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THE FUTURE OF HAWAII LIES IN THE RENEWED SENSE OF INDEPENDENCE
AND SELF-ESTEEM OF THE PEOPLE. [N THIS RENATSSANCE, HAWAIIANS ARE
AGAIN BEGINNING TO REALIZE THAT WE ARE NOT A POOR, DEPENDENT
COMMUNITY.

THE IMAGE OF HAWAII, AS TOTALLY RELIANT UPON EXTERNAL SOURCES
FOR ITS SUSTENANCE, ITS ENERGY AND ITS SURVIVAL, IS FADING. THE
PEOPLE OF THE STATE ARE WAKING UP TO THE FACT THAT OUR GEOGRAPHICAL
LOCATION, ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES ARE ASSETS OF IMMENSE
POTENTIAL WHICH WE ARE ONLY BEGINNING TO UTILIZE.

RICHES SURROUND US. TO DEVELOP THIS WEALTH, WE ARE NOW
RENEWING OUR EFFORTS. PRELIMINARY EXPLORATIONS INTO THE WATERS
OF THE LEEWARD ISLANDS HAVE PROVED ENCOURAGING.

THESE GROUNDS ARE ABUNDANT IN FISH, CRUSTACEANS AND SHELLFISH.

FEDERAL, STATE AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES ARE STRIVING TO PRODUCE

A MANAGEMENT PLAN WHICH WILL PERMIT PRUDENT EXPLOITATION OF THE
AREAS WEST AND NORTH OF HAWATI.

THESE GROUPS, ALONG WITH COMMERCIAL FISHING INTERESTS, ARE
ALSO ATTEMPTING TO DRAW UP A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM FOR THE ENHANCE-
MENT OF HAWAI1'S FISHING AND SEAFOOD MARKETING INDUSTRIES.

YesT COAST PARTICIPATION IS BEING ENCOURAGED TO AID IN THESE
VENTURES. THEY COULD HELP EXPEDITE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW FISHING
BANKS. [T WOULD ADD TO THE DEMAND FOR DOCKING FACILITIES AND
SERVICES, INCREASE THE SUPPLY OF FISH AND IT WOULD SOLIDIFY

HAWAIT'S IMPORTANCE AS A PACIFIC BASE FOR THE UNITED STATES
FISHING FLEET.
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BESIDES OUR OWN FISHING INDUSTRY, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
GROWTH CAN BE PREDICTED.

HAWAIT HAS ALSO DEDICATED ITSELF TO FORGING AHEAD IN AQUA-
CULTURE, AN ACTIVITY THAT IS ROOTED IN THE TRADITIONS OF THE LAND,

IN- CONGRESS, THERE HAVE BEEN EXPRESSIONS OF ADMIRATION FOR
OUR EFFORTS IN THIS FIELD., AFTER FIELD HEARINGS HERE, CHAIRMAN
ROBERT LEGGETT, FOR THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION, SAID THAT HAWAI1 HAD THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE, AMBITIOUS
AND ADVANCED AQUACULTURE PROGRAM IN THE NATION.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS HERE LEND THEMSELVES TO YEAR-ROUND
PRODUCTION, WITH THE UNITED STATES EXPERIENCING AN ANNUAL SEAFOOD
AND FISH FOOD TRADE DEFICIT OF APPROXIMATELY 1 BILLION, AQUACULTURE
OUTPUT WOULD HELP ADJUST THIS IMBALANCE,

WE ARE SINGULARLY FORTUNATE IN ENERGY. WE HAVE ALTERNATIVES
UNLIKE MOST OF THE OTHER STATES. /AND ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOW ALMOST
100 PERCENT DEPENDENT ON IMPORTED OIL, HAWAII ALONE HAS THE
BLESSING OF VAST AMOUNTS OF GEOTHERMAL, OCEAN THERMAL, SOLAR,

WIND AND BIOMASS ENERGY SOURCES,

A FEDERALLY FUNDED GEOTHERMAL TEST MODEL IS ALREADY WELL
ON ITS WAY AT PUNA oN THE Bic IsLAND. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE
GEOTHERMAL RESERVOIRS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PUNA REGION HAVE A
CAPACITY OF 12,000 MEGAWATTS--EIGHT TIMES THE STATE’S PRESENT
ELECTRICITY PRODUCING CAPACITY.

THE PROSPECT OF CHEAP AND DEPENDABLE SOURCES OF GEOTHERMAL
ENERGY HAS BEEN A PRIME FACTOR BEHIND THE CONSIDERATION OF HAWATI
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AS A SITE FOR MANGANESE NODULE PROCESSING PLANTS.

OCEAN THERMAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IS ALSO PROCEEDING
RAPIDLY AT KE-AHOLE POINT, WHERE DEEP WATERS CLOSE TO SHORE
PROVIDE AN EXCELLENT SITE FOR EXPERIMENTATION.

BAGASSE 1S ALREADY BEING USED TO PRODUCE ELECTRICITY.
EUCALYPTUS IS ANOTHER POTENTIAL SOURCE. PLANS ARE UNDER WAY TO
DISTILL MOLASSES INTO ETHANOL IN MAUI. RESEARCH IS EVEN BEING
CONDUCTED ON CONVERTING ALGAE AND SAP FROM CERTAIN PLANTS
(EUPHORBIACEAE) INTO USABLE HYDROCARBONS.

THESE PROJECTS, COMBINED WITH ENORMOUS, BUT YET UNTAPPED
POTENTIAL OF SOLAR AND WIND ENERGY, POINT TOWARD GROWING ENERGY
INDEPENDENCE FOR HAWAII,

WE CAN BECOME A NATIONAL MODEL FOR COMMERCIAL APPLICATION
OF ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES.

AGRICULTURE WILL PLAY A MOUNTING ROLE IN THE STATE'S ECONOMY.
NEW CROPS ARE BEING INTRODUCED ON A COMMERCIAL SCALE. THE PRODUC-
TION OF FORAGE CROPS, FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES HAS EXPANDED.
FLOWERS AND ORNAMENTALS, COFFEE AND WIDE VARIETIES OF OTHER
LOCALLY CULTIVATED CROPS ARE GAINING IN IMPORTANCE.

STEPS ARE BEING TAKEN TO REJUVENATE THE CATTLE INDUSTRY
HERE AND TO PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN BEEF, FEED, HIDES AND
OTHER RELATED PRODUCTS.,

CONGRESS IS NOW INVESTIGATING WAYS IN WHICH THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT CAN AID SMALL, INDEPENDENT FARMERS THROUGH FUNDING
AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS,
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ALL THESE THINGS ARE INDICATIVE OF THE RENAISSANCE. BuT
THE REAL FUTURE OF ANY COMMUNITY LIES WITH THE PEOPLE. IF
HAWATIANS NO LONGER SEE THE STATE AS JUST A LOVELY VACATION SPOT
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PACIFIC, IT IS IN THE CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE THAT
HAWAIT HAS A VITAL AND VALUABLE ROLE IN THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
FABRIC OF AMERICA.

THE LAND AND THE SEA ARE NOT JUST THE BEAUTY OF HAWAII BUT
ITS BOUNTY.
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GEORGE CHAPLIN, Editor-in-Chief Post Office Box 3110 - Honolulu, Hawaii 96802

December 13, 1977

o Hewsi

Rep. Daniel K. Akaka

415 Cannon Office Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Danny:

As you've probably noticed, The Advertiser has started
printing a series of contributed articles on the theme of
the best achievable HAWAII FUTURE(S), with some thought
given to what should be done in State and local governments,
the Con/Con and the private sector to move the Islands in
the desired direction.

I'd be most grateful if you would write an article for
this series--500 to 600 words.

I would need this in the next three weeks and would be -
grateful if you could let my secretary Mrs. Betty Hooten
(525-8081) know whether I can count on your participating.

I greatly hope you'll say "yes" since your thoughts
are clearly worth sharing.

George Chaplin
Editor-in-Chief




