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November 21, 1977-----AJ? & Reuters wireservices reported on November 16 that 
Jose Maria Sison, chairman of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) has 
been in detention since November 8. Sources from both the underground movement 

• and the Marcos regime have confirmed his arrest. 

- National Coordinating Council of the IAFP 
- National Executive Board of the KDP 

*********************************************************************************** 

YOU CAN IMPRISON A RE VOLUTIONARY BUT NOT THE REVOLUTION 

Jose Maria Sison has been captured by the fascist Marcos dictatorship. Known as Amado Guerrero, 
chairman of the Communist Party of the Philippines, Sison is the foremost revolutionary leader in the 
Philippines today. For the last 10 years, he has been number one on the regime's wanted list, the most 

• hated·-;- and feared - enemy of the Marcos government. He gained this distinction because he both 
.clrticulated and .translated into action the Filipino people's desire for social revolution and national 
• independence. With his persistence, revolutionary convictions and tenacity in struggle, Sison has, more 

.. than any other Filipino, turned into a living reality in the Philippines the historic truth that the masses, and 
the masses alone, are the true makers of history. 

His contributions to the development of the Filipino people's democratic revolution have been profound 
and far-reaching . Prior to his going underground in 1967, Sison was in the forefront of the progressive 
nationalist movement, instrumental in building patriotic organizations like MAN (Movement for the 
Advancement of Nationalism) . Respected for his uncompromising and penetrating view of Philippine 
history, Sison became a leading proponent of the anti-imperialist analysis and strategy for Philippine 
society, which later came to be known as the National Democratic Program. 

As founder of the militant youth mass organization, KM [ Kabataang Makabayan or Nationalist Youth], he 
exposed before the eyes of the nation the role of U.S. imperialism as the main obstacle towards the country's 
development, stripping bare its interlocking interests with the feudal landlords and the Filipino capitalist~ . 
He played a leading ro le in mobilizing the broad masses of Filipino people against these evils, organizing 
protests and demonstrations around popular issues like U.S. bases in the Philippines and U.S. stranglehold 
of Philippine economy. 

However, his most serious crime, from th~ ;:,oint of view of the U .S. imp~rialist and its local reactionary 
allies was the role he played in the recti t ication and re-establishement of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP) in 1968. Prior to its reestablishment, the CPP, under the corrupt and opportunist 
·leadership of the Lava-Tarucs, had lost the influence and prestige which it gained during the anti-Japanese 
struggle in the 1930s. 

As chairman of the reestablished Party, Sison undertook a comprehensive class analysis and strategy for 
revolution, which is contained in the historic document Philippine Society and Revolution (PSR). Before the 
fascist coup in 1972, PSR became the most carefully read and discussed book in the Philippines . 

Along with Dante and other Fmpino revolutionaries, Sison was responsible for regrouping and 
reorienting the people's army, the Huks, which had degenerated into bandit ry . Today, under the leadership 
of the re-established CPP, the New People's Army (NPA) has transformed the political situation 
dramatically in the countryside. From a small and poorly-armed band operating in one province, the NPA 
has expanded to thousands of guerrillas operating in all regions of the country, enjoying wide popular 
support, striking terror into the hearts of the despotic landlords and frustrating the regime's army. 



More recently, Sison has made his late~t theoretical contribution to the Phi l ippine revolution with his 
brilliant analysis of Philippine economic, pol it ical, cul tural, and geographica l condit ions in his Specific 
Characteristics of Our Peop~e's War. Summing up the accumulated exper ience of the NPA in the last five 
years since martial law, this w0rk adds to the developing Lody of revolutionary theory in the Philippines . It is 
of special sign ificance in iliu~inating the revolut ionary movements fighting imper ialism in a small , 
arch ipelagic countr ies, with no fr iendly borders, tike the Ph ili ppines. 

W ith his vast contributions to the Filipino people's movement, is it any wonder then that the dictator 
Marcos did not sleep a w ink in his efforts to hound and capture his mortal enemy? 

Despite Sison's &rrest, the regime will find that it will not be able lo breathe any easier. No doubt Marcos 
will once again proclaim that he has broken the back of the revolution, just as he did upon the capture of 
Commander Dante, Victor Corpus, and Jose Luneta, top members of the CPP. But like a man who cried wolf 
once too often, none will take this claim seriously. The Filipino masses have seen that w ith every arrest, the 
CPP, the NPA, and the resi stance movement in genera l replenishes its ranks, grows larger, stronger and 
more organized than before, inflicting h0avier blows on the fascist forces. For every people's soldier it 
murders, ten more arise; for every activist it captures , twenty more take the place. 

So too with t he capture of Sison. Although his rnptivity will c-~use a dislocation in the leading circles of 
the revolut ionary movement, the movement itse:f will continue to advance. A nd this is because of Sison ' s 
theoretical contr ibutions and organizatio11a l skills which have provided the proper or ientation and forged 
the collective leadership necessary for the revoluticn to continue and expand. The movement will survive 
and thrive for it has taken dee~ root among the masses. We, are confident that it cannot be otherwise . 

Over the last five years, th~ CPP has~ · ~a...:;;y ~ained influence and prestige as it increas ingly proves itself 
to be the vanguard force in leading the Fil ip1.10 people in their long struggle for genuine independence and 
democracy . This is an undeniable fact, attestPd to by all patriotic Filipinos from afl walks of life, communists 
and non-communists alike . The CPP has been strengthened, tested, and steeled through hardships . Even 
the arre~t of the chairman wi II not shake its foundation. 

The earlier cap~ure of Commander Dante proves tnat the NPA can no kW. ger be dispersed and 
demoralized the way the Huks were thrown into confusion after similar losses. Li kewise, Sison's 
incarceration will not gi·;e Marcos respi~e frum the mounting armed struggle. 

The arrest of Sison is a great bluw. However, the Philippine revolution has arid will continue to become 
steeled th rough such biows . 
M any of the country' c; most lier0ic and se!rle!:>S revulutiona,"Y patri0ts have already made the supreme 
sacrif ice of their lives for the r€\ ::lutic, . Many o:her:;, l;ke Dante, Jose Luneta are languish ing· in fascist 
prisons. 

Their cr ime? Marcos and his coho,-ts call it "subversion." We term it genuine patriot ism . These 
courageous me,~ and wor,,en who havf' Jared to side w;th the toiling masses, who dared to take up arms to 
confront the arrcgant tanci ,ords anJ i.nperia lists arc ~he genuine patriots. Sison now joins th is distinguished 
group composing some of the finest sons and daughters of the Filipino people. 

The fascist Marcos can pac\ his prisoris a,1d torture chambers - it will not save his unpopular and 
totter ing d ictatorship) Oth2t's wil l continue to take the place of those who have fal len.Otherswillstepforward 
to pick up the work and respon/!.}ii;itv of t!lose imp:-isoned . · ·, 

And with t he eventual t _·iumph of tht! revolutionary movement in t h.e Philippines, 
t hese pat rio ts, Jose Maria Si8.')n ar.d otJ,ers like him, will be freed ! 




