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November 21, 1977-==—- AP & Reuters wireservices reported on November 16 that
Jose Maria Sison, chairman of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) has
been in detention since November 8. Sources from both the underground movement
and the Marcos regime have confirmed his arrest.

~ National Coordinating Council of the IAFP
- National Executive Board of the KDP
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YOU CAN IMPRISON A REVOLUTIONARY BUT NOT THE REVOLUTION

Jose Maria Sison has been captured by the fascist Marcos dictatorship. Known as Amado Guerrero,
chairman of the Communist Party of the Philippines, Sison is the foremost revolutionary leader in the
Philippines today. For the last 10 years, he has been number one on the regime’s wanted list, the most
hated — and feared — enemy of the Marcos government. He gained this distinction because he both
articulated and translated into action the Filipino people’s desire for social revolution and national
independence. With his persistence, revolutionary convictions and tenacity in struggle, Sison has, more

- thanany other Filipino, turned into a living reality in the Philippines the historic truth that the masses, and
the masses alone, are the true makers of history.

His contributions to the development of the Filipino people’s democratic revolution have been profound
and far-reaching. Prior to his going underground in 1967, Sison was in the forefront of the progressive
nationalist movement, instrumental in building patriotic organizations like MAN (Movement for the
Advancement of Nationalism). Respected for his uncompromising and penetrating view of Philippine
history, Sison became a leading proponent of the anti-imperialist analysis and strategy for Philippine
society, which later came to be known as the National Democratic Program.

As founder of the militant youth mass organization, KM [ Kabataang Makabayan or Nationalist Youth], he
exposed before the eyes of the nation the role of U.S. imperialism as the main obstacle towards the country’s
development, stripping bare its interlocking interests with the feudal landlords and the Filipino capitalists.
He played a leading role in mobilizing the broad masses of Filipino people against these evils, organizing
protests and demonstrations around popular issues like U.S. bases in the Philippines and U.S. stranglehold
of Philippine economy.

However, his most serious crime, from the oint of view of the U.S. imperialist and its local reactionary
allies was the role he played in the rectitication and re-establishement of the Communist Party of the
Philippines (CPP) in 1968. Prior to its reestablishment, the CPP, under the corrupt and opportunist
leadership of the Lava-Tarucs, had lost the influence and prestige which it gained during the anti-}apanese
struggle in the 1930s.

As chairman of the reestablished Party, Sison undertook a comprehensive class analysis and strategy for
revolution, which is contained in the historic document Philippine Society and Revolution (PSR). Before the
fascist coup in 1972, PSR became the most carefully read and discussed book in the Philippines.

Along with Dante and other Filipino revelutionaries, Sison was responsible for regrouping and
reorienting the people’s army, the Huks, which had degenerated into banditry. Today, under the leadership
of the re-established CPP, the New People’s Army (NPA) has transformed the political situation
dramatically in the countryside. From a small and poorly-armed band operating in one province, the NPA
has expanded to thousands of guerrillas operating in all regions of the country, enjoying wide popular
support, striking terror into the hearts of the despotic landlords and frustrating the regime’s army.



More recently, Sison has made his latect theoretical contribution to the Philippine revolution with his
brilliant analysis of Philippine economic, political, cultural, and geographical conditions in his Specific
Characteristics 6f Qur Pecp'e’s War. Summing up the accumulated experience of the NPA in the last five
years since martial law, this work adds to the developing body of revolutionary theory in the Philippines. It is

* of special significance in illuminating the revolutionary movements fighting imperialism in a small,

archipelagic countries, with no friendly borders, like the Philippines.

With his vast contributions to the Filipino people’s movement, is it any wonder then that the dictator
Marcos did not sleep a wink in his efforts to hound and capture his mortal enemy? -

Despite Sison's arrest, the regime will find that it will not be abie to breathe any easier. No doubt Marcos
will once again proclaim that he has broken the back of the revolution, just as he did upon the capture of
Commander Dante, Victor Corpus, and Jose Luneta, top members of the CPP. But like a man who cried wolf
once too often, none will take this claim seriously. The Filipino masses have seen that with every arrest, the
CPP, the NPA, and the resistance movement inr general replenishes its ranks, grows larger, stronger and
more organized than before, inflicting heavier blows on the fascist forces. For every people’s soldier it
murders, ten more arise; for every activist it captures, twenty more take the place.

So too with the capture of Sison. Although his captivity will c:use a dislocation in the leading circles of
the revolutionary movement, the movement itse!f will continue to advance. And this is because of Sison’s
theoretical contributions and organizational skills which have provided the proper orientation and forged
the collective leadership necessary for the revoluticn to continue and expand. The movement will survive
and thrive for it has taken deep root among the masses. We, are confident that it cannot be otherwise.

Over the last five years, the CPP has sicadlly gained influence and prestige as it increasingly proves itself
to be the vanguard force in leacding the Filipino people in their long struggle for genuine independence and
democracy. This is an undeniable fact, attested to by all patriotic Filipinos from all walks of life, communists
and non-communists alike. The CPP has been sirengthened, tested, and steeled through hardships. Even
the arrest of the chairman will not shake its foundation. :

The earlier capiure of Commander Dante proves that the NPA can no lWger be dispersed and
demoralized the way the Huks were thrown into confusion after similar losses. Likewise, Sison’s
incarceration will not give Marcoes respite from the mouitting armed struggle.

The arrest of Sison is a great blow. However, the Philippire revolution has and will continue to become

steeled through such biows.

Many of the country’s most hervic and seliless revolutionary patriots have already made the supreme
sacrifice of their lives for the revclution. Many others, like Dante, Jose Luneta are languishing in fascist
prisons.

Their crime? Marcas and his conorts call it ““subversion.”” We term it genuine patriotism. These
courageous mer and wornen who have dared to side with the toiling masses, who dared to take up arms to
confront the arrcgant landiords and imperialists arc the genuine patriots. Sison now joins this distinguished
group composing some of the finest sons and daughters of the Filipino peopie.

The fascist Marcos can pacic his prisons and torture chambers — it will not save his unpopular and
tottering dictatorship! Others will continue to take the place of those who have fallen Otherswill stepforward
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to pick up the werk and respon: biiiity of these imprisoned. - 5

And with the eventual t-iumph of the revolutionary movement in the Philippines,
these patriots, Jose Maria Sison and others like him, will be freed!





