
MEMBERS VOTE ON 2025-2026 EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND 
AMENDED AND RESTATED ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION AND BYLAWS 

By Jan Nadamoto [daughter of Isao Nadamoto (B)], Baker Chapter President; 100th IBV BOD Director, Baker; 
Nominations and Elections Committee Chair

 The election for the 2025-2026 Executive Board of Directors of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
organization was held at the Annual Meeting at the Clubhouse on Saturday, November 9, 2024. Quorum was 
achieved with 102 proxies and in person votes in favor of the proposed slate. 

The 2025-2026 Executive Board of Directors of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization are as 
follows:

PRESIDENT:  
KATHLEEN “KATHI” 

HAYASHI

daughter of  
Tokuichi Hayashi, 

Able Chapter 

2ND VICE 
PRESIDENT: 
JOYCE DOI

daughter of  
Joichi Muramatsu, 

Baker Chapter 

 1ST VICE 
PRESIDENT:  

AVIN S. OSHIRO

son of  
Seie Oshiro, 
Able Chapter

SECRETARY:  
JANICE SAKODA

 
daughter of  

Gary Uchida, 
Headquarters/Medics 

Chapter 

TREASURER: 
DR. ERIC 

TSUKAMOTO

son of  
John K. Tsukamoto, 
Headquarters/Medics 

Chapter 

Congratulations to our new officers as they look forward to leading our organization for the next two years. 
A sincere mahalo and recognition to our outgoing Board who worked tirelessly on reinvigorating and reviving 
some of the programs, bringing “life” back into the club after the long period of shutdown and challenges in the 
past years.

Members also voted on the proposed Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation and Amended and 
Restated Bylaws at the Annual Meeting. Quorum was achieved and a total of 101 votes via proxy and in 
person votes were cast in favor of the proposed amended and restated Articles of Incorporation and amended 
and restated Bylaws. The Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion Veterans, effective November 9, 2024, can be viewed at www.100thibv.org/members. 

Thank you to the Nominations and Committee members for their efforts in this year’s Nominations and 
Elections processes.
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to the Legacy2Action (L2A) students. Please see me or 
contact the club for more information. 

You can find updates on our activities in each issue 
of the PPP. However, here are a few highlights. 

PARTNERSHIPS: Club 100 hosted the 19th 
Annual Joint Memorial Service at Punchbowl on 
September 29, 2024, in partnership with the 442nd 

Veterans Club, 442nd 
Legacy Center, Sons 
and Daughters of the 
442nd Regimental 
Combat Team, 
and the Military 
Intelligence Service 
Veterans Hawaiʻi 
organizations. 

We collaborated 
with Pacific 
Historic Parks and 
the National Park 
Service, which 
included training 
their park rangers 
so our story can 

potentially reach thousands of visitors each day. 
We welcomed two hibakusha (atomic bomb 

survivors) from Hiroshima and a group of students 
from Hiroshima to our clubhouse.

We are currently exploring ways to be involved in 
the planning of the 80th anniversary of the end of 
World War II.

Our partnership with Central Pacific Bank, 
the University of Hawaiʻi Center on Aging, and 
ʻIolani School continues to engage students in the 
Legacy2Action initiative. L2A encourages students 
to identify problems in their community and utilize 
the values of the 100th Infantry Battalion to help solve 
them. As students read stories about the men of the 
100th, they learn core values such as:

Gaman – quiet endurance
Ganbari – persistence

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
By Janice Sakoda [daughter of Gary Uchida (HQ)], 100th IBV President; Events Committee Chair

The following is a reprint of what I shared at the 
Membership meeting on Saturday, November 9, 2024.

It has been two years since the 2023-2024 Board 
of Directors was elected. About that time, we were 
emerging from the worldwide pandemic caused by 
the novel coronavirus, known as COVID-19, which 
brought everything, including activities at our club, to 
a standstill.

The Board, along 
with members and 
friends, worked 
together diligently, 
and now, we are 
enjoying a vibrant 
club! We put in hard 
work to achieve 
this, often pushing 
ourselves beyond our 
comfort zones. 

In January 2023, 
when we took office, 
there were about 16 
100th veterans with 
us. A year later, in 
January of this year, we celebrated about 10 veterans. 
To support our veterans, we sent them cards to let 
them know we were thinking of them and recognized 
them on their birthdays in the Puka Puka Parade 
(PPP). Ikuro “Ike” Kawahara (A) texted me (yes, 
at over 90 years old, he texts!) expressing how much 
receiving the card brightened his day. Furthermore, 
the daughters of Lawrence Yatsu (C) and Yukitsugu 
Nishimura (A) wrote to thank us for reaching out 
to their dads. Today, we know of only seven 100th 
veterans with us. 

This sobering reality -- only 7 veterans left -- 
reminds us that the 100th story needs to be told and 
retold. It is up to us, the descendants of these brave 
soldiers, to carry on their legacy. If not us, then who? 
One simple way to memorialize your veteran is to 
submit a biography and photo of “your” soldier for 
inclusion on our website (https://www.100thbattalion.
org/archives/photos/). It can also provide inspiration 

Continued on page 3

Jan Sakoda delivers the President’s message at the Annual Meeting.
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Giri – Sense of duty or obligation
Haji – Shame (pride of family name)
Enryo – self-sacrifice
Sekinin – responsibility
Three years ago, we launched L2A with four 

students and two classes. This year, over 100 students 
participated.

We are planning for the Fourth annual project-
based learning initiative of Legacy2Action starting 
in January 2025, which continues to grow as more 
students, classes, and schools engage in the challenge.

We are excited to see what new opportunities these 
endeavors will lead to and we invite you to join us as 
they arise. 

IN-HOUSE MATTERS: The 82nd Anniversary 
Banquet was held at the Clubhouse. We were pleased 
to have 100th veterans Dr. Takashi Manago (A) and 
Mr. Masaharu Saito (B) in attendance. 

SCHOLARSHIPS. We awarded three scholarships 
of $3,000 each and and one scholarship of $1,500 to 
descendants of the 100th Infantry Battalion 

ARTICLES AND BYLAWS: Both were amended 
and restated, and they are today awaiting approval 
from membership. It was a two-year project during 
which we received input from members.

LOOKING AHEAD. We will continue to: 
•	 Partner with the UH Center on Aging,  

ʻIolani School, and Central Pacific Bank  
to grow Legacy2Action.

•	 Collaborate with organizations to promote 
awareness of the 100th Infantry Battalion.

Reflecting on the past two years, I realize our club 
would not be where it is without the volunteers and 
supporters who stepped up to help.

When I was approached to run for President, I 
initially declined, as I felt ill-equipped due to my lack 
of experience. However, one wise member advised 
me that what truly mattered was surrounding myself 
with people who could provide sound guidance. So, if 
you think I did a good job as president, it’s thanks to 
the good advice I received and the support I felt from 
all of you.

Continued from page 2 I would also like to extend my gratitude to our 
board for their support and encouragement.

This clubhouse relies on volunteers to thrive. We 
need your helping hands and willing hearts. In the 
past, there was a perception that there was little 
interest, few volunteers, and no younger generation 
to carry on 
our soldiers’ 
legacy. 
However, 
there is now 
renewed 
interest, 
active 
volunteers 
(although we 
could always 
use more), 
and students 
from diverse, 
multi-ethnic 
backgrounds 
eager to 
learn about 
the 100th 
Infantry 
Battalion and apply their values through community 
service. 

I encourage the youth of 100th descendants to get 
involved. For those attending middle or high school, 
please encourage them to get involved with L2A 
projects. This is an excellent opportunity for them 
to learn about the men of the 100th, give back to the 
community, and develop leadership skills. Colleges 
are looking for well-rounded students.

For descendants who are out of school, please 
encourage them to volunteer or participate in events 
at our clubhouse. By doing so, they will deepen their 
understanding of the men of the 100th. 

Share stories and values of the veterans in your 
family with your children and grandchildren and 
discuss why it is important to remember their legacy. 
Our veterans fought in two wars: one for American 
democracy and another against prejudice towards the 
Japanese Americans — both of which have enabled 
us to live comfortable lives today.

of 
100th Infantry Battalion, Charlie Company 

passed away on October 16, 2024.

We extend our deepest condolences
to the Yatsu family.

Lawrence 
Yatsu

3

P U K A  P U K A  P A R A D E I s s u e  N o .  1 1 / 2 0 2 4



Saturday, January 18, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Clubhouse boardroom. 

If you have a desire to help, please let us know. Call 
the office at (808) 946-0272 or email info@100thibv.
org and give us your name and contact information. 
We hope to see you soon!

TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED 
83RD 100TH INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS ANNIVERSARY BANQUET  

By Joyce Doi [daughter of Joichi Muramatsu (Baker), 100th IBV Secretary; Anniversary Banquet Chair]

The 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Anniversary 
Banquet will be held on Saturday, June 28, 2025, and 
the committee needs your help!

We’re hoping that the 2025 celebration will be 
better than ever but need your help to make it 
happen. The first committee meeting is scheduled for 

EVENTS COMMITTEE UPDATES  
By Janice Sakoda [daughter of Gary Uchida (HQ)], 100th IBV President; Events Committee Chair

FREE HOLIDAY CRAFT CLASS and 
DECORATE TURNER HALL. 

Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024
Time: 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Parking: Ala Wai Elementary School

Jan Nadamoto [daughter of Isao Nadamoto (B)] 
will be demonstrating an origami design and showing 
you how to make your own gift bag.

We’ll be taking down the Christmas decorations on 
Friday, December 27, starting at 9:00 a.m. and could 
use your help. Refreshments are welcome.

Save 9:00 a.m. Saturday, January 4, 2025, for 
our installation of officers and mochi pounding with 
the James Kawashima (B) family! More details, 
including how to sign up, to be announced in the 
December issue of the PPP.

TEA HATS. FREE! Learn to make cute tea hats 
using a necktie! Downtown Art Center (DAC) at  

1041 Nuuanu Avenue, 2nd 
Floor. Limit to 20 people.

Date:  
   Sunday, January 19, 2025 

Time: 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Email info@100thibv.org  

with your name and contact 
information (cell and 
email). A tea hat made by Lynda Asato 

[niece of Thomas Miyamoto (C)].

January 2013 mochi pounding event at the Clubhouse.

October 20 visit to Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum (article on page 5). (Front Row) Delores 
Glover Akinaka [daughter-in-law of Isaac Akinaka (Medics)], MaryAnn Tanabe [daughter 
of Harry Katahara (B)], Sophie Hatakenaka [daughter of Roy Hatakenaka (Medics)], 
Lynda Asato [niece of Thomas Miyamoto (C)], Ellie and Alvin Shimogaki [daughter-in-
law and son of Calvin Shimogaki (HQ)], and Gail Awakuni [daughter of Fred Hosokawa 
(HQ)]. (Back Row) Ken Akinaka [son of Isaac Akinaka (Medics)], Calvert Hung [son-
in-law of Chester Hada (C)], Gail Nakamura [daughter of Roy Nakamura (C)], Kennly 
Asato [grandniece of Thomas Miyamoto (C)], former First Lady Dawn Amano-Ige  
[daughter of Sakuji Amano (C)], former Governor David Ige [son of Tokio Ige (A)], 
Arlene Sato [daughter of Hideshi Niimi (C)], Jean Imada [daughter of Haruto Soma (C)], 
Kelly Imada [granddaughter of Haruto Soma (C)], and Norine Hung [daughter of Chester 
Hada (C)]. 
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PEARL HARBOR AVIATION MUSEUM AND WALT DISNEY EXHIBIT TOUR  
By Jean Imada [daughter of Haruto Soma (C)], Events Committee Member

On Sunday, October 20th, our group visited the 
Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum on Ford Island, which 
is accessible solely with a valid Military ID or the 
complimentary shuttle bus from the Pearl Harbor 
Visitor Center. The first Club 100 group visited on 
August 2nd. This museum, founded in 1999 and 
opened in 2006, is a tribute to the history of aviation 
and is supported by funding from federal and state 
governments, as well as individual and corporate 
donors. Ford Island, where the museum is located, is 
a stark reminder of the infamous day of December 7, 
1941.

Our tour began in Hangar 79 with our tremendously 
knowledgeable and encyclopedic guide, Scott 
Mensen. This 80,000 square foot hangar, originally 
built as a repair and maintenance facility, survived the 
Japanese attack with bullet-riddled glass windows. 
Due to current renovation, which began in 2022, 
many of the aircraft that are housed in this hangar 
have been relocated to the immediately adjacent open 
area.

The Walt Disney Studios and World War II exhibit 
on display in the Raytheon Pavilion began on June 
30 and runs through December 30th of this year. It 
features over 500 contributions that Walt Disney and 
his staff designed and produced as contributions to the 
war effort...cartoons, posters, insignias for military 
equipment and clothing, mascots, military training 
videos, and emblems. Disney worked with the U.S. 
government in producing films aimed at increasing 
the public’s support of the war and boosting 
America’s morale.

Hangar 37 was a seaplane hangar bombed by the 

Japanese. Upon entering this hangar, guests are 
greeted on the floor by an aerial view of Ford Island 
and the areas in and around Pearl Harbor. Today, it 
houses aircraft, a movie theater, a restaurant, a gift 
shop, and thrilling interactive flight simulators. On 
display are a Japanese fighter plane that crash-landed 
on Niʻihau and a plane flown by President George 
H.W. Bush.

The 156-foot aircraft control tower, a component 
of Building S84, was almost complete at the time 
of the attack on Pearl Harbor. The upper tower was 
completed five months after the attack and used 
during WWII and the 1950s. After the war, the 
building was used as a chapel and as a fire station, 
among other uses. Today, it is open to the public as 
part of the Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum and stands 
as a resilient hallmark that endured the historical day 
in global history.

While many of us came away from the tour with 
a deeper knowledge and understanding of aviation 
and its critical role in World War II and other 
conflicts throughout history, we also had a profound 
appreciation for the importance of the museum in 
documenting, preserving, and displaying the many 
aircrafts and artifacts in its buildings for the education 
and enjoyment of the general public.

A huge MAHALO to Lynda Asato [niece of 
Thomas Miyamoto (C)] for arranging and organizing 
the two tours to the museum, Jordyn Chuck and Scott 
Mensen of the Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum, and 
all who participated in the October 20th tour of the 
fascinating aviation museum. With all good wishes 
for a safe and happy Thanksgiving!

Scott Mensen, our tour guide, explaining the renovation of Hangar 79.

Japanese fighter plane on display in Hangar 37.
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this German stronghold. I was literally scared going 
up and coming down but it was well worth it and an 
experience I’ll truly remember. 

By Stephen Chinen  
[family of Jenhatsu Chinen (442nd, 2nd Bn)] 

Besides getting to know and enjoying my fellow 
pilgrimage travelers — mahalo nui loa to all of you! 
— and walking the battle sites where our fathers, 

grandfathers, uncles, and cousins 
so bravely fought, what was 
most surprising, and thus most 
memorable, was the way we were 
welcomed by the residents and 
musicians at their retirement home 
in Granges-Aumontzey and the 
children at their elementary school 
in L’Escarène.

To be greeted with Hawaiʻi 
Ponoʻi at the elder center 
was totally unexpected, and 

I experienced so much joy and happy tears! And 
knowing that a number of the residents were living 
in this town 80 years ago, I was like, “WOW! Our 
100th/442nd heroes made 
this possible!”

To be greeted with 
flag-waving children 
enthusiastically cheering 
as we walked down the 
hallway was also totally 
unexpected, and I felt so 
amazed and uplifted! And 
knowing that if our heroes 
hadn’t liberated this town, most, if not all, of these 
keiki wouldn’t be around today!

I am so appreciative and grateful for having gone 
on this incredible pilgrimage trip … mahalo, mahalo, 
mahalo nui loa!

AFTERGLOW OF ITALY AND FRANCE BATTLEFIELDS –  
CLUB 100 SEPTEMBER BATTLEFIELDS TOUR OF ITALY AND FRANCE 

By Kathi Hayashi [daughter of Tokuichi Hayashi (Able)], 100th IBV Treasurer; Education Committee Chair

In the October 2024 Puka Puka Parade, I shared 
my reflections of the Italy and France battlefields of 
the Nisei. This experience left an indelible mark on all 
16 travelers that followed the footsteps of the 100th 
and 442nd. Here are more perceptions of the amazing 
100th men of Hawaii. 

First, on behalf of all the travelers on the September 
2024 tour, thank you to leaders Greg and Marcy 
Kuwazaki. At one of our first meetings before our 
trip, we were like “deer in the headlights” on what to 
expect and how we would learn and share information 
on the upcoming trip. Although not a world traveler, 
Greg took a step forward to be our leader and single 
point of contact with our tour leader, Nora De Bievre  
of Nisei Legacy Tours. It was unanimous that Greg  
and Marcy did an outstanding job in sharing 
knowledge and keeping us connected throughout 
the entire journey. In addition to learning about the 
selfless heroism of the 100th, we learned about our 
100th family as brothers and sisters. We felt the same 
“no one left behind” camaraderie on our trip. Thank 
you to all. Let’s do it again. 

By Greg Kuwazaki [son of Eddie Kuwazaki (D)]

Marcy and I had an awesome time. This was a once 
in a lifetime experience and we were so grateful to 
share it with all of you.

By Marcy Kuwazaki  
[daughter-in-law of Eddie Kuwazaki (D)]

The most memorable part of the tour was trekking 
to the meadow below the 
top of Monte Folgorito, 
followed by a short but 
quite precarious hike to 
the top. I can’t imagine the 
bravery and dedication the 
men of the 100th/442nd 
proved climbing up this 
brutal terrain to secure 

Continued on page 7
Greg and Marcy with the reenactors 
after hiking at Hill 140.

Stephen Chinen in 
Belvedere, Italy.

Steve presents gifts to the residents 
at the Granges-Aumontzey 
retirement home.
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By Bruce Akinaka  
[son of Isaac Akinaka (HQ/Medics)] 

My journey begins with my father Isaac F. Akinaka, 
the returning re-enlistee on December 8, 1944 to 
begin his journey with all his other brothers-in-
arms as the 100th Battalion. On this legacy journey 
with 15 other comrades, we followed the 100th’s 
footsteps: one from Japan, one from Louisiana, one 
from California and the others from the islands of 
Hawaii. Our first meeting or gathering begins this 
adventure with our well-versed guide we call Nora 
to acknowledge and honor these men of the 100th 
during their sojourn in the Italy and France campaigns 
by placing a cloth Hawaiian lei to each one; to touch 
their markers and say a few silent words to them and 
see where their footsteps took them — thus, this is 
both our journeys.

We first went to Anzio, a beachhead, where the 
100th came ashore on its southern crest shape beach 
to view the memorial edifice place in town near its 
port harbor to be the 100th introduction into the fire 
of battle. 

Then, onto the Sicily-Rome American cemetery 
where many lei were gathered onto their crosses. 
One should understand that the crosses bear the 
comrades fallen in the area where they fought and 
sacrificed and are resting together. Cassino on top of 
the hills was our next stop. This is where the 100th 
was driven back along with many other battalions 
and were unable to breech the high-ground German 
defense over several days with much loss of life 
and casualties. Collectively, these several battles 
brought together the fallen soldiers left behind now 
with lei on their crosses at the American cemetery 
which occupies a beautiful, serene place to rest. The 
cemetery supervisor is now trying better to tell the 
story of the Nisei in new ways to honor what they did 
and accomplished, in part, by telling their individual 
stories. 

In the reconstructed Abbey of Monte Cassino which 
was bombed to gain control of the high ground, it 
contains a window of stained glass mosaic for each 
country and its units that participated in this liberation 
campaign. Another beautiful remembrance to those 

that sacrificed so much for 
it.

Our journey advanced to 
two rivers: the Arno river — 
fast, narrow and deep, along 
with the Volturno river —  
wide, shallow and slow, 
meandering through Italy, 
which became several 
battleground hot spots in 
the flat valley. The Germans 
held an unfair advantage 
as they held the high 
ground. The 100th drew 
incessant fire requiring 
much movement at night. How these 100th men could 
muster up their inner courage to keep moving forward 
under such constraints of enemy interlocking fire; the 
high ground advantage; rain and more rain; mine field 
crossing; low rations; low ammunition; little to no 
sleep; death and wounded all around; time after time 
given low probability of success command orders; to 
name just a few of the numerous elements to defeat 
their morale. 

This revelation kept repeating itself as day after 
day in their footsteps, we witnessed the terrain and 
learned of their assignments and their commitments to 
accomplish victories but at the high cost of comrades, 
earning the 100th and later the 100th/442nd 
seven unit citations for exemplary achievements 
under extreme combat distress and odds; and the 
recognition of the Purple Heart battalion. Now in this 
battleground condition, it is even more astounding 
to realize that the 100th men had the wherewithal 
to initiate plans to build a 100th Clubhouse during 
these circumstance demanding forthright thinking and 
planning. 

We visited a little mountain village where in the 
year 2000 a passionate group of Legacy museum 
starters put together the Partisan resistance history 
in audio-visual presentations. To hear their story and 
see their freedom efforts were humbling then and 
encouraging now.

Another memorable experience in the town of 
L’Escarène, France, was to hear a throng of 9-10 year 

Continued from page 6

Continued on page 8

Bruce Akinaka presents a lei to 
Tomosu Hirahara (Medics) at 
Épinal American Cemetery.
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olds cheering with flags and voice to the welcoming 
of our Legacy group at their school. A wall plaque 
was part of the story where the men of the 100th put 
on a Hawaiian Christmas for the local community 
children who survived on nothing. We met the 
Zeller sisters Alice and Marion, and brother Maurice 
(attended the 1944 Christmas party). Now elders, we 
are so grateful that they came to welcome us. 

Lastly, the 100th legacy tour visited the areas of the 
liberation of Bruyères, France, and the saving of the 
Texan lost battalion. Steep surrounding mountains 
and thickly covered forest terrain shrouded both the 
enemy and the 100th men, now warriors, for the 
cause of freedom and liberty and the rights of all to 
live freely and not oppressed. These were our fathers 
and grandfathers, young, fit and enduring to the end 
of sacrifices with hopes that future generations will 
remember and not forget to visit where they have 
led the way and given much to open the doors of 
opportunity for continued service to others. 

There were many more monuments, plaques and  
memorials to be visited and lei to be given. But 
mostly to be in awe of the passion of those in 
Italy and France, who still revere the men of the 
100th/442nd for what they did and what they stood 
for, and the spirit of aloha they imparted to those 
they met along that journey. This spirit of aloha and 
camaraderie is waiting to be given again to all those 
future travelers who will take this legacy journey 
and join the ranks of those who have walked in 
their footsteps. Thus was my visions and my legacy 
journey. 

By Anne Shirai 
[daughter of Fred Hosokawa (HQ)] 

Before joining the tour, I knew very little about 
my father’s legacy with the 100th Battalion in World 
War II. He never spoke of it. After his passing, we 
discovered a box tucked away on a high shelf, filled 
with photos from his time in Italy and France. These 
images, long hidden, became the reason I decided to 
join this journey.

The most unforgettable moment for me was the 
climb up Hill 140, also known as “Little Cassino.” 

The ascent was long 
and rocky, but more 
than the physical 
strain, there was a 
weight inside me—an 
emotional heaviness 
that made each step 
feel harder than the 
last. At one point, 
I almost couldn’t 
go any further, 
overcome with 

emotion. But I kept moving forward, quietly chanting 
to myself, “Aloha e, Aloha e, Aloha e.” It felt like a 
prayer, a plea: Please allow me to enter this mountain.

Hill 140 was a key battleground for the 
100th/442nd. They fought a grueling five-day battle 
to secure it from German troops who had fortified it 
with land mines. It was a crucial obstacle on the path 
to Castellina.

Reflecting on this journey, I am deeply grateful to 
those of the 100th Battalion and the 442nd Infantry 
who fought so bravely. They sacrificed so much so 
that future generations, like mine, could live on. Their 
legacy endures, and I carry it with me.

By Suzanne Falgout, Ph.D. 
friend of Joyce Chinen [daughter of Wallace Seiko 
Chinen (D)]; Professor Emerita of Anthropology, 

University of Hawaiʻi-West Oʻahu

Actually being 
there, seeing and 
experiencing 
the complex and 
difficult terrain 
in which the 
100th Battalion 
fought against 
the strategically 
positioned and 
battle-hardened 
Nazis — I came to a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of their bravery, determination, skill, and 
sacrifice. 

Continued on page 9

Continued from page 7

Anne Shirai (left) with sister Gail Awakuni 
(right), with Joyce Doi [daughter of Joichi 
Muramatsu (B)] in center, hiking at Hill 140.

(L to R) Joyce Chinen, Amy Kwong, and 
Suzanne Falgout, on the Mount Folgorito hike.

8

P U K A  P U K A  P A R A D E I s s u e  N o .  1 1 / 2 0 2 4



Interacting with local Italians, I realized the 
significant impacts they had on those communities, 
leading to their continued efforts to preserve those 
sites and memories and to press for peace. 

By Amy Kwong 
[granddaughter of Eugene Kawakami (A)] 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped make 
our trip retracing the footsteps of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team 
in Italy and France truly unforgettable, showing 
our group such warm hospitality. It was especially 
meaningful for me to meet and interact with local 
people from areas liberated by the 100th/442nd, 
several of whom have been supporters of our club 
and Facebook page. We are deeply grateful to Nora 

De Bievre of Nisei 
Legacy Tours, 
whose guidance and 
unwavering support 
were invaluable. I 
was deeply moved 
to be able to visit 
the area where my 
grandfather was 
wounded in action in 
October 1943, with 
Nora’s guidance. We greatly appreciate the time and 
effort she invested in organizing and leading our tour 
group, and we’ll always remember the impact it had 
on making this experience so special. 

We look forward to our continued friendships with 
everyone we met on this journey, and hope they will 
visit us at the Clubhouse someday. 

Continued from page 8

HEADQUARTERS/MEDICS CHAPTER NEWS
By Jan Sakoda, HQ/Medics Chapter Vice President [daughter of Gary Uchida (HQ)]; 100th IBV President 

Welcome to our two newest members! Please 
join me in welcoming Rodney Kimura and Landen 
Murakami as our newest members to our HQ/Medics 
Chapter. Rodney Kimura’s father was Henry Kimura 
(HQ) and Landen Murakami’s grandfather-in-law 
was Gary Uchida (HQ) (which makes Landen my 
nephew-in-law). Rodney and Landen, we welcome 
and look forward to getting to know you both. I hope 
you can join us at our Christmas party on December 
21 at the clubhouse. Please contact the Clubhouse if 
you need a registration form. 

Fall Luncheon. An article about our chapter’s Fall 
Luncheon at Camelia Restaurant in the Stadium Mall 
will appear in next month’s issue of the PPP.

Armchair Traveler. Ed and I went to California 
in October to visit my college friend, Mary, in 
Northern California, attend a wedding and visit 
family and friends in the Los Angeles area. We flew 
into Sacramento where Mary picked us up and drove 
about 3 hours to Lake Tahoe where her family has a 
cabin. The leaves had a faint hint of fall colors, but 
the chilly weather told us fall was definitely in the 
air. The cabin was surrounded by tall pine and cedar 

trees; huge pine cones were scattered all around. The 
pine cones reminded me of our trip to Reno over 40 
years ago when I collected and brought home several 
of these large pine cones. This time around, I briefly 
thought about bringing more pine cones home, but 
easily talked myself out of it (takes too much room, 
too pokey, gotta be careful about bringing plants 
into Hawaii, and “bah humbug” in general). From 
Sacramento, we flew into Los Angeles to attend 
a good friend’s wedding. About 10 years ago, our 
friend’s wife died and the memories were too painful 
for him to remain in Hawaii. He moved to Pasadena 
and about two years ago, met a wonderful woman 
whose husband had passed away. Seven of us who 
flew up from Honolulu for the wedding were truly 
happy for this newly married couple in their 70s. The 
rest of the time was spent visiting our son and his 
wife in Santa Barbara, Ed’s sisters in the LA area, and 
meeting my cousin and her family after not seeing 
them for over 50 years! As much as we enjoyed 
connecting with friends and family, it is so nice to be 
home, where the air is balmy and moist, where we 
can sleep with the windows ajar, and we truly have 
the comforts of our home. Hawaii No Ka Oi.

Amy Kwong (center) in Nice, France, with 
Club 100 Tour Group bus driver, Leonardo, 
and tour manager, Nora.
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good fortune and ‘ono eats/drinks, as we celebrate 
our 100th patriarchs and all the blessings they gave 
us. Able members had fun folding gold origami paper 
into tsuru (cranes) for the elegant centerpieces. Able 
Chapter Secretary/Treasurer, Sheila Wakai [daughter 
of Al Matsumoto (A)], is working hard on every 
detail to make the December 7th party, 11 a.m. to  
2 p.m., one that folks can’t stop talking about. 

November 15 is the deadline, so send in your check 
with your form provided in the October Puka Puka 
Parade. 

• Prime rib, salmon, chicken, salads,  
   sundae dessert, and more ono eats. 
• Games for kids and adults: Claw Machine,  
   Slot Machine, Spin the Wheel, Cornhole,  
   Black Jack, Leap Frog & more!
• Silent Auction Gift Baskets
• Ugly T-shirt /Sweater Contest
• Santa and an Elvis Presley impersonator!
PARENTS: PLEASE BRING A SANTA GIFT 
FOR YOUR CHILD

At our November Able Chapter meeting, we 
discussed holding a rummage sale as a fundraiser 
for our chapter. Please save the dates – Saturday, 
February 8, and Sunday, February 9, 2025, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Clubhouse. Details on the 
rummage sale plans will be discussed at our next Able 
Chapter meeting, on Saturday, January 11, 2025, at 
10 a.m., at the Clubhouse and on Zoom.

Happy Holidays to all! 

ABLE CHAPTER NEWS
By Kathi Hayashi [daughter of Tokuichi Hayashi (A)], 100th IBV Treasurer; Education Committee Chair

With stormy weather and a chill in the air, Able 
Chapter members are getting excited about the 2024 
holiday season. 

With Thanksgiving approaching, we reflect on 
how blessed we are to be descendants of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion men. Many of us were fortunate to 
grow up in their shadow as they “walked the talk” of 
quiet heroes. They modeled the importance of honor 
and integrity. We watched them approach tasks with 
values of:

Gaman – quiet endurance 
Ganbari – persistence 
Giri – sense of duty or obligation 
Haji – shame (pride of family name)
Enryo – self-sacrifice 
and Sekinin – responsibility 
Chūgi – loyalty 
We can almost hear them say, “If it is worth doing, 

it is worth doing right.” The 100th, along with the 
442nd, became the most decorated in U.S. military 
history for its size and length of service. They did 
this despite being small in stature and weighed 

down with hateful 
discrimination for 
looking like the 
Japanese, who 
bombed Pearl 
Harbor. 

Yes, we are 
blessed. With 
only seven known 
100th veterans 
alive, let’s share 
what we learned 

from our 100th patriarchs, with our descendants and 
others via the Legacy2Action initiative. Please write 
to info@100thbattalion.org if you know of a middle 
school or high school student who is interested in 
participating. 

Ho! Ho! Ho! – with Vegas glitz for adults and kids. 
Yes, this year’s theme will be about “golden” fun, 

Amy Kwong, Stacey Hayashi, Director 
Hiroyuki Matsumoto, and Kathi Hayashi, prior 
to the November Able Chapter meeting.

Able Chapter members hard at work to help chair Sheila Wakai prepare for our 
December 7 Christmas party at the Clubhouse.
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BAKER CHAPTER NEWS
By Jan Nadamoto [daughter of Isao Nadamoto (B)], Baker Chapter President; 100th IBV BOD Director, Baker

Reminder! Poinsetta plant pickup times:  
November 29, 2024, 2:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. or  
November 30, 2024, 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Please be sure to complete the form to attend our 
Christmas Party this year! We would love to also see 
some new and familiar faces!

No Chapter meetings until February! Yes, no 
official meeting until February. 

Got questions? Contact Jan at jannadamoto@gmail.
com or (808) 347-3127.

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS
By Arlene Sato [daughter of Hideshi Niimi (C)], Charlie Chapter Treasurer

Thank you to Susan Goya [daughter of Ernest 
Sasaki (C)] for a generous donation to C Chapter. 

Thank you to Lynda Asato [niece of Thomas 
Miyamoto (C)], Donna Teshima [niece of Michio 

Teshima 
(C)], Rick 
Tabor and 
Susan 
Hashimoto 
[son-in-
law and 
daughter 
of Robert 
Hashimoto 
(C)], for 
helping 
to pour 
the EM 
solution 

into the Ala Wai Canal on Monday, October 14, 2024. 
Each of the white boxes is filled with five gallons 
of the solution. Every Monday, the Genki Ala Wai 
Project pours 20 of those boxes into the canal.  
C Chapter helps every second Monday. On November 
11, we also picked up two big bags of rubbish.

Thank you to Earl Kawaguchi and Linda Kamimoto 
[niece-in-law and nephew of Hideo Akiyama (C)] for 

organizing the C Chapter visit to the world’s largest 
Forensic Lab located at Hickam Air Force Base on 
Friday, October 25, 2024. It was a most interesting 
and enjoyable tour. 

Thank you to Lynda Asato, Jean Imada [daughter of 
Haruto Soma (C)], and Sophie Hatakenaka [daughter 
of Roy Hatakenaka (Medics)] for organizing the 
tour to the Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum and the 
special Disney Exhibit. 

The next C Chapter meeting will be on Saturday, 
November 23, 9:00 a.m., at the Clubhouse. Our 
Christmas party will be on Saturday, December 21, 
for lunch. 

Charlie Chapter members and friends visit the Hickam Forensic Lab. [Photo 
courtesy Rick Tabor](From L to R) Susan Hashimoto, Lynda Asato, Donna 

Teshima, and Rick Tabor pour the EM solution in the  
Ala Wai.
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DOG CHAPTER NEWS 
By Joyce Chinen [daughter of Wally Seiko Chinen (D)], Dog Chapter President; 100th IBV BOD - Director, Dog Chapter

Welcome Fall! November has arrived with the 
holidays just around the corner. For the second year 
since it has been deemed safe to gather after COVID, 
Dog Chapter will be celebrating the holidays with our 
Christmas party. We look forward to seeing everyone, 
just as we all did when our veteran fathers and 
mothers were still alive. 

The party will be held on Sunday, Dec. 15, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the clubhouse. Parking will 
be available at Ala Wai Elementary School. The 
planning committee members are: Irma Kobayashi 
and Sandy Rank, daughters of Tony Kinoshita, and 
Sandy’s husband, Danny Rank; Arthur Nakayama, 
son of Katsumi Nakayama; Greg Kuwazaki, son of 
Eddie Kuwazaki; and Karleen Chinen and myself, 
daughters of Wally Chinen. 

We will be ordering the delicious bento with many 
of our favorites from Gyotaku restaurant — it will 
be the same price as last year — $10. The bento will 
include shrimp tempura, teriyaki chicken, nishime, 
futo maki and ko inari sushi, potato-mac salad, miso 
garlic Caesar salad, namasu and a Sanshoku Dango 
dessert. We welcome additional donations of desserts 
and pupus. 

We plan to have a grab bag, play BINGO using 
Club 100’s classic BINGO cards, lucky number 
drawings and homegrown entertainment. Dog 
Chapter has some very talented members! This year, 
we’ll also have a make-and-take craft for the keiki, so 
please bring your grandchildren and grandnieces and 
grandnephews. Santa Claus has already RSVP’d for 
the party and will be giving out gifts from you. Please 
keep your gift for your keiki (and keiki at heart, 
too) from Santa to $15 and your lucky number door 
prizes to $10. We will also update you on Club 100 
activities.

The RSVP form, which Greg designed, is included 
on page 15 of this Puka Puka Parade. Please fill it out 
and email it to Greg (gmkuwazaki@gmail.com) and 
Karleen (chinenkc@gmail.com) by Sunday, Dec. 1.

I know our fathers and mothers would be happy 
to see us continuing the tradition of getting together 
for the annual Dog Chapter Christmas party. I look 
forward to seeing you and your families!

Our next Dog Chapter meeting will be held on 
Saturday, January 11, 2025, at 10:30 a.m., at the 
Clubhouse.

CLUBHOUSE OFFICE UPDATE
By Amy Kwong [granddaughter of Eugene Kawakami (A)], Office Manager;  

100th IBV BOD - Director, Able Chapter; 100th IBV Communications Chair; Puka Puka Parade Editor

NEW MEMBERS. Welcome to our newest 100th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans (Club 100) members, 
Warren Senda [son of Kazuo Senda (Dog)], Rodney 
Kimura [son of Henry Kimura (HQ)], Jeanne 
Harada [niece of Yoshiharu Harry Kida (Able)], 
and Susan Miller [niece of Takashi Teruya (Baker)]. 
We are grateful for your support, and are happy to 
welcome you all to the Club 100 family.

CLUBHOUSE VISITORS. We were happy to 
welcome several visitors to the Clubhouse in the 
past month. On October 16, Lynda Asato [niece of 
Thomas Miyamoto (C)] arranged for Pearl Harbor 
Aviation Museum Youth Programs Manager, Jordyn 

Chuck, and 
Docent, Alex 
Schellenberg, 
to visit the 
Clubhouse. 
Lynda, along 
with Club 
100 members 
and friends, 
enjoyed 
their recent 
tour of the Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum and Walt 
Disney Studios and World War II exhibit. Alex was 

Continued on page 13

(L to R) Jordyn Chuck, Alex Schellenberg, Gordon 
Aoyagi, Lynda Asato, and Isami Yoshihara.
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Continued on page 14

the docent for the first of two groups that visited 
the museum. Isami Yoshihara [brother of Hisashi 
Yoshihara (A)] led the tour of our Education Center, 
and volunteer docent, Gordon Aoyagi, delivered our 
100th IBV PowerPoint presentation. Gordon recently 
completed our docent training program, and did a 
wonderful job in presenting the slides. We greatly 
appreciate his assistance. 

On October 28, Isami Yoshihara brought Leonard 
Cizewski and wife, Cheryl Robinson, visiting from 
Wisconsin, along with Bill Wright (Sons & Daughters 
of the 442nd RCT), for a visit. I enjoyed meeting 
them and hearing of their projects regarding the 
522nd Field Artillery Battalion.

On November 1, Ann Kabasawa [daughter of 
Raymond Nosaka (B)] and Clyde Sugimoto 
[nephew of Nolan Miyazaki (B)] brought James 
“Moose” Sato [nephew of Mitsuru Miyoko (A) and 
Noboru Miyoko (B)] and wife, Barbara, to visit 
the Clubhouse. On our September trip to Italy and 
France, our Club 100 tour group visited all of the 
100th and 442nd men laid to rest or memorialized at 

the American 
Battle 
Monuments 
Commission 
(ABMC) Sicily-
Rome American 
Cemetery, 
Florence 
American 
Cemetery, 

and Épinal 
American 
Cemetery. 
I had the 
honor of 
presenting the 
lei to Noboru 
Miyoko at 
his Florence 
American 
Cemetery 
gravesite, and 
also paid my respects to Mitsuru Miyoko with the 
group, at his Épinal American Cemetery gravesite. 
Both of James’ uncles served in the 100th, and were 
killed in action. James and Barbara just attended the 
October ceremonies and special events in France, to 
commemorate the 80th anniversary of the liberations. 
We had a nice visit, exchanging stories of our 
journeys in Italy and France. 

On November 6, we welcomed back Director 
Hiroyuki Matsumoto, for a visit to the Clubhouse. 
He is here for several showings of his films “Go for 
Broke! ~Hawaii Nikkei Nisei no Kioku~ Memories of 

Hawai’i Japanese 
‘Niseis’” (2013) 
and “Okagesama 
de - Hawaii 
Nikkei Women’s 
Trajectory” 
(2021), on 
the islands of 
Hawaii, Oahu, 
Molokai, and 
Maui. We had 
a nice time 
chatting with 
him at the 
Clubhouse about 
his showings and 

latest projects, amongst other topics. His “Okagesama 
de” documentary is currently available for viewing on 
Hawaiian Airlines’ in-flight entertainment system, and 
we are grateful for his continued work to introduce 
the 100th, 442nd, MIS, and Hawaii immigration 
stories to new audiences. 

Continued from page 12

(L-R) Isami, Bill Wright, Leonard Cizewski, and Cheryl Robinson.

(L to R) James Sato, Barbara Sato, Ann Kabasawa, 
and Amy Kwong.

Posing with James “Moose” Sato and wife, Barbara 
Sato, with orchids they presented in honor of uncles 
Mitsuru and Noboru Miyoko.

Visiting with Director Hiroyuki Matsumoto to the 
Clubhouse.
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On November 7, 
we had a visit by 
John Hamano [son 
of Masaru Hamano 
(B)], who donated 
a bayonet that was 
found amongst his 
father’s possessions. 
He shared with us 
stories about his 
father, and showed 

us his dad pictured in the Baker Company panoramic 
photo. 

BATTALION HISTORY TIMELINE. Our 
timeline panels displayed on the Battalion History 
wall outside the Clubhouse office have been updated 
to reflect recent 
revisions that 
were made to 
our Education 
Center website 
timeline. 
Thank you 
to Isami 
Yoshihara 
and Susan 
Muroshige 
Omura 
[daughter 
of Kenneth 
Muroshige 
(B)] for 
working with 
me to make 
these updates. 
Thank you to Avin Oshiro [son of Seie Oshiro (A)] 
and Paul Fukunaga [son of Ralph Fukunaga (A)] for 
installing the new panels, which are now displayed at 
the Clubhouse. 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS. On November 4, we 
welcomed our new office volunteer, Jeanne Harada, 
who is the niece of Yoshiharu Harry Kida (A), 
and friend of Kathi Hayashi [daughter of Tokuichi 
Hayashi (A)]. Ada Akimoto [daughter-in-law of 
Akira Akimoto (HQ)] has been volunteering with 
us in the office regularly over the past year, and 

we greatly 
appreciate their 
support!  

It was 
wonderful to see 
everyone who 
attended the 
Annual Meeting 
on November 
9. Thank you 
to Barbara and 
James Low [daughter and son-in-law of Robert Sato 
(A)], Sharon Tanaka [daughter of Al Matsumoto 
(A)], Mary and Alvin Tsukayama [daughter-in-law 
and son of Conrad Tsukayama (D)], and Nolan 
Higa [son of Thomas Higa (A)], for participating 
in the recent October events and ceremonies in 
France, commemorating the 80th anniversary of the 
liberations — I’ve enjoyed seeing photos of their 
travels and hearing stories from their trip. 

IN APPRECIATION. We wish to express our 
sincere gratitude to those who have donated to the 
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization and 
would like to acknowledge the following generous 
donations received between October 12 and 
November 8, 2024. 

Flower Fund
$250	 Suzan Kaninau 
General Operating Account
$500	 David Fukuda 
$106	 Harumi Miyake in celebration of her  

             late husband, Howard Miyake’s (Co. A)  
             106th birthday

$100	 James “Moose” and Barbara Sato

If your donation sent during this period was 
inadvertently omitted from this list, or if there is 
any error regarding your donation that needs to be 
corrected, please accept our sincere apologies and 
kindly inform the 100th IBV Clubhouse office at 
(808) 946-0272 or info@100thibv.org. Mahalo for 
your continued support of the club. 

We are quickly heading into the holiday season 
and I look forward to seeing everyone during the 
Christmas events at the Clubhouse in December. 

Continued from page 13

John Hamano, with Amy and Jan Sakoda, 
points to his dad in the panoramic photo.

Office volunteers Jeanne Harada and Ada Akimoto.

Avin and Paul help Amy install the updated Battalion 
History timeline panels, recently revised by the 
Communications Committee.
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Nov. 16 (SAT)
Nov. 20 (WED)
Nov. 23 (SAT)
Nov. 28 (THU)
Nov. 29 (FRI
Nov. 30 (SAT)

Dec. 5 (THU)
Dec. 7 (SAT)
Dec. 8 (SUN)
Dec. 15 (SUN)
Dec. 21 (SAT)
Dec. 25 (WED)
Dec. 27 (FRI)
Dec. 27 - Jan. 1
Jan. 4 (SAT) 

Jan. 11 (SAT)

100th IBV Board of Directors Meeting. 9 a.m. at the Clubhouse. 
HQ/Medics Chapter Meeting. 9 a.m. at the Clubhouse and on Zoom. 
Charlie Chapter Meeting. 9 a.m. at the Clubhouse. 
Office Closed in observance of Thanksgiving.
Baker Chapter Poinsettia - pick-up. 2 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Clubhouse Christmas Decorating. 9 a.m. All members welcome.
Baker Chapter Poinsettia - pick-up. 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.
B.Y.O.Bento. 11 a.m. at the Clubhouse. All members welcome. 
Able Chapter Christmas Party. 11 a.m. at the Clubhouse.
Baker Christmas Party. 10 a.m. at the Clubhouse.
Dog Christmas Party. 11 a.m. at the Clubhouse.
HQ/Medics/Charlie Christmas Party. 10:30 a.m. at the Clubhouse.
Office Closed in observance of Christmas.
Clubhouse Christmas Clean-up. 9 a.m. All members welcome.
Office Closed. Reopens on Jan. 2 (THU).
100th IBV Installation Event / Mochi Pounding Event.  
9 a.m. at the Clubhouse.
100th IBV Board of Directors Meeting. 10 a.m. at the Clubhouse. 
Able Chapter Meeting. 10 a.m. at the Clubhouse and on Zoom. 
Dog Chapter Meeting. 10:30 a.m. at the Clubhouse. 

The Puka Puka Parade is the official newsletter of 
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans  
(Club 100), and is published monthly. 

The opinions expressed in the  
Puka Puka Parade are those of  

the individual authors and  
do not necessarily reflect the position of the  

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans. 

Please email your articles, comments or questions 
about the Puka Puka Parade to 

info@100thibv.org.
If you do not have access to email,  

please mail your articles, comments or questions to 
the Clubhouse Office. 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
520 Kamoku Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96826 
Phone: (808) 946-0272 

Office Email: info@100thibv.org 
Website: www.100thibv.org

Education Center: www.100thbattalion.org

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

or contact for appointment
Closed on holidays.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS & MEETINGS (2024 - 2025)
(All events at the 100th IBV Clubhouse and all times are HST unless otherwise indicated)

To ensure delivery of the Puka Puka Parade to your 
inbox, please add info@100thibv.org to your Contacts. 

Mahalo!
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