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REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE DANIEL K. AKAKA 
HANA HEALTH FAIR 
JULY 21, 1989

Aloha!

It is both a pleasure and an honor for me to be here today. 

After spending so much time in Washington, D.C., I feel blessed 

by the beauty of Hana.

Today I would like to talk to you about the health of native 

Hawaiians. I would also like to touch on past injustices.

Perhaps the greatest injustice for Hawaiians occurred in 

1893 when the U.S. Government looked away as non-Hawaiian 

businessmen used the threat of the U.S. military to depose Queen 

Liliuokalani.

This marked the height of the Hawaiian people’s downfall, 

which had begun much earlier. In 1778, Captain James Cook's 

sails appeared like a great white spirit off the island of 

Kaua'i. There was no justice in what followed.

After more than a thousand years without even the common 

cold, native Hawaiians were soon decimated by foreign diseases. 

They had no immunity.

A whole population lost its physical health and was 

drained spiritually.

Today, Hawaiians are still suffering both in Health and in

spirit.
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Your Hawaii delegation in Congress is working to 

enact programs that will help native Hawaiians recapture 

vitality through health and education programs.

Congress has passed the Native Hawaiian Health Care Act the 

Native Hawaiian Education Act, and has funded Culture and arts 

and economic development programs.

The Health care act was passed in 1988, authorizing $19.5 

million over three years to establish nine health centers around 

the state. This will make primary care, health promotion and 

disease prevention services available to Native Hawaiians.

The Hawaii delegation is currently pushing our colleagues 

for fiscal year 1990 funds to bring the programs to life.

As recent studies show, the need for these centers is 

great:

Native Hawaiians have the lowest life expectancy of any 

population in the state of Hawaii. We have the highest rates of 

cancer and the lowest cancer survival rate in the United States. 

Native Hawaiian infants have the highest incidence of infant 

mortality, congenital abnormality and low birth weight in the 

state of Hawaii. Native Hawaiians are at far greater risk of 

acquiring diabetes, heart disease and hypertension at younger 

ages than any other populations in the state. Native Hawaiian 

children have the highest rate of periodontal disease and the

poorest rates of dental care in the State of Hawaii.
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During pregnancy, Native Hawaiian women face complications 

more than any other population in the State. These women have 

had little or no prenatal care. They face higher chances of 

developing toxemia and urinary infections, and experience more 

complicated births after the age of 35 years old.

Native Hawaiian men have a higher rate of suicide and a 

greater incidence of narcotics usage than any other population in 

the State of Hawaii.

The programs we hope to establish with the Native Hawaiian 

Health Act will address and hopefully solve some of these 

problems.

Under the Act, outreach services will inform Native 

Hawaiians of the availability of health services. Prevention and 

control programs will be established to address problems of 

diabetes and high blood pressure. Pregnency and infant care will 

be provided. Programs will also target dietary improvements, 

nutrition and substance abuse among the Native Hawaiian 

population.

In the area of education, Native Hawaiian students face 

problems with low self-esteem, motivation, and often fail to 

develop a drive to excel intellectually. The situation becomes 

worse as students move up in grades. During intermediate and 

high school years, educational pressures double while self-esteem 

and motivation decrease.
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The result is that native Hawaiians score below the national 

norms on standardized achievement test, and while native 

Hawaiians comprise 20% of the population, they make up only 5% of 

the student body at the University of Hawaii. Less than half of 

this 5 percent actually graduates.

Consequently, a disproportionately low number of native 

Hawaiians are represented in professional occupations.

The Native Hawaiian Education Act addresses these problems 

and has been funded over the past few years.

The programs offer several areas of emphasis: elementary 

education development, family based education, college education 

assistance, development of gifted and talented students and 

special education assistance.

We have also enacted the native Hawaiian culture and arts 

program, which helped to fund the construction of the Hawaii 

maritime museum and the restoration of the sailing vessel 

Hokulea.

Another matter of great importance for Native Hawaiians is 

Hawaiian homelands. On August 7 thru 11 I will participate in 

statewide congressional hearings to evaluate the current status 

of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920. This act 

authorized the establishment of the Hawaiian homelands program 

under which eligible Native Hawaiians can lease homesteads for 

one dollar a year.
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Unfortunately, this program has not been a total success.

It has been beset by long waiting lists, lack of infra structure 

such as roads and water, and a lack of funding. The hearings are 

long overdue and I think good things will come out of them.

In conclusion, I am confident that these programs that your 

congressional delegation is working for will make a positive 

difference for native Hawaiians. Yet I know that programs alone 

are not enough to bring Hawaiians to parity with other population 

groups in our society.

Good health, excellence in education can only come about if 

Native Hawaiians work together toward these goals with 

government’s help.

I want to urge everyone here to pitch in, to nurture the 

positive gains Hawaiians are making and to build on them. Make 

a friend of a young native Hawaiian and let him or her know of the 

greater possibilities they have in society. We need to instill 

in them a deep appreciation for their heritage and culture.

If we can succeed, then native Hawaiians will once again be 

masters of their lives, as their ancestors were a thousand years 

ago.

—END—
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Aloha!

It is both a pleasure and an honor for me to be here 

today. After spending so much time in Washington, D.C., I 

feel blessed by the beauty of Hana.

Today, I would like to talk to you about the health 

and general social well-being of Native Hawaiians. In 

1893, when the U.S. Government looked away as non—Hawaiian 

businessmen used the threat of the U.S. military to depose 

Queen Liliuokalani, the nadir of the Hawaiian people's 

declination was reached. The slide started in 1778, when 

Captain James Cook's sails appeared like a great white 

spirit off the island of Kauai.

After more than a thousand years without even the 

common cold, Native Hawaiians were soon decimated by 

foreign diseases. They had no immunity.

A whole population experienced the waning of its 

physical (and spiritual) health, maladies from which it 

still suffers today.

As a result, we in the Hawaii Congressional 

Delegation have made it a major priority to enact programs 

that will help Native Hawaiians recapture their legacy of 

vitality through health, education, cultural, economic 

development and housing programs.
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The Native Hawaiian Health Care Act, passed in 1988, 

authorizes $19.5 million over three years to establish nine 

health centers around the State. It will make primary 

care, health promotion and disease prevention services 

available to all Native Hawaiians.

We are currently lobbying our colleagues for full 

funding to bring these programs to life.

As recent studies show, the need for these centers is 

great: Native Hawaiians have the highest rate of cancer 

occurrence and the lowest rate of survival in the United 

States. In the State of Hawaii, we have the lowest life 

expectancy of any population group. Native Hawaiian 

infants have the greatest incidence of mortality, 

congenital abnormality and low birth weight. We are at 

greater risk of acquiring diabetes, heart disease and 

hypertension at younger ages than any other ethnic 

category. Our children receive less quality dental care 

and suffer from more periodontal disease than anyone 

else's.

During pregnancy, Native Hawaiian women face 

complications more often than any other population in the 

State. They have had little or no prenatal care and face 

higher chances of developing toxemia and urinary 

infections, and experiencing greater complicated births 

after the age of 35 years old.

Native Hawaiian men have the highest rate of suicide 

and incidence of narcotics usage in the State.
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The problems are daunting, but they are far from 

unsolvable, and through the programs we will establish 

under the Native Hawaiian Health Act, we expect to make 

significant strides toward remedying them.

Under the Act, outreach services will inform Native 

Hawaiians of the availability of health services. 

Prevention and control programs will be put in place to 

address the issues of diabetes, high blood pressure and 

pregnancy and infant care. They will also target dietary 

improvements, nutrition and substance abuse.

In the area of education, our youngsters suffer from 

low self-esteem, which manifests itself in lack of 

motivation and finally leads to the failure to develop a 

drive to excel. The situation only worsens as these 

students move up through the grade levels. As educational 

pressures rise during the intermediate and high school 

years, sense of worth and incentive continue their downward 

spiral.

The result is that Native Hawaiians score below the 

national norms on standardized achievement tests. While 

they comprise 20 percent of the population, they make up 

only 5 percent of the student body at the University of 

Hawaii and less than half that group actually graduates.

Consequently, there is a disproportionately small 

number of Native Hawaiians in professional occupations, 

with a diametrically high representation in lower 

paying jobs.
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The Native Hawaiian Education Act hopes to 

successfully address these problems.

Its programs offer several areas of emphasis: 

elementary education development, family based education, 

college education assistance, development of gifted and 

talented students and special education assistance.

We are also attempting to couple these efforts with 

the Native Hawaiian culture and arts program, which helped 

to fund the construction of the Hawaii maritime museum and 

the restoration of the sailing vessel Hokulea.

Another matter of great importance for Native 

Hawaiians is Hawaiian homelands. On August 7 through 11, I 

will participate in statewide congressional hearings to 

evaluate the current status of the Hawaiian Homes 

Commission Act of 1920, which authorized the establishment 

of the Hawaiian homelands program under which eligible 

Native Hawaiians can lease homesteads for a dollar a year.

Unfortunately, it has not been a total success. It 

has been beset by long waiting lists, lack of 

infrastructure, such as roads and water, and inadequate 

funding. The hearings are indeed overdue, but I think good 

things will come out of them.

In conclusion, I am confident that these initiatives 

will begin to make a positive difference for Native 

Hawaiians. Yet I know that government programs alone are

not enough.
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Physical, educational, cultural and socio-economic 

health can only be helped along from the outside. The 

fundamental impetus behind the success of all these 

endeavors must come from solidarity of purpose within.

I want to urge everyone here to pitch in, to nurture 

the positive gains Hawaiians are making and to build on 

them. Take our young Native Hawaiians and let them know of 

the fantastic possibilities that are theirs to pursue in 

society. Instill in them a deep appreciation for and pride 

in their heritage, their culture and their infinite 

potentiality as the progeny of a truly unique people.

In teaching them, we also strengthen ourselves, and 

together we will rediscover the key to mastery over our 

own lives. We will be healthy and whole once more.
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Aloha!

It is both a pleasure and an honor for me to be here today. 

After spending so much time in Washington, D.C., I feel blessed 

by the beauty of Hana.
^xjL 4fr>.er>J S>6cV ' U)dloej^4

Today,I would like to talk to you about the health of native 

Hawaiians. I would also like to touch on past injustices.

Perhaps the greatest injustice for Hawaiians occurred in 

1893 when the U.S. Government looked away as non-Hawaiian 

businessmen used the threat of the U.S. military to depose Queen 

Liliuokalani,
, . -H^ AA^tiy /lu?'***}^ wag
This marked the height of the Hawaiian people’s downfall, 

which had-begun much earlier. In 1778,zCaptain James Cook’s 

sails appeared like a great white spirit off the island of 

Kaua’i. There was no justice in what followed.

After more than a thousand years without even the common 

cold, native Hawaiians were soon decimated by foreign diseases. 

They had no immunity. , . , \
i^V'tw^ U>^VVIA ^ ^AvX ^I^ rh-S*- ) 

A whole population lost its physical health and was

draiJlffil-apixitualiy^^ ^mI’M) -{k^ tiXl^ *4- ^lill SiU^ez-, 4ozbuM, 

Today, Hawaiians are still suffering both in Health and in 

spirit.
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Your Hawaii delegation in Congress is working to J

enact programs that will help Native Hawaiians recapture -A 

vitality through health and education programs. ^ s

Congress has passed the Native.Hawaiian Health Care Act the

Native Hawaiian 'Education Act, and has funded Culture and arts 

and economic development programs.
- ■HS*»ifr*<*'t« / & AuAkov,^*-^

The-Health care act^was passed in 1988, authorizing $19.5 

million over three years to establish nine health centers around 

the state. This will make primary care, health promotion and
H

disease prevention services available to'Native Hawaiians. 
lA^^-* if* irx*—> |^b^

The Hawaii delegation is currently pushing our colleagues
I W*mA »il4

for fiscal year 1990 Tunds to bring the programs to life.

As recent studies show, the need for these centers is 

great:

Native Hawaiians have the highest rate of cancer occurrence and 

the lowest rate of survival in the United States. In the State of Hawaii, 

we have the lowest life expectancy of any population group. Native Hawaiian 

infants have the greatest incidence of mortality, congenital abnormality 

and low birth weight. We are at greater risk of acquiring diabetes, heart 

disease and hypertension at younger ages than any other ethnic category. 

Our children receive less quality dental care and suffer from more 

periodontal disease than anyone else’s.
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Native Hawaiians have the lowest life expectancy of any 

population in the state of Hawaii, We have the highest rates of
^<^ y^ CL

cancer and the lowest cancer survival rate in the United States.

Native Hawaiian infants have the highest incidence of infant 

mortality, congenital abnormality and low birth weight in the 

state of Hawaii. Native Hawaiians are at far greater risk of

acquiring diabetes, heart disease and hypertension at younger 

ages than any other■populations in the state. Native Hawaiian

children have the highest rate of periodontal disease and the

poorest rates of dental care in the state of Hawaii.
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During pregnancy, Native Hawaiian women face complications 

more than any other population in the state. These-women have 

had little or no prenatal care/ They" face higher chances of 

developing toxemia and urinary infections, and experience more 

complicated births after the age of 35 years old.

Native Hawaiian men have a higher rate of suicide and a... 

greater incidence of narcotioe usage than any other -population in 

the State. of Hawa i i.
-0»«-^ pr«^\ftM^^ c-^-^ /U^kAiv^, lou-T Kv<^ juv ^40. tv^cAu^f^j ^ 

The programs we hope to establish with the Native Hawaiian 

Health Act will address and hopefully solve some of these
\Ai<^ &l/0£*^ *4X» »*■»«» U Sp\AKt||4*v^ > A^l^-^-^ A i^VJA-K/C /M^^A* 

problems.

Under the Act, outreach services will inform Native

Hawaiians of the availability of health services. Prevention and 

control programs will be established to address problems of 

diabetes, high blood pressure and pregnancy and infant care,wifi— 
VTx ^**i 

be provided. Programs will also target dietary improvements, 

nutrition and substance abuse,among the Native Hawaiian 

population.

In the area of education, our youngsters suffer from low self-esteem, 

which manifests itself in lack of motivation and finally leads to the 

failure to develop a drive to excel. The situation only worsens as these 

students move up through the grade levels. As educational pressures rise 

during the intermediate and high school years, #O sense of worth and 

incentive continue their downward spiral.
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During pregnancy, Native Hawaiian women face complications 
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more than any other population in the state. These women have

had little or no prenatal car#A’ They face higher chances of 

developing toxemia and urinary infections, and experience more-

complicated births after the age of 35 years old.

Native Hawaiian men have a higher rate of suicide and a...

greater incidence of narcotics usage than any other -population in

the State of Hawaii.

' 4?Hf u^uWi^’^^ 6•*|^*^

In the area of education, Native Hawaiian students face
-fvWi **^1*^4 «4 *»»4*<A -At*v ^**^Mi>- •*'

problems with low self-esteem, motivation, and often fail to 

develop a drive to excel intellectually. The situation becomes 

worse as students move up in grades. During intermediate and 

high school years, educational pressures double while self-esteem

and motivation decrease.
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The result is that native Hawaiians score below the national 

norms on standardized achievement test^ and While Native 

Hawaiians 'Comprise 20% of the population, they make up only 5% of 

the student body at the University of Hawaii/ Less than half of 

this 5 percent actually graduates.

Consequently, a disproportionately low number of native 

Hawaiians are—represented in professional occupations,w Instead, 

there is a high representation in lower paying occupations.

The Native Hawaiian Education Act addresses these problems 

and has been funded over the past few years.

The programs offer several areas of emphasis: elementary 

education development, family based education, college education 

assistance, development of gifted and talented students and 

special education assistance.

We have also enacted the dative Hawaiian culture and arts 

program, which helped to fund the construction of the Hawaii 

maritime museum and the restoration of the sailing vessel 

Hokulea.

Another matter of great importance for Native Hawaiians is 

Hawaiian homelands. On August 7 thru 11 I will participate in 

statewide congressional hearings to evaluate the current status 

of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920. This act 

authorized the establishment of the Hawaiian homelands program 

under which eligible Native Hawaiians can lease homesteads for 

one dollar a year.
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Unfortunately, this program has not been a total success.

It has been beset by long waiting lists, lack of infrastructure 

such as roads and water, and a Lack of funding. The hearings are

■Leng overdue I think good things will come out of them.

In conclusion, I am confident that these programs that your 

congressional delegation is working for will make a positive 

difference for native Hawaiians. Yet I know that programs alone

are not enough to bring Hawaiians to-parity with other population

groups in our society.
pK^i^L, t^^A-Avuv-U, I 4z~Uur/X- x^A— S^cio^e^^rMtf^M.^ ^* U^

Good health, excellence in education can only come about if
^** C~Uy U'^ X*1^4-1 ^ ! - fv/S>x A^c. W*»4-».4a- ■ . TK- -CuvutA-v. t A>C 

Native HawaLians work together toward these goals with
\ ^'ip ct ^*^^ bi>€vii 1- ^ ■■ *" ^tvcc.^ * *■> ^*1 ^ i i *11^ *>C- ^ *■ ■ ^^ £ z** x3 is,'^^ ^ i^m*ii ^-z i^ Jw
government1s help.

I want to urge everyone here to pitch in, to nuture the

positive gains Hawaiians are making and to build on them. Make
“C,L<_ <>o^<— yow-A d -^ii*»<

a friend of young native Hawaiian and let him or her know of the
vVl'A,^ AW A*« AioS 4r pK^ut^
greater possibilities they have in society, we need to instill

in them a deep appreciation for their heritage and culture,
«nft<*A^-- p?^ * --4 t aA < V<‘J &£ AUe |>, , ^ t r- t^ 6^ A 1 »vt*^ vKww^BkX- ^e^^t^—» 

If we can succeed, then Native Hawaiians will once again be

masters of their lives, as their ancestors were a thousand years 

ago* 1^ -^Cftt^uiti/i «^v.t*tu y *V'Z> ZvA^p *>TV*e' CVf tr^f^gjLuC^t

—END—
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