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News
Compiled by Antoinette Padgett

WHAT’S NEW ON RAPA NUI 

Te Kuhane o te Tupuna – The Spirit of the 
Ancestors film released

(sources: www.mahatu.cl and www.elcorreodelmoai.com)
The documentary film Te Kuhane o te Tupuna has been 
officially released, with a showing on September 24 at 
Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe 
(CEPAL) in Santiago. Directed by Leonardo Pakarati 
of Mahatua Productions, and produced by Paula 
Rossetti, the production of the film was enhanced by 
winning the 13th Concurso de Desarrollo de Proyectos 
para Cine in 2011 and by a grant from the Fondo 
Audiovisual del Consejo Nacional de la Cultura y las 
Artes in 2014.

The film chronicles a Rapanui grandmother and 
child in search of ancestral objects containing mana, 
or power that was geographically torn from where 
it belonged when the objects were removed from 
the island. It also touches on the political and social 
movement alive on Rapa Nui today. The grandmother 
Noe tells her granddaughter Mika the story of the 
moai Hoa Hakananai‘a, removed from the island 
over 100 years ago and never returned, and about 
other objects taken from the island that possessed the 
supernatural power of their ancestors, which now has 
been weakened. Noe believes that as a result, there are 

problems on the island today that include the Rapanui 
distrust of each other and the Chilean State. She believes 
one way to regain the lost mana is to bring back the 
spirit of Hoa Hakananai‘a to the island. She feels that 
the moai, housed in a museum in London, is lost in 
the museum environment, where the temperature and 
lighting are alien and that he is crying to return to the 
island. Noe wants to see this moai before she dies, but 
because illness prevents her from traveling, she asks 
Mika to go with her grandfather Bene, a prestigious 
sculptor on the island. They do not want to miss the 
opportunity to visit and pay homage to these objects 
from their culture, and are convinced that this trip 
will bring back the sacred and restore the peace and 
understanding that is lacking today. The two travel to 
the Quai Branly Museum in Paris and to the British 
Museum in London, where hundreds of objects from 
Rapa Nui are housed. There they see Hoa Hakananai‘a 
in the museum environment, removed from his special 
place at the ceremonial center of ‘Orongo.

The film includes scenes of curators talking about 
the importance of the objects from Rapa Nui in their 
collections; the president of the council of elders of Rapa 
Nui describing how objects on the island were removed 
without the consent of its people; and the director of 
the Museo on Rapa Nui handling replicas of pieces and 
lamenting the removal of the original objects from the 
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island. The most talented sculptors on the island use 
images from books as the models for their carvings, 
while dreaming of seeing those objects in person.

This documentary portrays a journey in search 
of lost mana, but also records the political and social 
movement  alive on Rapa Nui today, seeking to 
vindicate its own value, reclaiming land and objects 
that give meaning to one of the most complex and 
extraordinary places in the world.

The trailer can be viewed at: http://www.mahatua.
cl/trailer.html

Increased tension between Rapa Nui and 
Chile 

(source: intercontinentalcry.org)
The Indian Law Resource Center in Washington 
D.C. has filed a request for protection orders with an 
international human rights body on behalf of the Rapa 
Nui people as a result of increased tension between 
Rapanui and Chileans.

Leonardo Crippa, senior attorney in the Washington, 
D.C. office of the center stated that “four prominent 
Rapa Nui leaders were unjustly arrested and jailed for 
trying to exercise their right of self-determination and 
their right to protect their sacred sites. The repressive 
measures aimed at disabling the Rapa Nui Parliament 
must stop.” In September, Rapanui rights advocate 
Santi Hitorangi addressed the 30th session of the U.N. 
Human Rights Council in Geneva, seeking international 
support for Rapa Nui’s right of self-determination and 
de-colonization from Chile.

The Center has requested that the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) reissue 
precautionary measures to protect basic human rights, 
including the right to life and liberty to the Rapanui. 
Precautionary measures under similar circumstances 
were granted in 2010 by the Commission to protect 
Rapanui leaders from violent evictions by the Chilean 
government, sparking an investigation of human rights 
violations. After negotiations took place between the 
Rapa Nui Parliament and the Chilean government, 
those measures were allowed to lapse. In March 2015, 
the Rapa Nui Parliament assumed management of their 
own resources to protect and preserve their sacred sites. 
Several groups and individuals on Rapa Nui have been 
engaged in a collective effort to recover their ancestral 
lands, protect sacred sites, and exercise their right of 
self-determination.

The mission of the IACHR is to promote and 
protect human rights. As part of the Organization of 
American States, the Commission has the authority to 
hold countries such as Chile accountable for human 
rights abuses. A decision by IACHR on reissuing 
precautionary measures could come within a few 
months.

Local perspective on the political situation 
on Rapa Nui 

(source: Marcus Edensky, www.easterisland.travel/blog)
Rapa Nui resident Marcus Edensky has detailed the 
political situation on Rapa Nui in a series of entries on 
his blog, describing what he feels is a misconception 
about the 2015 roadblocks that limited access to the 
archaeological sites on the island. He feels that most 
people believe that the Rapanui people in general want 
independence from Chile, and that they supported the 
2015 roadblock conflict. The truth, however, is much 
more complex. 

Most Rapanui people and residents of the island 
don’t want total independence from Chile, but rather 
they want more autonomy, such as being able to have 
local rules and laws. One of the first and foremost issues 
is control of Chilean immigration to the island. Most 
residents, including Chileans themselves, agree that this 
is a necessary measure on this tiny island with such a 
fragile cultural and archaeological heritage. Because the 
island is governed by Chile, Chilean citizens currently 
can move to the island without any restrictions. 

The Rapa Nui Parliament group has a couple 
of hundred active members, whose ultimate goal 
is to achieve complete independence from Chile. 
The members of this movement took control over 
large areas on Rapa Nui on March 26, 2015 using 
roadblocks to prevent access, initially as a reaction 
to the Chilean government postponing the processing 
of immigration control proposals; it continued as a 
way of showing general discontent against Chilean 
sovereignty and historical injustices that have plagued 
Rapa Nui in the past.

Many in the Rapanui community did not agree 
with the way things were handled, and it became a 
conflict not only between the Rapa Nui Parliament and 
Chile, but also between the supporters of the Rapa Nui 
Parliament and the rest of the island community.

In mid-August, the conflict escalated when some 
Rapa Nui Parliament members attempted to charge 
tourists the USD$60 park entry fee that had been 
previously collected by CONAF (Corporación Nacional 
Forestal). On August 29, police removed members of 
the Rapa Nui Parliament from the archaeological sites 
along with their road blocks, and imprisoned those 
who tried to charge an entry fee. Until October 5, there 
were no entry fees being charged, but CONAF rangers 
are now back at their posts and the entry fee is being 
charged at the CONAF office in Mataveri.

The official word is that CONAF will stay 
temporarily, until local politicians and community 
members can come to an agreement about how to 
best manage the archaeological sites, and who should 
be ultimately responsible for them. Up until now, 
CONAF (the Chilean organization that manages 
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forests and national parks) has been responsible 
for site management, although there is no full-time 
archaeologist employed at their local office on Rapa 
Nui, an island where literally everything is about 
archaeology. Many feel that CONAF is not the most 
appropriate group to be in charge of the archaeological 
sites on the island.

On October 25, there will be a consultation where 
the Rapanui community can present proposals and 
discuss what direction to take in the future. Edensky feels 
that although some may not agree ideologically with 
the Rapa Nui Parliament, the current opportunity for 
discussion of the future management of Rapa Nui surely 
would not have happened without their intervention.

WHAT’S NEW IN OCEANIA

Festival of Pacific Arts in Guam 2016 

(https://festpac.visitguam.com)
The 12th Festival of Pacific Arts (FOPA) is to be held 
in Guam from May 22 – June 4, 2016. The festival, 
which has been held every four years since 1972, 
brings together artists and cultural practitioners from 
around the Pacific region for two weeks of festivities. 
Recognized as a major regional cultural event, it is 
the largest gathering in which Pacific peoples unite to 
enhance their respect and appreciation of one another.

Delegations from 27 Pacific Island nations and 
territories will come together to share and exchange 
their cultures. Over 2,500 performers, artists and 
cultural practitioners are expected from American 
Sāmoa, Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, Hawai‘i, 
Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia, 
New Zealand, Niue, Norfolk Island, Northern Mariana 
Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Pitcairn Island, 
Rapa Nui, Sāmoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, 
Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and Wallis and Futuna, in addition to 
festival participants and visitors from other nations.

Guam made the bid to host the 12th Festival of 
Pacific Arts and was awarded this distinction at the 10th 
Festival held in American Sāmoa in 2008. The 2016 
festival will be an opportunity for Guam to showcase its 
unique Chamorro culture that has survived colonization 
of the past and modernization of the present.

Pacific Arts Association XII International 
Symposium, Auckland 2016

(http://www.conference.co.nz/ispaa16)
The Pacific Arts Association XII International 
Symposium will take place in Auckland, New 
Zealand, from March 14-17, 2016. The theme is Ma 
te ahuatanga o mua, E arataki te huarahi, Hei haere 

whakamua ~ By the lessons of the past, we are guided 
into the future. The symposium will span four days and 
multiple venues for a lively cultural exchange. It will 
be hosted by the Auckland Museum Tamaki Paenga 
Hira in partnership with Ngati Whatua o Orakei, 
Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tamaki, Mangere-Otahuhu 
Local Board, and The University of Auckland.

The overarching theme, expressed by the 
whakatauki (Maori proverb) above, is to look to 
the past to inform the way we move into the future, 
acknowledging those who came before and the lessons 
learned. It further acknowledges the roots of Maori 
culture embedded in Oceania and pays tribute to a 
shared ancestry and history that has the shaped dynamic 
relationships of exploration, encounter and exchange.

Sub-themes for the symposium are:
Mana Moana, focusing on the connecting of island 
peoples. Topics include: Indigeneity in the 21st Century; 
Indigenous epistemologies; Indigenous knowledge; for 
whom, by whom? Indigenous gatherings – on whose 
terms? New generation, New aspirations. 
Looking back – moving forward, focusing on 
performance arts. Topics include: The state of 
Performing Arts – Theatre, Dance, Music and Literature; 
Heritage arts in the diaspora; Art Collectives; Art and 
Indigeneity.
Voice of the Maker – Enduring Practices, focusing on 
the voice, knowledge, and perspective of the makers 
themselves. Topics include: Mana taonga; Carving, 
Tattooing, Currency/Adornment, Textile arts, Clay and 
Feather-work – material arts in the new millennium; 
Oral and Literary arts, Maker and Researcher 
Collaborations.
Cultural space – Sites and Sights, focusing on the many 
types of spaces where Pacific arts are showcased. Topics 
include: Heritage practices and innovation; Alternative 
exhibiting spaces; Community galleries; Indigenous 
curatorial practice; Capturing and Recording; Social 
media, Digital, Photography, Street Art; Performing 
arts; Arts Collectives.

Marshall Islands youth alternative 
program to build self reliance

(sources: www.theguardian.com and 
www.canoesmarshallislands.com)
The Marshall Islands is a group of 24 atolls, located 
near the equator in the western Pacific Ocean. A 
program that focuses on addressing issues of cultural 
identity while developing practical vocational skills for 
Marshall Island youth has been successful at providing 
future opportunities for these students who have 
dropped out of school. Director of the youth program, 
Alson Kelen, noted that “A hundred years ago, 
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everyone had a position in life as fishermen, weavers 
and local medicine experts. Today, kids are lost – they 
don’t know where to fit in.”

In the urbanized areas of the Marshall Islands, 
where 75% of the population of 53,000 live, school 
dropout rates are high with unemployment estimated to 
be 60% for youth. The Waan Aelon in Majel Training 
Centre teaches young people who left school before the 
age of 13 to build outrigger canoes while immersing 
themselves in the culture of their ancestors. The 
canoe building program, along with other community 
projects, aims to harness local culture and traditions to 
teach younger generations to succeed in a country that 
has a high dependency on aid, much like other Pacific 
nations. Kelen notes that in government, the focus tends 
to be on the amount of aid, rather than implementing 
projects that produce results. While aid has increased, 
progress remains mixed. In 2013, only two Pacific 
Island territories (Cook Islands and Niue) had achieved 
some success in curtailing extreme poverty and hunger. 
On several islands, health and education indicators 
have declined, while domestic violence remains high. 
Overall progress is has not been positive. Factors that 
negatively affect Marshall Islanders include rising 
poverty, government corruption and an epidemic of 
lifestyle diseases; as with other Pacific nations, the 
Marshall Islands are also grappling with drastic effects 
of climate change including rising sea level.

Kelen, whose team of master canoe builders, 
teachers and counselors provide six months of life skills 
and vocational training, believes the key to providing 
young urban Marshall Islanders with a sustainable 
future to provide them with a strong cultural foundation. 
Previously, many young people would just play music, 
talk, or drink alcohol all day. After the skills training, 
however, youth are feeling more inspired about their 
futures. They are now thinking about jobs, higher 
education, and training, and are even asking for help 
with resumes.

Kelen believes island culture holds the key to 
sustainable development. “Some see the outrigger canoe 
as a thing of the past, but it’s a tool that has survived 
2,000 years and it will survive 2,000 more,” he says. 
“Sustainable livelihoods start from our traditions.”

WHAT’S NEW ELSEWHERE

Impressions from the Berlin Conference  
by Paul Horley

The 9th International Conference on Easter Island 
and the Pacific (EIPC) dedicated to Cultural and 
Environmental Dynamics was held at the Ethnological 
Museum of Dahlem on June 21-26, 2015. The 
event was organized by Deutsches Archäologisches 

Institut, Christian-Albrechts-Universität Kiel, HafenCity 
Universität Hamburg, and the Easter Island Foundation. 
The organizing committee, headed by Dr. Burkhard 
Vogt, did a remarkable effort ensuring a smooth flow 
of the entire event. 

The choice of the conference site and lodging 
was just perfect: the Ethnological Museum of Dahlem 
features one of the most renowned collections of Easter 
Island artifacts in Europe, many of which date from 
the historic expedition of Wilhelm Geiseler onboard 
the HMS Hyäne in 1882. The principal conference 
hotel, Seminaris, was comfortably located just across 
the street from the museum. The canopy of linden trees 
abundantly growing in the area provided much desired 
shade on sunny days and a natural rain protection 
during the passing showers. The evening before the 
conference was heralded by the ice-breaker party 
held at the Lepsius-Kolleg, located within walking 
distance from the Seminaris Hotel. The friendly 
atmosphere and golden rays of the setting sun created 
a perfect background for discussions over a beer or 
two; everybody enjoyed meeting friends and seeing 
colleagues known for years, as well as making new 
acquaintances. Thus, the base for intense and fruitful 
scientific communication was firmly established during 
the first evening.

The conference was opened by the Ambassador 
of the Republic of Chile in Germany, H.E. Mariano 
Fernández Amunátegui, followed by the welcome 
words by Dr. Richard Haas, the Deputy Director of 
the Ethnological Museum of Dahlem. The Easter 
Island Foundation’s David Rose and Marla Wold 
addressed the participants with welcome words 
mentioning the news of the Easter Island Foundation 
and its successful scholarship programs. The keynote 
lecture on prehistoric ecological dynamics of Rapa 
Nui was presented by Dr. Christopher M. Stevenson. 
The Ethnological Museum kindly provided EIPC 2015 
with two large conference halls and ample areas for 
coffee breaks, which catalyzed numerous important 
discussions in between the sessions. 

The scientific program of the conference was rich 
and diverse, with 15 sessions covering topics related to 
historical and present-day land use, Rapa Nui cultural 
identity, new issues of paleobotany, biology and the 
marine environment, lithic production and techniques, 
demography and anthropology, studies of moai and 
ahu, research of Rapa Nui art and artistic trends in small 
portable sculpture, new developments in rongorongo 
script studies, the role of museum collections and 
archives in Rapa Nui studies, cutting-edge technologies 
for documentation of Easter Island sites and objects, 
challenges and future of knowledge, education and 
cultural heritage, improvement of communication 
strategies, problems and peculiarities of archaeological 
site management,  as well as the impact of tourism on 
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the fragile cultural heritage of the island. The intense 
scientific program of the conference was successfully 
fulfilled, with a total number of presented papers 
reaching 90. The participants also had the pleasure to see 
two recent documentaries “Buscando a Isla de Pascua: 
la película perdida” [Searching for Easter Island: the 
lost movie] and “Te Kuhane o te Tupuna, el espiritu 
de los ancestors” [The spirit of the ancestors], both of 
which attracted significant interest and loud applause. 

The participants of the conference attended the 
evening reception at the museum, which was opened 
with welcome words by Dr. Richard Haas (the Deputy 
Director of the Ethnological Museum of Dahlem), and 
Dr. Dorothea Deterts (the Curator of the Pacific and 
Australian Collection). After the reception, we had a 
rare privilege to experience a night at the museum – a 
breathtaking visit to the Oceania exhibition hall opened 
after regular museum hours only for the participants 
of EIPC. The permanent exhibition of Easter Island 
artifacts is magnificent: one of a few surviving painted 
‘ao paddles, two rapa with beautiful finishes, several 
well-preserved moai kavakava, moai pa‘apa‘a, two 
lizard carvings (moko), a reimiro, wooden pendants 
(tahonga), clubs carved as stylized eels, ‘ua and paoa, 
and one of the largest surviving rongorongo artifacts 
(alas, collected in a considerably eroded state). There 
are also several portable stone heads, gourd containers, 
nets, fishing implements, turtle shells used for belts, 
etc. Naturally, such a remarkable constellation of 
ethnological gems triggered much admiration and 
numerous discussions.

The savoring of cultural collections was not 
restricted to the Ethnological Museum of Dahlem; 
the organizing committee prepared a pleasant boat 
ride for participants, culminating with a visit to the 
Museum Island of Berlin, with a guided tour at the 
Neues Museum, which houses a splendid collection of 
Egyptian art including the famous bust of the Queen 

Nefertiti and other remarkable works from the Amarna 
Period. The highlight of the European Bronze Age 
collection at the Neues Museum includes one of the 
rare golden hats that had a possible calendar function.

The conference banquet was held in a lovely garden, 
with everyone enjoying the rich taste of German cuisine. 
The definite hit of the cultural program was a concert by 
a musical band of Rapanui people living in Germany, 
bringing the warm touch of joyful energy to the calm 
summer evening, virtually transferring the entire party 
to the hospitable shores of our beloved island. Strong 
applause at the closing ceremony highlighted the success 
of EIPC and expressed the gratitude of the participants 
to the organizing committee for the successful event 
and to the Ethnological Museum of Dahlem for their 
kind hospitality. With the closing words said, the 9th 
Easter Island and Pacific Conference became history. 
The future publication of the Conference Proceedings 
will definitely underline the strength of the main 
scientific results presented at EIPC 2015. But even 
when these lines are written, it is already possible to 
say with all certainty that it was a wonderful event full 
of communication and joy of seeing each other; these 
pleasant memories will stay for a long time with all the 
participants of the Berlin Conference.

The warm-hearted atmosphere was a hallmark of the ice-breaker party and the conference banquet.
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Project to study effects of climate change 
on Rapa Nui

(source: Pensacola News Journal; www.pnj.com)
Wade Jeffrey, a microbial biologist at the Center for 
Environmental Diagnostics and Bioremediation at 
the University of West Florida, is part of a team of 
international scientists including Claudia Hernández 
from the Universidad Andres Bello in Chile, who are 
conducting research on how world climate change 
might impact the fragile ecosystem of Rapa Nui. 
The island is a biological hot spot in the nutrient-
starved South Pacific Gyre, thought to be one of the 
largest and least-productive ecosystems in the South 
Pacific. Jeffery and Hernández are trying to determine 
what controls the bacteria growth and the increased 
productivity around these hot spots. The team of 
researchers will conduct a one month expedition in 
October, collecting water samples that will examine 
growth, biomass and diversity. Because of Rapa Nui’s 
isolation, it is conducive to studying cause and effect 
relationships within a simple system. Jeffrey is also 
studying microbes in the desert salt springs in Chile, a 
country that he describes as a goldmine for microbial 
research due to the extreme ecological diversity. The 
hope is that information gleaned from the research on 
Rapa Nui will illuminate how climate change could 
impact the island and may have implications that 
extend beyond the island as well.

Teacher’s strike and student protest in Chile 

(sources: www.bloomberg.com and fsrn.org)
In March, Chilean President Michelle Bachelet pushed 
through the largest tax increases in almost half a 
century to increase teachers’ wages and eliminate 
education fees. The vision of bringing Chile closer to 
developed-nation status through improved education 
collided with the interests of the Chilean teachers’ 
union and with student’s demands for free high quality 
public education. Chile had previously been operating 
under an educational system that favored wealthier 
students at the expense of poor students.

Approximately 300,000 students at State schools 
(including some of EIF’s scholarship recipients) could 
not attend classes for seven weeks as teachers waged 
their longest strike in almost five decades to protest 
educational reform, including plans to make their 
evaluations more stringent. “The prolonged strike 
is worrying and it is damaging the children,” said 
Manuel Sepulveda, a director at the research group 
Educación 2020. 

One of President Bachelet’s campaign promises 
was the guarantee of high quality free education for 
all, with the idea that education is the key to boosting 
productivity and to Chile becoming a developed nation. 

Giving both students and teachers what they desire 
has been more challenging than expected, however. 
Teachers were protesting against a bill in Congress 
that would link their wage increases to a more regular 
evaluation of teaching standards, while students 
protested over insufficient educational reforms. 
Jaime Gajardo, the head of the teachers’ association 
that has led the strike, noted that evaluations could 
be discriminatory and that could result in educators 
neglecting their teaching duties to prepare for 
evaluations. Gajardo also noted that while the union is 
in agreement with the proposed reforms, that they want 
to make sure the stated goals are consistent with the 
fine print of the laws. Other complaints from teachers 
and students include the lack of public participation 
writing of the bills.

Two more bills need to be approved before the 
government’s education package is completed. One 
will transfer state schools to the control of the education 
ministry from local municipalities, while the other will 
gradually introduce free university education.

Bachelet’s administration has already approved a 
bill to eliminate fees in schools that receive funding 
from the State.

Because these reforms are costly and the minister 
of finance says the Chilean economy will not grow 
as fast as originally anticipated, Bachelet says the 
government won’t have “all the resources originally 
forecast to carry out our program and meet social 
demands”; she noted that some of her commitments 
will have to be prioritized.

Marine park in Chile planned to preserve 
the waters around Rapa Nui

(source: www.theguardian.com)
The intent to create what would become one of the 
world’s largest marine parks was announced at the 
Our Ocean Conference in Valparaíso, attended by 
U.S. Secretary of State, John Kerry. Chile has plans to 
create the marine park in an effort to halt illegal fishing 
and to protect fish stocks around Rapa Nui. According 
to Joshua Reichert, lead on environmental initiatives 
at the Pew Charitable Trusts, this is an important step 
toward establishing the world’s first generation of great 
marine parks. If approved by the Rapanui people, after 
consultation by the Chilean government, fishing will 
be banned from a 631,368 sq km (243,630 sq miles) 
area, although local fishermen will still be allowed to 
fish in their local waters. The marine park will border 
another park planned by the British government that 
encompasses an 834,000 sq km (322,000 sq miles) area 
around the Pitcairn Islands to the west.

Fishermen on Easter Island have complained 
in the past about industrial fishing trawlers illegally 
taking tuna from their waters, and satellite analysis has 
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indicated more than two dozen possible illegal fishing 
vessels in the area over the period of a year.

Richard Branson blogged that “This wonderful 
action will protect treasures off the shores of this remote 
island, as well as the brilliant biodiversity that feeds the 
local Rapa Nui people, and helps them continue their 
centuries-old cultural traditions.”

The intent to create a marine park around what 
Chilean President Michelle Bachelet called the “iconic 
island” of Easter Island, will proceed only if it is supported 
by the local community following consultation.

President Bachelet also announced the creation 
of a marine park around two other islands located off 
the coast of Chile, San Ambrosio and San Félix. Alex 
Muñoz, Vice President for Oceana, a marine NGO in 
Chile, said: “With the creation of this large marine 
park, Chile also becomes a world leader in marine 
conservation.” The two Chilean marine parks would 
cover an area greater than 1,000,000 sq km. 

Rapanui perspective on the proposed 
marine park

(source: Sara Roe Pakarati; www.huffingtonpost.com)
Sara Roe Pakarati describes the current situation of the 
waters around Rapa Nui: “Imagine if your livelihood 
depended on the fish you caught from the ocean. 
Imagine if these fish also fed your family. Now pretend 
that every time you go out in your boat, you catch far 
fewer fish than you did 10 years ago. When you are in 
the water, you are struck by how much less fish there 
are than when you were growing up.”

Roe Pakarati describes the legacy of Polynesian 
seafaring and the deep connection of these skills, passed 
down for generations, and how intertwined they are 
with the daily lives of the Rapanui people. The waters 
surrounding Rapa Nui contain at least 142 species, 
many of them endemic. The nutrient-rich waters are 
critical breeding grounds for many species; the great 
biodiversity has allowed local marine fauna to thrive.

The fish living in the sea around the Rapa Nui, 
however, are under constant threat from poachers and 
from other human activities responsible for pollution 
and garbage. The Rapanui people realized that in order 
to save their livelihood, and ensure that there would 
still be fish available for future generations, they 
needed to make a plan to protect their waters.

A Rapa Nui Ocean Round Table (called Te Mau o 
Te Vaikava o Rapa Nui) was created, made up of local 
organizations that each have a stake in the health of the 
ocean. For over a year, they have worked to develop 
an ocean protection plan to present to the Chilean 
government with the common goal of ensuring a 
vibrant ocean for Rapa Nui in the future.

Working with scientists from the Bertarelli 
Foundation and The Pew Charitable Trusts since 

2012, they reviewed research that demonstrates the 
importance of fully-protected marine areas, giving fish 
the ability to reproduce and thrive, which ultimately 
results in larger and healthier numbers of fish. Over 
time, this will help rebuild critical populations of 
marine life in the waters around Rapa Nui, a twofold 
benefit to the island’s fishing community and to the 
improved health of the marine environment.

Their plan uses the Polynesian tradition of rahui, 
a temporary ban on fishing for key species or to 
prevent overfishing in certain areas, and includes a 
large protected marine park complemented by an area 
where local traditional fishing and other conservation 
measures would be managed along with the Polynesian 
practice of tapu.

The marine park plan is similar to what Hawaiians 
advocated ten years ago with the creation of the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument. 
Polynesian cultures recognize the importance of the 
ocean and know that its resources need to be managed 
well in order to be sustained.

Roe Pakarati ends by stating that: “We are at a 
critical moment for our planet. We hope Easter Island’s 
plan becomes one that other island communities and 
leaders will consider. We would be glad to share our 
experiences and the lessons we’ve learned with them. 
Our oceans are depending on us to take action.”

Artificial Easter Island-inspired reef in 
Florida accidentally destroyed

(sources: www.browardpalmbeach.com and www.sun-
sentinal.com)
A project conceived and funded by Boca Raton 
philanthropist Margaret Blume, who spent $500,000 
from her family trust to make it a reality, was originally 
inspired by a photo of an underwater sculpture in 
Mexico. Together with her family, Blume came up 
with the idea of an Easter Island-themed artificial reef 
for divers to be installed off the coast of Florida.

Eight concrete moai replicas, each about 22 feet 
tall and attached to a barge 150 feet long by 45 feet 
wide, were created by Pompano Beach sculptor Dennis 
MacDonald using reclaimed materials. The replicas 
weighed 600,000 pounds and were to be sunk in 75 feet 
of water off of Deerfield Beach. What should have been 
a very slow controlled sinking quickly spiraled out of 
control when the barge tipped over and sank, crushing 
all of the moai sculptures. Some people theorized 
that the sinking could have been due to top heaviness 
and improper ballasting, while another commentator 
posited that it was because of the misappropriation of 
sacred images. Not to be dissuaded, the group, called 
Recreate Rapa Nui Reef, is gearing up to try it again. 
This time, the moai will be systematically lowered to 
the bottom in an upright position using a crane. 


