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THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590

January 14, 2002

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear CongressniamAb"ercrombie:

Thank you for your letter dated November 16, 2001, co-signed by your 
Congressional colleagues, requesting that the Department and private contractors accord 
priority hiring for aviation security work to aviation industry employees who have been 
laid off or released from their jobs as a result of the terrorist attacks of September 11.

I agree that we must help these displaced employees. Accordingly, in establishing 
the qualification standards for screeners and other employees hired by the new 
Transportation Security Administration, I have administratively established a hiring 
preference for aviation workers laid off or released from their jobs as a result of the 
terrorist attacks of September 11. This preference will be applied consistent with Federal 
employment merit principles and veterans preference requirements. In filling these 
positions, we will actively reach out to the firms and unions that represent such workers 
in order to make such displaced workers aware of employment opportunities with the 
new Administration. In addition, the law established a special statutory hiring preference 
for veterans which has been incorporated into our screener qualifications announcement.

If I can provide further information about this matter, do not hesitate to let me 
know. We have sent an identical copy of this letter to each of the co-signers of this letter.

Sincfrejy yours,

Norman Y. Mirfeta


