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A Flash Of Light. A Cloud Of Dust AndWhat Was The

Question?

Anybody with two brain cells to crack together is aware of the inherent risk

in offertng LASIK urger When an operation is performed on a patient.

presuinanlv ss ith ?Ui?i corrected acuitr prior to the procedure no patient

expects anything less than perfection on the nay home, But danger is ever

hirkitte es en is hen the promise comes true. In Arizona. a United Airlhies

pilot had uncorrected ?iJ/2tt aetntv. but still is on ii iurs verdict br dattiages

ot S4 mu lion His complaint? His night isuon is as disturbed because ut

pupil i,e, and even thouch this risk factor is described in the intormed

consent, the ut’s found in his favor. His lawyers convi iced the ins that

pupi si/c should has e been nieasured in total darkness si inui.tt ing an

airplane cockpit. and not in an examining room. is this a legal aberration?

Probabir. but juries arc noted tor anomalotts hehas iou’. presumably dcpen -

dettt on the skill 01 the plaintiff’s counscl and srmpathr or the patient. The

underlviutg. c’s er-present threat with LAS1K is that it us oversold, Too otten,

the ads prontoic speed. lack ot pain, immediate icsults and heedom Iron

optical appliances foreser. and that souitds like selling sunshine. But there

are rains’ days, aren’t there?

To Win This Lawsuit We Need A Good Case, A Good Lawyer

And Good Luck.
The lirst hurdle in the struggle in the anti-trust class action law suit brought

ott behalf of approxi matelv m 30.1 )tM) phxsicims includng the Han nit

\-iedical Association) agaittst various third parties H \1S-\ i has been

cleared. U.S. i)istrict Judge Federico Moretto granted status to the lawsuit

recogtniittg the s ,iliditv ot coinplattits about buttdhitte. dow ticodluig and

arbitrary claitn denials, The legal battle has a long 55 as to go. hut this

decision allows discovery to go forward for the l’irst time. Naturally.

attorneys for health plans are primed to appeal and are “confident the II

(‘ourl of .-\ppeais ivill s acme the order....’’

What JCAHO Needs Is A Quality Test For Their Inspection.

At the U nlversttv of Mcli can Schu ol ol Publ is’ Health a studr appeared in

a recent issue of the journal Quo/iivMo,iogenient in [leo/i/i Co,’e stating that.

accreditation of hospitals by the Joint Commission of Acct’editittion of

Healthcare Organ izatii ins I .IC.-\I-lO i is as a poor predict ir ol sttualitv and

safety for patietits. Even hospttals is tth itigher—thati—averace rates of deaths

and complicat ions rece t scsI favorable set res. Anyone ins adved in a JCA HO

sit know s that tnuch d’the tnspectiott is a data docuuncntattoti and nunubers

game. JCA1 TO has been criticized olteti itt the Pt’evtously , the

inspector (3eiteral of the Department of Health and Humati Set’vices (HHS

stated ‘‘sit rver s are un I ikefa in detect sLibstatidard patterns of cate or

individual practitiotiers ssitlts1uestionahlc skills.” Paul Schs se, settior VP

at JCAH() which accreditsoverb5ff ofthe country’s hospital beds, rejected

the studs, and slus’’tts ned lion the research was gathet-cd. si hat is crc the

mteasures tor death and comphicatiout rate, ,ittd severity ol cases.

Technology Enables Man To Gain Control Over Everything

Except Technology.

()ro.ure iJr/otoiogies. ln’, has des eloped a test for FhI which is claimed

he 00 accurate. atid cats he done nm thin 20 minutes aber taking a drop

hI d t itt itt i. ‘lbs h. it he \ u r ls us bull ru t u

ork crs who are accidentally pertorated. itt douhtt ul cases they con muon

deterunine in A) minutes uf prophylactic drues arc indicated, Previous tests

may make as l’tig as 1i Jars to conupiete. ss.htctt i’. ot’icn a period ol ansict\

,snCl dusu cssn lutle the pcrss in awaits the reps sit, Mans ti uses, hr that t true.

I c psrsl ii ts tad max ha lssn one I ih iv ir uyt) psi ply iou to rat urn

Onsi out thy result, \ior’ssvcr. ot?be n(tt.i.m itt)) people psttisc tsr H1V tn

by 1 ‘ \ i i y t us its 0 ( D( hi hO siam us in) 1’

that. she. are inte.cred. Bet’ore the. t5 st can come into) wide. ruse., i.t mtist he

used souder Site (.‘ linucel L,shs’rjtous lmproseu’tetrt ,-\unendunent 0)

.0i)’ Ch.IA . Bureaucroes strikes ,ms,’atn

Okay, Doc. It Is Time To Develop A Web-Side Manner.

The c lectronsc age us lucre stud snans di scmow ire coitug on I Inc. A5 cordinc

to the American Medu cal Association about 30’ oh practic iutg physicians

bus e their onus ss cbs stmes. Most pros ide the phiotse no tither and address with

pictures if mu5 ,:t’ice and nay he mIsc does r if lts’site us iii is’s” ugly’.

designed to attract pttiemu ts is tuo search tsr doctors omulune. How ever.

phy sicians tisuust he carefitl thoum ss hat services ate sit fered. It cmi he tubs

close stud toss personal. especa hIs ss ithu cnsail. \‘ies”aces cams hceasmhs

intercepted throuch unscestred servers, and dociorscamu he t’muiesh torcompm’o

mising the cots h’isheusti au tv of patients mssedieal records. ‘Then moo. u mulonnatiotu

tuttust he up to shame. especiahls absout cnrt’cutt research is hichu cusis shssnht out

previousls held usuedicatiomus or treamunemut mm tssdah utues. The recemut studs

regarding luormsuone .rephacetmienu therap. for exaunple. promuspted thousands

of usuessages tm’, mn is otneut seek imue ash icc. So. ss’hemt yost ci’ on line, he

c trefui I of the Its ok ,ins I siuskcr,

As Flip Wilson Said, “The Devil Made Me Do It!”

Its indiauus. u52 searold mmtan who host his lit’esai umtgsomt the glitzs niserhont.

Aztar. claims the casino should have knosvn of his ganibling addictious. and

pm’cs’emtuesh him mitt heiuss,’ so stupid. i-ic wants SI ‘S.OOOhtck amid pun se

shatmoiges as sell. Federal ettLurts has e ulloss’eth snuclu suits to go fssrwarsh mis ice

in Ness’ Jersey. hut both times jrunies wisely’ rejected the claims, Whether

it’ drunk sIns inc. perju rv. is ifs’ heating, sir s’vett ,mhandoni mg clii hdm’en. the

gnu i Its person calls for legal he p auusi tIme attot’nev works to pros isle an

excu.ise. ‘[he phrase is,”tutistakes were macbe.’’ it was first uttered by

Pt’esident 1 .5. Gramit. bitt extends unore m’ecently to the Nixon udustinist m’a

tiorm. mlme Reagan irums—Cotitri l’iasco. the Bill (‘lititon episodes amid ci en the

Catholic bishops scandals. No one ‘calls shmsh any thimug \ ng “Mistakes

were made,”

It’s Sauce For The Gander, But Curtains For the Goose.

Digitalis lists beets the most popular and isidely’ used medication for

cisneestise heart faihnure firos er 2(10s cars, and was the pros mice ofshrtmatis

mmd is itch shoetstrs long hehsi’e that, \ow this ctatsdarsh is being shah lenged.

Researchers at Yale School of Medicine fonutish that womets react differently’

to digitalis ansi the related cotnptunnds. latto’situ and dtgoxiru. in a careful

stiuds , the ‘ ale team l’s mud sligox ru had itt ads erse efl ect in itten hut

vi otisets hrud a l’iigher death rate than ss’otnen on the placebo. Alter ash jrtsting

for s uriahles, the resett’chers founsI that a ss s’mait’s ‘chaOs e risk of sheath

itsereasesh hs 23ff over time when taking digo.\imt

Does Bilingual Mean Speaking With Forked Tongue?

lit recent sears, a significuttt gt’tmttp tifedttcatissnal revisiotmists have fttttght

to n’uartdaue that bilingual t i ngIi sh/Spauui sit) be st part of public edtueatmon,

hnteres)insrlv. the supporters of “dual inirnersuon” are affluerut, weli—edu—

s-mesh . \tighos is ho is ant to see their cit ilsbm’en ss smite mit ofpuhh ic school ti itent

in Spatiish - Now \lassachiusetts, the last bastion ui’ that irrational idea, bias

an ittitiative out ths’ ballot to dismantle bilingual education, The priusiars’

utuswers in shemmuatud imig Lug 1 i sh are the Fii spsns is’ t msitnt grants. Es cry sutrve\

taken i mu .‘\ mtueric5i of Hi spatsics bias font sd an ms erss Imelnuitsg mini ri is its

support of a resluirement that all public school classes he cotiductesh in

Lisehish. .\ctitthis , in i—lass


