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The future of Hawaii lies in the renewed sense of independence 
AND SELF-ESTEEM OF THE PEOPLE. In THIS RENAISSANCE, HAWAIIANS ARE 

AGAIN BEGINNING TO REALIZE THAT WE ARE NOT A POOR, DEPENDENT 

COMMUNITY.

The image of Hawaii, as totally reliant upon external sources 
FOR ITS SUSTENANCE, ITS ENERGY AND ITS SURVIVAL, IS FADING. THE 

PEOPLE OF THE STATE ARE WAKING UP TO THE FACT THAT OUR GEOGRAPHICAL 

LOCATION, ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES ARE ASSETS OF IMMENSE 

POTENTIAL WHICH WE ARE ONLY BEGINNING TO UTILIZE.

Riches surround us. To develop this wealth, we are now 
RENEWING OUR EFFORTS. PRELIMINARY EXPLORATIONS INTO THE WATERS 

of the Leeward Islands have proved encouraging.
These grounds are abundant in fish, crustaceans and shellfish. 

Federal, state and independent agencies are striving to produce 
A MANAGEMENT PLAN WHICH WILL PERMIT PRUDENT EXPLOITATION OF THE 

AREAS WEST AND NORTH OF HAWAII.

These groups, along with commercial fishing interests, are 
ALSO ATTEMPTING TO DRAW UP A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM FOR THE ENHANCE­

MENT of Hawaii's fishing and seafood marketing industries.
West Coast participation is being encouraged to aid in these 

ventures. They could help expedite development of new fishing 
banks. It would add to the demand for docking facilities and 
SERVICES, INCREASE THE SUPPLY OF FISH AND IT WOULD SOLIDIFY 

Hawaii's importance as a Pacific base for the United States
FISHING FLEET.
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Besides our own fishing industry, social and economic
GROWTH CAN BE PREDICTED.

Hawaii has also dedicated itself to forging ahead in aqua­
culture, AN ACTIVITY THAT IS ROOTED IN THE TRADITIONS OF THE LAND.

In Congress, there have been expressions of admiration for 
our efforts in this field. After field hearings here, Chairman 
Robert Leggett, for the Subcommittee on Fisheries and Wildlife 
Conservation, said that Hawaii had the most comprehensive, ambitious 
AND ADVANCED AQUACULTURE PROGRAM IN THE NATION.

Environmental conditions here lend themselves to year-round 
production. With the United States experiencing an annual seafood 
AND FISH FOOD TRADE DEFICIT OF APPROXIMATELY 1 BILLION, AQUACULTURE 

OUTPUT WOULD HELP ADJUST THIS IMBALANCE.

We are singularly fortunate in energy. We have alternatives 
UNLIKE MOST OF THE OTHER STATES. AND ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOW ALMOST 

100 PERCENT DEPENDENT ON IMPORTED OIL, HAWAII ALONE HAS THE 

BLESSING OF VAST AMOUNTS OF GEOTHERMAL, OCEAN THERMAL, SOLAR, 

WIND AND BIOMASS ENERGY SOURCES.

A FEDERALLY FUNDED GEOTHERMAL TEST MODEL IS ALREADY WELL 

ON ITS WAY AT PUNA ON THE BlG ISLAND. It IS ESTIMATED THAT THE 

GEOTHERMAL RESERVOIRS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PUNA REGION HAVE A 

CAPACITY OF 12,000 MEGAWATTS—EIGHT TIMES THE STATE'S PRESENT 

ELECTRICITY PRODUCING CAPACITY.

The prospect of cheap and dependable sources of geothermal
ENERGY HAS BEEN A PRIME FACTOR BEHIND THE CONSIDERATION OF HAWAII
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AS A SITE FOR MANGANESE NODULE PROCESSING PLANTS.

Ocean thermal research and development is also proceeding 
RAPIDLY AT Ke~AHOLE POINT, WHERE DEEP WATERS CLOSE TO SHORE 

PROVIDE AN EXCELLENT SITE FOR EXPERIMENTATION.

Bagasse is already being used to produce electricity. 
Eucalyptus is another potential source. Plans are under way to 
DISTILL MOLASSES INTO ETHANOL IN MAUI . RESEARCH IS EVEN BEING 

CONDUCTED ON CONVERTING ALGAE AND SAP FROM CERTAIN PLANTS 

(eUPHORBIACEAE) INTO USABLE HYDROCARBONS.

These projects, combined with enormous, but yet untapped 
POTENTIAL OF SOLAR AND WIND ENERGY, POINT TOWARD GROWING ENERGY 

INDEPENDENCE FOR HAWAII.

We can become a national model for commercial application
OF ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES.

Agriculture will play a mounting role in the state's economy. 
New crops are being introduced on a commercial scale. The produc­
tion OF FORAGE CROPS, FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES HAS EXPANDED. 

Flowers and ornamentals, coffee and wide varieties of other 
LOCALLY CULTIVATED CROPS ARE GAINING IN IMPORTANCE.

Steps are being taken to rejuvenate the cattle industry 
HERE AND TO PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN BEEF, FEED, HIDES AND 

OTHER RELATED PRODUCTS.

Congress is now investigating ways in which the federal 
GOVERNMENT CAN AID SMALL, INDEPENDENT FARMERS THROUGH FUNDING 

AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS.
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All these things are indicative of the renaissance. But 
THE REAL FUTURE OF ANY COMMUNITY LIES WITH THE PEOPLE. If 
Kawaiians no longer see the State as just a lovely vacation spot 
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PACIFIC, IT IS IN THE CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE THAT 

Hawaii has a vital and valuable role in the social and economic 
fabric of America.

The land and the sea are not just the beauty of Hawaii but
its bounty.
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GEORGE CHAPLIN, Editor-in-Chief Post Office Box 3110 • Honolulu, Hawaii 96802

December 13, 1977

Rep. Daniel K. Akaka
415 Cannon Office Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Danny:

As you’ve probably noticed, The Advertiser has started 
printing a series of contributed articles on the theme of 
the best achievable HAWAII FUTURE(S), with some thought 
given to what should be done in State and local governments, 
the Con/Con and the private sector to move the Islands in 
the desired direction.

I’d be most grateful if you would write an article for 
this scries—500 to 600 words.

I would need this in the next three weeks and would be 
grateful if you could let my secretary Mrs. Betty Hooten 
(525-8081) know whether I can count on your participating.

I greatly hope you’ll say "yes" since your thoughts 
are clearly worth sharing.

George Chaplin
Editor-in-Chief
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