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DELEGATES TO THIS TWELFTH BIENNIAL JAPAN-AMERICAN
CONFERENCE AND GUESTS:

I am honored to have been asked to address this group of
distinguished business and governmeht leaders, come together from the
land of my ancestors, Japan, and the land of my birth, America. I
am most pleased that you are aware of my Japanese ancestry, for ever
since President Nix01’1 took that historic trip to Peking last winter and
reversed American foreign policy, my personal life has become somewhat
confused on that point, Whenever I attend a social function in Washingtén
some friendly stranger will invariably approach me and ask me, "Are
you Chinese?' To that question I have .developed a stock answer, which
is, "No, I'm sorry I'm mot, but I had an Uncle who was a P;aeking Tom. "
When I related that anecdote in Dayton, Ohio at a gathering such as this,
the Mayor of Dayton, who happened to 7be black and sitting next to me at
the head table, looked up and said to me, "Oh, an Uncle Tom, eh?"

© With a face %ike mine I have become accustomed to being mistaken
for an Indian, an Eskimo, a Korean, a Chinese, a Japanese diplomat.
For example, in July of 1967, when I accompanied Vice President Hubert
Humphrey to Korea to attend the second inauguration of President Park,

1 was mistaken for Mr. Humphrey's Korean interpreter.

So, knowing that you know the real situation makes our meeting

that much more enjoyable.
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It has been said '"Peace has an economic dimension,'"" I believe

that the postwar relations between Japan and the United States constitute

an outstanding example of this statement. No one can seriously question

the fact that as between the governments of these two nations their
relations since the end of World War II have been characterized by
friendliness and mutual respect and understanding.

But what is the economic dimension in Japan-U.S. relations in
the past 25 years? The answer obviously is trade between the two
countries. Trade in its purest concept involves the free and unrestricted
flow of goods and capital across national boundaries. - Trade in its least
desirable form consists of exclusionary barriers and restricti.ons. Review
of the trade relations between Japan and the United States during the past
quarter of a century shows that while on the one hand the two countries
perhaps have not enjoyed trade in its ideal form, on the other hand,
neither country has suffered from any intolerable policy imposed by its
Vt_rading partner,

In this respect, the enactment by Congress of the-”Trade Act of
1970," with its restrictive quotas on certain commodities, including tex-
tiles and footwear, would have been a serious mistake, Not only would
American import quofas be injurious to the economy of both Japan and
the United States, but import quotas could trigger a regressive trade war

with worldwide repercussions. Moreover, a United States trade policy that
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involves the use of import quotas would constitute a drastic deviation
from the course that this country has followed since the early years of
the Great Depression.

Peace has another dimension, too. It is a communicative one,
an effort to understand and share ideas and experiences. This conclave,
to me, represents such a dimension, for this Twelfth Biennial Japan-
American Conference of Mayors and Chamber of Commerce Presidents
is an important event in the effort to share the learning and expertise of
our two countries' business and government leaders. Such an event plants

seeds of good-will among the peoples of each nation from which will grow

even stronger bonds of commercial and professional respect.

The problems this body has examined in the past are weighty
indeed: city planning and adminis’c_ratidn, housing, welfare, education,
cultural activities, trade and commerce, tourism, transportation, and the
environment, to name but a few. Surely each year teaches us that in
these areas, and in others, solutions are more easily approached by
an international interchange of ideas. As our world gets ''smaller' and
our cities' "sameness' becomes more apparent, it is from conferences
like these that I expect to see the most fundamental answers flow. On
these fundamental agreements the United States and Japan can base intricate
and delicately-designed understandings between themselves and their
business communities. I look forward to .studying the proceedings of
to;iay's session on '"Japanese-American Economic Relations' toward that

end,




Likewise, your upcoming discussions on transportation, consumer
protection, citizen-to-city communications, pollution, the aged, ‘and urban
growth give all of you an opportunity to hear of roles played by govern-
ment and business organizations in approaching these tasks world-wide,

I, too, am anxious to hear your expression of your respomnsibilities in
these areas as you see them,

In the past, I have been active in efforts to see the United States
and Japan aid each other in solving many of the problems you will hear
discussed at this Conference. Several years ago, I attended an intensive

eight days of briefings in Tokyo with 13 other Congressional leaders at

the Second U.S.-Japan Parliamentary Conference, sponsored by the School

of International Affairs of Columbia University on a Ford Foundation grant,
and the Japanese Council For International Affairs. We discussed, and
made important steps toward resolution of, differences on trade policies
and political issues,

I have continued to express my special concern for these international
issues by introducing legislation in the U.S. House of Representatives.
Iast year I introduced a rgsolution to consider legislation which authorized
the Secretary of the Treasury, in his capacity as U.S. Governor of the
Asian Development Bank, to enter into an agreement with the Bank providing

for a U.S. contribution to the Bank's consolidated special funds of $100

million. The proposed contribution, together with contributions of other




Development Bank member nations, will be used to finance high priority
development projects and programs in developing member countries,
particularly those in the Southeast Asia region.

I am equally resolute that such problems as you discuss here
must be solved at home. I am particularly concerned that provision
be made for the needs of Asian—American:citizens, and, to this end,
I have introduced, along with Congressman Glenn Anderson of California,
the Asian- Americans Affairs Act in this session of Congress. This
proposal would establish a Cabinet Committee for Asian-American Affairs,

with broad representation from both the Executive and Legislative Branches

of the Federal Government. The committee would have the specific task

of identifying the problems of Americans of Asian descent, developing
solutions for those problems, and corl;ecting the injustices that now face
Asian- Americans.

But as with-all problems human, the best road to national and
-international solution, mutually attempted, is with people to people com-
munication., When we meet each other and visit each other's homeland,
on this, and broader scale, we come away with congenial feelings no
other way acquired. And you know we Americans have been visiting Japan
for centuries. It has been my pleasure to be instrumental in the U.S.
efforts to commemorate the first business trip made to Japan around

1790‘, shortly after the founding of the Republic.
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Commodore Perry's historic visit to Japan in 1853 is widely
believed to have been the first official contact between the United States
and Japan. Evidence which has recently come to light, however,
indicates that some 62 years before the Perry visit, two American

merchant vessels - the Lady Washington and the Grace called at the

Port of Oshima in Japan s Wakayama Prefecture in search of trade,

To commemorate the visit of the Lady Washington and the Grace,

and in tribute to United States-Japanese friend.sh;ip, the government of
Wakayama Prefecture is building a beautiful memoyrial hall in the Yoshino
Kumano National Park, overlooking the Pacific Ocean,. near éshima.
The rﬁemorial will house hist.oric documents and records related to the
visit of the Lady Washington and the Grace, scale models of the two ships,
original paintings by Japanese artists depicting United States-Japanese‘
friendship, and other articles of historical importance.

This will be a spectacular and meaningful site for Americans to
visit when they travel to Japan. I understand that the generous sponsor
of this reception and dinner, World Airways, has recently appointed a
new Vice President for the Far East and South East Asia, to be responsible
for the travel between our two beautiful countries. He is James F. Broder,

former Special Assistant to my colleague, Congressman Harley O, Staggers,

on the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. Mr. Broder will

be stationed in Tokyo, and I know he will be a busy emissary for World

Airways,




It is personally gratifying to me that so many Japanese have
chosen to visit my home state of Hawaii. A further indication of the
degree of people-to-people communication going on between Americans
and Japanese is the fact that the Japanese represent the largest number
of travelers visiting the United States from any one country. That
number, for 1971, reached nearly 315,000 people. The potentiality of
our continuing and increasing this level of interchange among us is great
indeed. Business people, professional people, tourists, educators, and

students alike learn most from being there and personally feeling the

pulse of the people. | . A
- On my part, coming as I do from Hawaii which lies iﬁ the path-
way of much of the trade and communication between your country and
mine, I plan to c ontinue to oppose legislation which would erect trade
barriers and policies which mainstay communication barriers between us.
I urge the business leaders of Japan and the United States to work for
the same goals. My colleagues in the Congress are pointing with
increasing frequency in recent months to the fact that the United .States

has the lowest average tariff level and the fewest nontariff barriers in

the world, They then turn to Japan and call attention to the fact that

Japan is the most tightly-closed market in the free world. Trade, like

any other phase of commerce or international activity, is a two-way street.
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There must be reciprocity and fair-dealing by all of the trading and

commercial partners. It is only then that the '"economic dimension"

of peace, as well as the ""ecommunicative dimension', can be meaningful

and lasting.

Thank you very much,
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Rep. Spark Masayuki Matsunaga
United States Congressman
Democrat - Hawaii




