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Abstract 

The current status of the natural and cultural resources of American Samoa is described. A 
discussion is offered of the economic, biological, social, and cultural significance of these 
resources, along with an identification of the short- and long-term threats they face. An 
argument is put forth as to the global and local significance of the natural and cultural resources 
of Oceania, including those of American Samoa, and thus the importance of establishing a 
conservation plan to ensure that their values remain intact well into the future. The report 
offers one possible mechanism -- the development of a Territorial Conservation Strategy -- as a 
way that the citizens, non-governmental organizations, elected leaders, and traditional leaders of 
American Samoa can open dialogue and begin to form consensus on the intrinsic value and 
conservational importance of these resources. Urgency for such action is called for, and 
factors and implementation mechanisms relevant to conservation planning within a communal 
land tenure system are discussed. The report includes three sets of maps at 1:24000 scale that 
depict the biological resources, the cultural resources, and candidate conservation areas for 
Tutuila and the Manu'a Group. Finally, an appendix provides the most complete listing, 
including bibliographic references, available to-date of the archaeological and historical sites of 
the Territory. 
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