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Poultry production training: paving the way for a long-term
USP-Israel Partnership in agriculture

xperts from the Extension Services of the State of

Israel’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Develop-

ment shared years of gained knowledge and skills in
boosting the poultry industry of Israel to the agriculture
students of the USP Alafua Campus in a 2 — week intensive
training held at the IRETA Fale of the campus from 22 April
2013 to 02 May 2013. The practical training program
delivered by Mr. Yitzhak Malka, Head of Animal Production
Department and Ms. Hagit Arazi, a Poultry Extension
Specialist reinforced the student’s theoretical learnings from
their Animal Science courses.

The training came into fruition through the efforts of
the Regional Counsellor to the Pacific Islands Embassy of
Israel, Mr. Jonathan Zadka , Acting Head of the School of
Agriculture and Food Technology (SAFT), Mr. Mohammed
Umar, and USP Senior Lecturer of Animal Science, Dr. Siakka
Diarra. This collaboration between the Government of Israel
and USP is expected to provide long-term partnership.
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While every effort has been made to ensure the information in this newsletter is accurate,
IRETA does not accept any responsibility or liability for error or fact omission, interpretation
or opinion which may be present, nor for the consequences of any decisions based on this
information. Any views or opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the official view
of IRETA.
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The participants pose with the guests and USP staff before the training.

Mr. Umar noted that Israel is highly advanced in
agriculture and that it has created a lot of bilateral agreements in
various countries but USP is fortunate enough to seal the first tie
with Israel in the Pacific in the area of agricultural development
after so many years and challenged the students to show
interest and take advantage of this opportunity to learn from the
experts and share the knowledge back to their respective
countries.

Mr. Jonathan Zadka expressed delight that finally there is
already a tangible outcome of the MOU of cooperation signed in
November 2012. “We find this as a unique initiative because it is
regional rather than national in scope”, he commented. He
affirmed the commitment of Israel to make this collaboration
long-term through provision of training in Israel.

The CEO of MAF of Samoa, Afioga Fonoiava Sealiitu
Sesega on behalf of the Minister opened the training program
reiterating the Ministry’s efforts to put agriculture at the
forefront amidst the decline in agricultural production and
employment. He stated that the “challenge is to reverse this
decline taking into consideration the changing farming trends
and climatic change issues faced by the Pacific Island countries”.

Mr. Yitzhak Malka assured the participants that they will
share their practical experiences on the best methods of
sustainably producing high quality and affordable poultry
products.
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IRETA Farm showcased in the Ministers' field trip

inisters of Agriculture from the different
Pacific Island countries trooped to the
Institute for Research, Extension and Training for
Agriculture (IRETA) Farm located at the University of
the South Pacific (USP) Alafua Campus in Samoa on
13 April 2013. The field trip concluded the 10th
Meeting of the FAO South-west Pacific Ministers of
Agriculture held in Apia from 11 to 13 April 2013.
USP Alafua Campus Director Mrs. Leatuaolevao
Ruby Vaa warmly welcomed the participants and
invited them to walk around the facilities in the
farm. Mr Mohammed Umar, Director of IRETA and
Acting Head of the School of Agriculture and Food
Technology (SAFT) of USP toured the guests to the
different poultry production sheds. He briefly
explained the management initiatives taken by
IRETA to contribute to Samoa’s market demand for
eggs and chicken.

He also informed the guests about the review
undertaken by FAO on the livestock industry in the
South Pacific involving Fiji, Samoa, Vanuatu and
Tonga to explore strategies that would increase local
production and reduce importation. This will enable
more affordable, nutritional and better quality pro-
duce for local consumption. "Currently, imported
chicken and pork command a very high price in the
market", Mr Umar reiterated.

Hon. Le Mamea Ropati Mualia Minister of Ag-
riculture of Samoa, added that the Ministry is also
encouraging the breeding of sheep for lamb produc-
tion. He further commented that the FAO review
should also involve looking into the provision of
feeds locally.

Mr Umar also discussed IRETA's thrust to keep
in line with the government's strategic plan of pro-
viding clear policies, food and nutrition security, cli-
mate change adaptation, etc. to the agriculture sec-
tor of the Pacific. While external agencies sup-
porting the Pacific governments like FAO, ACIAR,
SPREP and others do have their respective thrusts,
"partnership is very important to us to avoid duplica-
tion of efforts as we deal with same farmers and
beneficiaries", he pointed out.

Hon. Le Mamea Ropati Mualia, on behalf of
the whole delegation team, thanked USP staff for
accommodating the visit.
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USP SAFT gears up to improve teaching and learning

- USP SAFT staff working on their
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taff  of the University of the

South Pacific (USP) School of

Agriculture SAFT) drew

resolutions to issues raised on

their academic and research

performance for the past year in a retreat held

at Orator Hotel on 20 April 2013. The Alafua

Campus teaching and research staff was joined

by the Acting Dean of the Faculty of Business

and Economics, Dr Kesaia Seniloli who over-
sees the SAFT operations.

Mr Mohammed Umar, Acting Head of
SAFT, expressed delight on the overall
performance of the school in terms of increase
in student number, outstanding output of staff
and the achieved targets of the IRETA Farm. He
clarified that the intention of the consultative
discussion is to further enhance the teaching
and learning capability of the school particularly
on the implementation of the Distance and
Flexible Learning mode. He reiterated that the
goal of SAFT is to cater to the agricultural sector
demands of the South Pacific Island countries.

Dr Seniloli noted the timeliness of the re-
treat in preparation for a possible external audit
of the Alafua Campus sometime this year and
encouraged the staff to show their best by
documenting the teaching and learning systems
of the school. She emphasized the importance
of continuously reviewing the curriculum and
updating course contents to suit changing
trends in agriculture.

course plans

The teaching staff was challenged to
look beyond their KPIs by upskilling
themselves through pursuit of further
studies and undertaking research activities
that will uplift the teaching and research
profile of the school. Dr Seniloli also
stressed the need to ensure that the first-
year experience of students will be
worthwhile which will enable a vibrant and
sustained growth in student population of
the campus.

The output of the retreat will hopefully
provide clear directions on where the SAFT
is heading in the coming year and be on
track in achieving the University's vision of
"achieving excellence and innovation for
sustainable development of the Pacific Is-
land countries".
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Remembering a pillar in the agriculture sector of Samoa

After battling with cancer, the well-loved
member of the Parliament SEUALA TAUA
TAVAGA KITIONA SEUALA joined his Creator in
April 2013. He is survived by his wife and eight
children. An alumnus of USP Alafua Campus, his
long-term career in the Parliament particularly as

Minister of Agriculture and AGRO Store Corporation
from 2006 until 2011 is worthy of recognition.

Here are the highlights of some of his significant
contribution to the agriculture sector in Samoa:

e 2008 — As Minister he chaired the first HOAFs
and MOAFs meeting held in Apia Samoa

e 2010 — Officially launched the Stimulus Package
Programme for the Replanting of the Coconut,
Cocoa and Coffee

e 2008 — 2011 — Endorsed the MAF Corporate Plan
of -“Let’s Go Back to the Land”

e 2009 — Launched the Fruits and Vegetables
Sector Strategy

e 2012 — Recommended the TALOMUA program as
one of the government’s initiative instead of
Agriculture Show for every year.

o Officially represent government of Samoa for the
recipient SINO Samoa Project from the
government of China.

e Introduced the top 5 taro varieties for export

Officially opened the renovated fish market and

utilities

Contributed by : Maria Solofa, MAF

PIDF information session aimed to stir enthusiasm towards sustainable

development in the Pacific

taff and students of USP Alafua Campus

were briefed on the ensuing effort to

achieve the call of Pacific Island leaders
for “A United, Distinctive and Sustainable
Pacific Society” through the Pacific Island
Development Forum (PIDF). Mr Penijamini R.
T. Lomaloma, Deputy Secretary of PIDF based
in Fij1, presented an overview of the platform in
an information session held on campus on 02
April 2013. PIDF is envisioned to bring together
leaders from the public and private sectors and
civil society in addressing regional development
challenges.

This multi-stakeholder partnership hopes
to harness the contributions of these three major
sectors in moving towards a Green/Blue
economy that will lead the pathway for
sustained and inclusive growth among the
Pacific Island countries.

PIDF will have an inaugural summit
sometime this year which will highlight the
three pillars of development, i.e. leadership,
innovation and partnership. It is expected that
participants to the summit will agree on
political commitments, targets and
partnerships towards a Green Economy for the
Pacific Island countries. The Secretariat is
inviting sustainable development enthusiasts
from each member country to partake in this
forum.
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FAO renewed support to the Pacific in the 10" Meeting of the
South West Pacific Ministers for Agriculture

he Food and Agriculture Organisation

(FAO) will again earmark technical and

funding support to the promotion of
agricultural development in the Pacific Island
countries through the renewal of the Pacific Multi-
Country Programming Framework to cover the
period from 2013 to 2017. The presentation,
discussion and signing of the agreed framework
was undertaken during the 10" Meeting of the
FAO South West Pacific Ministers for Agriculture
held at Samoa Conference Centre in Apia from 11
to 13 April 2013 with the theme ‘Farmers and
Fishers — Our Future’.

In attendance to this very important
meeting are Agriculture Ministers from Cook
Islands, Marshall Islands, Niue, Papua New
Guinea, Samoa, Tonga, Tokelau, Tuvalu and
Vanuatu, and Heads of Delegation from Australia,
Fiji, Kiribati and New Zealand. Representatives
from the Technical Centre for Agricultural and
Rural Cooperation (CTA), International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD), Secretariat of
the Pacific Community (SPC), Secretariat of the
Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

and the regional University of the South Pacific
(USP) also attended as observers.

The participants were warmly welcomed by
the Prime Minister of Samoa Hon. Tuilaepa
Lupesoliai Sailele Malilegaoi who acknowledged
the strong support from development partners in
helping Pacific island countries to achieve their
development goals. In his speech, he stated that
“the Pacific island countries could do more with
less, by making better use of new ideas”. He shared
his thoughts on the appropriateness of agriculture
in small island economies and that new ideas and
improved technology can help strengthen the
farming and fisheries sector in the region.

On the same occasion, Samoa’s Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries Hon. Le Mamea Ropati
Mualia enthusiastically assumed the Chairmanship
of the meeting from outgoing Chairperson Hon.
Sangster Saulala of the Kingdom of Tonga who
thanked everybody who supported him in his
tenure.

Prior to delivering his keynote address, FAO

- Director General
g 4 Dr. Jose Graziano da
Silva and the

}*’ participants  were
"*' ) Jtreated to the
" 7 traditional “Ava”

N —%& Ceremony whereby
* a3 the FAO Director

General was
bestowed the
Chiefly  Title in
4 honour of FAO’s

support to the rural
communities.

“The world is producing enough food;
the main barrier to food security is a lack of
access. Many people do not have the resources
they need to produce food, or have the money
they need to buy it. Better ways are needed to
improve food security, as three quarters of
Pacific adult deaths are now due to nutrition
and lifestyle-related diseases.” Dr da Silva
pointed out. He believes that policies promoting
better  nutrition, diversifying Cont. on p. 6
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FAO renewed support to the Pacific ... continued from p. 5

the range of food, and
crops will address these issues. He also disclosed the

encouraging the use of local

reforms undertaken by FAO to strengthen the
organisation and respond effectively to the needs of its
members through decentralisation of its operations
allowing more staff to be based in the Pacific.

The discussion on the proposed Pacific Multi-
country Programming Framework (CPF) 2013 to 2017
took off from the valuable lessons learned in the
implementation of the previous Pacific Multi-country
CPF 2009-2012, and the Papua New Guinea CPF 2010-
2014. The value of strong partnerships, strong links
between programmes, and the sharing of experiences
were, however, highlighted in the report apart from
the achievements in the six focus areas: (i) policy and
planning, (ii) food safety, quality and nutrition,
(iii)  aquaculture and fisheries development,
(iv)  agriculture  production and  productivity,
(v) agribusiness, marketing and trade, (vi) sustainable
management of terrestrial, freshwater and marine re-
sources.

FAO Sub-Regional Coordinator for the Pacific,
Gavin Wall, talked the delegates through to the
proposed Pacific CPF 2013-2017 and Papua New
Guinea CPF process before adoption of the new CPF.
The participants were given guidance on the

implementation of the new CPF by FAO consultant
Dr. Stephen Rogers endorsing the four focus areas
identified in the CPF, which are (i) evidence-based
policy and strategic planning, (ii) food and nutrition
security resilient to the impacts of disasters and climate
change, (iii) value/supply chain efficiency and market
linkages, and (iv) environmental management and
resilience. The new framework was laid down to the
attention of the development partners for their
continued support, assistance and collaboration.

It was emphasised in the meeting that the overall
goal of FAO assistance to the Pacific island countries is
improved food security and income earning
opportunities in the 13 countries and one territory
covered by the CPF i.e. Cook Islands, Fiji, Federated
States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru,
Niue, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga,
Tuvalu and Vanuatu.

In closing, the Ministers and Heads of Delegation
endorsed the proposal to seek increased FAO
representation for the Pacific Islands region and the
involvement of FAO in the rehabilitation of the coconut
industry in the Pacific. They also agreed to foster closer
inter-regional collaboration with the Caribbean.

The Government of Papua New Guinea offered to
host the Eleventh Meeting in 2015.

I Yarmers looking to get assistance from the government to develop their crops and other agricultural produce turned out in

hundreds on 30 April 2013 at the Matching Grant Program (MGP) Inception Workshop held at the To’oa Salamasina

Hall. The workshop was catered towards local members of the
community who are already or are interested in starting up agricultural pro-
jects in the country.

According to the project coordinator Afuamua Lafaele, the financial
assistance to selected farmers is from a total grant pool of USD$2.9 million
funded by the Asia Development Bank (ADB) and will be allocated to the
Ministry of Agriculture-Forest and Fisheries, the Small Business Enterprise
Centre and the Development Bank of Samoa. All those who would like to apply
for funding can do so with any of those three places.

The workshop explained to farmers and other participants how to fill
out the necessary forms in order to be granted financial assistance for their
business project. The program is aimed at further developing livestock,
vegetables and crops so that local farmers can compete on the export market.

A total of 1,500 farmers will be granted assistance through the SACEP grant whereby half of the total project is paid for
through a loan scheme and half is paid for by the farmer. Loans can go up to ST$16,000.00 per farmer depending on criteria’s met
through the MGP. (Niccola Hazelman—Siona, Samoa Observer)
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What’s on at ALAFUA Campus ...

USP Alafua students

laid their views on biodiversity
r I Ywo teams of students from the Alafua Campus of
the University of the South Pacific (USP) defended
their stand on the issue "Greater Biodiversity leads
to Economic Stability" in a debate held at Alafua Campus on
16 April 2013.

The Negating Team who argued that "Greater
biodiversity alone does not ensure economic stability and
that there are other contributors like interest rate, dollar
exchange, governance, etc. apart from a whole range of
environmental factors" won the votes of the judges and the
audience over the argument of the Affirmative Team that
“overexploitation of resources will affect the livelihood of
the people and the country will not be able to achieve its
economic targets to support its population”.

FAB delegation echoed

positive feedback

epresentatives from the iTaukei Affairs of Fiji met
Rwith SAFT Acting Head, Mr Mohammed Umar and

Acting Campus Director Leatuaolevao Ms. Ruby
Va’a to discuss some relevant concerns of Fiji scholars
studying at Alafua Campus. Mr Savenaca Kaunisela, Per-
manent Secretary iTaukei Affairs and Mr Tomasi Volau,
Manager Scholarship Unit conveyed the support of the Fiji
Government to the campus by compelling their scholars to
stay on campus residences and help it generate income.
They also happily noted that their students have provided

positive feedback on how student academic welfare is
looked after by the campus management.

New kit brings soil testing

closer to the islands

SP SAFT acquired two new sets of PALINTEST from

England to provide a quick and reliable soil testing

equipment for use in conducting DFL classes outside
Alafua Campus and in farmers’ fields as well. The kit is not
meant to replace scientific research methodologies but would
be handy in assessing general chemical condition of soils in
the farmers’ fields. Dr Danilo Guinto, Senior Lecturer in Soil
Science and Mr Daya Perera, Senior Technician compared the
kit’s performance against standard methods and found highly
correlating results.

USP Alafua students committed
to do charity for the elderly

| he USP Alafua Student Association led by its
Vice—President Mr Penaia Donuca spent the
day on 12 April 2013 to help the staff and elderly of Le
Mapufagalele Home for the Aged tidy up their vegetable
garden
The Catholic Sisters
who run the home warmly
received the students who
were very eager and excited
& to volunteer their time and
= energy for the sake of the

4 elderly.  The  students
., weeded and
4staked the

. tomato plots and

planted seven

™ plots of cabbage.

Bt  was  very

: encouraging to
see the diversity of students working together to make a
difference in the community.

The students considered this experience as one of
their fondest memories on campus and thanked the
Campus Life Office in Laucala and Alafua for providing the
needed funds and support which made this activity a huge
success. (Mr Penaia Donuca)

Agriculture resource base

expanded
SP Alafua Library recently acquired new materials to
expand the agriculture resource base of the campus.
The following are now available for reference by
students and external members of the public:

Challenges for agricultural research — OECD 2010

Dairy cows: nutrition, fertility and milk production —
Marek, Russell 2011

Handbook of farm, dairy and food machinery — Kutz,
Myer 2007

Plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in Asia
and the Pacific: Impacts and future directions — FAO
2012 (includes paper by USP SAFT staff member Tolo
losefa

Sheep and goat medicine — Pugh, D. G. And Baird, A. N.
2012

Stern’s introductory plant biology — Bidlack, James E.;
Jansky, Shelley; Stern, Kingsley Rowland 2011

The operation, care, and repair of farm machinery:
practical hints for handymen — Deere, John 2000

Photocopy @50sene/page. Copyright rules apply.

continued on p. 8
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ACIAR enhanced biometric capability of its scholars

cholars of the Australian Centre for Inter-
national Agricultural Research (ACIAR)
who are pursuing postgraduate degrees at
USP Alafua Campus hugely benefitted from an
intensive training on biometrics sponsored by
USP and ACIAR held at IRETA Fale on 15-18 April
2013 and facilitated by Professor Robin South,
Visiting Professor and ACIAR Coordinator at USP
Alafua. The training is in response to the

observed inadequacy of skills of the scholars in
significance

determining statistical of their
research results.

The ‘
course was aimed at !
providing  skills on, {
designing
experiments
interpreting research
results with|
confidence. It was
designed to introduce
fundamental concepts and basic
statistical techniques in such a '
way that students who are
unfamiliar with statistics or',
haven't used statistics in a while
will be able to follow on with the
course content.

Expert biometricians from
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry Queensland, Australia, Dr. Carole Wright
and Mr. Bob Mayer provided a good and
conducive learning environment throughout the
duration of the 4-day course. The students

enjoyed the informal and participatory sessions
which allowed them to veer away from the initial
jitters of dealing with numbers.

Throughout the course, real examples
illustrating statistical concepts and methods were
presented and the practical sessions gave the
students the chance to apply these techniques to
real data sets and research problems. The students
were also given opportunity to have face-to-face
consultations regarding their respective researches.

At the end of the course, the students were
enlightened on how these basic questions can be
addressed in their theses: What sample size do |
need? What is the best way to set up my
experiment? Is this new treatment significantly
better than the standard? What is the relationship
between these two variables?

In concluding the course, the students were
invited to share their results and/or project outlines.

What’s on at ALAFUA Campus ... continued from p. 7

SAFT students’ debating prowess tested

he School of Agriculture and Food Technology (SAFT) sponsored a debate competition to select
students who will represent SAFT in the 3" Annual FBE Inter-School Student Debate Series 2013

to be held at the FBE Faculty Senate Conference Room at USP

Suva, Fiji. The team who bagged the top prize is ably coached by

Mr. Falaniko Amosa and composed of Fiji students Wesele
Koroicumu, Adilina Motea, Josefa Tupua and Sireli Masi. They will
have the chance to face the School of Tourism and Hospitality .
Management (STHM) in the quarter finals on 10 May 2013 in Fiji. &
The team confidently negated the motion that “PICs will benefit
from political _alignment with Australia”. SAFT Acting Head
Mr. Mohammed Umar, on behalf of the whole campus, wishes the

team well .




