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House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C.

January 22, 1945

Colonel Kai E. Rasmussen,
Headquarters,
Military Intelligence Service 

Language School,
Fort Snelling 11, Minn.

Dear Colonel Rasmussen:

I wish to thank you most sincerely for your letter 
of January 15th.

I am very glad to have this letter to put at rest reports 
that the opportunity to qualify for commissions was denied Americans 
of Japanese ancestry as originally reported to me by one writer. I 
wrote you as a result of my feeling that this report was untrue as 
has proved to be the case from your letter.

I hope some day I may have the pleasure of meeting you 
personally and, in the meantime, want you to know I appreciate the 
thoughtful attention you gave my inquiry. I will also write Master 
Sergeant Walter Y. Mihata with whom I have been acquainted many years, 
and for whom I have the highest regard.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ J R Farrington 
J. R. Farrington 
Delegate from Hawaii
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FARRINGTON 
From Hawaii

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
House of Representatives

Washington, D.C.

January 22, 1945

M/Sgt. Walter Y. Mihata
Headquarters

, Military IIntelligence Service 
Language School,

Ft. Snelling 11, Minnesota.

Dear Walter:

For your very interesting letter of January 16th which arrived 
simultaneously with a letter from Colonel Kai Rasmussen, many thanks.

I was happy to learn that there is no ground for reports that 
the Americans of Japanese ancestry in this school are being denied the 
opportun.ity for admission to Officers’ Candidate Schools.

The report that came to me was from one of the boys formerly at 
the camp. I will r.ot mention his name in this letter as I would not want to 
prejudice his position, although I am. sure that you know him well. He is no 
longer at Camp Snelling, This may he just as well for all concerned, as he now 
writes he is attempting to be transferred back to the Islands. I am inclined 
to think that he is habitually in difficulties, and it was from this disposi­
tion that this report arose.

I am taking the liberty of sending to the members of the Emergency 
Service Committee copies of my correspondence with Colonel Kai Rasmussen as 
well as your letter. It may be that they .are already well—informed on this 
subject, but don’t believe it will hurt a bit to give them the data which you 
have sent me, as the committee is very effective in stamping out untrue reports 
that may be injurious to the morale of the people at home.

A few weeks ago I returned from a tour of the European battlefronts as 
a member of the House Committee on Milit.ary Affairs. I visited the members of

the 442nd Battalion, of whom the 100th Infantry are now a part, on the France- 
Italian front, and inquired extensively about their performance in Italy. It

was a thrilling experience indeed to find the men in such fine spirits and, more 
than that, to learn of the very high regard in which they are held not only by
the men who have had them in. their commands, but by the troops from the States.
The record they are making is something of which a11 of us from Hawaii can always 
be proud.

Ir.tellirer.ee
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Your letter to me reflects real patriotism. The fine spirit in 
which you volunteered your services and are carrying out your present duties 
is certainly gratifying to those of us in Hawaii who have always felt that 
you were an American of whom we could justly be proud.

"With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Joe Farrington 
J. R. Farrington 
Delegate from Hawaii


