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Funds awarded to five coalitions under Prevention 

Five out of the dozen 

coalitions from districts in 

both Tutuila and the Manu’a 

Islands were awarded 

checks of $5,000 each in a 

brief ceremony held in the 

Governor’s Office at the AP 

Lutali Executive Office 

Building in Utulei. 
The coalitions were 

established last year under 

the federally funded Strate- 
gic Prevention Framework 

State Incentive Grant (SPF 

SIG) or Prevention Faa- 
Samoa Project which aims 

to create programs that steer 

the youth away from 

alcohol, tobacco, and drug 
use. 

The five districts that 

were awarded their checks 

were the ones that comple- 

FaaSamoa Project 

ted their mandated action 

plans, in addition’ to 

obtaining their non-profit 

certificates. 

They include: Maoputasi, 

Ituau Malosi, Fofo, Tualauta 

II, and Manu’atele. 

Governor Togiola Tula- 
fono, who serves as_ the 

chairman of the Strategic 

Prevention Framework Ad- 
visory Commission express- 

ed his gratefulness to the 

traditional leaders for taking 
the lead role in the coalition 

and working with their 

respective villages in 

ensuring that the coalitions 

progress with their duties 
and responsibilities. 

Togiola suggested that 

the coalitions not only work 

on addressing current social 

SPF SIG. will 

problems, but also work on 

finding ways to prevent the 

problem from ever _be- 

coming one. He _ congra- 

tulated each of the five 

coalitions represented and 

challenged the remaining 

coalitions to complete their 

necessary work plan 
requirements so they can 

receive their ‘seed money’ 

as well. 
Department of Human 

and Social Services director 

Faafetai Talia Taulualo, 

whose office works with the 

coalitions, explained that 

fund a 
minimum of $20,000 per 

district, and up to $250,000 
for counties with larger 

populations. 
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Governor proclaims November as Runaway and 

Homeless Youth Prevention Month 

Governor Togiola Tulafono says that the problem of runaway affects many of American 
Samoa’s youth, and community action is needed to help break the cycle of runaway and 

improve relationships. 
That is why he is proclaiming the month of November 2008 as the first annual 

“Runaway and Homeless Youth Prevention Month” in American Samoa, and he is calling 

upon all citizens to join protection organizations, groups, and individuals in observance of 
this month, with appropriate programs and activities. 

According to Togiola, runaway is “a complex and growing problem in our Territory and 

Nation,” and 2007 data indicates that 10% of the youth between 10 and 18 years old 

runaway from their homes. (Continued on page 2 )     
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ASPA employees undergo overhead distribution line design 

training 

Fifteen employees of the American Samoa Power Authority (ASPA) have completed an overhead distribution line design 

training conducted by veteran engineer Richard “Dick” Billings of Washington-based D. Hittle & Associates, Inc. 

The employees who underwent the two-week training are mostly from the Engineering Services (ESD) and Transmission 

and Distribution (T&D) divisions. The training covered various aspects of a distribution system which is comprised of the 

wires, poles, transformers, substations and other equipment used to deliver electricity to consumers. 

The training was aimed at enhancing the in-house design expertise, which is critical in making significant improvements 

in the operation and reliability of the territory’s power distribution system. 

Topics covered during the training include types of connectors, switches, cross arms, insulators and poles used on 

overhead distribution systems; formulas for calculating the strength of guys and anchors; size of conductors used on 

overhead systems; classes of poles, pole locations and pole top assemblies; clearance required for poles and conductors; and 

how often poles should be inspected and treated. 

The class also spent a great deal on the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC), which covers areas like wind effect on 

poles, wires and clearances of wires above ground. The NESC tells the utility engineers how much of a safety factor they 
must use when stringing in new overhead conductors. 

Billings, who put together the manual for the training, said the goal of the training is to refresh the memories of majority 

of the employees while few members of the class — those who plan to help ESD or T&D when the need arises — are learning 

a great deal. 
“Most of the people in the class already have a lot of this training knowledge; they just need to refine their skills,” said 

Billings, who has conducted over 15 similar training across the western United States since the 1980s. 

One aspect of the training required the students to go into the field and design a hypothetical three-phase line utilizing 
what they’ ve learned in the class. The students were also tested after each major topic. 

T&D Manager Sofeni Lualemaga said one of the issues he especially enjoyed about the training is the course about 
designing of an overhead system compatible for hurricane season. 

(During a hurricane in American Samoa, you must design for 125 MPH winds (set by the NESC) and at this wind speed 
there is great amount of pressure exerted on the poles and wires. In the rest of the U.S., you would design for 60 MPH, not 
the 125MPH.) 

““ASPA has brought me here maybe not to train but reinforce what they already know and to train the employees on the 
newest updated manuals,” Billings emphasized. “They already know quite a bit so my greatest function here is to hone their 
present skills so that they can provide a better product to the customers of ASPA.” 

The veteran engineer added that training like this one should be an ongoing project at all utilities not just in American 
Samoa. 

Billings, 65, has been working with public utilities since he was 18. He presently works as a consultant/contractor/rent a 
engineer for several utilities in the U.S. 

The training was made possible by a grant from the Operations and Maintenance Improvement Program, under the 
Department of Interior’s Office of Insular Affairs. 

The ASPA employees who completed the training are: Andrew Ena, Anthony Shimasaki, Atlas Ah-Mai, Dave Pu’a, Eti 
Setu, Ryan Peau, Fleance Fernando, Karen Kitiona, Kristian Aiavao, Siva Kumar, Sofeni Lualemaga, Steve Semeatu, 

Ta’utino Asifoa, Tony Atilua, and Tuni Tauiliili. 

Runaway and Homeless Youth Prevention Month. .. (continued from page 1) 
“Dedicated agencies of the American Samoa Government have worked diligently to provide protection and service 

to youth in an effort to prevent further runaway behavior,” Togiola wrote. “Parents and families, together with the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Program and other individuals and local community groups are dedicated to the 
goal of combating the preventing of runaways among our you 

The Governor said the welfare and development of every youth is the responsibility of every youth with whom 
he or she comes in contact. 

  
~ SHARE IMPOR TAN i 9 INFORMA TION & - ACT IVI TIES IN YOUR ASG NE WSLE TTER 

j with your ASG workforce as well as the citizens of American Samoa. Email your articles, announcements, pictures or other information to: 

j Harry Stevens conan stev: gihish crac mache Boy or « Tialuga Vince luli (vince. iuli@americansamoa. gov) 
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