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between the USA and Japan will not be decided
by the navy, but by the armiell of both nations.
Enumerating the waakn_ of the American
army, he cornea to the conclusion that, after the
defeat of the American fleet, Japan_ troope
would be able to land on the American West
Coast and conquer the states of Wuhington and
Oregon.

The modem l'Nder of this old book is 8truck
above all by the puaive attitude of ita author.
Although he anal,- the weakn II ell MOwn by the
American military eyetem quite correctly and
logically, he seeme to be hypnoti~ by them and
incapable of lIUpplying an active thought or oftering
any lIUggeetions toward rectifying th~ wealcne88e8
he hall pointed out. The author'8 ~ism is
eepeciaUy intereeting at a time when his prophecies
regarding the weetern Pacifio have been fulflUed,
and the lack of any activity, be it only on a mental
level, on the part of American military quartel'8
becomes more and more apparent.-B.P.
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of the book ill to be seen in the fact that, thirty·two
yeal'8 before the outbreak of the Pacific war, the
author predicted its COUft18 up to now with &II.

toniahing accuracy and made BOme very interesting
IIW'1IliaN regarding its further COUftl8. As early &8
1909, Lea made a pronouncement which to mOllt
of his countrymen mll8t have seemed utterly beyond
re&IIOD: "National opulence is a BOurce of danger
inatMd of power." Ho explained this seeming
paradox to his countrymen, first, by claiming that
the wealth of the United States formed an 'at.
traction for the poorer nations, thus by its very
existence providing a cause for war, and lIOCondly,
by the following interesting sentenoes : ,

"[Opulence] prodl1oell national effeminacy and
effeteness, henoo there IIpring up whole' tribes of
theoristll, femini8ts and, in fact, all the necrophafpns
of opulent decadence. When wealth forms the
criterion of all human ambitions, jU8tioe, emolu­
ments, nay, of worth itaeU, then corruption sets
in and patriotism departa."

He warns his countrymen that wealth might
provide armaments, but not the morale nece8l!ary
to a war. He prediots the probability of a defeat
of the American fleet in the Pacific and tho enlluing
1088 of the Philippin8ll, Hawaii, Samoa, and Alaska.
Since he reckons with the USA not being able
to pU1'8ue war in a western Pacific controlled by
the Japanese Navy, he believes that the war
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Y R oaoe _ will diBreprd the weighty matters
~ in the map&iDee to turn our at­
tention to the very lIID&1Jeet things to be

found there, namely, the letters people write to the
magazinell about their expenenCOll and complaints
and the BUggeIItions they have to after to the com­
munity. These letters are not numerous, and you
have to eearch for them carefully, but they are
there. Like aU 1IIJl811 things they have a strange
faculty of engraving themselves on the mind to
outl88t the memory of bigger events. While one
may BOOn fo~t what the ~es 88Y about
6hUr0.gen (.t~fJ., war of thoughts) or eimilar pop.
ular problems, one may be haunted for days by
the tiny world of the letter writers and their desire
to eat more bulUroge or to re-educate the grocery
man at the corner. Here are BOme excerpts from
this type of literature.

IN THE BUB

In a letter to the Be/r;ai Orai a lady tells the
following story: she bad boarded a packed bus and
W&ll etanding on the lltep with BOrne luggage in
her hands, whereupon a young man from inside the
bus oftered to hold the luggage for her. Later the
writer herself lIucceeded in getting inside and W88
standing in front of a row of three students. Then
the kind young man &liked the students to draw
clOllOr together. They did this, but the resulting
8pace W&ll still too small for the lady to Bit down.
So the young man approached the students 8fl1lin,
but the reeult of this lIOCond interference into the
living.apace of the students W8II more or 1_ dev­
&lltating. The young man W&ll addreelled with
kimi (thou), which is about the worst thing that can
happen between 8traDgerII, and bad to swallow
BOme other unpleuant remarks. The writer adds
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~ abe felt badly about this inoident the whole
day, which lIbowe the delicacy of the Japan_
mind with~ to the very rare disturbanoes of
the Icimochi ellt', feeling, atmcephere) occurring in
daily life.

NO WAll WITHOUT LAUOBTEB

In a letter to the Jikyo1cu Zauhi, BOmeone an.
nounCOll his determination to have a big laugh 88
IIOOn &II he finds time. He thinks that tho newa­
paper and radio IIhould provide more fun. They
lIUpply plenty of serious articles and speeches, but,
if they could contrive to draw laughter from us at
night, we would get up with redoubled strength
next moming. "A nation that stope laughing is
to be pitied." In concluding, the correspondent
repeat8 his grim intention of having a mighty ha-ll&
in the very near future, and we can only hope that
it h&ll been the real thing.

BCJU:KINO FOB SPUDS

In a letter to the eame magazine, BOmoone lets
out at the rucksack-wielding women who roam the
country8ide with a set purpose: "We are going to
get vegetables aplenty!' The villagee would gladly
produce more eatablell if there were more man­
power handy, BO the hiking go-gettel'8 IIhould be
induced to work in the fields. In this way towns­
people willing to work in the green belt could reap
the fruits of their own labol'8, and the towne would
become more esU·llUfficient &II regards vegetabl08.
Practical experienoes have MOwn that this plan
works, the correspondent aaserts.

"J1AT8 onl"

In a letter to the Bungei Bhunju, a correspondent
remarks that in a certain department store the
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pbotograpba of fallen Mroe. were not~~
all r-s-by in lIpite of the notice "Hate Oftl'
However thia may be, the further critioismexp~
by the ~deot _me very unjust, for he
_~ that only half of the people puRng the Y uu·
kuni Shrine aDd other pta- of worahip take their
hate ott. One baa only to take a baa puBiDg one
of U- IIpOte in Tokyo to _ that all~
bow or take off their hate.

''wi! WAIn' IlOO01"

In anoU- lett« to theB~ S1Iunju. eomeone
esrn- hia joy over the fact that a reeding fever
baa eeized the country and that eo many Dew
boob are being printed. But the inahl· (country.)
population should be enabled to participate in thie
wealth of infonnatioD. Often an inaka·man un·
folda his mornins paper, _ an interesting Dew
book advertiaed, aod ruam. to the bookstore to
place his ordor, but quite often he ia disappointed
and 18 told that the customera in the bl8 oities,

who are _ to the eoW'08, have laid their banda
on the new boob, eo that the wiedom.-eking
inakG.people have to be on the lookout for the
Dext ad. The correspondent confidently expect...
that .am8 _y will M>OD be found to ..tiafy the
ruatlo bookworma.

'1'B:8 DO'O~<3 OF -.<3 CAEa

The fonowing ia an extract from another letter
to the B~ SAunju: "When the Boy.' Feetivlll
(May 1I) .... in eight I bepa to wonder what
would become of OUl' rice oaIree t.hia year. But we
got them all right: the~ (Deighborhood
MIIOCiation) gave three to each boueebold. Ae our
family oonaiate of five people not every one of us
had hi. own rice cake, but the whole family prayed
before the altar adomed with irie (aDd the rice
cakee), eo teAi·on ..Airt ( - .. -c, a billion people,
one heart) w.. brought about by three rice oaltee,
and the Boye' Feetival became a tranaforming
power for the nation."-P.

ON THE SCREEN
FATHER AND SON-FATHER AND DAUGHTER

.. the father Ie remarkably good. TAn. W" .-4
FatW etanda a good chance of being ranked
among the *t ten Japaneee filIDI of the y8Bl'.

•••
"NINGEN·DQSHI" (Fellow lien). A Shochiku

Film. Directed by Noboru Nakamura. Principal
playere: Michiko Kuwano, Makoto Saburi, Tauuo
Saito, and Reikichi Kawamura.

Thia ia another .lory with a middle·olue lIOtting.
After the death of hie wife, the departmental head
of a company leade quite a happy Ringle life be.

caUllll of hia affection for hia daughter.
But then he falls in love with • woman
he knew .. a girl. She ia • widow. too,
leading • lonely life and nmning a amall
reetaurent. A young man employed in
hie department commits a lIlIriOUll mistake
in. buem- deal. BecaUllll he knoWII
hie daughter ia on friendly tennA with
thia young man, the father takee the
reeponalbility and 1"llIIigne. The young
man, thinking that hia chief baa ruinod

hie life becaUllll of hie contact with the widow, goee
to her to remonetrate with her. From her he leame
the true reason for hia chief'. reeignation and feels
deeply wamed. The film ende with the indication
that the young man and hia chief'. daughter are
going to be married.

The moat intereeting thing about thia film is the
dOllOription of the daughter, who repl'Mllnte an
aspect of the modem J.~ young woman.
For inetaDoe, ehe eympathizee with her f.ther in
hia lonely life aDd poeitively advIeM him to marry
the widow. In contrast to her, the young man ia
shown .. • 00&1'II8, brusque type. Among tho
acton, Tateuo Saito .. the father is the mOllt con·
vinoing. Beeide him, Reikichi Kawamura, • well·
1mowD auppon.\ng player. ia very good .. an inti.
mate frieDd of tile f.ther and gete many a laugh
for hia humoroue acting.

The film, which w.. directed by • new man,
rather laeb oompactne., whioh Ie • pity, eince
the etory ia quite original. Fellow Mm doee not
exceed the level of the ordinary J..- film.
-HoT.

"CHICHI.ABIKr' (There W.. A Father). A
Shochiku Film. D~ by Yaaujiro Ozu. Prin·
cipal players: Cbiahu Kaaa, Bhuji Sano, and
Miteuko Mito.

TWa 18 an artilltic film depicting the lonely life
of • middle·8Ohool teacher and his eon. Owing to
t·he accidental drowning of • pupil in hie cbarse
during • echool excureion, the~ relligna.
holding himeelf rospol11lible for the affair. With hill
80n he returne to his native town and etaye with
l\ friend at • temple. The poetio atmoephere in
the lIlIntiment between father and eoD are described,
and the _08 of the two taking •
reet in an old castle or fiehing In a
rnountnin stream are done very natu­
rally. The boy entere a middle echool in
a neighboring town .. • boarder, and
tho fau- viRte him one day to _y
Rood.by, .. he wante to go to Tokyo to
find a job. The _ where the two
have a farewell meal in a emall ree.
taurent is extremely moving. The love
between father aDd eon baa never been
depicted eo well in JapaneM filma.

Some ten yean later, the eon graduatee from
univereity and beoomee a teacher in • technical
8Ohool in Akita Prefecture, while the father Ie still
living alone ... clerk in a Tokyo factory. There
t·he f.ther meete an old friend, Hirata. Seeing
Hirata'. daughter (Miteuko Mlto), the wieh gro_
in hi. heart that his eon mould marry her. Finally,
one moming. while the BOIl happene to be etaying
with hie father. the latter diee of • BUdden w-.
With hia Iaat words, he aab Hirata'. daughter to
marry his eon. Japan'. national morality respecte
the will of • parent. aDd eo the two young people
get married.

Although tile __ of the f.U-'. death in •
hoepital are good, the film then elripe to • _ in
• train, ehowing the young oouple going back to
Akita, obvioualy hung on .. • VllfUe "happy
ending" and therefore rather disappomting. The
firet Iialf of the film 18 excellent, with • clean,
~ypioalll J •.- touch. The director baa dooe
a good job with • etory whloh. though undramatic,
baa drawiJJg power. The actizJg of Chiahu KMa
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