


INDIAN IMMIGRATION.
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Appliestions
:’nk-lﬂlw-‘kﬂn." ey TuE AcTiNG AGENT-GENERAL oF IMMicmaTION TO THR HONOURADLE THE
Absence from Work, See “Table™ .. .. : ! 5 s CoLoNIAL SECRETARY.
Rirths g, ; Bered R h B
Causes of Desth e s 5 * . . '
Orime and Offenoss.  Bee " Tablea™ .. .. N ey & B 10 | e Immigeation Department,
Deaths. B Tubles™ ... o T | 1:}- 1-14 Suva, 28nd May, 1808,
Decoased Immiigrants' Retates R Rk - i Bl e Sir
Destituts Tndipns’ Fund . i | s ) . A
Tmmigraat Populetion, See *Tabia™ o 1 | (= I have the honour to submit for His Excellency's information the fol-
Indentured Population. See * Tuable™ T ey | :‘4 lowing Report upon Indian Immigration and the Indian Immigrants in this Colony
{:'m'.:- Sl - : e : 5 | during the year 1891.
Maeriages of Tmmigrants ; . ; APPLIGAPIORE.
Mortality during Voysge . " : . i vl
Mortality smonget Tndentured Tmmigrasts .. .. “f 1 2. The following applications for Indian immigrants were made for 1801 :—
y amongt Children of Tmmigrants. Sae “Table" ... .. . J ] : 7 i ’
:::h'::_".wn“‘fmfl:::m“:::._ S Ti]e.. ; I (1) Colonial SBugar Refining Co., Rewa and Ba, Vitilevu ... 750
Plantations snd Labour . v : | 16 14 (2) City of Melbourne Bank (Limited), Koronivia, Rewa, Vitileva 100
::;Wﬂ""" "'::'I"‘x':" ': “'J”fr i : 4 Ht g bl (8) Messrs, Fraser & Co., Penang, Vitilevy 100
I\nxu- concerning Immigrnts whio v el the Colony. See "Remarks in Table” .| 22 | 20 (4) Taviuni Sugar Co., Holmhurst, Taviuni 100
Fopulation- Tmmigrant 2 ; 4 ™
Puasenigers who paid their own Passage-monoy b Uy | &
Remittances fo Tudia : - I Total ... e 1,060
Raturs-pasmages,  See * Remarks in Table ™ iy | :-:-‘ Some late applications were received, and received attention after those sent
i —Tenml nis” - - 1 30 . .
::‘:_"} " ik d in by due date had obtained full allotments.

T
Work ;bTub‘.u-- pages 18-19 1 - 5 16-19

Iumiepants DespaTcHeDd ¥roM INDIA.
| 3. To satisfy this demand there were despatched from Caleutta, in the ship
“ Danube,” 384 adult males, 151 adult females, 27 male and 20 female (=47) chil-
dren (under 10 years), and 10 infants=601 souls ; and in the ship * Jumna," 281
adult males, 116 adult females, 19 male and 21 fomale (=40) children (under 10
years of age), and 19 infants=456 souls. The total number introduced by both ships
being 1,040 souls.
Of these there were 34 immigrants who had previously worked at the follow-
ing places, viz.:—British Guiana, 17; Trinidad, 1; Jamaiea, 5; Surinam, 2;
Natal, 4; Nevis, 2; Fiji 3.

4.
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4, The following table shows the number of Indian Emigrants embarked at
Caloutts and landed at Nukulau Depot, Fiji ; the duration of the Voyage; the
Births and Deaths which oconrred during the same; and those sent to Hospital on
arrival, during the season 1801,
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One so-called adult was, on medical examination at Depot, classed as a boy.
The number per “ Danube " included two adult male free passengers.

Mortanity Durixe VOYAGE.

5, This is given in the following tabular statement, which takes in all the
vessels (from ** Leonidas,” 1879) that have come to Fiji.

It will be seen that the * Danube” and * Jumna " do not, as to mortality and
length of voyage, compare favourably with the vessels immediately preceding them,
though they show a lower death-rate than most of the earlier vessels that came to
the Colony, if the ** Berar,” Bayard," # Syria,” and * Main" be excepted. The
mean rate for the year (2:07) is a moderate one.

| B Length of | Number of ;
Nume of Vowel ; Vorsge | Bouls | | 2 |Rate of Mortality
| L | in Diays, |Embarked.
|

per centum.

Leonidss ...| —Mclachlan...| 1879 -
Berar ... .| F. Bimm .| 1882 | F. C. Bhaw
Poonah ...| G.B.Degrouchy, J. Welsh .
Poanah | ax m,-mufh_r; 1853 | J. 8. Hughes
Bayard oo D, MeDomald - W. Holman

Syria .. .| C.Belson .| 1884 | F. C. Shaw

Howrah .| B, G. Panton ...| ., G. Btewart | 510 | 18 | 846

Periles .| Jas. Largie . E. Noots .. o | #8725 | 518 |

| [ | |
Newnham (s.a){ Jan.J. Johnston| ,, | P.Hughes | ¢ 502 | @ 596 |
! . L

Name

- % wmna."
Jumna™ ... 2 (men),—both returned by “Jumnn.*

.| Bdw. Hunt . W. Ireland
.| John Ferry .. J. M. Laing |
| Geo. H. Rock..,| J. M, Laing

| W 3. Hoppa ... 7. Basrd,
Hereford  ...| B. Weckman .| 18 J. M. Laing
Moy .. .| A Hilder . 3. Hasard ..
Rhone .| W.J. Hoppw .. ‘ R. Fonesen |

Danube ...| Bdw. Hunt _./ | 3. 8. Huges |

Allanshaw

J. Porry “ C. H. Gibson,

Jumna

E. Robin S R. Fonceca
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ALrorMENT,
6. The “ Danube ” and * Jumna” immigrants were allotted as follows -—

* Jumua.

Adulia 1 Non-aduita

B

Colonial Sagar Refining Co., Nawsori
Vucimaes
Naitasiri
Baulevu
| Viria
| Rarwwai
I Yalslevn
Varoko
Navatu
Tuviuni Sugar Co Holmburst

Fraser & Co. (Limited) Penang |
City of Melbourne Bank | Koronivis |

|
-
|
|
|

e mlm‘u}n‘im ;m
- - i g5 !

Tatal Adults Allotied snd Yndentured my Rojected or Uaallotiod.

v  Non-adulte Allstied with pareats - ua including & ehildren —3 o
— “ Dunube ™ ... & * Dannbe ™ (one . .

; 1,009 f P and one h“iih

s Adsits Bejected. b =10 """“-’ N and 3 ejested whh
“Danube™ ... & {women) retursed,—) “Danube,” 2 " Jumna " ) trwe being el

| skied ui Depot .

No. 4, 80t Jawvauy, 1808 —2.




”.3 The following list gives an account of the immigrants rejeeted, ex
aube” and “ Jumna,” 1801 :— . L 8

0,630 | *Orphan, in Fiji.
2418 Returnad, No. 2, * Jumnn.™
9506 - Wk w

No. 243, * Danube.”
o408 | ¥o. 1, “ Jumna™
9076 | * Orphan, in Fii.

' 3 months| 9,935 | Died 30/7/01 in Depot, three days after
| arrival.

| Myeem_ | BE0G Returned, No. 80, * Jumna.”
S, .| ams 4 No. 40,

a8t . o 9088 | *® Orphan, in Fiji

* Arrived aa orphass, parents haring died during voyage.

8. The proportion per centum of females to males among the immigrants
was as follows :—

Adults, Childron and Infsots. |

AlLLA

8hip.

fwm, Adults

Male, | Fomale. | Fomale. |

| Rate per cen-

s | 147 | ss2s |
0T | U4 | 4118
Employers have every reason to be satisfied with the decrease in the pro-
portion of female to male immigrants, and also with a like decrease in the number
of children among the immigrants who arrived in 1801. (See the following
figures.)
1800,

“ Rhone.” “ Allanshaw,” | “ Danube.”
306 an am
Women ... .. | 149 146 147

Children ; B 142 70 ] 61

01' tllc toml adults per “ l)nnuhc" 72 Ou per cent. were men, 2795 per oent
were women ; and by the ““ Jumna,” 70'84 per cent. were men, 20-16 per cent. were
women.

Of

June), and her gers were di

Coolie Imm]guhon Depot upon the island of Nukulsu. discharged ea
she was placed at my disposal, for the embarkation of coolies (refurns) for Cul

on the 24th June. These were all embarked by the 27th June; nﬂﬂn‘uﬂlﬁ
towed to sea by the s.s. “Taupo" on the 20th June,

10. The ship “ Jumna" also recsived ]:nhque on arrival (27th 1!1"), and
her passengers were taken to Nukulau Depot on the next day. Having discharged
her cargo she was duly placed st my disposal for the embarkation of refurn
coolies to Caleutta, These having been embarked, the ship received her clearanos
on Friday 81st July, and the same morning wiis towed to sea by the a5 *Taupo"

IxpextuREp ImmicraNts 15 tHE CoLoxy oX lst Januvamy, 1801, A3

11. The following statement shows the number of indentured immigrnts
and their children on each estate in the Colony on 1st January, 1801 ; the number
of unindentured Indians at work upon cerfain estates on that date; the number
and distribution of the immigrants introduced by the * Danube " on 16th June, and
the “Jumna " on 27th July ; the births and deaths in 1891 reported to this offics ;
and the percentages on*the soveral estates, '




Colonial Sugsr n.n..in. Co. (Limiled), Bewn ...| Vueimmes .
: Nausori .
i | Faruso and Nakadi....
wor] \dnh

A
Baulevu and Viti

| Rarawai.........

o ‘IJI|B|II ete.

P mawiSBE

Da.
City of Melbourne Bank...
e,

i L+ VAR
D ba nte igar €5
Fraser & Co.
M & Agenoy Co. (Limited)
“Turiuni Sugar Co.
Lowa & Marcantile ig;mrr Co.
A. Eastgata
Town Board ..
A. Fireneh
.l Hall

iji Tobaceo Co R
Ccdoniat Hugar Reflning Co. (Limited), y.-.
D,

Tuviuni fugar Co. ...,
Fruser & Co. (Limited) .
City of Melbourne Bank..

| b2 Shard
«o| 1,900 | 76O | 164
1 I

\ Dapot, ¥ of thess died s Con
e ey g o M "“{v" 1 & statement show
i} Berving sxtenabm of indenture 1o b [Ty Tt

Seer

=S

vabewcumt Daget, Nukulas,

|[M 15 (130 248 | 2 854 323 (167

w14 of this class of children us buing on eatats
prisoners st thme of death; 1 I Tured to

1 man and | woman disd &4

| o e R |

| Ra-saguged during the yeer (Mea).

I mmeeE——e HER

Suva Hospital
Nukulsa Depot

Suva Gaol (awniting trnl)
Town of Suvs
Vatuwaga Coolie Town

» River (rarious settlements)
Navus e
Musraweni (Rews)

Totals ......... 53 (616
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An Abstract of this statement presents these facts in brief.
Abstract.

4 T ot Indentared |
i B |
- 3 0n Betaton, 18t Jamunry,

| | 3
| e
- AT I B R T ey K
On ek Ladop. 101 |8000 | 4100088} o, | g, | g MR TTMOT | Ve | |
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1151 | 200 [1,381 | 5808 | | =
1 | !

BirThs,
12. Births during 1891 compare with the six previous years as follows,

viz, :—
Males. Fewales. Tatal.

1801 113 109 222
1800 67 68 125
1889 60 68 118
1888 78 68 146
1887 ST 75 86 161
1886 62 96
1885 37 41 78

Only 8 children, as far as the Department is aware, were born amongst un-
indentured immigrants not on estates; two of these were twins, one of whom died
two days after birth.

The 222 births registered by the Department during 15891 include the 3
above mentioned, and 65 which occurred on estates amongst unindentured immi-
grants, leaving 154 for those under indenture, as follows :—

Adulta. Births, Rato per cont,
Amongst 2,010 under indenture on 1st January .. 187 ... 470
- 017 35 (* Danube " and “ Jumna")... 17 ... 1';‘:'1':

154
The birth-rate for the year among the indentured adult coolie population

(viz., 3,081) is found to be 3-86 per cent. Still-born infants have not been taken
into account.

MARRIAGES,
18. Four marriages were celebrated between Indian immigrants, all in the
office of the Registrar-General.
At

20

At the last sitting of the Legislative Council an Ordinance to provide for the
lebration and registration nlmrﬂlgumnng!ﬂhnﬂﬂdhﬂﬂi'.'ﬂ

will, I feel sure, prove a considerable boon to that portion of our community.

Dearus,
14. No reliable statistics can be given excopt in respect of indentured and
unindentured immigrants on estales. 3 1
From the large time-expired Indian immigrant population of the Colony sof
on estates, 37 deaths were reported. Among unindentured immigrants on estates
there were 47 deaths registered.

Doducting these from the 220 deaths reported, thero remain 145 for the
indentured population, made up as follows :—

81 among immigrants under indenture, 1st January, and their children,
on estates.
2 indentured immigrants undergoing imprisonment.
28 children of indentured immigrants, born during 1801,
9 immigrants ex * ** Danube " and “ Jumna."”
5 children of above, born during 1801,

145

If the whole of the mortality be divided into the two heads of adult mortality
and non-adult mortality, it will be shown as follows :—

Adults Nan-Adolis
1) G CRREN 132 97 = 220

Of the 97 non-adults, 68 were children born in Fiji—48 during 1801, and 25
in previous years. Of the 43 born during 1801, 83 were of indentured and 10 of
unindentured parents.

The island of Nukulau (the Government Indian Immigration Depot) being
unoccupied, the Manager, Colonial Sugar Refining Co. (Limited), obtained per-
mission to send convalescent coolies thither from his various estate hospitals, and &
numper of convalescents were accordingly sent for the benefit of change of air, and
under proper supervision. While there the following immigrants died :—

From Neusori. From Bauleva. From Naitasie.
M- M Todal.
b : Uiy - 2 = B

The deaths of the above people have been shown against the estates to which
they were under indenture, as the sickness of which they died was confracted on the
estato—the change to Nukulau not having had the desired effect. The other eoolies
appeared to benefit greatly by the change.

The
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The following table shows the number and
indentured immigrants in different classes :—

. Onder Tndenture: | *Daoubo” and *Jumsa s | yoeal under Indenture.
18t Junuary, 1801 far (my) Bix Mouths.
ot e | =
No. | Died | Percent.| No. | Died fof percent.
| | | | | for Year.

percentage of deaths among

Per cent. I

Adalta ... 11

Children...

Total
Born during 1801

To afford comparison with former years, a death-rate has been struck upon
the total indentured Indian population and their children (8,383) in the Colony on
the 1st of January, 1891.

The death-rate accordingly is found to compare as follows, viz. :

Death-rate, 1891 T 328
1890 216
1880 “hvass 276
1888 AT 2:39
1887 BT 2:08
1586 cneis 561
1886 419
1884 o B

The death-rate upon the * Danube " and “Jumna” immigrants introduced
in 1801 is shown to be 8:80 per cent. for (say) six months.

The following comparative figures are of interest :—

Death-mie. Europeans Fijinna. Tndentured Indians.
1887 Sisany 147 5 350 208
1888 ] 160 305 2:39
1850 St 2'86 406 276
1890 §orsas 169 388 283
1891 Kaeain 08 3 497 - 3

The mortality among indentured adults in the Colony on the 1st January,
1801, was as follows :—

Males ... g
Femunles .. w1 |

3 died out of 2,158
7
6o

showing a death-rate of 2:23 per cent.

81 ()
The table shown in paragraph 11 inclndes the deaths of 43 infants bom
during the year. The percentage of deaths of these infants was a8 follows :—

Bom, Thed. = Per puml.
“ Danube " and * Jumna "
coolies : 6 ... 2041 for (say) six months,
Other coolies ... .. 205 ... 88 .. 1808 per annum,

223 % 48
The total mortality among non-adults was

Males. Fomalos, Total.
Died’ ... 480 oo BB

The death-rate on the infant population on 1st January (61 deaths out of a
total of 341 infants), is found to be 17'88 per confum.

The negligence and indifference of the parents and also the debility and
want of proper nourishment of the mother must account for the mortality among
children, especially infants.

The supply of milk is still insufficient on the majority of estates, and, ns far
as can be scen, no better arrangements for grazing cattle have heen attempted.

16. The following table shows the causes of death among Indisn immi-
grants and their children, and includes all deaths recorded in the office during the

year.

Number who Died,

Causos of Death

|
Men. | Women,

| Males.

-
5t bt e

Anchylostomonis

-

{including 3 premature)

births). |

| Bronchitis v T il

Child-birth |

Coma o
Cgnvulsions
Thurrhoea..
Diysentery

;
e 5 S i ;
|

|

|
i
|
Anmmia, Pernicious ... v 1] | ‘
1

Fitn

Hemoptysis

Heart Discase

Hepatitis

Influenes of

Intestinal Obstroction ... |

Loprosy ... . o
| Liver—Acute yollow atrophy of |

Liver—(izrhosis of, with Aseitis|

Lymphadenoma -

-
TRV TR TS

:\‘u.-}, 80rn Jasvanr, 1808 —3.
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Number who Died.

Infants, I

Men. wuumi Boys

Males. Females. \
{

28 | Malnutrition

24 | Meningitin

45 | Peritonitis

20 | Phthisis ...

27 | Pleurisy...

28 | Poeamonin

20 Huit;ullen i

30 | Syphilis, Congenita

a1 'I;tgu Mesentericn

82 | Tubereulosis ...
Unupecified (natural causes) ...|

84 | Violence (including mecidents,|

murder, and drowning).

e el Lt

1
i |

Total..

® Ome ws murdered.

Out of the 220 deaths, 56 are attributed to dysentery, 31 to diarrhwa, and
14 to aniemia. In most of these cases want of proper nourishment is still probably
the primary cause of sickness, "It is hoped that the provisions of the new law (see

Ordinance IT of 1891, sections 86 to 89) will have a beneficial effect in this direction.

Deaths from the following causes, vis, :—suicides (4), murdered (1), partu-
rition (4), and leprosy (1), should not in my opinipn count adversely against plantations
where they may have occurred. The same remark probably applies to the majority
of the deaths (13) under the heading of ** Violence.”

The 14 deaths,—asthenia (11), malnutrition (3),—which ocenr among infants,

all probably point to the debility of the mother and her want of gare. In some
cases there is no doubt that infants are purposely made away with.

PrLANTATION AND LABOUR.

16. During 1891 the very important duties of inspection were efficiently
carried out, and proved, on the whole, fatisfactory.

Inspections 1891.

January ... Nabuna, by Mr. Contes,

March Ba estates and Penang, by Mr. Coates.

May Rewa, by Mr. Coates.

April Navua, by Mr. Coates.

August Ba estates and Penang, by Mr. Coates.

November ... Lau, by Mr, Coates.

December ... Navua, by Mr. Coates.

Beptember ... Taviuni, Rabi, and Labasa, by Mr. Emberson, Acting
Agent-General,

17.

a3

17. The following tables show the aversge daily wages carned, and the
average number of days worked and lost, ete,, by Indian immigrants, under original
indenture, during the year, upon the following plantations :—

. Baulevu ... ... Rewa, Vitileva,
. Naitasiri ...
. Nakadi
4. Nakoroqaqa
Navuso
. Vucimaea...
. Viria .
. Nausori
Koronivia... i X
. Tamanua ... Navua
11. Rarawni .., (mill and fleld combined).
12. Vuni Samaloa
13. Varoko
14, Navatu
15. Yalalevu ...

Four other tables showing a comparative abstract of returns of work and wages
of Indian male and female immigrants, respectively, on Rews, Ba, Ra, and Navua
estates during 1891 are also furnished,

I have for 1801 reverted to custom in force until 1884, and submit o
condensed return of work and absence, and wages earned, on various estates during
the year. The average daily earnings of males and females is therein clearly
shown : these however, are for periods varying from three, six, nine, and twelve
months. The earnings per working-day (non-workers excluded), and the carmnings
for all days on which work was actually done haye been carefully distinguished.

The cultivation on all these estates was sugar-cans. The wages of sirdars,
hospital servants, watehmen, horse-boys, and domestic servants, and the earnings of
immigrants not under indenture are not included, excepting in the returns for
Nausori where such employment is of less rogular character.

Saturdays are accounted as half-days, and Bundays are omitted. Overtime
earnings for work in mill have been included in the g 1 return of wages
earned.

The general average earnings for 1801 show a slight decrease na compared
with the last year's returns, although & higher average of wage has been obtained
for each day actually worked on.

The returns for estates in the Ba and Rewa districts show a large increase in
the number of days lost through sickness. This is attributable to an epidemic of
dysentery which visited these districts in the early part of the year; and in case of the
estates in the Rewa district to epidemic influenza which in the months of Novem-
ber and December was rife throughout the Colony, and in this distriet on many
estates caused a complete cessation from work.

COMPARATIVE
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LEGISLATION.

18, Im 1891 three Ordinances relating to or affecting Indian immigration or
immigrants were passed by the Legislative Council, viz. :—Ordinance No. IT, “To
amend and consolidate the Law relating to Indian Immigration ;' ' Ordinance No, X
“To provide for the establishment of n Government Savings Bank ;" and Ordinance
No. XV, “To provide for the Medical Care of ITmmigrants and Native Labourers.”

Ordinance No. IT of 1891.—The laws concerning Indian immigration and
Indian immigrants were, before the passing of Ordinance No. IT of 1801, comprised
in seventeen different Ordinances, enacted at various times between 1578 and 1589,
All these Ordinances have now been repealed, and the present Ordinance is a con=
solidation thereof. The various subjects treated herein have been thoroughly recast
and regrouped, and it is hoped that this will make the law more concise and mmp‘,
and more convenient as a code for the purposes of all eoncerned.

Part I.—Interpretation.—Improvements have been made in the 1nterpﬂj"
tation of the words * Immigrant,” * Indenture,” * Plantation,” * Task,” ** Tak-1
work,” and * Time-work ;” and the meaning of * Half-task " and * Three-quasters

task " have been clearly defined.
Part II.—Fiscal Provisions.—8ections 4 to 48.

(@) The principal changes are in section 7, which clearly states the various
charges in connection with the introduction of immigrants, so that the
intending employer can see at once what he will be called upon to pay.
Section 9, which takes the place of section 11 of Ordinance No. XTII
of 1802, provides for an estimate being made yearly of the amount
required to be levied in respect of each adult immigrant in order to cover
charges payable under section 7.

(4) Application and fees—8ection 14 provides that any interest which may
acerne upon Application Fees between date of payment and date when
such fees are required for use, ete., shall be paid to the applicant instead
of, as heretofore, into Introduction Fund. Bection 19 gives a general
power to refuse to accede to any application.

Allotment, Reallotment, and Fees.—In section 21 the time within which
the Allotment Fee should be paid has been reduced from 96 to 48 hours.
This was to permit of the quicker despatch of the ship and of the
business connected with the introduction of coolies, and is no hardship
upon the employer. 8ection 24 provides for certain fees being placed to
the eredit of the Destitute Indians’ Fund instead of being earried to General
Revenue. Section 28 provides that notice shall be given to the applicant
both in cases of refusal to allot or to accede to any application.

Adjustment of Accounts: Section 30.—Fines and forfeitures under section
23, and expenses of maintenance in Depot under sections 8 and 23, have
now to be brought into adjustment of accounts. This was not before

clearly set forth. Section 31 provides that expenses incurred during any

year when no immigrants may be introduced shall be charged against sub-
sequent employers who may receive immigrants during the three years
ensuing thereafter during which immigrants may be introduced.

{¢) Return-passages.—8Section 38 sets forth that if an immigrant shall forfeit
his right to free return-passage a sum equal to the estimated cost of such

. return-passage

return-passage shall, uh&nudmm‘nmwt.

the Return- Fund and paid into Genersl Rovenud. Seotion 89
further provides that if an immigrant shall leave the Colony. : v
he shall forfeit his right to free return-pasage. Sestion 44 is
same a8 section 14 of Ordinance No. XT of 1889, :
has been plensed to direct that the sum of 18s. mentioned ¢}
reduced to 12s., n reduction of one-fifth. nmm.hn@tqhhﬂn“
amount to the credit of the Return-p Fund, which is
by a large sum each year, will be founfl eventunlly to be at least on
more than the fund will ever be required to disburse.  Beotion 40
that no children born in the Colony nor any ehild under 12 years of *
shall be entitled to a passage to India nnless sailing with o parent, ;

Part I1T.—Powers of Immlgmhun Officers.—Section 47 has been divided

o paragraphs, which contain an enlarg t of the powers formerly given to

for the protection of immigrants,

- Part 1V.—Immigration Depot.—Section 48 provides for the

'8 Buperintendent of Depots, to maintain order over and have general chargo d

f Jersons t! herein located.

Part V.—Meodical Inspection: Sections 49 to B3.—Section B0 states that
the age of every immigrant (not an adult) shall be determined by the exsmining
medical officer. Bection 51 provides that coolies are to be classed by the Govern-
ment Medical Officer examining them ns to their fitness to perform full-fask, threo-
quarter-task, or half-task, and they are now sent to the plantation thus distinguished.
Formerly they remained an indefinite time without this protection, and were doubt-
less subject to much hardship in consequence, Bection 58 givea the Chief Medicsl
Officer of the Colony all the powers conferred upon Distriet Medical Officers,

Part VL.—Indentures and Reindentures.—Sections 04 ta 78,

() Indentures of Adults.—The wording of section 66 has heen slighitly altered.
The employer is now therein ealled upon ‘to sign the indentures hefore they
are signed by the Agent-General. The alternative of imprisonment has
been raised from fifteen days to one month., The status of children is
more clearly defined with regard to their rights and obligations. In
section 58 it is provided that children over five years of age (on arrival)
shall be indentured to work upon the plantation : such service to commenoe
as soon as they arrive at the age of ten years, and fo lerminate on
expiration of five years from date of their arrival in the Colony.

(4) Cancellation of Indentures.—Scotion 59 provides that the indenture of an
immigrant may be cancelled on certain grounds, and that he may then be
indentured to serve on another plantation belonging to the same or
another employer. A most necessary provision which, euriously enough.
was omitted in previous enactments. The section further provides that
the employer shall pay a fee of 8s. for each such transsction ; the said fee
to be paid to the eredit of the Destitute Indians’ Fund.

(¢) Extension of Indentures by Magistrates—Sections 63 fo 08 rendered

ry by the al from work or desertion of an immigrant, is now
made proportionate to the time lost to the employer, with the proviso,
however, that such extension shall not apply unless the Agent-Genersl
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sees fit where the immigrant is under fifteen years of age. This exception
being made in view of the provision as to children being indentured.
Reindentures : Sections 67 to 78.—8ection 68 has been altered to allow an
old immigrant to enter into a contract in the district in which he may be
residing instead of as before only in the district in which he is to be
employed ; and the word “ reindenture " has been substituted for the
word * contract,” Section 69 differs from section 4 of Ordinance IX of
1885, inasmuch as the Magistrate is now called on to give one copy of the
Reindenture to the employer and transmit the other to the Agent-G eneral.
Section 70 raises the foe from one to three shillings per eaput. Béction 72
provides that a * reindenture” shall have the same force as an * inden-
ture.” Section 78 prescribes s more suitable way of recording a e
indenture. Section 74 provides that the Agent-General may reindenture
an old immigrant, Sections 76 and 77 provide respectively for extension
and cancellation of a reindenture upon certain conditions. This was not
contained in former Ordinances,

Part VII.—Dwellings, Rations, Fuel, and Water: Sections 70 to 91.—
Section 81 provides for a daily inspection of dwellings, section 82 for suitable
latrines at the coolie lines, These sections are new to the Immigration Ordinance.
Section 88 provides a penalty for failure on the part of an employer to eomply with
the requirements of the two preceding sections. In section 84 reference to the
Commissioner of Works bas been left out, and the provision as to any sum expended
in repairs to dwellings, plantation hospital, ete., being a first charge on the

employer’s estate, has been modified to a charge recoverable “ at the suit of the
Agent-General in o summary way.” Section 85 provides a penalty for committing
a nuisance within 60 yards of any stream, and the word “common” before

“ thoroughfare " has been omitted.

Rations, Fuel, and Water : Bections 86 to 91.—In section 86 the period
during which rations are to be supplied by the employer has been reduced from
twelve to six months, it being found that the great majority of immigrants prefer
to ration themselves, and no ill effects are expected to result from the change : but
any adult immigrant who has previously resided in this or any other British Colony
for a period of twelve months need not be rationed at all unless he himself desires
it. Bection 87 is now made to apply to the District Medical Officer, and contains
the all important provision that the Agent-General or District Medieal Officer may
at any time order any immigrant to be supplied with rations. Section 88 contains
an important amendment of the old law—(Bection 7 of Ordinance No. X1 of 1889),

_ While the latter provision was in foree some immigrants who had refused to aceept
their rations, sued their employer for recovery of the amount dedueted from their
wages on account of such rations, and the verdict of the Court was given in their
favour. It was, therefore, deomed necessary for the protection of the employer,
who is bound fo purchase and keep a stock of the prescribed rations, to insert the
following authority :—* and such deductions shall be made notwithstanding that such
immigrant shall have neglected to take or shall have refused to m:cept such
rations.” Bection 90 reduces the distance within which fuel or firewood shall be

provided
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provided from 4 to 2 miles, except where means of carriage is provided for the
immigrant.

«Part VIIL—Work and Wages: Seotions 02 to 108.—Work : BSeotion
02 sets forth that a fair day’s work shall be afforded to every immigrant, and a very
necessary clause has been added to the effect that any immigrant to whom work
shall not be provided as aforesaid shall be deemed to be employed on time-work, and
shall he entitled to wages as for time.work whother actually working or nolb
Section 03 is new and provides that an employer shall find his indentured fmumis
grants with all tools necessary for the performance of their work. Section 08
requires one and a half hour being allowed for meals, ete., when employed af task-
work, instead of as formerly one hour only. - Section 100: As immigrants are now
classified for  limited ” tasks by the Medical Officer examining them upon areival,
this section now provides that every District Medical Officor shall inlpﬂ:l them on
this account every six months after arrival on the plantation, Section 101 corres-
ponds with section 5 of Ordinance No. XVII of 1887, except that the words “at
his next ensuing visit " have been struck out.

Wages : SBection 106 takes the place of section 8 of Ordinanes No. XVIT of
1887, and clearly sets forth the rates of payment for task-work, and that payment
shall be made on the guanfum merwif. Section 107 tukes the place of seotion 72 of
Ordinance No. VI of 1878, and provides that the sum to be paid an immigrant per
diem for attendance at Court, when he substantiates his claim, shall be one shilling
instead of sixpence as formerly.

Part IX.—Tickets of Leave, Certificates of Industrinl Residenocs, Pass
ports : Sections 100 to 117.—Bection 110 is altered, inasmuch as it provides that
leave of absence granted under section 109 shall not be included in computation of
period of absence allowed. Section 111 is new, and forbids exemption from serviee
other than is provided for in the Ordinance. Section 112 provides for the certificate
of completion of service on expiration of indenture or of extended service, and for
commutation of extended service, at the rate of threepence per diem; and
upon failure of the employer to grant such certificate a pcralty of £20 (any part
of which may be paid to the immigrant as compensation). Seetion 118, as to
certificate of Industrial Residence, contains a proviso that it shall not apply to an
immigrant who shall have been indentured again under section 07, nor, at the
option of the Agent-General, to any immigrant whose indenture shall have been
cancelled under section 69. Section 114 : In this section the age of the immigrnt
has been reduced from ten to five years. Section 1156 amplifies section 7 of
Ordinance No. VI of 1887 relating to passports to leave the Colony. Section 117
nearly corresponds with section 83 of Ordinance No. V1 of 1878, The words * buy *
and * gell " have been added thereto, and the term of imprisonment ineressed from
three to six months.

Part X.—Hospitals: Sections 118 to 121.—Section 118: The word
“ Magistrate " has been added to this section, and the word “ infirmary " has been
changed to the words * other hospital.” Section 119 has slightly smplified former
provisions on the subject. Section 120 has been slightly altered from the provisions
of section 12 of Ordinance No. X1 of 1889. Bection 121 partly corresponds with
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section 58 of Ordinance No. VI of 1878, and further provides a penalty for an
immigrant leaving the hospital without leave and for disorderly conduct, ete., in
hospital,

Part XI.—Plantation Hospitals : Sections 122 to 185.—Section 122 now
provides, that instead of enforcing the erection of a hospital on every plantation,
the Agent-General with approval of the Governor may permit other suitable
provision to be made by the employer for the care of his immigrants. Section 123
i altered so as to provide that the wards for males and females respectively shall be
of proportionate size. Section 124 now provides that where there is no District
Medical Officer, ** other duly qualified persons " may be appointed to visit plantation
hospitals, Further, that the Governor may make Regulations as to armangements
made by Agent-General, under section 122, as to hospital visits, water supply,
rations, ete. ; and a penalty not exceeding £10 is added for breach of Regulations.
Section 125 further provides that where the hospital-attendant does not reside in
the hospital, he shall reside within such distance thereof as the District Medical
Officer may approve. Section 126 further provides that the “ Hospital Admission and
Discharge Register " shall be open to the inspection of the Agent-General and the
Distriot Medical Officer. Section 127 provides for the employer being allowed to
send sick immigrants to some public or other hospital instead of the plantation
hospital, and legalises the treatment of out-patients; also that with the consent of the
Aga-_n[-l'h-numi. ote., sick immigrants may be sent to a plantation hospital on some
other plantation ; and for punishment of disorderly patients. Section 128 provides
for record being kept in the * Hospital Diary " of all patients and out-patients and
their treatment. Bection 120 is partly new, and gives further instructions as to the
dist whilst in hospital. ‘Bection 130 is new, and provides for a * District Medical
Officer’s Visit Book " being kept in the hospital. Section 131 is new, and provides a
penalty for taking food, ete., to patients in hospital without permission. Section
132 corresponds with section 69 of Ordinance No. VI of 1878, and further gives
power to the District Medical Officer fo direct the removal of immigrants to public
hospital. Section 135 has been taken from the Polynesian Ordinance No. XXIT of
1888 (section 108), and provides for additional temporary hospital accommodation
in the event of disease breaking out on a plantation. .

Part XII.—Birth and Death Reports: Sections 136 to 140.—Section 136
is new, and for the first time birth reports are provided for. In section 137 the
time allowed for a death to be reported has been extended from twenty-one days to
one month. Section 130 corresponds with section 22 of Ordinance No, X1 of 1880,
and farther provides that when a District Medieal Officer refuses, or is. unable to
give a certificate, he shall report such fact to the magistrate of the district.

Part XITL—Orphans: Sections 141 to 149.—All the provisions contained
in this part are new to the Indian Immigration Ondinance, and are taken with some
trifling additions and alterations from Ordinances No. XII of 1885 and No. T of
1886.

Part XIV.—Lunatics and Idiots—Section 150 is merely directory, and
is new to the Indian Immigration Ordinance. (See * Public Lunatic Asylum
Ordinance 1884 "). 3

17.
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Part XV.—Fire: Bections 151 and 152, —The penalty in section 161 has
been raised from 10s. or one week's imprisonment to £5 or six month's imprison.
ment. Section 152 is new to the Indian Immigmtion Ordinance, snd is & 0
(made for the guidance of employers)—of section 1 of Ordinance No. 11T «f 1886,

Part XVI.—Harbouring, Wrongfully Employing, or Removing Immi-
grants from the Colony: Sections 163 to 157.—The whole of this part nearly
corresponds with Part XV of Ordinance No. VI of 1878. In section 158 the word
“ Magistrate " has been added before the words * Justios of fhe Peace," snd the
section further provides that the name of the servant accompanying the constable
shall be given in the warrant,

Part XVII.—Desertion.—This corresponds with sections 74 and 76 of
Ordinance No. VI of 1878, and the time of absence which ix to be construsd as
desertion is reduced from five to three days. 3 v

Part XVIIL.—Immigrants Employed on Plantations to which they nre
not Indentured : Sections 160 and 161.—The penalty in section 100 has been altered
from a total of £10 to one not exceeding £5 for each immigrant s removed.
Section 161 makes a proviso that the plantation to which an immigrnt may be
removed shall be immediately adjoining the plantation to which such fmmigrant s
under indenture. The provisions contained in these sections are tl.tlﬂhu,‘. snd 1
hope to see them before long repealed, and provision made for transfors from one

plantation to another.

Part XIX.—Release of Prisoners and Delivery from Public Institutions :
Sections 162 to 169.—Section 168 nearly corresponds with seotion 12 of Ordinance
No. XVII of 1887, and provides for a notice being given before the relesse of
prisoners ; but an addition has been made by providing that the Snpplinhnﬂllﬁt of
Prisons shall notify the employer or his agent three days prior to such releass, and
if the immigrant (prisoner) is in hospital a duplicate of such notice is to he sent to
the officer in charge of that institution. Section 165 has been altered from the
provisions of section 9 of Ordinance No. XVII of 1887, to the extent that
employers shall provide immigrants with all necessary conveyance, maintenance,
ete., from the gaol to the plantation.

Part XX.—Registers and Returns : Sections 170 to 180.—8Sections 170 and
171 : The date at which returns are to be forwarded hias been altered from 81st to 16th
January.  Section 172 has been altered from seetion 84 of Ordinance No. VI of 1878,
No form of pay-list or particulars were given in the old Ordinance. Section 178
contains a new provision as to a ““ Mill Pay-list.” Section 175 partly corresponds with
section 28 of Ordinance No. XI of 1880, The dates when returns should be
forwarded have been altered so as to correspond with those fized in connection with
Polynesian Immigrants, and to become a uniform date for this purpose throughout
the Colony.

Part XXII.—Status of Immigration Debis: Sections 182 to 187.—
Similar provisions to those of the Polynesian Immigration Ordinance No. XXT of
1888 have been adopted with reference to the status of [mmigration debts by which
they are constituted a preferentinl charge over the planiation to which the
immigrants are indentured and over all encumbrances, charges, and liens other than

the
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the logal mortgage or encumbrance duly executed and registered prior to the day
on which such preferential charge shall have occurred. Section 183 enacts that the
preferential eharge is not to attach to the freehold of lands leased, except with the
consent of the owner,

Part XXIII.—Legal Procedure: Sections 188 to 204.—Several changes
have been effected in the legal procedure in order to facilitate proceedings that may
be necessary either by or against employers. Section 101 of Ordinance No. VI of
1878 has been recast, and the provisions therein contained have with some slight
alterations been embodied in sections 188 to 102, Whereas formerly information
was limited to be laid before the Chief Police Magistrate, it can now be laid before
any magistrate in the Colony, Section 195 provides for moneys due being sued for
by the Agent-General in the SBupreme Court, at Suva, instead of, as formerly, before
the Chief Police Magistrate of the Colony. Section 196 enacts that evidence of
defendant is admissible in all cases, whereas formerly it was limited to certain cases
only. Section 197 has been taken from section 151 of Ordinance No. XXI of 1888
(the Polynesian Immigration Ordinance); and sections 198 to 203 have also been
taken from the Polynesian Immigration Ordinance, and are nearly new to previous

. Indian ITmmigration law.

Part XXIV.—Miscellaneous : Sections 2056 to 220.—8ection 205 virtually
corresponds with section ® of Ordinance No. VI of 1887. Section 207 has been
slightly altered, and the words which have been added, namely, “ concerning any
joint or common grievance " more correctly sets forth what is intended. Sections
200 and 210 were formerly embodied in section 67 of Ordinance No. VI of 1878,
but have been rocast with the addition that any part of a fine paid may now, at
the discretion of the convicting magistrate, be given to the employer as compensation.
Sections 211, 212, and 218 are new, and have been introduced from the British
Guiana Immigration Ordinance, with a view to the better protection of women on
plantations, by providing for the removal of immigrants from one plantation to
another in- certain cases, Section 212 provides more prompt action where an
immigrant threatens violence to a woman; and section 213 for the compulsory
division by a magistrate of property where a man and woman desire to discontinue
cohabifation. Section 215 is a general penalty clause, providing for a fine not
exceeding £10 in amount or, in default of payment, imprisonment for a term not
exceeding one month, for any offence for which no penalty has been mentioned.
It has been endeavoured to place penalties and punishments throughout the
Ordinance on & more uniform and consistent basis. Section 217 provides for the
first time for operations on the Destitute Indians' Fund. Section 218 amplifies the
provisions formerly contained in section 36 of Ordinance No. VI of 187 8, and gives
power to the Governor in Council to make general Regulations for carrying the
Ordinance into effect.

All the forms contained in Schedule B of this Ordinance have been care fully
revised, and necessary additions, ete,, made.

Ordinance X.—Provides for the establishment of a Goy ernment Savings

Bank, and it is hoped will meet the want felt in this Colony for a convenient method

whereby small savings can be safely deposited at reasonable interest with the security

. of
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of the Government for their duo repayment. The great annual inoresss of the
Indian population which forms a large saving class in this Colony, causes this want
to become more prominent. Deposits of one 1s. and upwards are allowed ; and 1
trust this will encourage the coolies to enjoy the advantages now held out to them.

Ordinance XV.—Provides for the medieal care of Immigrants, and repealing
the former Ordinance, No. XV of 1881, enacts other provisions in its stead, and
introduces several amendments which experience during past teh yoars has shown
to be necessary. No necessity for district hospitals having arisen’ reference thereto
has been now omitted. The present Ordinance defines the duties of the District
Medical Officers. It also provides for the establishment of & diet'scale in plantation
hospitals. The District Medical Officer has now to make s monthly instead of o
yearly return to the Chief Medical Officer as to discases and accidents among {mmi-
grants in plantation hospitals, and the number and causes of death, The Medical
Capitation Rate is now to be levied upon indentured immigrants only, and is based
upon the average daily number of such immigrants upon the plantations. A return
showing this is sent half-yearly by the employer to the District Medieal Officer,
who, having certified as correct, forwards same to the Receiver-General, whose duty
it is to collect and pay over the rate leviable. The system heretofore in use wis
cumbersome and inaccurate. The Chief Medical Officer has been granted general
power to medically inspect immigrants and hospitals, and to examine into the general
sanitation of any plantation.

Crime AND OFFENCES.
19. During the year 26 eriminal charges against 20 Indians were tried by

the Supreme Court,
Chnrges Tamigrants soncerned,

1. Assault occasioning griuroun bodily harm... 2 2
2. Burglary ; 1 1
. Carnal knowledge of a g}r} ‘under th:r{wn
vears of age o o

4. Escaping from legal cuwtud\-

. Housebreaking

. Murder

. Perjury =

8. Robbery from |um=0n

. Soliciting commission of erime

. Unnatural offence

. Wounding with intent

Sl awmwemons
Bloawrueprmawn

These resulted in 13 convictions and 16 acquittals.

Orrexces AGAINST Imuicmation Laws, Evc.

20, The tables subjoined give the charges brought before Stipendinry
Magistrates by employers against immigrants for breaches of Immigration Laws
and other offences. Unlawful absence still appears as the chief cause of complaint.
The total number of charges preferred was 1,797, and resulted in 1,602 convictions,
121 cases dismissed, and 74 withdrawn.

Exrrovens
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21. The table following shows the charges made by immigrants against

employers.

-

TMMIGRANTS versus EMPLoYERS.

EMPLOYERS versus IMMIGRANTS,

Offencss againgt Immigration Laws.

Fersusding others to Dasist

Demagisg or Losisg

5
3
¥ |
. 4

d

o Perform allotted

Tuak.

Disorderly Comduct.
Lmanigrants.

Rafusl to amend Work,

Want of Ordinary Diligence,
Issnbordination.
Commiting & Nulsasos,

Unlawtul Abwemcs.
n;:r 1o Parform or com.

J

HEAEAEAPNT AR AL AEE U AL AL NEAE Y

Tarbouring Indentured

Froperis.

Rows ..
Ba and Ra

Rawa IEE | | | a Navus sod Berus .,
B Ra o | 8 o
Wavis and Beros |
Tartusi

Town of Burs.

Buvs ...

T [ (=] 4 ; e i 171 | 22. The following statement represents the Indian immigrant population of
¥ the Colony on the last day of December in each year from 1870 fo 1891, according
to returns received ; but it is probable that all births and desths are not included.

Continued,— T 1

Offencss aralnst Immigration Laws. | Other Offesoss.

when going

ﬂlml.

| memaining ut wod of Tear.

pertorm 5| Taaks
E

to prefer s
1

Total number of Chanyges proferred

Belling Kationa.
Carrying Wes
Tuking food to Hospltal

| Wnlswiul use of Fire.
Fallare to

n & Weel
Comvicted.

5
-

arninat
| Total of both sexee,

-
| B
=

%53

§

1ha wned Ba |
Nuves asd Berus |
Taviusl |
Town of Sars

E§FEE

i &

i
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24. The sums remitted by immigrants to their friends in India have been as

BaviNGs. follows :—

; i immi through the medinm of :
An account of money deposited by immigrants : Sl :
thi Dc%puhn. ent inT;coB:k of)r New Zealand and the Union Bank of Australia, In 1885— 10 immigrants remitted
is De

P

In 1886— 30

Fixed Deposits for 1691. v : Tatasr 6

3 In 1888— 47

51 Fixed Deposits for twelve months, at 6 7/, ... 1,485 3 by .

225 " B 439, ... 6864 4 o 18880—- %

] six months, at 4 211 13 = 18900—-1'_-102
4 . s 8}°/, ... 144318

2 ¥ three momths, at 3 X 190 0

Y 2}°%, .. 1T 0

. 374 5

EEEEEEen
“EE CEchoees

-
-

Ei‘ cescco0oma

25. The amount collected during 1891, representing
immigrants, was... A o

Poundage at 5 %/,

£10,688 4 2 Balance paid to credit of Deceased Immigrants
g ” Estates ... £59 7 1

cooHwHo ™

b " " ”
13 Demand Deposits

843

Tn 1885—106 coolies deposited * ... ... (say) £3,470 Five per cent. on £02 18s. bd. would be £8 2. 11d., and not £3 11s. 4d. The

In 1880—136 5 3,758 ] discrepancy is thus explained :—Certain effects, such as jewelry have been handed to

In 1887—178 - 5.03? relations of deceased immigrants upon payment of proper poundage on assessed
In 1888—234 " 7.074 value. .

In 1880252 : g% . 26. The Destitute Indians’ Fund, created by Ordinance IX of 1886, section
Tn 1800249 ons

. : b, stands thus for 1801 :—
In 1891—348 10,638 £ a d
Amount to credit, 1st January, 1801 ... 017 11

The increase in number of depositors since 1885 is 237; representing an reosived during 1801 14018 4

amount of £7,108, "

The average amount deposited per immigrant was as follows :— 141 16 3
5 g Amount dishursed during 1891 .. 186 4 7
5 d

In 1885 NI o
In 1886 A S VoS i T [
In 1887 SENE Vv R ' T |
In 1888 R SO Y oy e
In 1889 AR S i : Honces @ o SERE
In 1800 = TTESNEDT atlee 18 i

' Acti t-General of
In 1891 B R R RN o oting Agen Immigrstion.

Balance to credit, 31st December, 1801 £5 11 8

In 1887 thirty-three deposits amounting to (say) £1,139

In 1888 twenty-five % n 047

In 1889 fifty-four " ;, 1,108

In 1890 twenty-eight ,, 5 787 S
In 1801 fifty-one i3 = 1,127 Eivieg )

Printed snd Poblished by Evwaxp Jouw Manon, Governmont Printer.— 1580

were cashed before the due date, and interest lost. The large amount in 1891 was
oceasioned by the departure of the ships “ Danube” and “ Jumna” for Calcutts,
as the coolies returning by these vessels had to “ break " their deposit receipts.
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