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WISTERIA BREAKFAST MEETING, OCTOBER 22

Good morning. I want to thank you all for joining us for 
breakfast today.

I truly appreciate your taking the time to come here, 
because I sincerely believe — and I think you agree — that this 
is one of the most critical election years our nation has faced 
in a long time.

We were all raised to believe that the American dream would 
always be there for those with the determination and the will to 
seek it.

However, over the past 12 years, the past 8 years, the past 
FOUR years, that dream has moved steadily farther and farther 
from our grasp and from that of our children and their children.

o There are 6.4 MILLION MORE Americans below the poverty 
line than there were at the start of the Reagan-Bush era — FOUR 
MILLION OF THEM fell into poverty over the last four years of 
George Bush alone!

o 4 MILLION of these poor Americans — MORE THAN 14 MILLION 
— ARE CHILDREN!

o Unemployment has risen MORE THAN 40 PERCENT, 3.3 MILLION 
MORE AMERICANS have been put out of work, since President Bush 
said four years ago that he would create 30 million jobs in 8 
years.

o The median income for families with children dropped 
$1,600 before taxes under the Reagan-Bush watch.

o Housing used to consume 28 percent of the average family 
income in 1970. It was eating up 44 PERCENT BY THE END OF 1990!

o Home ownership fell in the 1980s for the first time since 
World War II.

o Average tuition costs have MORE THAN DOUBLED in the last 
10 years — increasing at TWICE the rate of family income.

o Working wives are putting in OVER 30 PERCENT MORE time on 
the job than 10 years ago. If they did not, 60 PERCENT of 
American families would have seen their total household income 
FALL, because that percentage of husbands have had their real 
hourly pay decline. Another 20 percent have merely had real 
wages remain constant.

Obliviousness to the suffering of the people. Empty 
bluster. Self-deluding logic. That is how the President defines 
leadership..leading us, and himself, on. Even to the extent of



the White House Drug Control Office Chief of Staff attempting to 
suppress a recent report on the large rise in substance abuse 
among students because it would hurt the President's reelection 
effort.

We need to put Bill Clinton in the White House! We must 
elect the Clinton/Gore ticket — for the sake of our Nation, for 
the sake of our families, for the sake of our children and 
grandchildren.

Bill Clinton has a plan, because he cares. To him, what the 
future holds for the American people and the role he plays in 
shaping it are of meaningful, profound and personal importance.

To Bill Clinton, the responsibility he would bear, as 
President of the United States of America, and that would 
rightfully be expected of him by the American people is a sacred 
trust. It is not some silly ideal to be openly mocked as THE 
VISION THING.

Make no mistake. No one should expect that miraculous 
change will come overnight. It took 8 years of Voodoo Economics 
and 4 years of No-Do Economics to get us into this. But get us 
out is just what Bill Clinton and Al Gore will do!

And they will do it in partnership with some incredibly 
dedicated servants of the people. Primary among those, of 
course, is Senator Dan Inouye — a man who, through 38 years of 
public life, has toiled with principled resolve to ensure equal 
opportunity, the inviolate right to fundamental justice and the 
highest level of selfless representation for every man, woman and 
child in this state. An individual of quiet dignity, one who 
deservedly enjoys the respect and esteem of all decent people 
across this land. And I know that Hawaii will give Dan the most 
overwhelming mandate of approval we have ever seen come November 
3rd.

The new Clinton/Gore Administration will also have, as 
integral players on their team, two tenacious and effective 
colleagues that we have always been truly glad to have on ours — 
Representatives Neil Abercrombie and Patsy Mink — the pillars of 
the Hawaii Delegation in the U.S. House. Here are two 
individuals who have devoted their careers to the betterment of 
all; two individuals who helped write the book on Putting People 
First and who will continue to do so with commitment and fire in 
the next Congress and many more beyond.

As the Democratic Party has been revitalized, so will our 
nation be. With sincere, caring stewardship from the White 
House, we will see this wonderful country, whose grand promise 
you swore to preserve and protect for yourselves and your 
families, once again guarantee to all Americans that that promise 
can truthfully be fulfilled.



And that rejuvenated confidence, that restored faith, that 
uplifting new era will be welcomed in EVERY corridor of 
government — and THAT INCLUDES CITY HALL, WHERE MAYOR DENNIS 
O'CONNOR WILL ONCE AGAIN PUT PEOPLE FIRST!

You can help us accomplish all this. Putting people first 
is the soul of the Aloha spirit, it is the philosophical 
cornerstone of what makes Hawaii and her people the most special 
in the world. It is the essential element of our great country's 
future....but, more than anything else, it is what's right1 AND 
THINGS HAVE BEEN TOO WRONG FOR TOO LONG!

We need your kokua. Join us. Mahalo.

(RECOGNIZE CANDIDATES ATTENDING.)

(CALL UP O'CONNOR, IF PRESENT, TO SAY A FEW WORDS.)


