL
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EpucAaTION., WHILE AN OFFICE OF
FDUCATION WITHIN THE DOMAINS OF THE LARGER
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE WAS ADEQUATE

BACK IN THE EARLY 1960s -- AT A TIME WHEN OUR MAJOR
FEDERAL EDUCATION POLICIES AND PROGRAMS WERE FEW AND JUST
GETTING UNDERWAY -- THIS IS NO LONGER TRUE. TODAY,

OUR FEDERAL EDUCATION POLICIES AND PROGRAMS HAVE BECOME
SO NUMEROUS AND SO FAR-REACHING THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT

OF A SEPARATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS BOTH IMPERATIVE
AND NECESSARY TO MEET THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF PROGRAM
PLANNERS, ADMINISTRATORS, EDUCATORS, AND ESPECIALLY THE
STUDENTS.,

EDUCATION WILL RECEIVE THE ATTENTION AND
EMPHASIS IT FULLY DESERVES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL ONLY
AFTER A DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AND
A SECRETARY OF EDUCATION HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO SERVE
ON THE PRESIDENT'S CABINET. [ AM HAPPY TO BE ABLE TO
REPORT THAT JIMMY CARTER IS KEEPING HIS CAMPAIGN PROMISE;
AND HIS TRANSITION TEAM IS ALREADY PREPARING A PROPOSAL
To CONGRESS TO DO JUST THIS. THE CHANCES OF ITS
APPROVAL BY THE NEW CONGRESS LOOK EXCELLENT.

WHAT I HAVE DISCUSSED ARE JUST A FEW OF THE
EDUCATIONAL AREAS TO BE PURSUED BY THE 95TH CONGRESS.
WHILE I HAVE NOT MENTIONED ALL EDUCATION-RELATED
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PROGRAMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO EACH OF YOU HERE AT

THIS GATHERING, | AM NOT SUGGESTING THAT THOSE ISSUES
LEFT UNSAID ARE ANY LESS IMPORTANT TO ME OR TO CONGRESS.
ALL ARE DESERVING OF SPECIAL ATTENTION.

THE 95TH CONGRESS IS INDEED SET ON A LAUNCHING
PAD ON ITS WAY TO A LONG-AWAITED, LONG-OVERDUE PROGRAM
OF RENEWED VIGOR AND STRONGLY ACHIEVEABLE INITIATIVES
IN EDUCATION. THE CHANGES IN LEADERSHIP -- IN THE TWIN
HOUSES OF CONGRESS AND ESPECIALLY IN THE WHITE HouUSE --
CAN BE REGARDED AS MAJOR GAINS FOR EDUCATION.

BEFORE | RETURN TO WASHINGTON TO ASSUME MY
DUTIES IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE, I WOULD LIKE TO
REASSURE YOU OF MY DEEP INTEREST, GROWING CONCERN AND
CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR EDUCATION IN HAWAII AND THE
NATION,

ABOVE ALL, | LOOK FORWARD TO OUR CONTINUED AND
COMMITTED WORKING RELATIONSHIP IN BEHALF OF EDUCATION
IN HAwATII,

MAHALO NUI LOA A ME ALOHA!




