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SANDIEGO (AP)—In whathad
tobe afirstinpro golf, Tiger Woods
and a Buick executive stood on a
dais in a hotel ballroom and re-
moved a silver cloth that had been
covering a leather golf bag, much
like civicleaders unveiling amonu-
ment.

The corporate types in suits ap-
plauded. *'T hope you can fit all
your clubs in there,” the executive
said.

“Don’tworry.” Woodsshotback.
“Stevie will be carrying it.”

While caddie Steve Williams will
be handling the black, white and
red bag with Buick's logo splashed
all over it. Woods will be getting
richer, pocketing the reported $20
million to $25 million he’ll get in
the sponsorship deal that was an-
nounced Wednesday.

Woods’ commitments under the
deal will begin at neighboring
Torrey Pines in February, where
he’ll defend his Buick Invitational
title.

Next to the hat, a player’s bag is
the most visible and attractive to
corporate sponsors. Woods has
carried a Titleist bag since turning
pro. but bidding was under way
when Titleist signed a new deal
with the 23-year-old star in which
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Golfer Tiger Woods sports a b/g smlle atanews conference Wednes-
day in San Diego, where he announced his latest endorsement
contract with the Buick in which he’ll reportedly earn between $20
million and $25 million to carry the company’s logo on his bag and play
in a certain number of tournaments sponsored by the company. AP
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Tenorio’s.

LaMotte said the Deloitte &
Touche’s audit report “didn’t
make any distinction.”

OPA’s report said the primary
cause of the increase in deficit for
FY 1998 was the $13.9 million
excess of actual spending over
budgeted amounts.

The following agencies/pro-
grams, the report said, were the
“main offenders” inexcess spend-
ing:

« Department of Public Safety,
$4.2 million:

» Govemment utilities program,
$3.8 million;

» Department of Finance, $3.4
million;

» Office of the Governor, $2.9

million;

+ Land acquisition/exchange. 52
million:

» Division of Public Lands.
$500,000: and.

+ Supreme Court, $348,000.

OPA, in its report. urged the
government to prevent any addi-
tional increase in the deficit by
controlling expenditures within
the budget.

“Government agencies
should not be allowed to ex-
ceed their budget ceilings in
violation of appropriation
laws,” OPA said.

In addition, the report said, the
Legislature should nolonger pass
measures that reprogram what
were supposed to be unused capi-
tal improvement project (CIP)
funds appropriated in previous
years.

“We recommend caution in
passing such laws because exist-
ence of a deficit means that no
funds or cash was actually re-
served in the CNMI treasury for
the unperformed CIPs. The re-
programming will only result in
spending current revenue collec-
tions and further increasing the
deficit.”

The report added, “the govern-
ment should also take steps 0
retire the deficitby allocating rev-
enues for deficit reduction annu-
ally.”

LaMotte, in an interview, said
although the administration has
not disputed OPA’s recommen-
dations last year on the deficit,
there has been “no action.”

The govemor’s special adviser
on finance and budget, Mike S.
Sablan, yesterday declined to

comment, saying he hasn’t read
the two-volume report.

In earlier interviews, ac¢minis-
tration officials have said that
former Gov. Froilan C. Tenorio is
to blame for the deficit.

Asked for a comment yester-
day, the former governor said,
“When will they admit responsi-
bility for the problem?”

The administration, he added,
“should do something about it.”

Tenorio said he also inherited a
deficit when he assumed office in
Jan. 1994.

“We did something about it,”
he said. “Now I’m not denying
that we left a deficit, but we were
doing something about it.

“You run for office to take care
of the problem, not to find who'’s
to blame for it. This administra-
tion should stop blaming me and
start reviving the local economy.
If they don’t know how, then they
should get out of the Administra-
tion Building.”

He added, "What about the FY
1999 deficit figures—I'm no
longer the governor for that pe-
riod of time so who will they
blame for it? The governor of
Guam?”

Mike Sablan declined to com-
ment,

GOP. ..
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declined to be identified, con-
firmed that the congressional aides
did meet with the two lawmakers.

The aides work for a ranking
U.S. House Republican, sources
said.

Speaker Diego T. Benavente
(R-Saipan), in a separate inter-
view, said the Hofschneider group
will “continue the fight” for the
House leadership.

“We still have the majority of
the Republicans who are sup-
porting Hofschneider. [canonly
hope and wish that members who
were voted in and supported by
the party respect the decision of
the majority and respect the
party’s position,” the speaker
said.

Benavente said the coalition
Fitial is trying to form will only
“create some problems through-
out the two years.” He did not
elaborate.

House Minority Leader Dino

M. Jones (D-Saipan) on Wednes-
day admitted that Fitial asked the
Democrats to support his bid.

The pro-Hofschneider group
is composed of Benavente, Vice
Speaker Jesus T. Attao, Rep.
David M. Apatang and Reps.-
elect William S. Torres, Stanley
T. Torres, Thomas B.
Pangelinan and Martin Ada. All
are from Saipan.

Rep. Oscar M. Babauta, who
also represents Benavente's pre-
cinet, did not sign the letter en-
dorsing Hofschneider.

Buick sponsorlng Woods

it gave up the rights to use him in
advertlsements

Woods even got the keys to a
new supercharged car, and another
Buick executive promised that
somewhere down the road, so to
speak, Woods will get to suggest
some design touches to what will
be called the “Tiger Special Edi-
tion.”

“It’s not a bad concept — every
time I come to Torrey Pines I geta
new car,” cracked Woods, 23,
who's coming off the best season
in more than 40 years.

“Obviously this is a great deal,
and more importantly, a great refa-
tionship that we 're going to build
on from here. I'm very excited
about this. I can’t wait. I’ve always

been a very creative person.”
Whatever input Woods comes
up with, “My neighbors probably
won't like it. It'll be pretty loud.”
By having Woods as a pitchman,
Buick clearly hopes to draw
younger customers. Woods even
alluded to ‘it, mentioning how
Buicks have been “‘something more
for parents” than young people.
“I’'mhoping tobroaden thatscope
... and that is make Buick more of
a youthful brand. That is our goal
and it’s a market we can capital-
ize on, that we haven’t’ touched
yet.”
Just then, his parents walked in

and took seats in the front row.

“It’s about time you got here,”
Woods jokingly chided them.

Fil-Taga.

Continued from page 56

Camacho took the top three posi-
tions as Champion, first-runner
up, and second runner-up, respec-
tively.

For the nearest to the pin cat-
egory, John Lizama (hole no. 6),

Joe “Kamikaze” Camacho (hole:

no. 8), Joe Miranda (hole no. 12),

and Sandy Palon (hole no. 15)

finished with top merits.
Kamikaze (hole no. 9) and Dou-
glas Puckett (hole no. 13) were

recognized in the longest drive
category at Sunday’s awarding
ceremony.

The group also took time to
specially mention the “boobie”
prize awardee of the year, Greg
Torres:

Miké Lamoureux was able to
snatch the “Change your sport”
(CYS) award, cheerfully given
by the members.

Lastly, low gross scorers Lito
Mendoza for the member divi-
sion and Kamikaze for the guest
division were also paid the same
respects.

Wake. ..
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expressed their approval of the
favorable conditions for wake
boarding in Saipan’s warm and
calm lagoon.

But according to Holloway,

‘wake boarding isn’t just for visi- -

tors in the CNML
“We want people who live here
to be involved in this sport.”
Justin Frey, of MWBA'’s Pub-
lic Relations Committee said, “We
don’t want it (wake boarding) to
be viewed as something that is

just for tourist.

“Everyone should try this sport,
it’s a total rush!”

Future plans for the MWBA
include holding clinics to intro-
duce the public to wake boarding
and also to address safety issue of
the sport.

There are also plans to host
local competitions as well as an
invitational event where riders

from Australia,Japan, Hawaiiand -

the Mainland will be invited to
compete.

For more information on the
MWBA or to becoming a mem-
ber please contact Simon
Holloway at 322-5079.

Senate.
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Corporation’s Board of Directors.

Cing has earlier said there was “no problem” with the governor’s

appointees.

He said itis taking time to confirm them because of delays on their part
to completie submission of required documents.

Cing said the Senate’s EAGI committee will act on Aldan’s nomina-
tion in a session scheduled for today.

Sablan.

Continued from page 1

acquisition of seven Filipino con-
tract worker contracts for CUC:

The Variety repeatedly tried to
contact Sablan for comment yes-
terday afternoon but he could not
be reached.

Whileelected congressman from
1994 to 1996, Sablan served as
vice chairperson for the House of
Representatives committee on pub-
licutilities, transportation and com-
munications. He has been a mem-
ber of the CUC Board of Directors
since Jan. 1996 to the present.

Court records showed that then
Gov.FroilanC. Tenorioappointed
Sablanin 1996 as a member of the
CUC Board to a full four-year
term. The Senate confirmed his
nomination.

Sablan was elected chairperson
of the CUC Board in July 1996
and re-elected chairpersonin Sept.
1997, court papers said.

The former congressman was
convicted for slapping a farmer at
the Labor and Immigration Of-
fice a few years ago.

Castaneda on the other hand.
had entered apleaagreement with
the U.S. Attorney s Office in con-
nection with sexual exploitation
charges filed against her.
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Jazz demolish Celtics

BOSTON (AP) —Karl Malone
scored 27 points as the Utah
Jazz beat Boston 96-86 on
Wednesday night for their sev-
enth consecutive victory and their
14th straight over the Celtics.

Boston has not beaten Utah
since Dec. 20, 1991 — before
Larry Bird retired. The Celtics
lost their third in a row overall
despite season-highs of 36 points
and 12 rebounds from Antoine
Walker.

Greg Ostertag had 11 rebounds
and Howard Eisley scored 15
points off the bench for the Jazz.
Adrian Griffin scored 12 points
with eight rebounds for Boston,
which had won three consecutive
home games before Wednesday's
loss.

Pacers 102, Bulls 91

In Indianapolis, Austin
Croshere scored a career-high 21
points as Indianarolied over Chi-
cago.

Croshere came off the bench
to hit 6-of-10 from the field and
8-0f-10 free throws for Indiana,
which has won eight of its last
nine games.

Rick Smits added 19 points,
Reggie Miller 18 and Jalen Rose
13 points for the Pacers.

Dedric Willoughby led Chi-
cago (2-17) with a career-best
21 points. The Bulls have lost
all 12 road games this season.

Nets 111, Cavaliers 101

In East Rutherford, New Jer-
sey, Keith Van Horn scored 27
points as New Jersey._defeated
Cleveland, ending a six-game
losing streak against the Cava-
liers.

Stephon Marbury added 23,
Kerry Kittles had 17 and Kendall
Gill 16 as the suddenly hot Nets
won for the fourth time in five
games after opening the season
losing 15 of 17.

Shawn Kemp had a season-
high 36 points for Cleveland.

Bucks 116, Magic 99

InOrlando, Florida, Ray Allen
scored 29 points and Glenn
Robinson had 25 as Milwaukee
built anearly lead and was never
threatened in a victory over Or-
lando.

The Bucks scored 14 straight
points after falling behind 2-0 and
held a double-digitiead the rest of
the game.

Reserve Chucky Atkins led
Orlando with 15 points, all in the
opening half, as the Magic only
got 36 points from their starters.

Hornets 103,
Timberwolves 98

In Charlotte, North Carolina,
Eddie Jones scored seven of his
19 points in the final minute to lift
Central Division-leading Char-
lotte to victory over slumping
Minnesota.

Jones broke a 96-96 tie with a
long 3-pointer with 48.1 sec-
onds left, then added four
straight free throws to cap the
Hornets’ season-best sixth con-
secutive win.

Derrick Coleman led five
Charlotte players in double fig-
ures with 20.

Malik Sealy came off the

bench to score a game-high 27
for Minnesota, which lost its
seventh straight.

76ers 93, Raptors 91

InPhiladelphia, Allen Iverson
scored 37 points, including eight
in the final four minutes, and
undersized Philadelphia came
back from a 17-point deficit to
defeat Toronto.

The Raptors had a chance to tie
it or win it, but Vince Carter
missed a 21-foot jumper from the
comer at the buzzer.

The Sixers improved to 6-2
when Iverson scores 30 or more
points.

He alsohad sevenrebounds and
seven assists while shooting 13-
for-34 — two shy of his career-
high for attempts.

Carter scored 19, Tracy
McGrady 18, Kevin Willis 17
and Dee Brown 12 for Toronto,
which got a career-high 18 re-
bounds from Antonio Davis yet
still had its two-game road win-
ning streak halted.

Boston Celtics forward Eric Williams (right) loses control of the ball as
Utah Jazz forward Karl Malone (left) looks on during the first half in
Boston, Wednesday. At rear right is Celtics center Pervis Ellison. ap
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Spurs 83, Rockets 77

In San Antonio, Tim Duncan
scored 20 points to lead San An-
tonio to an 83-77 victory over
Houston.

David Robinson added 14
points for San Antonio, which
has won three of its last four
games.

Steve Francis had 24 points for
Houston, which dropped its fifth
straight game since losing Charles
Barkley to a ruptured quadriceps
tendon in his left leg on Dec. 8.

Kings 109, Grizzlies 106

In Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, Chris Webber scored 21
points, including the go-ahead
basket with 23.8 seconds left, as
Sacramento edged Vancouver.

Predrag Stojakovic added 17
and Darrick Martin had 15 as the
Kings snapped a two-game los-
ing streak.

Mike Bibby scored a season-
high 26 points for the Grizzlies,
who have lost 15 of their last 16
games.
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SSA softball action

BRIEN NICOLAS and Jojo Attao
each hit two homeruns, and Joe
Guerrero and John Reyes had one
as the Ngeaur Comets scored an
18-12 victory over the Pepsi Spec.

A costly error by Spec with the
score tied at 10-all, in the top of the
sixth was all the Comets were hop-
ing for as they erupted foreight big
runs to pull away for good, 18-10.

They then held the Spec to just

two runs for the victory.

The loss dropped Spec to 5-4,
while the Comets remained half a
game behind league-leading
Camacho Roots with eight wins in
nine outings.

Brothers Greg and Tony C.
Camacho each ‘had 2 homeruns
and brothers Pat and Greg F.
Camacho got one each as the
Camacho Roots remained atop the

league standings with a9-1 record,
defeating C.K. Defenders led 10-
5 after five complete innings, but
the Roots went on to score the last
fourteen nins of the game for the
win, dropping the defenders to 4-
6

Frank Ermitanio’s single brought

in the winning run in the bottom of
the seventh and final inning for
Team Six-Pack to edge out Local

Brothers beat Len’s, 96-76

THE APC Brothers defeated
Lens Bar & Grill, 96-76 to
remain undefeated in the on-
going BANMI Basketball
League.

Ed Diaz had 24 points, 2
assists, 1 block shot, 8 re-
bounds, 4 steals, 3-3 pointers.
Ponce Rasa had 15 points. Jay
Morishita had 1 assist, 1 block
shot, and 14 rebounds.

Mark Rozic had 29 points, 2
assists, 1 block shot, 10 re-
bounds, 3 steals. George

Poquiz had 12 points, 3 assists,
2 rebounds and 3 steals in los-
ing cause.

In another game, Diamond Car
Care stopped Saipan Stars, 88-
86, courtesy of the last-minute
heroics of Rodney Catalla.

Catalla sank a 3 pointer with
less than a minute remaining to tie
the ballgame. Catallawith 18 sec-
onds remaining was once again
fouled by Ray Duenas. Catalla
made both his free throws to give
the Car takers a two point lead

and the victory.

Felix Dela Cruz had 19 points,
followed by Bernard Montano
with 17 points. Ben Guerrero
helped out by dishing out 3 as-
sists, 8 rebounds, and 2 steals.

Aaron Burch had 28 points, 1
assist, 13 rebounds, and 2 steals,
while Mike Doodge also had 18
points, 2 assists, 9 rebounds, and
2 steals for the losers.

No games scheduled due to
the AON Christmas Tourna-
ment.

BANMI to skip off-island tourney

THE BASKETBALL Associa-
tion of the Northern Marina Is-
lands (BANMI) Board of Direc-
tors and its members met last
December9todiscussall interna-
tional (off island) tournaments for
the up-coming year.

With a majority vote, the board
had decided that the League will
not participate in any upcoming
off-island tournaments for Year
2000.

One of the main factors in the

decision is the poor performance
of the teams sent to these off-
island tournaments, BANMI said
in a press release.

In the past, National Team
coaches select their own players
and the board members did not
have a committee to select and
reject those players.

However, since BANMI have
set up their respective commit-
tees, they will be able to screen
qualified coaches and players to

Fil-Taga Golfers Association President Richard Heide
runner up Ronnie Santos, and champion Oscar Cama

represent the CNMI and get bet- -

ter results.

BANMIexpects thatthe elected
National Team Coach will pro-
vide the board his/her plan in get-
ting the team in top condition.

One of the board members who
refused to be identified said, “We
need to get our acts together here
or improve the quality of the game
played here in the CNMI before
we go off island as this costsus a
lot of money.

B

Force in the third game, 12-11.
Downbytwo, 11-9, heading into
the bottom of the seventh, Six-
Pack then rallied for three runs to
win their sixth game in nine out-
ings handing Local Force their
sixth loss in nine outings.
JessPua’sthree-runhomerwith
one out finally ended the game in
the bottom of the ninth as Team
Sedi Kau outlasted Team Familia

Comets nip Pepsi Spec

in the final game of the night, 15-
13.

Team Familia hung on tough
with great defense to prevent Sedi
Kau from scoring the winning run
in the bottom of the seventh and
eightinning, before Pua’shomerun
ended it in the ninth for Sedi Kau’s
eight wins with one defeat, and
handing Tearn Familia their fourth
loss in eight games.

IN THEIR desire to promote
the new sport in the NMI, wake
boarding enthusiasts last week
formed the Marianas Wake
Boarding Association.

Wake boarding can be de-
scribed as the equivalent of
snow boarding behind a speed-
boat. .

tion to promote the sport, Simon
Holloway, founding member of
the MWBA, explains.

“Wake boarding, being a

Wake boarding group formed

Why the need for an associa- -

fledging sport in the Marianas,
holds great potential.

“In order for the sport to de-
velop and mature properly, itis
only -fitting to form a group
whose sole purpose is to over-
see that development and help
guide wake boarding (in the
Marianas) in a positive direc-
tion.” .

A number of pro riders from
the States and Japan have re-
cently visited the Marianas and

Continued on page 54

Fil-Taga holds annual golf

THE FIL-Taga Golfers Asso-
ciationrecently recognized win-
ners and participants to its 4th
annual golf tournament at an
awarding ceremony and Christ-
mas party held for its members
and guests at the Dai-Ichi Hotel
in Garapan.

- Fil-Taga President Richard
Heidemann and predecessor
Mike Cruz at the group’s special
program, distributed prizes to
the winners and members of the

association during Sunday’s
event. -

Oscar Camacho took the lead
in the member division, earning
a gross score of 82. '

Ronnie Santos, fell in next to
Camachowith an 88 gross score.

Rico Gloton finished second--
runner up, still in the member
division.

For the guestdivision, Melvin
Tudela, Tom Aldan, and Gus

Continued on page 54
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right) 2nd runner up Gus Camacho, 1st runner up Tom Aldan and champion Melvin Tudela.
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