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WAIMANALO HEALTH CENTER
OPEN HOUSE
WAIMANALO, HAWAII

MONDAY, MAY 27, 1991
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BELOVED KAPUNA, GREAT

PEOPLE, ALOHA.

CFTENTIMES WE DO THINGS
BECAUSE OF EXPERIENCES IN THE
PAST. SOMETHING THAT
HAPPENED TO US MANY YEARS
AGO.
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WHEN MY MOTHER WAS A VERY

YOUNG CHILD IN PUKULII, MAUI,

HER PARENTS PASSED AWAY.
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AND IN THOSE DAYS, AT THE

TURN OF THE CENTURY THEY WERE
NO WELFARE ASSOCIATIONS SO
HERE SHE WAS LITERALLY ON

THE STREET BECAUSE THE HOUSE
WILL HAVE TO GO TO A NEW
PLANTATION WORKER.
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BUT FORTUNATELY UP ON THE

HILLS OF PUKULIl, WAS A

HAWAIIAN FAMILY THAT CAME BY
AND TOOK HER AND TOOK HER
HOME. SO SHE LIVED WITH THIS
HAWAIIAN FAMILY FOR OVER A
YEAR AND IT HAD A VERY
DRAMATIC IMPACT UPON HER LIFE
THEREAFTER.
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AND OBVIOUSLY SHE MADE
CERTAIN THAT HER LOVE FOR THE
HAWAIIANS WAS PROPERLY
INSTILLED WITHIN ME. THAT'S

WHY | SPEND SO MUCH TIME ON

MATTERS RELATING TO NATIVE
HAWAIIANS.
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ABOUT FIVE YEARS AGO |
BECAME CHAIRMAN OF THE SELECT
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS.
A COMMITTEE THAT HAD THE
RESPONSIBILITY OVER NATIVE

AMERICANS.
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HAWAIIANS ARE NATIVE
AMERICANS BECAUSE THEY WERE
HERE LONG BEFORE ANYONE ELSE
CAME HERE--JUST LIKE THE
INDIANS WERE IN THE
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

BEFORE ANYONE ELSE GOT THERE.
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| FOUND THAT FOR TOO LONG

ALL OF THE PROGRAMS FOR
INDIANS WERE MADE IN
WASHINGTON.
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WASHINGTON BUREAUCRATICS MADE

ALL THE PLANS. THEY TOLD THE
INDIANS "THIS IS GOOD FOR
YOU. THIS IS WHAT YOU SHOULD
HAVE".
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AND FOUND THAT THESE PROGRAMS
THAT ARE MADE IN WASHINGTON
BY PEOPLE OF GOOD HEART OR
WHO KNOW VERY LITTLE ABOUT

INDIANS, WHO HAVE NEVER

VISITED RESERVATIONS.
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OFTENTIMES, INSTEAD OF GOOD
THESE PROGRAMS CREATED HARM.
AND SO | DECIDED THAT | WILL
SEEK THE MANAO FROM THE

PEOPLE AND,
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IF YOU REMEMBER WE HAD MANY
HEARINGS AMONG HAWAIIAN
COMMUNITIES AND THE

RESULT ARE SEVERAL PROGAMS,

THE MOST IMPORTANT BEING THE
NATIVE HAWAIIAN HEALTH ACT.
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FOR THE FIRST TIME OF THE
HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES
THE WORD KAHUNA APPEARS IN

THE LAWS OF OUR LAND.
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IT IS RECOGNIZED AS A
NATIONAL RESOURCE. FOR THE

FIRST TIME IN OUR HISTORY,

WE HAD NATIVE DOCTORS
RECOGNIZED IN THE LANGUAGE
OF THE LAWS OF OUR LAND.
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THIS HEALTH CENTER IS NOT
MY IDEA, IT DIDN'T COME OUT
OF MY BRAIN. IT CAME OUT OF
YOUR MIND, IT CAME OUT OF
YOUR HEART, ALL | DID WAS TO

HELP, BUT THIS CONCEPT WAS

MADE IN WAIMANALDO.
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TOGETHER WITH THE PEOPLE OF
WAIANAE, TOGETHER WITH PEOPLE

OF ALU LIKE, PAPAOLOKAHI, IT

IS HERE NOW AND IT WILL
CONTINUE TO GROW.
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RECENTLY | WAS PRIVILEGED TO
BE CHAIRMAN AT A SPECIAL
HEARING IN WASHINGTON AND AT
THAT TIME TWO LOVELY LADIES

FROM WAIMANALO TESTIFIED,

KAPUNA HALE AND KAPUNA HILO,
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AND FOR THE FIRST TIME THEY
TESTIFIED NOT ONLY IN THE
WORDS OF THE WESTERN WORLD
BUT ALSO IN THE WORDS OF
NATIVE HAWAIIANS, AND MORE

IMPORTANTLY,
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IN THE WORDS OF LOVE THROUGH
SONG SO. FOR THE FIRST TIME
WE HAD SONGS AS TESTIMONY AND
AS A RESULT, THE COMMITTEE

SAID, "ANYTHING YOU WANT,

YOU'LL GET."
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YOU CAN BE VERY PROUD OF
THESE TWO YOUNG LADIES, THEY
DID VERY WELL. THEY MAY BE
KUPUNAS BUT THEY BEHAVED LIKE

YOUNG GIRLS. IN FACT,

THEY'RE STILL TALKING ABOUT
IT.
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ANYTIME YOU TWO LADIES WANT

TO COME BACK TO WASHINGTON

YOU LET ME KNOW WE'LL HAVE A
BIG RECEPTION THIS TIME.




23
BUT | WANTED TO COME BY
TODAY TO JOIN IN YOUR
CELEBRATION BECAUSE THIS IS A
VERY AUSPICIOUS DAY. THIS IS
THE CENTER THAT WAS MADE BY

YOU, FOR YOU, AND IT WILL

HELP YOU.
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AND | AM PRIVILEGED TO BE
ABLE TO SAY THAT | DID A
LITTLE PART IN ASSISTING YOU
AND CARRIED THIS TO THIS

STAGE, BUT THIS IS JUST THE

BEGINNING.
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| THINK BETTER THINGS WILL
COME BY. AS LONG AS ALL OF
YOU BAND TOGETHER INSIST UPON
WHAT IS RIGHT AND MOVE
FORWARD BECAUSE WHAT YOU ARE

DOING IS ABSOLUTELY RIGHT.
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SO LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, MY

CONGRATULATIONS ON THIS
AUSPICIOUS DAY AND I WISH YOU
MANY MANY MORE HAPPY DAYS.
ALOHA.




