REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Telephone Conversation between Lt. Hughes and Lt. Bolton
on March 2, 1943.B:

The report is in the mail. The female registration is going very-
well. There are indications, however, of a large number of cases
of lack of loyalty.

Is that attributable to any one thing?

No, not that | have been able to find. Rumors are being circulated
that registration is for the purpose of forced labor. What could
we do on that

Well, you will just have to make the statement that it is not. It
is purely and simply an opportunity for the evacuees themselves. As
I understand the position of the WRA — no one willbe compelled to
leave the centers who does not want to do so,

I though | had better get your opinion on that. Lt House came
yesterday, and she wanted to come for one day. | informed Lieutenant
that at least three days was necessary.

Well,l will have to let you work that out with her.
—-that we are to leave Saturday?

You were. | don’t so understand that. No, | think | told you that
Tracywas coming down just to help you with the winding up, to get

your details in shape. We wanted you all back here at approximately
the same time. Somebody has talked to him, haven’t they, about meeting
him at Las Vergas? That is taken care of, isn"t it?

Well, not completely.

Well, you work that out with Tracy then. When do you think the regis-
tration willbe completed on the 1267

Probably the major part of it by Thursday noon.

Then you will have several days of mechanical details will you not?
I’ve picked up fairly well on those, Lt.

I would suggest that you call us back on about Friday and give us a
progress report, unless it is necessary to call before hand. Now
what is the total number of volunteers to date?

180 — 11 yesterday. One submitted one, seven submitted two, three
submitted three. ,

Right, Now up at Minidoka they expect to get 300. They already have
250. That is about half the size of Poston.



H:

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Wow, that is good.

So you tell Wade Head and Ralph Gelvin that they have got to do better
than that

Mr. Gelvin is right here. Would you like to speak with him?

Yes, | will have a word with him please.

Ralph, [Ifm just telling Bolton that at Minidoka they have 250 as of
yesterday and expect to have 300 by Wednesday. That is good news,

but it shows that you fellows have got to work down there if you are
going to be the top camp.

Yes, how about the rest of the projects?

The rest are coming along with the exception of two of them, Rohwer and

Tule Lake. They have finished up at Granada. They had some difficulty
at Tule Lake with— as you have probably heard—That has been straightened
out and they are in good shape up there now. On the whole, | would say
the program is proceeding in good fashion.

We are hoping quite a few will come in this next week.

You and Kenney had better get busy down there. You tell him | said to
put steam on and let’s see what happens.

Has any definite date been set yet for the team to leave?

No, we are going to let the team stay there until you are finished. |
told Bolton to call me in on about Friday and we would talk about a
closing date then. Somethingithe neighborhood of the 10th, but we are
not going to pull him out of there until he is finished. | wish you
would get busy because we want to begin on induction and we want yours
to go in with the first batch.

The boys down here are awfully anxious to get the induction started,
those who have volunteered. They come in every day.

We think it will be sometime between the 10th and the 15th, but we don’t
want to drag out the program in any center that would require us to
hold up the initial induction.

We will complete practically all of our registration by Thursday sometime,
but we are looking for quite a few volunteers to come in even after that.

After you complete your registration, it seems to me that you can start
some kind of an organized recruiting on a personal contact basis. That
will up for you to decide,but you will have both Bolton and Tracy with
their teams, which will give you more men if you want to go out on a

personal contact basis.

That is what we are hoping to do, ——we find we have better luck that
way than any other.
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Well the program seems to be coming off in good, fashion, but the rate of
volunteers is not what it should be.

We feel that down here too. We are just a little disappointed tn the
number that have answered no to ques. 38.

That is a little disturbing about your girls that Bolton reports. You
are getting a substantial percentage of girls answering no. It is not
expected in that quarter. If you can see if you can get to the bottom
of that, find out what the reason is. Ralph, you got my letter, and it
may be that | may have something else to follow up on it. If I do I will
send you another questionnaire to fill out.

OK. Thanks ever so much. Do you want to talk to Lt. Bolton

Yes, please.

Bolton, try to get your facts in shape so that Friday you can give a fairly
comprehensive sta.tictical report by telephone. That is, the total ques-
tionnaires executed to date, total this and that,—the same information that
Dillon Myer telegraphed out to the project director to compile.

Most of those forms had gone in before we got that direction.

We recognized the possibility of that happening, but we wanted to get the
information from those you did retain. Friday give us the statistical
report on such as you have.

You are doing good work down there, John, —keep it up and we will see you

when you get back. | will look for you to call on Friday.
All right. | wrote you a personal letter and am sending it under separate
cover addressed to Capt. Hall. It is personal observations—sort of a

summary of my impressions here.
Well, | am very glad to get it and will give it good consideration.

End



